
 

 

Birchdale Township 

Annual Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, March 12, 2024 - 8:15 p.m. 

 

1. Call to Order /Pledge of Allegiance 

 

a. Clerk Bauer called to order the Annual Meeting of the Birchdale 

Township Board at 8:15 p.m. on Tuesday, March 12, 2024 at the 

Birchdale Town Hall.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  The 

following were present:  Supervisors Jim Carstens, Dale Ahrens, Arnold 

Berscheid, Larry Bebus and Joe Ostendorf, Clerk Jackie Bauer and 

Treasurer Marlene VanHavermaet.  Also in attendance were Residents 

Chad Weber, Eric Peterson, Todd Dilley, Jeff Rohde, Marc Brinkman, 

David Theisen, Jerry B., Gary Roering, Clara Berscheid, Riley Laine, 

Patsy Ahrens, David Schwanke, Betty Schwanke, Henry Fuechtmann, 

Jon Middendorf and Jessalyn Middendorf. 

 

2. Election of a Moderator 

 

a. Clerk Bauer announced that the electors would need to nominate a 

moderator for the meeting. A motion was made by Supervisor Larry 

Bebus, seconded by Supervisor Berscheid and unanimously carried that 

Supervisor Jim Carstens serve as the moderator. 

 

3. Announce Agenda for Rest of Meeting 

 

a. Moderator Carstens announced the agenda for the meeting. 

 

4. Approval of Agenda 

 

a. A motion was made by Supervisor Dale Ahrens, seconded by Supervisor 

Joe Ostendorf, and unanimously carried to approve the agenda. 

 

5. Reading of Minutes 

 

a. Clerk Bauer then read the March 14, 2023 Annual Meeting Minutes.  A 

motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded by Supervisor 

Bebus and unanimously carried to approve the meeting minutes as 

amended.  

 

6. Reading of Board of Audit Report as Posted Prior to Meeting 

 

a. Treasurer VanHavermaet then presented and reviewed the Audit Report 

for the year ending December 31, 2023. Treasurer VanHavermaet 

explained what each fund is comprised of and that Road and Bridge and 

the Gas Tax Fund are both used for maintenance of township roads. 

Treasurer VanHavermaet also read through the receipts for the year. A 

motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded by Supervisor 

Bebus and unanimously carried to approve the Board of Audit Report 

for the year ending December 31, 2023. 



 

 

 

7. Road Report By Road Subcommittee 

 

a. Supervisor Ostendorf explained that 99% of the brush cutting is now 

complete in the township. This project was started 4 years ago and it is 

now just finishing up. The Board continues to see benefits from the 

brush cutting resulting in less snow and ice on roads. Hoffman Tree 

Trimming has taken out stumps from brushing. 

 

b. Supervisor Ostendorf shared with residents that one of the minimum 

maintenance roads in the township was cleared and a parking area was 

created. The DNR had approached the township and asked to do a 

combined project where the DNR would fund $25,000.00 toward the 

cost of this improvement if the township would match. The DNR 

provided all of the graveling for the road and parking area. 

 

c. Supervisor Berscheid stated that our current contractor for snow plowing 

was short-staffed this winter. However, he is working with another 

contractor who does plowing and is helping him out with Birchdale 

Township roads. Supervisor Berscheid also stated that 2 to 3 new 

culverts were installed this year. 

 

d. Supervisor Berscheid addressed Alcott Drive. He stated that the 

township did not do crack filling on Alcott because this road is 

scheduled to be micro-sealed and re-tarred in the next year. The 

township is applying for grant funds to do this project but also has been 

increasing the levy in order to build enough funds to complete Alcott. 

The north half of Alcott Drive is in better shape than the south half. A 

resident asked more about doing specific repairs on Alcott Drive and the 

Board stated that the plan is to have Riley Construction work on 

repairing specific spots that need repair. The resident stated that he 

wished that there would have been a “Plan B” for fixing Alcott Drive as 

it is in poor shape and needs to be redone soon. Supervisor Bebus asked 

whether there was a lot of heavy vehicles or semis that use the road but 

residents stated they were more concerned with the number of speeders 

along Alcott Drive as this is a shortcut between two county roads. 

Another concern is the vehicles who park along the shoulder of Alcott 

Drive. 

 

Supervisor Bebus then introduced Sheriff Mike Allen who was in 

attendance at the meeting. He stated that he does personally drive Alcott 

from time to time but if there are any issues with speeders, to please 

contact him. He also stated that as long as the road is passable for 

emergency vehicles, then cars can park on the shoulders. 

 

A resident asked about possibly installing a radar speed sign. Supervisor 

Bebus shared that there was a sign installed along Angler Drive but it 

has done little to slow down drivers. The Board also shared that it would 

not be possible to install speed bumps on Alcott Drive. 

 



 

 

e. The Board stated that the main upcoming road project is going to be 

Alcott Drive. The Board is planning to contact an engineer to review and 

provide a recommendation and estimate for repairing Alcott Drive. Most 

likely, the township will need to borrow or bond for funds for this 

project as it is anticipated to be over a million dollars. Clerk Bauer will 

also continue to search for possible grant funding.  

 

f. Broadband in the township was discussed. Arvig is laying fiber optic in 

select areas and should be done by the end of March. Connections can 

than be installed. It is cost prohibitive for broadband installers to lay 

cable in areas where there is less population as there are fewer people to 

sign on for service connection.  

 

8. Possibly Changing The Time of Monthly Township Board Meetings 

 

a. Supervisor Berscheid asked residents for their input regarding possibly 

moving the monthly township meeting time from 8:00 PM to 7:00 PM. 

Supervisor Ahrens stated that 7:00 PM is a little early for farmers and 

Supervisor Ostendorf stated that he would like the time to continue at 

8:00 PM. 

 

Clara Berscheid stated that she would be in support of moving the time 

to 7:00 PM. Gary Roering asked about the contractors that come to all of 

the township meetings and how changing the time might impact their 

ability to attend meetings.  

 

Jeff Rohde addressed the Board and asked what they would like to do 

and Supervisor Bebus stated that we should try to make it easy for the 

contractors to attend. A motion to keep the meeting time the same at 

8:00 PM, was made by Jeff Rohde, seconded by Dave Schwanke and 

unanimously approved. 

 

9. Approve Budget, General Levy, and any Depreciated Levies 

 

a. Treasurer VanHavermaet presented the budget numbers for Birchdale 

Township including the expenses for road maintenance in the township 

including a ten year comparison. Last year, residents did agree to 

increase the township levy by $100,000.00 due to anticipated large road 

projects coming up within the township. The levy was increased last 

year with the idea that it would be increased incrementally each year so 

Alcott Drive is a priority but other roads will also need repair in the 

future so increasing the levy to set aside funds will ensure that the 

township has the funds to do the necessary work. Road materials have 

increased by quite a bit with asphalt alone going from $8.00/ton to 

$60.00/ton in the past year. After discussion by residents agreeing that 

township funds need to grow, a motion was made by Supervisor 

Carstens, seconded by Supervisor Berscheid and unanimously approved 

to increase the levy again by $100,000.00 for the 2025 tax year. These 

funds would then be made available to the township in 2026 which 

would continue to build up enough funds to repair Alcott Road. 



 

 

 

b. Resident Gary Roering gave an update on Higgins Long Lake. He stated 

that the legislature has given residents 1.2 million dollars to address the 

high water level on the lake. The Sauk River Watershed is working as 

the governing body to assist residents. The residents have 3 years to use 

the funds and their hope would be to possibly drain water to Sauk Lake 

through Diamond Point. 

 

10. Approve Time and Location for the next Annual Meeting and Township 

Election 

  

a. A motion was made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by Marlene 

VanHavermaet and unanimously carried to set the next Annual Meeting 

and Township Election for Tuesday, March 11, 2025 at the Birchdale 

Township Hall with election hours to be from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. and the 

Annual Meeting to begin at 8:15 p.m. Notice of the election and meeting 

to be published in the Sauk Centre Herald and the Long Prairie Leader 

and posted on the Township’s website and Town Hall bulletin board.  

 

11. Adjournment 

 

With no further business, a motion was made by Jeff Rohde, seconded by Eric 

Peterson, and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 9:40 p.m. 

 

The Board thanked all of the residents for attending the annual meeting. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

______________________ 

Jackie Bauer 

Birchdale Township Clerk 


