Birchdale Township
Annual Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, March 11, 2025 - 8:15 p.m.

1. Call to Order /Pledge of Allegiance

a. Clerk Bauer called to order the Annual Meeting of the Birchdale
Township Board at 8:15 p.m. on Tuesday, March 11, 2025 at the
Birchdale Town Hall. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. The
following were present: Supervisors Jim Carstens, Dale Ahrens, Arnold
Berscheid, Larry Bebus and Joe Ostendorf, Clerk Jackie Bauer and
Treasurer Marlene VanHavermaet. Also in attendance was: Greg
Thooft, Kitty Hennemann, Jennifer Tiemann, John Kociemba, Calvin
Miller, Jeff Mayer, John Rasmussen, Mary Rasmussen, Clara Berscheid,
Don Salzmann, Bridgett Salzmann, David Thorson, Ermina Blaeser,
Patsy Ahrens, Delaine Sawyer Edward Vohmantha, Gary Roering, Riley
Ostendorf, Eric Peterson, Jody Wessel, Jim Boyer, Chad Niezgocki, Pete
Linsher, Robbie Johnson, Ryan Bueckers, Henry J. Fuechtmann, Joshua
Lee S., Todd Dilley and John Florin.

2. Election of a Moderator

a. Clerk Bauer announced that the electors would need to nominate a
moderator for the meeting. A motion was made by Supervisor Arnie
Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Larry Bebus and unanimously
carried that Supervisor Jim Carstens serve as the moderator.

3. Announce Agenda for Rest of Meeting

a. Moderator Carstens announced the agenda for the meeting.

4. Approval of Agenda

a. A motion was made by Supervisor Joe Ostendorf, seconded by
Supervisor Dale Ahrens, and unanimously carried to approve the
agenda.

5. Reading of Minutes

a. Clerk Bauer then read the March 12, 2024 Annual Meeting Minutes. A
motion was made by Supervisor Ahrens seconded by Marlene
VanHavermaet and unanimously carried to approve the meeting
minutes.

6. Reading of Board of Audit Report as Posted Prior to Meeting

a. Treasurer VanHavermaet then presented and reviewed the Audit Report
for the year ending December 31, 2024. Treasurer VanHavermaet
explained what each fund is comprised of and that Road and Bridge and
the Gas Tax Fund are both used for maintenance of township roads.



Treasurer VanHavermaet also read through the receipts for the year. A
motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Pete Linsher

and unanimously carried to approve the Board of Audit Report for the
year ending December 31, 2024.

7. Road Report By Road Subcommittee

a.

Supervisor Ostendorf stated that the township roads are in fairly decent
shape. He stated that this year, nature has been kind to us with weather
however dust control was not as effective due to the excess moisture that
we had. Timing is somewhat difficult with dust control and the weather.
Joe stated that we did not do any crack filling this year. For gravel roads,
our contractor is trying to blade shoulders and bring a crown back into
the roads. This is something that will continue to be worked on. Greg
Thooft is now our new snow-plower. Resident Calvin Miller shared that
he felt Greg is doing a great job.

Joe then spoke about upcoming road projects. He stated that the
township is proceeding with reclaiming Alcot Drive next spring. The
township is contracting with Widseth Engineering from Alexandria.
Alcott Drive is approximately 25 years old and the engineer is
determining whether overlaying or reclaiming should be one on the road.
There are also a number of problem areas on the road that need to be
repaired this year and the township is working with Todd County Soil &
Water on some of those in order to obtain grant funds to offset the repair
cost. The plan was to try and do the work yet this past fall but we ran out
of time. In the end, it worked out as there was a lot of rain and it was
better that we waited then. The work will not be done this coming spring
and the township will cost-share with the county. The engineer would
like to see Alcott go through a year of driving with a freeze and a thaw
after the road repairs and culvert repairs are complete so then the project
will be done in the Spring of 2026. The engineer has also recommended
that we try and group mailboxes on the road but this is his preliminary
recommendation. He will be attending the April, 2025 township meeting
to give a presentation on Alcott Drive. A resident asked about
reclaiming and whether this would mean grinding off the top and
resurfacing it. Supervisor Ostendorf stated that yes, equipment comes in
and grinds off the top layer and then an overlay of tar is laid down. The
engineer has stated that there is a solid base underneath Alcott Drive.
Whether it is decided to do an overlay or a complete reclaim, after the
tar is laid down, it will also be micro-sealed within the first year. This
has shown to help maintain a tar road longer. Another resident asked
whether residents can attend the April meeting and if a reminder could
possibly be mailed out and Supervisor Ostendorf stated yes. Another
resident shared that they appreciate the orange postcards that are sent
out.

Resident Gary Roering asked how much it will cost to repair the
problem areas. Supervisor Ostendorf stated that it may cost
approximately $140,000.00. He stated the cost is significant because a



very large culvert (72”) with an apron will need to be installed in one
area. Supervisor Ahrens added that the township has been moving
slower on this project in order to ensure that all of the repair work is
done correctly. Resident Roering commented that the longer it takes, the
more expensive it becomes.

Supervisor Ostendorf stated that borings beyond 12” will be done on the
road in order to make sure we get past any issues for the road. The road
has held up well except for the specific areas.

c. Supervisor Ostendorf then provided an update regarding broadband in
the township. He stated that Arvig is interested in continuing work but
funding is the problem. Supervisor Ostendorf will continue to stay in
contact with Arvig to encourage expansion of broadband.

8. Approve Budget, General Levy, and any Depreciated Levies

a. Treasurer VanHavermaet presented the budget numbers for Birchdale
Township including the expenses for road maintenance in the township
including a ten year comparison. She shared that the current budget is:

$50,000.00: General Revenue
$23,000.00: Fire Fund
$385,000.00: Road and Bridge
Total in Funds: $458,000.00

She stated that we have 3 options. We could pass the levy at the same
amount: $458,000.00, we could increase by $50,000 for Road and
Bridge or we could increase it by $100,000.00 for Road and Bridge for a
total levy of $558,000.00.

A resident asked whether it was raised last year and Treasurer
VanHavermaet stated yes, it was by $100,000.00. The resident asked
whether it could ever go down and she stated yes, residents could vote to
lower it.

Treasurer Vanhavermaet shared that the Board is looking at what other
tarred roads need to be repaired in the township, and the fact that we
don’t have a large surplus. Treasurer VanHavermaet stated that the
township does plan to apply for a road grant to assist in paying for
Alcott Drive but this is not a guarantee so the township is planning to
look at borrowing the funds, also called “bonding”.

Resident Miller asked about the number of miles of tarred road in the
township. Supervisor Berscheid shared this information and also that
there are 2 bridges in the township. He stated that the other tarred roads
are beginning to show wear and will also need to be overlayed or
reclaimed in the next 10 years. Resident Miller stated that he wished the
funds would have been put away sooner but he stated that he would be
okay with the extra assessment. He feels that being proactive is good.



Supervisor Carstens stated that most townships do not have the funds
and are faced with these tough decisions also. He stated that we could
wait longer to do the work but costs continue to increase. We know what
we need to do. It’s just the funding that is the problem. Resident Rob
Johnson stated that we don’t want to get too behind and it would be
better to continue to increase the levy a little at a time rather than a large
jump. Supervisor Bebus stated that the Board has tried to keep taxes
down in the past but now we are having to catch up. Supervisor
Berscheid stated that some of the other roads that are going to need
repair include 245" Avenue and Blue Spruce. We can’t let the roads go.

A resident shared that sometimes the shorter roads don’t get as much
attention and felt that Archer Drive wasn’t plowed as much. Supervisor
Ostendorf encouraged all residents to let the Board know if there are
problem areas or road issues such as plowing.

A motion was made by Supervisor Larry Bebus, seconded by Eric
Peterson and unanimously approved to increase the levy by $100,000.00
and to put this amount into the Road and Bridge fund.

Changing the Time of the Monthly Board Meeting

Supervisor Berscheid shared that there was interest in moving up the
time of the monthly township meeting from 8:00 PM to 7:30 PM so that
the meetings do not go so late. Resident Peterson asked what the Board
preference was and the Board stated that they would like the meeting
moved up to 7:30 PM. A motion was made by Chad Niezgocki,
seconded by Eric Peterson and unanimously carried to change the
monthly township meeting time from 8:00 PM to 7:30 PM.

Other Township Business

Resident Rob Johnson shared that he lives along Almond Drive and has
a lot on Little Birch Lake. He stated that there is a walkway that runs
along the lake and all of the lots which was placed there in 1908. It is
still showing on a plat map. There is no public access to the walkway
and for some lots, the lake has eroded where the walkway was
originally. Multiple lot owners have built over the walkway on their lot
and in fact, Resident Johnson has a retaining wall built on the walkway.
This could cause issues for resident with any permitting for any future
construction and Resident Johnson would like to pursue having the
walkway vacated. A motion was made by Marlene VanHavermaet,
seconded by Jeff Meyer and unanimously approved to vacate the
lakewalk running parallel along the lots off of Almond Drive along
Little Birch Lake.

Resident Josh Simek also addressed the meeting and stated that he
would also like to pursue a street vacation in Ward Springs which is
labeled as the old Main Street on a plat map. There are a number of
unused, old streets still showing up on a map for Ward Springs. Resident
Simek is pursuing selling a portion of his property and needs to have this
street vacation corrected prior to making the sale. A motion was made



by Rob Johnson, seconded by Supervisor Arnie Berscheid and
unanimously carried to approve the Main Street vacation.

Maps for both of these vacations will be included with these minutes and
the township will work with the residents and their township attorney to
complete the vacations.

9. Approve Time and Location for the next Annual Meeting and Township
Election

a. A motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded by Eric Peterson
and unanimously carried to set the next Annual Meeting and Township
Election for Tuesday, March 10, 2026 at the Birchdale Township Hall
with election hours to be from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. and the Annual Meeting
to begin at 8:15 p.m. Notice of the election and meeting to be published
in the Sauk Centre Herald and the Long Prairie Leader and posted on the
Township’s website and Town Hall bulletin board.

10. Adjournment

With no further business, a motion was made by Supervisor Larry Bebus,
seconded by Jeff Meyer, and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 9:30
p.m.

The Board thanked all of the residents for attending the annual meeting.

Respectfully Submitted,

Jackie Bauer
Birchdale Township Clerk



