-BIRCHDALE TOWNSHIP
REGULAR MEETING MINUITES
TUESDAY, MARCH 28, 2023 — 8:00 P.M.

Call to Order/ Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call

Clerk Jackie Bauer called to order the regular meeting of the Birchdale Township
Board at 8:00 p.m. on Tuesday, March 28, 2023 at the Birchdale Town Hall. The
Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Present were Supervisors Jim Carstens, Dale
Ahrens, Arnie Berscheid, Larry Bebus, Joseph Ostendorf and Treasurer Marlene
VanHavermaet and Clerk Jackie Bauer. Also in attendance were David Theisen,
Beth Heinze, Jay Heinze, Chris Frieler, Shawn DeSmith, Angie Zebell, Eric
Peters, Ervin Herdering and Jasmine.

. Oaths of Office

Prior to the start of the meeting, Clerk Bauer administered the Oath of Office to
Supervisor Larry Bebus. Supervisors Larry Bebus was elected to a three year term
at the March 14, 2023 Township Election.

. Select Chair and Vice Chair

Clerk Bauer called for a motion to select a Chair. A motion was made by
Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Ostendorf and carried to elect Jim
Carstens as Chair.

Clerk Bauer called for a motion to select a Vice Chair. A motion was made by
Supervisor Carstens, seconded by Supervisor Ahrens and carried to elect
Supervisor Ostendorf as Vice Chair for the year.

. Approval of Agenda

A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Bebus and
unanimously carried to approve the agenda as amended.

. Approval of Minutes

A motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded by Supervisor Bebus, and
unanimously carried to approve the February 28, 2023 Regular Meeting minutes.

. Approval of Treasurer’s Report

Treasurer VanHavermaet presented the March Treasurer’s Report. A motion was
made by Supervisor Bebus, seconded by Supervisor Berscheid, and unanimously
carried to accept the Treasurer’s Report.



7. Approval of Bills

Next presented was the list of bills for the month of March to be considered for
payment. A motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded by Supervisor
Berscheid, and unanimously carried to approve payment of the bills in the amount
of $39,771.45 (See attached list of bills).

8. Resident’s Comments

a.

Shawn DeSmith — Resident Shawn DeSmith addressed the board
regarding property that he is selling. His surveyor requested that he attend
his township meeting and inform the Board of the sale. He also has
paperwork that requires a signature from the chairman stating that he did
attend the meeting and notify the board of the sale. Resident DeSmith
stated in the past a road was put in that took away access to his property
but an easement was granted. However, for whatever reason, the easement
was never recorded so before selling, he needs to resolve this. He asked
the Board about where he should put the driveway into the property and
whether the township can grant the easement. Chairman Carstens stated
that he can put the driveway in wherever he would like but the township
can’t grant the easement. However, the Board will approve adding a
culvert for the driveway approach. Once the property sells, the new buyer
can add a culvert but would need to complete a culvert permit from
Birchdale Township so that a Road Supervisor can check the approach and
culvert placement before installing. Chairman Carstens completed the
paperwork for Resident DeSmith and he thanked the Board for the
information.

9. Reports/Requests/Presidents

a.

None

10. Township Road Report

a.

Ditch Clearing — Supervisor Ostendorf stated that MBC Drainage has
begun removing trees off of 120" and has burned the resulting brush pile.
He has not started on Blue Bird, Blue Gill or anything in Ward Springs
yet. As soon as everything dries up a bit more, Supervisors Ostendorf and
Berscheid will go through the township and check all roads and ditch areas
and inventory work that needs to be done.

281" Avenue Ditch Clearing — Supervisor Berscheid discussed the ditch
area along 281* Avenue. It has not been an issue with water running over
the road yet but the resident would like to run an irrigation pipe along the
ditch and through the existing culvert. The ditch is higher than the road so
it needs to be dug lower and cleaned out. The resident will place a pipe



sleeve around the irrigation pipe. Supervisor Ahrens asked how far off the
road would the irrigation pipe be laid and Supervisor Berscheid stated that
it will be kept in the road right-of-way. Supervisor Berscheid recommends
that we contact Ilgen Contracting to get a quote for the ditch work and
clean-out. The irrigation pipe will be an 8” pipe and will have a 10”-12”
cement sleeve around it. The pipe will be an 80 PSI pipe. The Board was
in agreement with Supervisor Berscheid contacting Ilgens and getting a
quote for the work and then presenting this at the April Board Meeting.

Township Road Approach — Supervisor Ahrens presented a request by
Residents Jay and Beth Heinze, who were in attendance, to install a
driveway approach and culvert. Resident Heinze asked the Board
regarding their advice on where he should install the approach. Currently,
there are other people crossing his property to access their own properties.
Supervisor Carstens stated that it might be worth the cost for him to
contact an attorney and pursue requesting an easement. Supervisor
Carstens stated that he should talk to the other land owners and also
contact Todd County. Residents Heinze will do this first and then may still
pursue installing an approach but will check into requesting an easement
first.

. Minimum Maintenance Roads — Supervisor Ostendorf stated that
Birchdale Township is eligible for a $15,000.00 grant from the
Department of Natural Resources (DNR). It is a matching grant so the
township would spend $15,000.00 to access the $15,000.00. Supervisor
Ostendorf would like to talk further with MBC Drainage about what
repairs or costs could be done with the Minimum Maintenance Roads and
the best use of the $30,000.00 (grant plus township funds). Resident
Frieler asked whether these roads could be logged by anyone or if any
resident could just go in and clean out the roads. The Board stated that if a
resident chose to do that, they would assume their own liability, so the
Board cautioned that they are not recommending residents do this.
Supervisor Berscheid stated that he had gotten to talk to Bart from MBC
Drainage briefly and he felt he could get through the road by removing
trees however the costs of doing this will add up very fast. Also, permits
for any work need to be approved because two of the three roads are
accessing state lands. The DNR would like the funds to go toward gravel.
Supervisor Berscheid asked Mr. Herdering, who was in attendance at the
meeting, if he thought the Board should have MBC Drainage remove the
trees even if the township does not get the grant funds. Supervisor
Herdering has done minor maintenance work for the three roads in the
past. He thought it would work to take off the tops of the trees. The Board
questioned whether the roads could be abandoned. Supervisor Ostendorf
stated that the Board would have to consult with their attorney because the
DNR would fight against abandoning the two roads that access the state
property. Supervisor Carstens suggested that we keep this topic on the



agenda for the next few months until it is resolved on how and if the grant
funds should be spent to repair the minimum maintenance roads. The grant
funds need to be spent by June 30", 2023.

11. Unfinished Business

a. Local Board of Appeals & Equalization — Clerk Bauer reminded the Board
of the Local Board of Appeals and Equalization Meeting that will be held
at the Birchdale Township Hall on Monday, April 18th, 2023 at 9:00 AM.
All Supervisors are able to attend. Clerk Bauer was contacted by Resident
Chad Niezgocki who is not able to attend the meeting but would like the
Board to review his property value. He will send Clerk Bauer information
that he would like presented at the meeting. Clerk Bauer will contact
Assessor Amy Ebnet prior to the day of the meeting to determine who is
attending and will draft the agenda and send it out.

b. Birchdale Township Culvert Policy — The Board had previously discussed
whether information regarding pipes such as irrigation or manure pipes
could be laid through culverts, should be included in the Township Culvert
Policy. Another suggestion that Supervisor Berscheid asked about was
whether plastic culverts should be addressed in the policy. Supervisor
Berscheid is going to research this more and will provide feedback for the
culvert policy at the April Board Meeting. Clerk Bauer will add this item
to the agenda next month for further discussion.

c. Sourcewell Grant Applications — Clerk Bauer stated that she will apply for
two grants through Sourcewell which is an organization that serves non-
profits in a 5-county area including Todd County. One of the grants is in
the amount of $1000.00 to be used toward a new laptop computer for the
clerk. The current laptop is not able to download Windows 10 operating
system due to its age. The new version of the Township Financial
Software, CTAS, requires Windows 10 in order to operate. The other grant
is for approximately $20,000.00 and if approved, will be used for updates
to the town hall including new carpet, window replacement, toilet stool
and sink replacement, new furniture and new wireless printer. The Board
also inquired whether a new laptop should also be purchased for the
Treasurer. The Treasurer stated that she would continue to use her own
laptop if it is able to operate the new version of CTAS. Treasurer
VanHavermaet also stated that possibly Chrome Books could be a more
economical purchase for laptops for both the Clerk and Treasurer
depending on how much in grant funds the township is awarded. Clerk
Bauer will include the purchase of an updated laptop also for the Treasurer
in the $20,000.00 grant request. Supervisor Ostendorf suggested that in the
future, the Board may want to draft an IT Policy for the township that
addresses cycling out technology.



For each grant request, a Resolution stating that the Board is supporting
applying for the grants is required. A motion was made by Supervisor
Carstens, seconded by Supervisor Berscheid and unanimously carried to
approve Resolution No. 2023-02, Resolution Approving Applying for
Boost Funding and Resolution No. 2023-07, Resolution Approving
Applying for Impact Funding - See attached Proposed Resolutions.

12. New Business

a.

The Board then considered appointing the Township Attorney for the
coming year. A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by
Supervisor Ahrens, and unanimously carried to reappoint Troy Gilchrist of
Kennedy & Graven as the Township Attorney.

Consideration was then given to designating the official newspaper for the
coming year. A motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded by
Supervisor Bebus, and unanimously carried to appoint the Sauk Centre
Herald, the Grey Eagle Home Town News and the Long Prairie Leader as
the official newspapers.

Next considered was designation of the official posting places for the
coming year. A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by
Supervisor Ostendorf, and unanimously carried to again designate the
Township bulletin board and Township website as the official posting
places in 2023.

Birchdale Township holds a safe deposit box at Magnifi Financial and
they are requesting a signature form stating who would have access to this
box. The box contains the abstract for the town hall property. A motion
was made by Supervisor Berscheid seconded by Supervisor Ostendorf and
unanimously carried to appoint Chair Carstens, Vice Chair Ostendorf,
Clerk Bauer and Treasurer VanHavermaet as the designated signatures for
the box. They will hold the keys that access the box. If Clerk Bauer and
Treasurer VanHavemaet assign deputies, they would also need to sign this
document.

Next considered was the proposed resolution designating the depositories
of Township funds; The proposed Resolution states that financial entities
the Township is currently doing business with are; First State Bank of
Sauk Centre, Minnesota National Bank, Sauk Centre, and Magnifi
Financial, Melrose. A motion was made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded
by Supervisor Bebus and unanimously carried to adopt Resolution No.
2023-03, Resolution Designating Depositories of Township Funds. (A
copy of the Resolution is on file in the Official Resolution Book of the
Township.)



Next considered was the Resolution Adopting Compensation and
Reimbursement Policy for Birchdale Township Officers and Policy. The
Board then reviewed and considered any possible changes. No changes
were made to the Compensation and Reimbursement Policy. A motion
was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Ostendorf
and unanimously approved to adopt Resolution No. 2023-04, Resolution
Adopting the Compensation and Reimbursement Policy for Birchdale
Township.

Next considered was the proposed gopher bounty resolution. The proposed
Resolution sets the gopher bounty rate at $3.00 per gopher. A motion was
made by Supervisor Bebus, seconded by Supervisor Berscheid, and
unanimously carried to adopt Resolution No. 2023-05, Resolution
Establishing a Gopher Bounty in Birchdale. (A copy of the Policy in on
file in the Policy Book of the Township.)

. Proposed Resolution No. 2023-06, Resolution Adopting Road Standards
Policy for Birchdale Township — See attached proposed Resolution. A
motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded by Supervisor Bebus
and unanimously approved to adopt Resolution No. 2023-06, Resolution
Adopting Road Standards Policy for Birchdale Township.

Road Committee Appointments — The Board to appoint Supervisors to
serve on the Road Committee for the 2023 year. Supervisors Berscheid
and Ostendorf served on the Road Committee in 2022. A motion was
made by Supervisor Carstens, seconded by Supervisor Ahrens and
unanimously approved to keep Supervisor Ostendorf and Supervisor
Berscheid as the Road Committee in 2023.

The Board then opened the quotes received from Cayden VanHavermaet
for mowing of Town Hall Property for the 2023 Season. Quote
information had been Cayden VVanHavermaet and posted on the
Township’s website and bulletin board. A motion was made by Supervisor
Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Bebus, and unanimously carried to
award the Lawn Mowing of Town Hall Property work to Cayden
VanHavermaet at a rate of $40.00 per cutting. The lawn is to be cut no
more than two times a month unless prior approval is given by a Township
Supervisor.

. Open Sealed Quotes Received for Road Grading/Blading and Consider
Awarding Quote — At the Board’s February 28, 2023 meeting, action was
taken to seek sealed quotes for Road Grading/Blading for the 2023
Season. One quote was received from Herdering Inc. The Herdering
guote was as follows:
e Equipment at $115.00/ hour:
o CAT Motor Graders



o Champion Motor Graders
o Galion Motor Grader
e Fuel Surcharges:
o Prices based on a $3.00 per gallon Off Road
o Forevery $.25 increase per gallon over $3.00, an
additional $2.00 per hour would be added.

A motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf seconded by Supervisor
Berscheid, and unanimously carried to award the Grading/Blading of
Gravel Roads for the 2023 Season work to Herdering, Inc as per their
quote. Clerk Bauer was directed to notify Herdering, Inc in writing of the
quote award.

Open Sealed Quotes Received for Class 5 Gravel and Consider Awarding
Quote — At the Board’s February 28, 2023 meeting, action was taken to
seek sealed quotes for Class 5 Gravel for the 2023 Season. One quote was
received from Herdering Inc. The Herdering quote was as follows:
e Crushing, Hauling and Cost of Material: $9.95 rate per yard
o Hauling on roads as directed by Township Board
o Gravel crushed to meet Township specifications
o Prices based on $3.50 per gallon truck diesel, for every
$.25 increase in fuel price, an additional $0.10 per yard
would be added.

A motion was made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by Supervisor
Bebus, and unanimously carried to award the Class 5 Gravel for the 2023
Season to Herdering, Inc as per their quote. Clerk Bauer was directed to
notify Herdering, Inc in writing of the quote award.

. Clerk Bauer presented the proposed quote information and form regarding
Dust Control. Supervisor Ostendorf stated that the number of miles in the
township that is listed on the quote form should be changed from
approximately 10 miles to 20 miles. A motion was made by Supervisor
Ostendorf, seconded by Supervisor Berscheid and unanimously carried to
approve the quote information and amended form and authorize seeking
sealed quotes for Dust Control. Clerk Bauer was directed to send the quote
information and form to Herdering Inc., Central MN Dust Control and
Knife River and to post the information on the Township website and
Township bulletin board. Quotes to be received until 8:00 p.m. Tuesday,
April 25, 2023 and the quotes to be opened at the 8:00 p.m. Board
meeting.

. Authorize to Seek Proposals (sealed quotes) for Paint Striping — The
Board to discuss whether paint striping needs to be completed for any
roads within the Township. The Board asked Clerk Bauer to prepare a
quote form for the April Board meeting.



0. Authorize to Seek Proposals (sealed quotes) for Seal Coating Project —
The Board discussed whether any seal coating needs to be completed for
any roads within the Township. Treasurer VanHavermaet stated that there
Is an area that needs repair along Alligator Road. The Board asked Clerk
Bauer to prepare a quote form for the April Board meeting.

p. Renewal of Fire Service Contract with the City of Melrose (Contract
terminates July 1, 2023) — This item is placed on the March meeting
agenda per the Township’s Calendar of Events in case the Board would
like to discontinue the contact. No action was taken as the Board would
like to continue the contract renewal with the City of Melrose Fire
Department.

g. Discuss any follow-up items from the Annual Meeting — The Board asked
Clerk Bauer if a representative from Arvig Communications could attend a
Board Meeting to further discuss Arvig’s plans to install high speed
cabling in the township this summer. Clerk Bauer stated that Jen
Zachariason from Arvig is planning to attend the April Board meeting.
Supervisor Carstens stated that he and other residents that live near him,
contacted Arvig regarding laying the cable near his residence. Because
only a few residents have indicated they are interest, the expense would be
quite high to run the cable to this area. So, Supervisor Carstens is going to
contact more residents who live in this area and as a group, approach
Arvig to express their interest and see if this would change the pricing or if
Arvig would add their neighborhood as a location they will cover.
Supervisor Ostendorf who also lives in this neighborhood indicated that he
would assist Supervisor Carstens in setting up a meeting. The Board asked
Clerk Bauer to add to the township website that the representative from
Arvig would be attending the April Meeting. Clerk Bauer will do this. A
resident in attendance stated that property taxes should be lowered on
property values when there is no internet access available.

13. Informational Items

The Board then reviewed the following informational items:

a. Correspondence received from Todd County Weed Inspector Nancy
Uhlenkamp informing the Township Weed Inspectors of a Township/City
Weed Training scheduled for March 29" from 10:30-Noon at the
Browerville Community Center. Supervisors Bebus and Ahrens will plan
to attend.

14. Officers Comments

15. Adjournment



With no further business, a motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded
by Supervisor Bebus and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 9:38 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Jackie Bauer
Birchdale Township Clerk



