
 

 

Birchdale Township 

Annual Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, March 8, 2022 - 8:15 p.m. 

 

 

1. Call to Order /Pledge of Allegiance 

 

a. Clerk Bauer called to order the Annual Meeting of the Birchdale 

Township Board at 8:15 p.m. on Tuesday, March 8, 2022 at the 

Birchdale Town Hall.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  The 

following were present:  Supervisors Jim Carstens, Dale Ahrens, Arnold 

Berscheid, Larry Bebus and Joe Ostendorf, Clerk Jackie Bauer and 

Treasurer Marlene VanHavermaet.  Also in attendance were Residents 

Riley Laine, Melvin Klasen, Ed Vohnouthka, Craig Schneider, Patsy 

Ahrens, Jarmin Henry and Gary Roering. 

 

2. Election of a Moderator 

 

a. Clerk Bauer announced that the electors would need to nominate a 

moderator for the meeting. A motion was made by Supervisor Larry 

Bebus, seconded by Treasurer Marlene VanHavermaet and unanimously 

carried that Supervisor Jim Carstens serve as the moderator. 

 

3. Announce Agenda for Rest of Meeting 

 

a. Moderator Carstens announced the agenda for the meeting. 

 

4. Approval of Agenda 

 

a. A motion was made by Supervisor Joe Ostendorf, seconded by 

Supervisor Dale Ahrens, and unanimously carried to approve the agenda 

as amended. 

 

5. Reading of Minutes 

 

a. Clerk Bauer then read the March 9, 2021 Annual Meeting Minutes.  A 

motion was made by Treasurer Marlene VanHavermaet, seconded by 

Supervisor Bebus and unanimously carried to approve the meeting 

minutes. 

 

6. Reading of Board of Audit Report as Posted Prior to Meeting 

 

a. Treasurer VanHavermaet then presented and reviewed the Audit Report 

for the year ending December 31, 2021. She explained that the township 

has three funds: the Revenue Fund, the Fire Fund and the Road and 

Bridge Fund and the bills are paid out of each fund based on what type 

of claim they are. After presenting the balances in each of the funds 

starting at the beginning of the year and what the balances were at the 

end of the year, she then presented what some of the expenses were for 

the year including plowing, grading, administrative expenses and gopher 



 

 

bounty. Resident Gary Roering asked how the gophers were counted and 

the Supervisors explained that all four feet needed to be turned in for a 

gopher to be counted. There were no other questions. A motion was 

made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Ostendorf and 

unanimously carried to approve the Board of Audit Report for the year 

ending December 31, 2021. 

 

7. Road Report By Road Subcommittee 

 

a. Resident Jarmin Henry inquired about the natural gas pipeline that run 

along Todd County Highway 15. He understands that this pipeline is 

older and may be deteriorating. He was wondering if the Board knew 

whether residents could possibly access this pipeline if it was going to 

be replaced. He stated that it runs from Sauk Centre to Long Prairie. The 

Board stated that they had not heard anything about the pipeline and no 

one in attendance had. But, if they do, they assured Resident Henry and 

all of the residents in attendance, that they would notify all of the 

Township Residents regarding this. 

 

b. Road Projects including Dust Control and Tree Trimming from 2021 – 

Supervisors Berscheid and Ostendorf gave a re-cap for road work that 

was done in 2021. Supervisor Ostendorf stated that dust control is taken 

care by the Township. By applying the calcium-chloride each year, it is 

making a difference in the cost of grading by keeping the roads in better 

shape and binding the gravel so that less can be used. 

 

For tree trimming, in 2020, a lot of work was done, then in fall of 2021, 

work slowed down due to the wet weather. In 2022, trimming will begin 

again. Once trimming is complete in the township, the plan is stay ahead 

of it and keep it more maintained than in the past. Supervisor Ostendorf 

asked if there were any questions about the tree trimming or dust control 

and there were non. 

 

c. Clerk Bauer and Treasurer VanHavermaet shared with residents that the 

township applied for COVID funds of approximately $4,300.00 for 

electronic equipment with internet service costing $935.40 per year. This 

equipment allows residents to access meetings from home if they are 

unable to attend in person. Funds were also used to purchase a storage 

shed to free up more space in the town hall to increase seating capacity, 

add more voting space for elections and store signage and road 

equipment. 

 

d. Clerk Bauer shared with residents that the township applied for a 

$5,000.00 noxious weed grant with the State of Minnesota and was 

awarded the funds. These funds will go toward brushing costs where 

Supervisor Bebus and Supervisor Ahrens, Township Weed Inspectors, 

identify areas of noxious weeds that need to be removed. Resident 

Mickey Klasen stated that he noticed that there is wild parsnip on 

County Road 2. The Supervisors made note of this. 

 



 

 

e. The Supervisors then talked about crack filling that had been completed 

last summer. This year’s work is holding up somewhat better than last 

year’s work however on Alcott Drive, the ditches were still full of 

balled-up tar that had peeled up. It did hold better because a bonding 

agent was used this year. Supervisor Berscheid stated that the township 

is continuing to try to maintain Alcott but this road eventually does need 

to have the tar pulled up and needs to be re-claimed. 

 

f. Five Year Capital Improvement Plan – Clerk Bauer reviewed the 

Birchdale Township Five Year Capital Improvement Plan which 

outlines what township paved roads need seal-coating and/or striping 

and any major road projects that the Board needs to plan for in the next 

five years. Tree Trimming will now also be added to the Five Year 

Capital Improvement Plan as part of ongoing maintenance expense for 

the township. The main expense that the township needs to budget for 

will be the Re-Claiming of Alcott Drive within the next five years at 

minimum and an estimated cost of $750,000.00 (per Todd County 

Engineer, 2022). 

 

8. Approve Budget, General Levy, and any Depreciated Levies 

 

a. After discussion with the Board, Clerk Bauer and Treasurer 

VanHavermaet are recommending that the Proposed Levy for 2023 be 

set for $258,000.00 which is an increase of $100,000.00.  Their 

recommendation is that the levy be distributed as follows:  $23,000 in 

the Fire Fund, $190,000.00 in Road and Bridge and $45,000 in Revenue 

Fund. The 2021 levy was $158,000. 00. The Birchdale Township levy 

has not been increased since 2013.  Without budgeting in Road and 

Bridget for an incremental increase, the Township cannot afford to pay 

for the road project for Alcott Drive.  

 

Treasurer Van Havermaet and Clerk Bauer handed out information to 

residents sharing the amount of levies for other townships in Todd 

County including Little Sauk at $165,000.00 up to Grey Eagle at 

$232,000.00. Birchdale has been able to maintain a levy at a very low 

rate compared to other townships in the county. Information was also 

shared showing the cost of road maintenance broken down by year from 

2012 through 2021. Costs have continued to increase but the Board has 

worked very hard to look for ways to either off-set the costs or maintain 

expenses. Supervisor Ostendorf stated that by putting off maintenance 

such as tree trimming, the roads in the township become worse and end 

up costing more to bring back up to maintained so it’s important that we 

try to stay away from that in the future. 

 

Clerk Bauer stated that she will be pursuing grant funds for assistance 

with Alcott Drive. She would have done this for this year however grant 

monies were put on hold when the state legislature finished their year 

without completing business. She will pursue the grants this year for 

Birchdale Township to assist with the road project for Alcott. Resident 



 

 

Mickey Klasen asked whether the levy could come down in the future. 

The Board did not know the answer to that question.   

 

Supervisor Ostendorf felt that by increasing the levy by $50,000.00, it 

would only cover the increase in road maintenance expenses and not add 

money for budgeting for Alcott.  

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Resident 

Gary Roering to increase the Birchdale Township 2023 Levy by 

$100,000.00 and add $190,000.00 to Road and Bridge, $45,000.00 to 

Revenue and $23,000.00 to the Fire Fund for a total of $258,000.00.  

The motion was unanimously carried to approve the 2023 Budget and 

General Levy as recommended.   

 

Again, previously the 2022 Budget was: 

Revenue Fund: $35,000.00 

Fire Fund:  $23,000.00 

Road & Bridge:  $100,000.00 

TOTAL:  $158,000.00  

 

9. Approve Time and Location for the next Annual Meeting and Township 

Election 

 

a. A motion was made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by Marlene 

VanHavermaet and unanimously carried to set the next Annual Meeting 

and Township Election for Tuesday, March 14, 2023 at the Birchdale 

Township Hall with election hours to be from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. and the 

Annual Meeting to begin at 8:15 p.m. Notice of the election and meeting 

to be published in the Sauk Centre Herald and the Long Prairie Leader 

and posted on the Township’s website and Town Hall bulletin board.  

 

10. Adjournment 

 

With no further business, a motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded 

by Supervisor Bebus, and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 9:11 

p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

______________________ 

Jackie Bauer 

Birchdale Township Clerk 


