
BIRCHDALE TOWNSHIP 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

TUESDAY, MARCH 30, 2021 – 8:00 P.M. 

 

 

1. Call to Order/ Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call 

 

Clerk Jackie Bauer called to order the regular meeting of the Birchdale Township 

Board at 8:00 p.m. on Tuesday, March 30, 2021 at the Birchdale Town Hall. The 

Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Present were Supervisors Dale Ahrens, Jim 

Carstens, Arnie Berscheid, Larry Bebus, Joseph Ostendorf and Treasurer Marlene 

VanHavermaet and Clerk Jackie Bauer.  Also in attendance were Ervin Herdering 

and Jeff Rahn and Residents Bob Floerke, Ermina Blaesen, Bob Perry, Kelly 

Kruchten and Dale VanHavermaet. 

 

2. Oaths of Office 

 

Prior to the start of the meeting, Clerk Bauer administered the Oath of Office to 

Supervisors Joseph Ostendorf  and Arnold Berscheid.   Supervisor Joseph 

Ostendorf and Supervisor Arnold Berscheid were elected to a three year term at 

the March 9, 2021 Township Election. 

 

3. Select Chair and Vice Chair 

 

Clerk Bauer called for a motion to select a Chair. A motion was made by 

Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Bebus and carried to elect Jim 

Carstens as Chair with Supervisor Carstens abstaining.   

 

Chair Carstens called for a motion to select a Vice Chair.  A motion was made by 

Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by Supervisor Carstens and carried to elect 

Supervisor Ostendorf as Vice Chair for the year. 

 

4. Approval of Agenda 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded by Supervisor Ahrens and 

unanimously carried to approve the agenda. 

 

5. Approval of Minutes  

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Bebus, and 

unanimously carried to approve the February 23, 2021 Regular Meeting minutes.   

 

6. Approval of Treasurer’s Report 

 



Treasurer VanHavermaet presented the March Treasurer’s Report.  A motion was 

made by Supervisor Ostendorf seconded by Supervisor Bebus, and unanimously 

carried to accept the Treasurer’s Report.  

 

7. Approval of Bills 

 

Next presented was the list of bills for the month of March to be considered for 

payment.  A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor 

Ahrens, and unanimously carried to approve payment of the bills in the amount of 

$12,754.82 (See attached list of bills). 

 

8.  Resident’s Comments  
 

a.  Resident Cynthia Grey to present regarding a request for a road variance 

– Resident Grey did not attend the meeting. This agenda item will be 

placed on next month’s meeting. Supervisor Bebus did note that there 

appears to be an area staked out on Resident Grey’s property and 

Supervisor Ahrens stated that Resident Grey has been informed that the 

first step is to have her property surveyed to clarify where the property 

boundaries are. 

 

b. Resident Marlene VanHavermaet to present a petition for road vacation – 

Resident Marlene VanHavermaet presented a signed petition regarding the 

vacation of two roads that cross her property. One section is part of the 

former railroad corridor that the VanHavermaets purchased when they 

first bought the property. Part of the corridor is still owned by the railroad. 

Resident VanHavermaet obtained the legal descriptions for both road 

sections that fall within her property and are owned by her, from Todd 

County Planning and Zoning. She also obtained 8 required signatures from 

residents who live within the legal surrounding area, giving their approval 

for the vacation of both roads.  

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded by Supervisor 

Bebus and unanimously approved to accept the road vacation as written. 

Clerk Bauer will file these documents with the Todd County Recorder’s 

Office once the minutes have been formally approved by the Board (as 

these need to be included with the signed petition). 

 

9.  Reports/Requests/Presidents  
 

a. None 

 

10. Township Road Report 
 

a. Crack Filling Follow-Up Discussion – At last month’s meeting, Resident 

Mickey Klassen, who is experienced in city road planning and 



maintenance, provided recommendations to the board that crack filling 

may not need to be done every year and also that routing (blowing out) 

cracks should no longer be done as this is an outdated practice. Supervisor 

Berscheid stated that he reviewed Alcott and he feels that it does need 

more than crack filling and needs some fill work done. He also stated that 

Almond and Alligator Roads need some crack filling work done this year 

as well. The Board will keep Resident Klassen’s advice in mind as they 

monitor the paved roads in the township. Supervisor Berscheid will 

contact Precision Roadway regarding required crack filling. 

 

Supervisor Berscheid stated that he had been contacted by Resident Keith 

Polipnick asking if he can add some fill in this ditch area where there is a 

lower area. Supervisor Berscheid did inform Resident Polipnick to go 

ahead with the work. 

 

Residents Floerke and Perry gave an update as to the progress in lowering 

the water level on Long Lake. The culvert on Bluebird that is owned by 

the township will not need to be lowered. The residents are now working 

on a different plan to pipe the water from Long Lake over to Sauk Lake. 

They are working with the Sauk River Watershed on this plan, It will 

involve 10,000 feet of 18” pipe and will utilize gravity to create the water 

flow. The piping would cross 3 roads so these pipes would run underneath 

the roads. For now, the residents are working on finding funding for the 

project. They will continue to keep Birchdale Township updated. 

 

b. Email from Resident Bob and Theresa Mueller, 11099 Alcott Drive – 

Clerk Bauer received an email from Resident Muellers regarding the 

removal of many of the plants, small trees and greenery from the ditches 

and streams along Alcott which was there to help run-off. They also noted 

that there is some tar scraped up from snow-plowing in the ditches too. 

They wanted to make sure that the Board was aware of this as they 

proceed with ditch mowing work again. 

 

c. Noxious Weed Grant – Previously Todd County Weed Inspector Nancy 

Uhlenkamp submitted a grant request on behalf of Birchdale Township 

and the county for a State of Minnesota Noxious Weed Grant. Inspector 

Uhlenkamp informed Clerk Bauer that they did not receive the grant and 

that there was a lot of competition this year. 

 

d. Tree Trimming for 2021 Year – Supervisor Ostendorf is going to talk 

further with Bart from MBC Drainage and have him come out and review 

Alcott. He will ask him to provide an estimate of what tree trimming will 

cost for Alcott and then he will provide this update at the April Board 

Meeting. This agenda item is tabled for next month’s meeting 

 



e. Re-Write Wording of Ditch Mowing Quote Form – Supervisor Berscheid 

suggested that the wording on the ditch mowing quote form be changed to 

reflect what the vendor will charge per mile instead of per hour as it 

currently is written.  

 

11. Unfinished Business 
 

a. Local Board of Appeals & Equalization – Clerk Bauer reminded the Board 

of the Local Board of Appeals and Equalization Meeting that will be held 

at the Birchdale Township Hall on Monday, April 19
th

, 2021 at 9:00 AM. 

 

b. Technology for Town Hall – The Board discussed how things are 

progressing with installing internet and a large-screen in the town hall in 

order to be able to eventually stream township meetings to residents. Work 

is continuing on this project utilizing CARES Act funding. The work is 

being done through Arvig Communications and Supervisor Ostendorf and 

Clerk Bauer are working with Arvig on this project and hope to have the 

work completed soon. Supervisor Ostendorf stated that a large enough 

screen and good microphone system is key to making sure the technology 

is adequate. 

 

c. Town Hall Storage – Supervisor Berscheid stated that he contacted a 

company in Browerville who will be working on building the move-in 

storage shed for the township. The area is staked out and Clerk Bauer will 

contact the county for permitting. The cost of a 12’ X 20’ shed is 

$3,800.00 delivered or 12’ X 24’ is $4,600.00. Supervisor Carstens stated 

that the size will probably depend on how much area is available. 

Supervisor Berscheid will check this and also make sure that the storage 

shed has a quality roll-up door built in. 

 

12. New Business 

 

a. The Board then considered appointing the Township Attorney for the 

coming year. A motion was made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by 

Supervisor Ostendorf, and unanimously carried to reappoint Troy Gilchrist 

of Kennedy & Graven as the Township Attorney. 

 

b. Consideration was then given to designating the official newspaper for the 

coming year. A motion was made by Supervisor Bebus, seconded by 

Supervisor Berscheid, and unanimously carried to reappoint the Sauk 

Centre Herald and the Long Prairie Leader as the official newspapers. 

 

c. Next considered was designation of the official posting places for the 

coming year. A motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded by 

Supervisor Bebus, and unanimously carried to again designate the 



Township bulletin board and Township website as the official posting 

places. 

 

d. Birchdale Township holds a safe deposit box at the Central Minnesota 

Federal Credit Union and CMFCU is requesting a signature form stating 

who would have access to this box.  The box contains the abstract for the 

town hall property.  A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid 

seconded by Supervisor Bebus and unanimously carried to appoint Chair 

Castens, Vice Chair Ostendorf, Clerk Bauer and Treasurer VanHavermaet 

as the designated signatures for the box. They will hold the keys that 

access the box.  If Clerk Bauer and Treasurer VanHavemaet assign 

deputies, they would also need to sign this document.   

 

e. Next considered was the proposed resolution designating the depositories 

of Township funds; The proposed Resolution is the same one approved for 

2020 which states that financial entities the Township is currently doing 

business with are; First State Bank of Sauk Centre, Minnesota National 

Bank, Sauk Centre, the Central Minnesota Federal Credit Union, Melrose, 

and the North American State Bank of Elrosa. A motion was made by 

Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by Supervisor Ostendorf and unanimously 

carried to adopt Resolution No. 2021-02, Resolution Designating 

Depositories of Township Funds. (A copy of the Resolution is on file in 

the Official Resolution Book of the Township.) 

 

f. The Board then reviewed the Compensation and Reimbursement Policy 

and considered any possible changes.  No changes were made to the 

Compensation and Reimbursement Policy.  A motion was made by 

Supervisor Bebus, seconded by Supervisor Berscheid and unanimously 

carried to adopt Resolution No. 2021-03, Adopting the Compensation and 

Reimbursement Policy for Birchdale Township. (A copy of the Policy in 

on file in the Policy Book of the Township.)  

 

g. Next considered was the proposed gopher bounty resolution. The law 

requires that each year, the Board must establish the gopher bounty for 

that year.  The bounty is again set for $2 per gopher.   A motion was made 

by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Ostendorf, and 

unanimously carried to adopt Resolution No. 2021-04, Resolution 

Establishing a Gopher Bounty in Birchdale Township. (A copy of the 

Policy is on file in the Policy Book of the Township.)  

 

h. Next considered was the proposed resolution Adopting Road Standards 

Policy for Birchdale Township. No changes were made to the Road 

Standards Policy. A motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded 

by Supervisor Berscheid and unanimously carried to adopt Resolution No. 

2021-05, Resolution Adopting Road Standards Policy for Birchdale 



Township. (A copy of the Policy is on file in the Policy Book of the 

Township).  

 

i. Road Committee Appointments – The Board to appoint Supervisors to 

serve on the Road Committee for the 2021 year.  Supervisors Berscheid 

and Carstens served on the Road Committee in 2020.  A motion was made 

by Supervisor Bebus, seconded by Supervisor Carstens and unanimously 

approved to appoint Supervisor Ostendorf and Supervisor Berscheid as the 

Road Committee. 

 

j. The Board then opened the quotes received from Jeff Rahn for mowing of 

Town Hall Property for the 2021 Season. Quote information had been sent 

to Jeff Rahn and Cayden VanHavermaet and posted on the Township’s 

website and bulletin board. Mr. Rahn’s quote was $35 per cutting and Mr. 

VanHavermaet’s quote was $36 per cutting.  A motion was made by 

Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by Supervisor Bebus, and unanimously 

carried to award the Lawn Mowing of Town Hall Property work to Jeff 

Rahn as per his $35.00 per cutting. The lawn is to be cut no more than two 

times a month unless prior approval is given by a Township Supervisor.  

 

k. Open Sealed Quotes Received for Road Grading/Blading and Consider 

Awarding Quote – At the Board’s February 23, 2021 meeting, action was 

taken to seek sealed quotes for Road Grading/Blading for the 2021 

Season.  One quote was received from Herdering Inc.  The Herdering 

quote was as follows: 

 Champion Grader at $97.50/ hour: 

 Fuel Surcharges: 

o Prices based on a $3.00 per gallon Off Road 

o For every $.25 increase per gallon over $3.00, an 

additional $2.00 per hour would be added. 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by Supervisor 

Berscheid, and unanimously carried to award the Grading/Blading of 

Gravel Roads for the 2021 Season work to Herdering, Inc as per their 

quote. Clerk Bauer was directed to notify Herdering, Inc in writing of the 

quote award. 

 

l. Open Sealed Quotes Received for Class 5 Gravel and Consider Awarding 

Quote – At the Board’s February 23, 2021 meeting, action was taken to 

seek sealed quotes for Class 5 Gravel for the 2021 Season.  Two quotes 

were received from Herdering Inc. and Central Specialties. The Herdering 

quote was as follows: 

 Crushing, Hauling and Cost of Material:  $8.70 per yard 

o Hauling on roads as directed by Township Board 

o Gravel crushed to meet Township specifications 



o Prices based on $3.50 per gallon truck diesel, for every 

$.25 increase in fuel price, an additional $0.10 per yard 

would be added. 

 

The Central Specialties quote was as follows: 

 $15.88/per cubic yard loose/truck volume 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by Supervisor 

Ostendorf, and unanimously carried to award the Grading/Blading of 

Gravel Roads for the 2021 Season work to Herdering, Inc as per their 

quote. Clerk Bauer was directed to notify Herdering, Inc. in writing of the 

quote award. 

 

m. Clerk Bauer presented the proposed quote information and form regarding 

Dust Control.   A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by 

Supervisor Bebus and unanimously carried to approve the quote 

information and amended form and authorize seeking sealed quotes for 

Dust Control. Clerk Bauer was directed to send the quote information and 

form to Herdering Inc., Central MN Dust Control and Knife River and to 

post the information on the Township website and Township bulletin 

board. Quotes to be received until 8:00 p.m. Tuesday, April 27,2021 and 

the quotes to be opened at the 8:00 p.m. Board meeting. 

 

n. Authorize to Seek Proposals (sealed quotes) for Paint Striping – The 

Board to discuss whether paint striping needs to be completed for any 

roads within the Township.  Supervisor Ostendorf will do a review of 

Alcott to see if this needs to be completed before quotes are sent out. 

 

o. Authorization to Seek Proposals (sealed quotes) for Seal Coating Project – 

The Board would like to table this agenda item at this time so that they can 

determine if any roads are in need of seal coating. 

 

p. Barricades that have been placed at the entrance of minimum maintenance 

roads within the township can now be removed.  Supervisor Ahrens will 

remove the barricades. 

 

q. Renewal of Fire Service Contract with the City of Melrose (Contract 

terminates July 1, 2021) – This item is placed on the March meeting 

agenda per the Township’s Calendar of Events in case the Board would 

like to discontinue the contact.  But, they wish to continue with this 

agreement, so no action was taken. 

 

13. Informational Items 

 

The Board then reviewed the following informational items: 

a. Special Assessment Requests received from Main Street Title for: 



1. Luke and Amanda Fuechtmann, Aldrin Loop, Sauk Centre, MN 56378 

2. Jeremy and Tracy Berscheit, 10216 Angler Drive, Sauk Centre, MN 

56378 

3. Clarke Family Trust, Daton Jon Weber, Jessica Lee Weber, 10935 

Alcott Drive, Sauk Centre, MN 56378 

4. Robert and Lindsay Anderson, 10238 County 99, Sauk Centre, MN 

56378 

5. Judith Doubrava, 11728 County 15, Sauk Centre, MN 

Clerk Bauer responded that there are no assessments for the properties and 

also that Aldrin Loop is not a township road. 

 

Special Assessment Request received from: Home Town Title regarding 

23912 State Highway 28, Sauk Centre, MN 56378. Clerk Bauer responded 

that there are no assessments. 

 

b. Correspondence received from Todd County Planning Commission 

regarding notice of a Public Hearing on Thursday, March  25
th

, 2021 at 

6:00 PM via Zoom regarding a request from Stewart and Amy 

Tschida, 28882 Antelope Trail, Grey Eagle to increase the maximum 

peak height of structures within the setback from 18 feet to 23 feet and  

notice of a Public Hearing on Thursday, April 1
st
, 2021 at 6:00 PM via 

Zoom regarding a request from BMW Properties, Matt and Shelly 

Winters, TBD Akley Trail, Sauk Centre, Kandota Township for a 

request for preliminary platting of 10 buildable lots and 1 outlot  in 

Shoreland Zoning (Sauk Lake).  

 

c. Minnesota Association of Townships Officer List Correspondence - Clerk 

Bauer presented correspondence received from the Minnesota Association 

of Townships regarding completing information regarding the new list of 

Township Officers.  She will complete this and return it. 

 

d. Township Levy for Taxes Payable in 2022 Form from Todd County 

Auditor/Treasurer’s Office and Certification of Town Officers - Clerk 

Bauer presented correspondence received from the Todd County 

Auditor/Treasurer’s Office requesting information for the Township Levy 

Set for Taxes Payable in 2022. 

 

e. Email from Minnesota Association of Townships regarding Spring Short 

Courses (all will be held on Zoom) – Clerk Bauer presented emailed 

information regarding scheduled spring short courses from MAT. 

 

14. Officers Comments 

 

a. Supervisor Ahrens stated that he viewed Archer Lane, because a new 

resident has moved in and there is a large storage container parked in the 

cul-de-sac along with some other items. These items are blocks the 



roadway and will need to be moved as soon as the ground firms up. 

Supervisor Berscheid will send Clerk Bauer contact information so that 

she can send a letter to the resident asking them to move the items out of 

the culdesac. 

 

b. Supervisor Ostendorf stated that there was a wash-out by the culvert on 

245
th

 street so he asked Mr. Herdering to go out and repair this area. 

 

c. Mr. Herdering asked for a map that shows which roads in the township 

need more gravel added. Supervisors Berscheid and Ostendorf will review 

this and prepare a map for Mr. Herdering. 

 

15. Adjournment  
 

With no further business, a motion was made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by 

Supervisor Ostendorf, and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 9:18 

p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

  

_______________________ 

Jackie Bauer 

Birchdale Township Clerk  


