Birchdale Township
Annual Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, March 9, 2021 - 8:15 p.m.

1. Call to Order /Pledge of Allegiance

a. Clerk Bauer called to order the Annual Meeting of the Birchdale
Township Board at 8:15 p.m. on Tuesday, March 9, 2021 at the
Birchdale Town Hall. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. The
following were present: Supervisors Jim Carstens, Dale Ahrens, Arnold
Berscheid, Larry Bebus and Joe Ostendorf, Clerk Jackie Bauer and
Treasurer Marlene VanHavermaet. Also in attendance were Residents
Owen Gerads, Riley Laine, Chris Frericks, Patsy Ahrens, John Hinman
and Scott Henderson.

2. Election of a Moderator

a. Clerk Bauer announced that the electors would need to nominate a
moderator for the meeting. A motion was made by Supervisor Larry
Bebus, seconded by Supervisor Joe Ostendorf and unanimously carried
that Supervisor Jim Carstens serve as the moderator.

3. Announce Agenda for Rest of Meeting

a. Moderator Carstens announced the agenda for the meeting.

4. Approval of Agenda

a. A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Marlene
VanHavermaet, and unanimously carried to approve the agenda as
amended.

5. Reading of Minutes

a. Clerk Bauer then read the March 10, 2020 Annual Meeting Minutes. A
motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Marlene
VanHavermaet and unanimously carried to approve the meeting minutes
as amended.

6. Reading of Board of Audit Report as Posted Prior to Meeting

a. Treasurer VanHavermaet then presented and reviewed the Audit Report
for the year ending December 31, 2020. There were no questions on the
report. A motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded by
Resident Patsy Ahrens and unanimously carried to approve the Audit
Report for the year ending December 31, 2020.

7. Road Report By Road Subcommittee




a. Road Projects including Dust Control and Tree Trimming from 2020 —
Supervisors Berscheid and Ostendorf gave a re-cap for road work that
was done in 2020. They stated that graveling and grading expenses have
been dropping since dust control was added to the majority of the roads
in the township. Supervisor Ostendorf explained the tree trimming and
brushing that was done and will continue into 2021 and 2022. The worst
ditch areas have been identified and work in 2021 will begin with Alcott
Drive and then move onto identified roads. Tree trimming work will
then be maintained going forward so that brushing does not get so
expensive.

Residents Scott Henderson and Chris Frericks stated that residents along
Long Lake are seeking assistance with dropping water levels on Long
Lake. There is a culvert on Bluebird Drive that may need to be replaced
in order to funnel water away from the lake. The residents are currently
working with Todd County on this project but may be checking with the
township regarding the culvert replacement.

b. Clerk Bauer and Treasurer VanHavermaet provided residents with
information regarding the plan to use COVID funds to install technology
in the town hall including internet service, a large screen and
microphone and video equipment so that meetings could be accessed
virtually. The cost of the equipment and installation will be
approximately $4,300.00 with internet service costing $935.40 per year.
Funds were also used to purchase a storage shed to free up more space in
the town hall to increase seating capacity and store signage and road
equipment.

c. Five Year Capital Improvement Plan — Clerk Bauer reviewed the
Birchdale Township Five Year Capital Improvement Plan which
outlines what township paved roads need seal-coating and/or striping
and any major road projects that the Board needs to plan for in the next
five years.

8. Approve Budget, General Levy, and any Depreciated Levies

a. After discussion with the Board, Clerk Bauer and Treasurer
VanHavermaet are recommending that the Proposed Levy for 2022 be
set for $158,000.00 which is the same amount as last year. Their
recommendation is that the levy be distributed as follows: $23,000 in
the Fire Fund, $100,000.00 in Road and Bridge and $35,000 in Revenue
Fund. The 2021 levy was also $158,000. 00.

A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Resident
Patsy Ahrens and unanimously carried to approve the 2022 Budget and
General Levy as recommended.

9. Approve Time and Location for the next Annual Meeting and Township
Election




a. A motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded by Supervisor
Berscheid and unanimously carried to set the next Annual Meeting and
Township Election for Tuesday, March 8, 2022 at the Birchdale
Township Hall with election hours to be from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. and the
Annual Meeting to begin at 8:15 p.m. Notice of the election and meeting
to be published in the Sauk Centre Herald and the Long Prairie Leader
and posted on the Township’s website and Town Hall bulletin board.

10. Adjournment

With no further business, a motion was made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by
Supervisor Bebus, and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 8:53 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Jackie Bauer
Birchdale Township Clerk



