
-BIRCHDALE TOWNSHIP 

REGULAR MEETING MINUITES 

TUESDAY, MARCH 29, 2022 – 8:00 P.M. 

 

 

1. Call to Order/ Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call 

Clerk Jackie Bauer called to order the regular meeting of the Birchdale Township 

Board at 8:00 p.m. on Tuesday, March 29, 2022 at the Birchdale Town Hall. The 

Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Present were Supervisors Jim Carstens, Dale 

Ahrens, Arnie Berscheid, Larry Bebus, Joseph Ostendorf and Treasurer Marlene 

VanHavermaet and Clerk Jackie Bauer.  Also in attendance was Ervin Herdering, 

Mark and Josh Brinkman.   

 

2. Oaths of Office 

 

Prior to the start of the meeting, Clerk Bauer administered the Oath of Office to 

Supervisors Jim Carstens and Dale Ahrens. Supervisors Jim Carstens and Dale 

Ahrens were elected to a three year term at the March 8, 2022Township Election.   

 

3. Select Chair and Vice Chair 

 

Clerk Bauer called for a motion to select a Chair. A motion was made by 

Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Ahrens and carried to elect Jim 

Carstens as Chair.   

 

Clerk Bauer called for a motion to select a Vice Chair.  A motion was made by 

Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by Supervisor Bersched and carried to elect 

Supervisor Ostendorf as Vice Chair for the year. 

 

4. Approval of Agenda 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded by Supervisor Bebus and 

unanimously carried to approve the agenda as amended. 

 

5. Approval of Minutes  

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Ostendorf, 

and unanimously carried to approve the February 22, 2022 Regular Meeting 

minutes.   

 

6. Approval of Treasurer’s Report 

 

Treasurer VanHavermaet presented the March Treasurer’s Report.  A motion was 

made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by Supervisor Ostendorf, and unanimously 

carried to accept the Treasurer’s Report. Supervisor Bebus mentioned that Central 



Minnesota Credit Union is now renamed Magnifi Financial. Treasurer 

VanHavermaet stated that she will make that change on the Treasurer’s Report. 

 

7. Approval of Bills 

 

Next presented was the list of bills for the month of March to be considered for 

payment.  A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor 

Bebus, and unanimously carried to approve payment of the bills in the amount of 

$28,033.99 (See attached list of bills). 

 

8.  Resident’s Comments  
 

a.  None 

 

9.  Reports/Requests/Presidents  
 

a. None 

 

10. Township Road Report 
 

Ditch Clearing – Supervisor Ostendorf stated that MBC Drainage has 

begun cleaning ditches as of last week along Alcott Drive and Alligator 

Drive. They are doing very thorough work and utilizing a boom. Their 

goals include finishing Alcott past the gravel pit by Ken’s Iron, trimming 

along Blue Spruce, Blue Bird, Blue Gill and areas near Diamond Point 

within the next 3 to 4 weeks. The rest of the township will be done 

throughout the summer every few days as the company has free time. All 

work will be completed by early fall. There have been no complaints and 

in fact, a resident stopped by while the work was being done and informed 

Supervisor Ostendorf that this work is long overdue. Supervisor Ostendorf 

stated that the Board does need to make a decision about how the ever 

green trees should be trimmed. Supervisor Ostendorf’s recommendation 

was that if the entire tree is in the road right-of-way, that the tree be 

removed, but if the tree is on the line, that the branches be neatly trimmed 

back. The Board agreed with this recommendation. Supervisor Ostendorf 

also asked the Board if they would like MBC Drainage to send an invoice 

halfway through the summer and then another a final bill at the end of the 

work and the Board would like the company to do this. 

 

Noxious Weed Grant – Clerk Bauer informed the Board that Birchdale 

Township has been awarded a $5,000.00 noxious weed grant but that these 

funds will need to be used by June 30
th

, 2022. This does not give the 

Board much time to use these funds toward weed spraying. Supervisor 

Ahrens asked Clerk Bauer if the funds could be used towards spraying 

smaller seedlings that are growing in the ditch area as well as towards 

some of the ditch clean-up especially where there might be noxious weeds 



growing. Because the ditches are cleaner now, more sun reaches weeds 

and small trees and this is causing more growth of these plants. Clerk 

Bauer will check on this with the grant administrator and inform 

Supervisors Ahrens and Bebus who are the Weed Inspectors for Birchdale 

Township. 

 

11. Unfinished Business 
 

a. Local Board of Appeals & Equalization – Clerk Bauer reminded the Board 

of the Local Board of Appeals and Equalization Meeting that will be held 

at the Birchdale Township Hall on Monday, April 19th, 2022 at 9:00 AM. 

Due to a work conflict, Clerk Bauer will be unable to attend so has asked 

Treasurer VanHavermaet to take minutes for the meeting. All Supervisors 

are able to attend. There may be more people attending due to property 

values rising in the county. Clerk Bauer will contact Assessor Amy Ebnet 

prior to the day of the meeting to determine who is attending and will draft 

the agenda for Treasurer VanHavermaet.   

 

b. Technology For Town Hall – Clerk Bauer stated that all of the equipment 

is located in the town hall. Supervisor Berscheid will be working to get the 

television mounted on the wall. Once this is completed, Clerk Bauer will 

be stopping at Arvig and scheduling to have Eric Denny come out and 

wire up the video and microphone system hopefully by the April Board 

meeting. 

 

c. Letter Regarding Shed Located In the Township Road Right-Of-Way – 

Township Attorney Troy Gilchrist send a letter to Residents Wren-Gray 

requesting that they either move their shed out of the Township Road 

right-of-way, pursue a road vacation or come up with a plan to address the 

shed that is in the road right-of-way by the April 26
th

, 2022 Birchdale 

Township Monthly Board Meeting. Resident Cynthia Wren-Gray did 

contact Supervisor Bebus and Clerk Bauer to clarify what the letter was 

stating and also requesting information on previous minutes.  

 

d. Angler Drive Speed Sign – Supervisor Bebus stated that the Traffic Calm 

speed signs on Angler Drive have not been working. Supervisor Bebus 

had checked on replacement prices last October and it was at $2,706.00. 

Supervisor Carstens asked if he felt that the signs are effective. Supervisor 

Bebus stated that they do work for the seasonal residents who travel the 

road but for those who live there year-round, it does not have as much 

effect. But, Supervisor Bebus stated the residents who live along Angler 

Drive like to have the signs operating. The Board asked Supervisor Bebus 

to get updated prices for repairing the signs and bring the prices to the 

April meeting. 

 

12. New Business 



 

a. The Board then considered appointing the Township Attorney for the 

coming year. A motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded by 

Supervisor Berscheid, and unanimously carried to reappoint Troy Gilchrist 

of Kennedy & Graven as the Township Attorney. 

 

b. Consideration was then given to designating the official newspaper for the 

coming year. A motion was made by Supervisor Bebus, seconded by 

Supervisor Ahrens, and unanimously carried to appoint the Sauk Centre 

Herald, the Grey Eagle Home Town News and the Long Prairie Leader as 

the official newspapers. 

 

c. Next considered was designation of the official posting places for the 

coming year. A motion was made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by 

Supervisor Ostendorf, and unanimously carried to again designate the 

Township bulletin board and Township website as the official posting 

places in 2022. 

 

d. Birchdale Township holds a safe deposit box at Magnifi Financial and 

they are requesting a signature form stating who would have access to this 

box.  The box contains the abstract for the town hall property.  A motion 

was made by Supervisor Ahrens seconded by Supervisor Bebus and 

unanimously carried to appoint Chair Carstens, Vice Chair Ostendorf, 

Clerk Bauer and Treasurer VanHavermaet as the designated signatures for 

the box. They will hold the keys that access the box.  If Clerk Bauer and 

Treasurer VanHavemaet assign deputies, they would also need to sign this 

document.   

 

e. Next considered was the proposed resolution designating the depositories 

of Township funds; The proposed Resolution is the same one approved for 

2021 which states that financial entities the Township is currently doing 

business with are; First State Bank of Sauk Centre, Minnesota National 

Bank, Sauk Centre, Magnifi Financial, Melrose, and the North American 

State Bank of Elrosa. A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, 

seconded by Supervisor Ostendorf and unanimously carried to adopt 

Resolution No. 2022-03, Resolution Designating Depositories of 

Township Funds. (A copy of the Resolution is on file in the Official 

Resolution Book of the Township.) 

 

f. Next considered was the Resolution Adopting Compensation and 

Reimbursement Policy for Birchdale Township Officers and Policy.  The 

Board then reviewed and considered any possible changes.  No changes 

were made to the Compensation and Reimbursement Policy.  A motion 

was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Ostendorf 

and unanimously approved to adopt Resolution No. 2022-04, Resolution 



Adopting the Compensation and Reimbursement Policy for Birchdale 

Township. 

 

g. Next considered was the proposed gopher bounty resolution. The law 

requires that each year, the Board must establish the gopher bounty for 

that year.  The bounty is being increased from $2 to $3 per gopher.   A 

motion was made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by Supervisor 

Ostendorf, and unanimously carried to adopt Resolution No. 2022-05, 

Resolution Establishing a Gopher Bounty in Birchdale. (A copy of the 

Policy in on file in the Policy Book of the Township.)  

 

h. Proposed Resolution No. 2022-06, Resolution Adopting Road Standards 

Policy for Birchdale Township – See attached proposed Resolution. A 

motion was made by Supervisor Bebus, seconded by Supervisor Berscheid 

and unanimously approved to adopt Resolution No. 2022-06, Resolution 

Adopting Road Standards Policy for Birchdale Township. 

 

i. Road Committee Appointments – The Board to appoint Supervisors to 

serve on the Road Committee for the 2022 year.  Supervisors Berscheid 

and Ostendorf served on the Road Committee in 2021.  A motion was 

made by Supervisor Carstens, seconded by Supervisor Bebus and 

unanimously approved to keep Supervisor Ostendorf and Supervisor 

Berscheid as the Road Committee in 2022. 

 

j. The Board then opened the quotes received from Cayden VanHavermaet 

for mowing of Town Hall Property for the 2022 Season. Quote 

information had been Cayden VanHavermaet and posted on the 

Township’s website and bulletin board. Mr. VanHavermaet’s quote was 

$40.00 per cutting.  A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, 

seconded by Supervisor Bebus, and unanimously carried to award the 

Lawn Mowing of Town Hall Property work to Cayden VanHavermaet as 

per his $40.00 per cutting. The lawn is to be cut no more than two times a 

month unless prior approval is given by a Township Supervisor.  

 

k. Open Sealed Quotes Received for Crack Filling and Consider Awarding 

Quote – At the Board’s January 25, 2022 meeting, action was taken to 

seek sealed quotes for Crack Filling for the 2022 Season.  Three quotes 

have now been received from Astech, Precision Roadway and Midwest 

Asphalt. Astech’s quote is $2.25, Midwest Asphalt’s quote is $1.45 and 

Precision Roadway’s quote is $1.75. Precision Roadway was awarded the 

quote last year. The crack filling that was done last year is really bad. It 

has come up and as Erv Herdering has gone over roads with the snow 

plow, the filling has been pulling up. It did not bind it. Last year, the 

company used what appeared to be a leaf-blower to blow out the cracks 

rather a large air compressor. Also, some of the shoulders have cracked 

asphalt and really need to be cleaned up and have gravel added also. This 



should be done before crack filling is started. Erv does have a shouldering 

machine that can do this work. Treasurer VanHavermaet stated that along 

Alligator Road there are big crevices and a big hole where approximately 

a 12” piece of tar has popped out. Mr. Herdering stated that it might be 

best to cut this section out and put in an area of new tar there as a patch. 

He stated that Todd County might have some material that can be used. 

The Board asked that Clerk Bauer add this to the agenda for the April 

meeting. 

 

Regarding crack filling, the Board feels that they need more information 

from the quotes. Astech states that the filler that they use is a Minnesota 

Department approved material and that compressed air is used to blow out 

the cracks. The Township also does not want cracks routed out. The Board 

asked Clerk Bauer to follow up with Midwest Asphalt and Precision 

Roadway and ask them what material their filler is and also if they could 

use compressed air. The Board asked Clerk Bauer to check with the 

companies to see if this would change the amount of the quote and that she 

should bring this information back to the April Board meeting, which she 

will do. 

 

l. Open Sealed Quotes Received for Road Grading/Blading and Consider 

Awarding Quote – At the Board’s February 22, 2022 meeting, action was 

taken to seek sealed quotes for Road Grading/Blading for the 2022 

Season.  One quote was received from Herdering Inc.  The Herdering 

quote was as follows: 

 Equipment at $102.50/ hour: 

o CAT Motor Graders 

o Champion Motor Graders 

o Galion Motor Grader 

 Fuel Surcharges: 

o Prices based on a $3.00 per gallon Off Road 

o For every $.25 increase per gallon over $3.00, an 

additional $2.00 per hour would be added. 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf seconded by Supervisor 

Ahrens, and unanimously carried to award the Grading/Blading of Gravel 

Roads for the 2022 Season work to Herdering, Inc as per their quote. 

Clerk Bauer was directed to notify Herdering, Inc in writing of the quote 

award. 

 

m. Open Sealed Quotes Received for Class 5 Gravel and Consider Awarding 

Quote – At the Board’s February 22, 2022 meeting, action was taken to 

seek sealed quotes for Class 5 Gravel for the 2022 Season.  One quote was 

received from Herdering Inc.  The Herdering quote was as follows: 

 Crushing, Hauling and Cost of Material:  $9.25 rate per yard 

o Hauling on roads as directed by Township Board 



o Gravel crushed to meet Township specifications 

o Prices based on $3.50 per gallon truck diesel, for every 

$.25 increase in fuel price, an additional $0.10 per yard 

would be added. 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by Supervisor 

Bebus, and unanimously carried to award the Class 5 Gravel for the 2022 

Season to Herdering, Inc as per their quote. Clerk Bauer was directed to 

notify Herdering, Inc in writing of the quote award. 

 

n. Clerk Bauer presented the proposed quote information and form regarding 

Dust Control. A motion was made by Supervisor Bersche, seconded by 

Supervisor Ostendorf and unanimously carried to approve the quote 

information and amended form and authorize seeking sealed quotes for 

Dust Control. Clerk Bauer was directed to send the quote information and 

form to Herdering Inc., Central MN Dust Control and Knife River and to 

post the information on the Township website and Township bulletin 

board. Quotes to be received until 8:00 p.m. Tuesday, April 26, 2022 and 

the quotes to be opened at the 8:00 p.m. Board meeting. 

 

o. Authorize to Seek Proposals (sealed quotes) for Paint Striping – The 

Board to discuss whether paint striping needs to be completed for any 

roads within the Township.  The Board asked Clerk Bauer to prepare a 

quote form for the April Board meeting. 

 

p. Authorize to Seek Proposals (sealed quotes) for Seal Coating Project – 

The Board discussed whether any seal coating needs to be completed for 

any roads within the Township.  No work is needed so no action was 

taken. 

 

q. Barricades that have been placed at the entrance of minimum maintenance 

roads within the township can now be removed.  However, these 

barricades have already been removed by Supervisor Ahrens. 

 

r. Renewal of Fire Service Contract with the City of Melrose (Contract 

terminates July 1, 2022) – This item is placed on the March meeting 

agenda per the Township’s Calendar of Events in case the Board would 

like to discontinue the contact.  No action was taken as the Board would 

like to continue the contract renewal with the City of Melrose Fire 

Department. 

 

s. Discuss any follow-up items from the Annual Meeting – Clerk Bauer 

stated that she has begun researching grant opportunity for 2 large 

upcoming projects for the Township: Clearing and clean-up of the 3 

Minimum Maintenance Roads in the Township and the Re-Claiming of 

Alcott Drive. These are projects that the Township would like to complete 



within the next 1 to 3 years but are looking for opportunities for additional 

funding sources to assist with the projects’ expense. Clerk Bauer will keep 

the Board updated on any information she is able to find regarding 

possible grants.  

 

13. Informational Items 

 

The Board then reviewed the following informational items: 

 

a. Special Assessment Request received from:  Home Town Title for: 

1. 10803 Alum Trail, Grey Eagle, MN 56336 

Clerk Bauer responded that there are no assessments for this property. 

 

Special Assessment Request received from Main Street Title & Closings 

LLC for: 

1. Roxanne Hoeschen, 22999 110
th

 Street, Sauk Centre, MN 56378 

2. Charles E. Kortuem, Beverly Kortuem, 12301 Alcott Drive, Sauk 

Centre, MN 

Clerk Bauer responded that there are no assessments for either of these 

properties. 

 

b. Correspondence received from Todd County Weed Inspector Nancy 

Uhlenkamp informing the Township Weed Inspectors of a Township/City 

Weed Training scheduled for April 13
th

 from 10:30-Noon at the 

Browerville Community Center. Supervisors Bebus and Ahrens will plan 

to attend. 

 

c. Minnesota Association of Townships Officer List Correspondence - Clerk 

Bauer to present correspondence received from the Minnesota Association 

of Bauer received from the Minnesota Association of Townships 

regarding completing information regarding the new list of Township 

Officers.  She will complete this and return it. 

 

d. Township Levy for Taxes Payable in 2023 Form from Todd County 

Auditor/Treasurer’s Office and Certification of Town Officers - Clerk 

Bauer to present correspondence received from the Todd County 

Auditor/Treasurer’s Office requesting information for the Township Levy 

Set for Taxes Payable in 2023. She will complete this documentation and 

return it. 

 

e. Email from Minnesota Association of Townships regarding Spring Short 

Courses (all will be held on Zoom) – Clerk Bauer presented emailed 

information regarding scheduled spring short courses from MAT 

scheduled for March 14
th

, 15
th

 and 16th. These courses were recorded and 

Clerk Bauer has requested links for the recordings. 

 



f. Clerk Bauer was contacted by the United States Department of Commerce 

asking the Township to verify contact information for the U.S. Census 

Bureau online. Clerk Bauer did complete the online verification. 

 

g. Clerk Bauer attended an online webinar presented by the U.S. Department 

of Treasury regarding training on completing the online reporting for 

American Rescue Plan Act (COVID) Funds. This initial reporting needs to 

be completed by April 30
th

, 2022. Clerk Bauer will complete this 

documentation by the deadline. 

 

h. Clerk Bauer presented correspondence received from the Todd County 

Soil & Water Conservation District regarding the 2022 Annual Todd 

County Feedlot Meeting scheduled for March 17
th

, 2022 from 10 am-2:30 

pm at Central Lakes College. 

 

i. Notice Received from the Todd County Association of Townships stating 

that the Annual Meeting will be held April 21
st
, 2022 at 5:30 PM at the 

Clarissa Ballroom. 

 

 

14. Officers Comments 

 

a. Supervisor Ostendorf and Supervisor Ahrens stated that 2 culverts needed 

to be steamed out along Blue Spruce so they took care of that. Also 

Supervisor Ahrens stated that he ordered 3 additional swinging mail-box 

posts to keep on hand. The price of these have gone up to $74.00 per post. 

Supervisor Ostendorf stated that after nesting season is over, the Board 

may want to consider renting a boom-mower to clear the smaller 

trees/seedlings coming up especially if we are able to utilize the noxious 

weed grant funds for this. 

 

15. Adjournment  
 

With no further business, a motion was made by Supervisor Bebus, seconded by 

Supervisor Berscheid, and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 9:32 

p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

  

_______________________ 

Jackie Bauer 

Birchdale Township Clerk  


