BIRCHDALE TOWNSHIP
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
TUESDAY, March 25, 2025 - 7:30 P.M.

Call to Order/ Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call

Clerk Jackie Bauer called to order the regular meeting of the Birchdale Township
Board at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, March 25th, 2025 at the Birchdale Town Hall.
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Present were Supervisors Jim Carstens,
Dale Ahrens, Arnie Berscheid, Larry Bebus, Joseph Ostendorf and Treasurer
Marlene VanHavermaet and Clerk Jackie Bauer. Also in attendance was John
Florin, Jeff Mayer, Sara Housman, Nate Housman, Robbie Johnson and Erv
Herdering.

. Oaths of Office

Prior to the start of the meeting, Clerk Bauer administered the Oath of Office to
Supervisors Jim Carstens and Dale Ahrens. Supervisors Carstens and Ahrens
were elected to a three year term at the March 11™, 2025 Township Election.

. Select Chair and Vice Chair

Clerk Bauer called for a motion to select a Chair. A motion was made by
Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded by Supervisor Ahrens and carried to elect Jim
Carstens as Chair.

Chair Carstens called for a motion to select a Vice Chair. A motion was made by
Supervisor Bebus, seconded by Supervisor Berscheid and carried to elect
Supervisor Ostendorf as Vice Chair for the year.

. Approval of Agenda

A motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded by Supervisor Ahrens and
unanimously carried to approve the agenda as amended.

. Approval of Minutes

A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Bebus, and
unanimously carried to approve the February 25, 2025 Regular Meeting minutes.

. Approval of Treasurer’s Report

Treasurer VanHavermaet presented the March Treasurer’s Report. A motion was
made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by Supervisor Bebus and unanimously
carried to accept the March Treasurer’s Report.



7. Approval of Bills

Next presented was the list of bills for the month of March to be considered for
payment. Supervisor Ostendorf asked about the culvert steaming done by
Bueckers. Supervisor Bebus stated that this was for a culvert along Angler Drive
and it is repaired and running well now. A motion was made by Supervisor
Ostendorf, seconded by Supervisor Berscheid unanimously carried to approve
payment of the bills in the amount of $31,646.98 (See attached list of bills).

8. Resident’s Comments

a. Resident Sara Housman addressed the Board. She recently moved to a
residence along Pauley Lake and would like to add a small dog boarding
facility on her property. She stated that it would only be 4 dogs at a time
per Todd County policy. She will also do grooming along with boarding.
There is a small play area that is contained and her building is insulated
where the dogs will be kept so this will help with any barking noise. She
currently grooms 175 dogs and will not be taking on any new clients. She
will plan to build a 25 X 40 foot shed between the current shed and house.
The Board is supportive of her requests.

9. Reports/Requests/Presidents

a. None.

10. Township Road Report

a. Alott Drive — Supervisor Ostendorf shared updates regarding Alcott Drive.
We still have the estimate for the spring repair work to be one on Alcott
Drive. This estimate has been submitted to Todd County Soil & Water
Department for potential cost sharing through grant funds. We will be
notified around April 18", 2025 if we qualify for the funds. These funds
will cover rip-rap and culverts that are being replaced along the road.
MBC has began removing some trees along Alcott. As soon as the frost
leaves, tiling and repair work can begin.

Clerk Bauer addressed the Board asking whether they knew if there was
any outlet along Alcott Drive directly to Sauk Lake. Clerk Bauer is
looking into the DNR State Park Road Account Grant and this grant
requires there be some sort of connection between the road and a
recreational area such as a lake or park. At this time there isn’t anything so
Clerk Bauer does not think Alcott Drive would qualify for the grant.

Tracey Bargen, Widseth Engineer, will be attending the April regular
township meeting and Supervisor Ostendorf asked Clerk Bauer to remind
him of the 7:30 PM meeting start time which she will do.



b. Greg Thooft from Tuff Excavating shared cost estimates with the Board
regarding storm damage clean-up and mowing. He is interested in
providing these services to Birchdale Township and wanted to share his
prices with the Board. They will keep this in mind.

c. Guard Rail on Amber Trail — Supervisor Berscheid shared that a vehicle
driving too fast missed the turn on Amber Trail and drive into the Guard
Rail. Todd County Sheriff Allen stated that they do not know who was
driving. Todd County Engineering does not have the supplies to replace
the guard rail but can order the items. Supervisor Berscheid asked if we
should put any type of reflective signage in this area and Treasurer
VanHavermaet asked whether the 30 mph speed sign should be removed.
This road is a dead-end road. Supervisor Ostendorf stated that being that
we have only had the 1 accident that he was in favor of just repairing the
guard rail as we have had it. Supervisor Ostendorf made a motion to repair
the area as it was, seconded by Supervisor Bebus and unanimously
carried.

d. Supervisor Ostendorf was contacted by Arvig Communications. They
stated that they will be installing more fiber-optic this summer and will
most likely be trenching in some areas of the township. He stated that if
we were going to do any ditch clean-up, MBC Drainage will charge more
because if they have to cross any lines with equipment, it costs roughly
$500.00 each time they cross. Currently 245" Street and Blue Spruce
potentially need brushing work done. Supervisor Ostendorf asked if he
should check with Arvig to find out exactly where they are planning to lay
cable and report back at the next meeting? Supervisor Bebus asked
whether we should get another bid for brushing work because he
wondered if other contractors charge that too. Supervisor Bebus stated that
for contract work coming in front of Todd County, MBC has been a little
higher so it might be good to see what other contractors would charge.
Supervisor Carstens stated that he would like to see the Board put focus
and funds on Alcott Drive at this time but felt it would be good to get
more information from Arvig. Supervisor Bebus agreed and so Supervisor
Ostendorf will meet with Arvig and find out which roads they will be
running cable along and report at the April meeting.

11. Unfinished Business

a. Local Board of Appeals & Equalization — Clerk Bauer reminded the Board
that the Local Board of Appeals meeting will be held on April 151, 2025
at 9:00 AM at the Birchdale Township Hall. She has not been contacted by
any residents asking for an appointment as of today.

b. Pathway Vacation Along Little Birch Lake — At the Annual Meeting for
Birchdale Township, Resident Robbie Johnson requested the vacation of



the Lake Walk along the west side of Little Birch Lake and asked that the
Board consider the matter at their March meeting. To proceed with a road
(or in this case lake walk) vacation, residents can either submit a petition
with at least 8 signatures requesting Board action or propose a vote on the
issue at the next yearly Annual Township Meeting. The Board reviewed
the proposed hearing order and resolution prepared by Township Attorney
Troy Gilchrist. In the resolution, it was noticed that there are 2 conflicting
paragraphs stating that because this impacts a water body, that the DNR
needs to be contacted and notified and no hearing should be scheduled for
60 days because of this, but a second paragraph in the resolution, states
that the DNR does not need to be contacted. Before setting a date for a
hearing, the Board asked Clerk Bauer to contact Attorney Gilchrist and
clarify these paragraphs in the resolution and bring to the April Board
Meeting. Clerk Bauer will do this.

c. Main Street Vacation, Ward Springs — Residents Joshua Simek and
Bueckers also attended the Annual Meeting and requested a vacation of an
old road located in the town of Ward Springs that is no longer used. This
road was in existence in an old community called Birch Lake City prior to
Ward Springs. Attorney Gilchrist has drafted a resolution but still needs
the proper legal description for the resolution. Attorney Gilchrist would
like to attend the hearing in person and asked that the Board set a hearing
date with both of the above vacations back-to-back to save on his driving
to this appointment. The Board is waiting on approving this resolution
until the April meeting so that both resolutions can be drafted correctly
and then they will set a hearing notice.

Resident Robbie Johnson, who was in attendance and has been assisting
Clerk Bauer with the vacation process of the lake walk, also had additional
questions about the road that runs in front of his home. This road is an
extension off of Almond Drive. At some point, the road is no longer a
township road but it shows as a public road with Todd County. It is not a
township road. Robbie is asking about who controls signage along the
road and whether the residents are responsible for taking care of the road.
Clerk Bauer will contact Attorney Gilchrist to ask him these questions and
will stay in contact with Resident Johnson.

d. During this point in the meeting, Clerk Bauer realized that she had missed
a claim in the list for approval from Tuff Excavating in the amount of
$2385.00. A motion was made by Supervisor Bebus, seconded by
Supervisor Berscheid and unanimously carried to include this invoice in
the List of Claims for this month’s approval. Clerk Bauer ran the check
and it was signed at the meeting.

12. New Business



. Supervisor Berscheid received a request from a resident asking that the
Board have name-plates in front of them during Township Meetings.
Supervisor Ostendorf stated that this was a good idea so that residents
know who to contact or who to address during meetings. Clerk Bauer will
check into pricing information and the Board asked her to go ahead and
order these name signs including for the Clerk and Treasurer also.

. The Board then considered appointing the Township Attorney for the
coming year. A motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded by
Supervisor Bebus, and unanimously carried to reappoint Troy Gilchrist of
Town Law Center as the Township Attorney.

Consideration was then given to designating the official newspaper for the
coming year. A motion was made by Supervisor Carstens, seconded by
Supervisor Ahrens, and unanimously carried to appoint the Sauk Centre
Herald and the Long Prairie Leader as the official newspapers.

. Next considered was designation of the official posting places for the
coming year. A motion was made by Supervisor Bebus, seconded by
Supervisor Ahrens, and unanimously carried to again designate the
Township bulletin board and Township website as the official posting
places in 2025.

Birchdale Township holds a safe deposit box at Magnifi Financial and
they are requesting a signature form stating who would have access to this
box. The box contains the abstract for the town hall property. A motion
was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded by Supervisor Berscheid
and unanimously carried to appoint Chair Carstens, Vice Chair Ostendorf,
Clerk Bauer and Treasurer VanHavermaet as the designated signatures for
the box. They will hold the keys that access the box.

Next considered was the proposed resolution designating the depositories
of Township funds; The proposed Resolution states that financial entities
the Township is currently doing business with are; Pine Country Bank of
Sauk Centre, Minnesota National Bank, Sauk Centre, and Magnifi
Financial, Melrose. A motion was made by Supervisor Carstens, seconded
by Supervisor Ostendorf and unanimously carried to adopt Resolution No.
2025-02, Resolution Designating Depositories of Township Funds. (A
copy of the Resolution is on file in the Official Resolution Book of the
Township.)

Next considered was the Resolution Adopting Compensation and
Reimbursement Policy for Birchdale Township Officers and Policy. The
Board then reviewed and considered any possible changes. No changes
were made to the Compensation and Reimbursement Policy. A motion
was made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by Supervisor Berscheid and



unanimously approved to adopt Resolution No. 2025-03, Resolution
Adopting the Compensation and Reimbursement Policy for Birchdale
Township.

. Next considered was the proposed gopher bounty resolution. The proposed
Resolution sets the gopher bounty rate at $3.00 per gopher. A motion was
made by Supervisor Carstens, seconded by Supervisor Ahrens, and
unanimously carried to adopt Resolution No. 2025-04, Resolution
Establishing a Gopher Bounty in Birchdale. (A copy of the Policy in on
file in the Policy Book of the Township.)

Proposed Resolution No. 2025-05, Resolution Adopting Road Standards
Policy for Birchdale Township — See attached proposed Resolution. A
motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Bebus
and unanimously approved to adopt Resolution No. 2025-05, Resolution
Adopting Road Standards Policy for Birchdale Township.

Road Committee Appointments — The Board to appoint Supervisors to
serve on the Road Committee for the 2025 year. Supervisors Berscheid
and Ostendorf served on the Road Committee in 2024. A motion was
made by Supervisor Carstens, seconded by Supervisor Ahrens and
unanimously approved to keep Supervisor Ostendorf and Supervisor
Berscheid as the Road Committee in 2025.

. The Board then opened the quotes received from Weston VanHavermaet
for mowing of Town Hall Property for the 2025 Season. Quote
information had been sent to Weston VanHavermaet and posted on the
Township’s website and bulletin board. A motion was made by Supervisor
Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Bebus, and unanimously carried to
award the Lawn Mowing of Town Hall Property work to Weston
VanHavermaet at a rate of $40.00 per cutting. The lawn is to be cut no
more than two times a month unless prior approval is given by a Township
Supervisor.

Open Sealed Quotes Received for Road Grading/Blading and Consider
Awarding Quote — At the Board’s February 25, 2025 meeting, action was
taken to seek sealed quotes for Road Grading/Blading for the 2025
Season. One quote was received from Herdering Inc. The Herdering
guote was as follows:
e Equipment at $125.00/ hour:
o 730A Champion Grader
o 720 Champion Grader
o 730 A Champion Motor Grader with Packer -
$135.00/hour
e Fuel Surcharges:
o Prices based on a $3.00 per gallon Off Road



o Forevery $.25 increase per gallon over $3.00, an
additional $2.00 per hour would be added.

Supervisor Berscheid asked Mr. Herdering if he got a new grader and he
stated that he did and it has a packer attachment. A motion was made by
Supervisor Ostendorf seconded by Supervisor Berscheid, and unanimously
carried to award the Grading/Blading of Gravel Roads for the 2025 Season
work to Herdering, Inc as per their quote. Clerk Bauer was directed to
notify Herdering, Inc in writing of the quote award.

. Open Sealed Quotes Received for Class 5 Gravel and Consider Awarding
Quote — At the Board’s February 25, 2025 meeting, action was taken to
seek sealed quotes for Class 5 Gravel for the 2025 Season. One quote was
received from Herdering Inc. The Herdering quote was as follows:
e Crushing, Hauling and Cost of Material: $11.45 rate per yard
o Hauling on roads as directed by Township Board
o Gravel crushed to meet Township specifications
o Prices based on $3.50 per gallon truck diesel, for every
$.25 increase in fuel price, an additional $0.10 per yard
would be added.

A motion was made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by Supervisor
Ostendorf and unanimously carried to award the Class 5 Gravel for the
2025 Season to Herdering, Inc as per their quote. Clerk Bauer was directed
to notify Herdering, Inc in writing of the quote award.

. Open Sealed Quotes Received For Crack Filling and Consider Awarding
Quote — At the Board’s February 25, 2025 meeting, action was taken to
seek sealed quotes for Crack Filling for the 2025 Season and the Clerk
was directed to post the information on the Town Hall bulletin board and
Township website. She was also directed to send the information to
Astech, Precision Roadway and Midwest Asphalt. Only Astech returned a
quote, so the board agreed to table opening the Crack Filling Quotes until
the April meeting so that additional quotes could be received.

. Clerk Bauer presented the proposed quote information and form regarding
Dust Control. A motion was made by Supervisor Carstens, seconded by
Supervisor Ahrens and unanimously carried to approve the quote
information and amended form and authorize seeking sealed quotes for
Dust Control. Clerk Bauer was directed to send the quote information and
form to Herdering Inc., Central MN Dust Control and Knife River and to
post the information on the Township website and Township bulletin
board. Quotes to be received until 8:00 p.m. Tuesday, April 29, 2025 and
the quotes to be opened at the 8:00 p.m. Board meeting.



p. Authorize to Seek Proposals (sealed quotes) for Paint Striping — The
Board to discuss whether paint striping needs to be completed for any
roads within the Township. Supervisor Berscheid stated that no paint
striping needs to be done at this time except for Alcott Drive and he
recommends we wait until the road is re-done in 2026.

g. Authorize to Seek Proposals (sealed quotes) for Seal Coating Project —
The Board discussed whether any seal coating needs to be completed for
any roads within the Township. Supervisor Berscheid and Supervisor
Ostendorf stated that no seal coating needs to be done this year.

r. Renewal of Fire Service Contract with the City of Melrose (Contract
terminates July 1, 2025) — This item is placed on the March meeting
agenda per the Township’s Calendar of Events in case the Board would
like to discontinue the contact. No action was taken as the Board would
like to continue the contract renewal with the City of Melrose Fire
Department.

s. Discuss any follow-up items from the Annual Meeting — There is nothing
to discuss at this time.

13. Informational ltems

The Board then reviewed the following informational items:

a. Correspondence Received From The City of Melrose — Correspondence
was received from the City of Melrose with updated 2026 Fire Contract
Charges.

b. Assessment Requests Received From Main Street Title & Closings LLC —
The following assessment requests were received from Main Street Title
& Closings LLC:

1. Robert and Patricia \Voyles, 21781 110" Street, Sauk Centre, MN

2. Steven and Ann Brunswig, Cedar Lake Road, Sauk Centre, MN (2
Lots)

3. Jonathan and Jessalyn Middendorf, 12066 Alcott Drive, Sauk Centre,
MN

Clerk Bauer responded that there are no assessments from Birchdale
Township

14. Officers Comments

a. None

15. Adjournment



With no further business, a motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded
by Supervisor Ostendorf and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 9:50
p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Jackie Bauer
Birchdale Township Clerk



