BIRCHDALE TOWNSHIP
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
Tuesday, January 30, 2024 - 8:00 P.M.

Call to Order/ Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call

Co-Chair Joe Ostendorf called to order the regular meeting of the Birchdale
Township Board at 8:00 p.m. on Tuesday, January 30, 2024, at the Birchdale
Town Hall. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Present were Supervisors Dale
Ahrens, Arnie Berscheid, Joe Ostendorf, Larry Bebus, Treasurer Marlene
VanHavermaet and Clerk Jackie Bauer. Others in attendance included Erv
Herdering and Residents Shane Carlberg from Central Specialties, Kris Merten
and Sam Merten. Supervisor Jim Carstens was absent.

. Approval of Agenda

A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Bebus and
unanimously carried to approve the agenda as amended.

. Approval of Minutes

A motion was made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by Supervisor Bebus and
unanimously carried to approve the December 26, 2023, Regular Meeting
minutes.

. Approval of Treasurer’s Report

Treasurer VanHavermaet presented the January Treasurer’s Report. A motion
was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Ahrens, and
unanimously carried to accept the Treasurer’s Report. Treasurer VanHavermaet
also reported that the December Settlement Payment in the amount of $4458.43
was received.

. Approval of Bills

Next presented was the list of bills for the month of January to be considered for
payment. A motion was made by Supervisor Ahrens seconded by Supervisor
Bebus and unanimously carried to approve payment of the bills in the amount of
$18,706.11 (See attached list of bills).

. Resident’s Comments

a. None

Reports/Requests/Presentations

a. Shane Carlberg from Central Specialties attended the meeting and
presented information regarding a Road Haul Agreement and Variance
from the County Setback Ordinance. Central Specialties is opening a
borrow pit on the Kris Merten’s property located at 22710 110" Street,
Sauk Centre, MN. They will be hauling material from the site and
transporting it over 110" Street and onto the Minnerath Investments



Property. Kris and Sam Merten were also in attendance at the meeting to
answer any questions. Central Specialties, per the agreement, will repair
any damage caused by the hauling, in a timely manner to the road. The
completion of the project will be no later than January 1, 2027. Central
Specialties is also requesting a variance to the 100’ setback ordinance in
order to mine up the road right-of-way along 110" Street. Reclaiming of
the borrow pit will be completed by November 30™", 2027. Supervisor
Ostendorf asked Shane from Central Specialties if they would use the
existing approach of if a new approach would need to be added and Shane
stated that they would use the existing approach. Central Specialties has
already been granted a permit from Todd County for this work. Shane also
stated that they will maintain the road and right-of-way the entire time
they are completing the project. Shane Carlberg provided his business card
so that the township can contact him any time they have questions or
concerns. A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by
Supervisor Ahrens and unanimously approved to agree to Central
Specialties mining material along 110" Street less than 100’ from the road
right-of-way and crossing over 110" Street and agreeing to repair and
maintain any damage to the road right-of-way or 110" Street during the
entire time the project is completed, no later than November 1, 2027. Co-
Chair Joe Ostendorf signed the Road Haul Agreement between Central
Specialties and Birchdale Township and copy of the agreement will be
kept on file at the town hall, along with Shane Carlberg, Safety Manager
at Central Specialties Inc.’s contact information.

8. Township Road Report
B

a. Erv Herdering, who attended the meeting, stated that he repaired the two
holes on 281% Avenue by adding Class 5 gravel as the holes were fairly
deep.

b. Supervisor Berscheid and Supervisor Ahrens were contacted by Resident
Nancy Primus. She is looking to build a new home and the existing culvert
for her driveway is not handling the water flow. Last spring, the water ran
across Alcott Drive. Resident Primus is requesting whether the culvert can
be replaced as she ended up with 6” of water in her basement. Supervisors
Berscheid and Ahrens are recommending that the culvert be replaced with
an 18” culvert at minimum. If the township received a potential grant for
this spring to reclaim Alcott Drive, then the ditch area should be cleaned
out and the approach be re-done and a second culvert also be added.
Supervisor Bebus asked if anyone else is complaining about the water and
Supervisor Ahrens stated no as the water is naturally gravitating through
Resident Primus’s property. Supervisor Ostendorf asked who put in the
culverts when Alcott was originally tarred and was the policy at that time
to install 12” culverts, but no one knew what the policy was at that time.
The landowner across from Resident Primus, at that time, would have
originally installed them possibly but the current landowner now, would
not benefit from having to replace the culvert at this time. The Board
discussed that possibly Resident Primus and the township could cost-share
in the replacement of the culverts if Angler Drive is reclaimed. Otherwise,
possibly the landowner and Resident Primus could cost-share the culvert if
not. Supervisors Ahrens would like Mr. Herdering to create an estimate



for the cost of one or two 18” culverts and the cost of cleaning out the
ditch area before he speaks with the landowner and Resident Primus. He
will work with Erv Herdering on this and update the Board at the February
monthly meeting.

9. Unfinished Business

a. Postcard Mailer for Annual Meeting — Clerk Bauer updated the Board
regarding the postcard mailer that will be sent out to residents in the
township informing them about the Township Election and Annual
Meeting scheduled for Tuesday, March 121, 2024. Clerk Bauer is
working with Schmidt Printing in Melrose. Todd County is providing
labels for resident names and addresses. Clerk Bauer will continue to
work on this project and make sure that the postcard is mailed out about a
week before the meeting. Last year, the postcard mailer did impact
improving the attendance at the Annual Meeting so hopefully, attendance
will again be good at this year’s meeting.

b. Resident Doug Evans — Clerk Bauer stated that she was contacted by
Resident Doug Evans after he received the letter from the township asking
that he not park his semi-truck along Ambling Trail for safety concerns.
He informed Clerk Bauer that he typically does not park his truck along
Ambling Trail and it is parked on his property but he understands it cannot
be parked along the road.

10. New Business

a. The Board then reviewed the following policies and job descriptions:
*Investment Policy
*Road Standards Policy
*Dust Control Policy
*Administrative Policy
*Clerk Job Description
*Treasurer Job Description
*Culvert Policy
*Compensation & Reimbursement Policy

A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor
Bebus and unanimously carried to approve the eight Birchdale Township
Policies with no changes

b. Five-Year Capital Improvement Plan — Clerk Bauer asked that this item be
tabled for the February meeting as she is still adding items to the five year
capital improvement plan.

c. The Board reviewed the Property Inventory List. The Board asked Clerk
Bauer to add a vacuum cleaner and to state that the two sets of road
barricades are now in the township storage shed. The new printer, possibly
the new laptops for the Clerk and Treasurer and the video technology
equipment also needs to be added. The inventory list should also state that
the inventory is stored in both the town hall and in the township storage



shed. Clerk Bauer will update the Property Inventory List and re-present it
at the February monthly meeting.

Supervisor Bebus asked about the culvert inventory list. Supervisor
Ahrens stated that he will receive this list and update it as well as notify
the county of any changes to the culvert inventory in Birchdale Township
along with locations.

. Clerk Bauer gave an update on plans for the March 12th, 2024, Township
Election. The Township Election will run from 4:00 PM until 8:00 PM
and two Supervisor Positions are up for election, Supervisor C currently
held by Joe Ostendorf and Supervisor D currently held by Supervisor
Arnold Berscheid. There is currently one name on the ballot for
Supervisor C — Joe Ostendorf and two names on the ballot for Supervisor
D - Arnold Berscheid and Randy Willhite.

Public Accuracy Testing using the AutoMark Machine will be done at the
Todd County Courthouse however a date has not yet been set with the
Deputy Auditor/Treasurer. Clerk Bauer will inform the Board of the date
at the February monthly meeting. Information regarding public accuracy
testing will be posted in the Sauk Herald, the Long Prairie Leader, on the
Birchdale Township website and at the Town Hall.

Preliminary Audit Work Update - Clerk Bauer and Treasurer
VanHavermaet will meet prior to the February 27th, 2024 Board Meeting
to review CTAS reports in preparation for the Board of Audit Meeting and
State Auditor’s Town Financial Reporting Form which is due on March
1%, 2024,

. City of Sauk Centre Fire Contract Notice - Clerk Bauer presented the City
of Sauk Centre 2023 Annual Report and Proposed 2024 Fire Service
Assessment. The report was mailed for review and a meeting will be held
on Tuesday, February 20", 2024, at 7:00 PM at the Sauk Centre Fire Hall.
A newly appointed Fire Chief, Jeff Bromenshenkel and Assistant Fire
Chiefs Ben Clink and Adam Mortiz will also be introduced at this
meeting. Overall, there is no change in the charge to the township from
2023 to 2024. Supervisor Ostendorf will plan to attend this meeting and
report back to the Board at the February meeting.

. Proposed Resolution No. 2024-01, Resolution Appointing Election Judges
for Presidential Primary Election - See attached Proposed Resolution. A
motion was made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by Supervisor
Berscheid and unanimously carried to approve Resolution No. 2024-01,
Resolution Appointing Election Judges for March Township Election. The
Election Judges will be Jackie Bauer, Marlene VanHavermaet, Larry
Bebus, Dora Wiegers, Mary Johnson and Cathy Lensing.

Proposed Resolution No. 2024-02, Resolution Appointing Election Judges
for Township Election - See attached Proposed Resolution. A motion was
made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by Supervisor Berscheid and
unanimously carried to approve Resolution No. 2024-02, Resolution
Appointing Election Judges for March Township Election. The Election



Judges will be Jackie Bauer, Marlene VanHavermaet, Larry Bebus and
Cathy Lensing.

J. Approve Meeting Schedule — Clerk Bauer presented the meeting schedule
for the 2024-2025 year with the monthly dates for board meetings. A
motion was made by Supervisor Bebus, seconded by Supervisor Berscheid
and unanimously carried to approve the meeting schedule for the 2024-
2025 year.

k. Then presented was the proposed quote information and form regarding
crack filling for blacktopped township roads for the 2024 year. A motion
was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Bebus, and
unanimously carried to approve the quote information and form and
authorize seeking sealed quotes for the crack-filling project. Clerk Bauer
was directed to send the quote information and form to Astech, Precision
Roadway and Midwest Asphalt and to post it on the Township website and
Township bulletin board. Quotes to be received until 8:00 p.m. Tuesday,
February 27, 2024 and the quotes to be opened at the 8:00 p.m. Board
meeting.

11. Informational ltems

The Board then reviewed the following informational items:

a. US Census Department Boundary Update Report — Clerk Bauer received
an online US Census Department Boundary Update Report. She
completed it with no changes to boundaries for Birchdale Township

b. Todd County Auditor Treasurer President Primary Training — Clerk Bauer
received notice from the Todd County Auditor Treasurer’s Office that the
Presidential Primary will be held on March 5%, 2024, from 7 AM until 8
PM. All election judges serving for this election are required to attend
Presidential Primary Training either online or in person in Long Prairie on
Thursday, February 8" at either 9:00 AM or 1:30 PM. Election Judges
Larry Bebus, Jackie Bauer, Marlene VanHavermaet, Cathy Lensing, Dora
Wiegers and Mary Johnson will either attend training in-person or online.

c. Todd County Auditor/Treasurer Certification and Ballot Layout Request —
Clerk Bauer received documents from the Todd County Auditor/Treasurer
Office requesting information for the Birchdale Township Election. There
will be one person running on the ballot for Supervisor C Position —
Joseph Ostendorf and two persons running for the Supervisor D Position —
Arnold Berscheid and Randy Willhite. Clerk Bauer completed the
documentation and submitted this information to the Todd County
Auditor/Treasurer’s Office.

d. Correspondence Received From Todd County Board of Adjustments —
there will be a Todd County Board of Adjustments public hearing on
Thursday, January 25", 2024 at 6:00 PM in the Commissioner’s
Boardroom, Todd County Courthouse regarding Dennis and Jody Wessel,
Section 26, Birchdale Township, Little Birch Lake, 27335 Alpha Lane,
Grey Eagle requesting a variance to reduce the setback from the OHWL



from 100’ to 92’ for a proposed addition of handicapped accessible
stairway to the existing house and Edward C. Kortuem, Section 14,
Birchdale Township, Sauk (North Bay) Lake, 12281 Alcott Drive, Sauk
Centre request for variance to reduce the setback from the OHWL from
100’ to 75” for proposed new house with attached garage and request for
variance to increase the height limit from the required 118’ to 21’11 for
proposed new house with attached garage. Supervisor Ahrens attended this
meeting and the request by Dennis and Jody Wessel was approved but the
request y Edward Kortuem was tabled.

e. Todd County Board of Adjustment Meeting to be held on Thursday,
February 1%, 2024, at 6:00 PM for proposed amendment to Todd County
Feedlot Ordinance Section 9.11. Supervisor Ahrens attended this meeting
and reported that DairyRidge Farms has increased their cows to 3,353 so
they need additional water. There have been high nitrate levels in the area
water samples and some of the wells of the residents living in the area
have run dry in the past however it is unclear whether the high levels of
nitrate or the wells running dry have been caused by DairyRidge. This
decision was also tabled for the next meeting until the county can discuss
with their attorney.

12. Officers Comments

a. Clerk Bauer and Treasurer VanHavermaet have priced out the cost of a
new Board table as well as a desk for the clerk and treasurer, on Amazon
and have been able to find more reasonable priced furniture for the town
hall. There is approximately $2,800.00 left to spend of the Sourcewell
Grant for the remodel of the town hall, so they are trying to stay under this
amount. A motion was made by Supervisor Bebus, seconded by
Supervisor Ahrens and unanimously approved for Clerk Bauer and
Treasurer VanHavermaet to purchase the additional furniture for the town
hall through Amazon.

b. Supervisor Bebus stated that the township will need to eventually purchase
a new State of Minnesota flag as the design has changed.

13. Adjournment

With no further business, a motion was made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by
Supervisor Bebus, and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 9:29 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Jackie Bauer
Birchdale Township Clerk



