BIRCHDALE TOWNSHIP
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
TUESDAY, APRIL 27, 2021 —8:00 P.M.

Call to Order/ Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call — Chair Jim Carstens called to
order the regular meeting of the Birchdale Township Board at 8:00 p.m. on
Tuesday, April 27, 2021 at the Birchdale Town Hall. The Pledge of Allegiance
was recited. Present were Supervisors Jim Carstens, Arnie Berscheid, Dale
Ahrens, Larry Bebus and Joe Ostendorf, Treasurer Marlene VanHavermaet and
Clerk Jackie Bauer. Also, in attendance were Residents Dale VanHavermaet,
Alan Pundsack and Erv Herdering.

. Approval of Agenda — A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded
by Supervisor Ostendorf and unanimously carried to approve the agenda as
amended.

. Approval of Minutes - A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded
by Supervisor Ahrens, and unanimously carried to approve the April 19, 2021
Board of Appeals & Equalization Meeting minutes.

A motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded by Supervisor Bebus and
unanimously carried to approve March 30, 2021 Monthly Board regular meeting
minutes.

. Approval of Treasurer’s Report - Treasurer VanHavermaet presented the April
Treasurer’s Report. Currently the general checking account is not balancing and is
off in the amount of $18.40. Treasurer VanHavermaet will go through statements
and compare amounts to checks one- by-one to try and find the $18.40 difference.
She will report at the next meeting. Also a deposit was received from the Todd
County Auditor for Wildlife PILT but did not include any other amounts as it
typically does. A motion was made by Supervisor Bebus, seconded by Supervisor
Ahrens, and unanimously carried to accept the Treasurer’s Report.

. Approval of Bills - Next presented was the list of bills for the month of April to
be considered for payment. A motion was made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded
by Supervisor Ostendorf, and unanimously carried to approve payment of the bills
in the amount of $3,207.08 (See attached list of bills).

Residents Comments

a. None.

Reports/Requests/Presentations

a. None



8. Township Road Report

a. Upkeep of Minimum Maintenance Roads in the Township — The Board
discussed the condition of the 3 minimum maintenance roads that are
located in Birchdale Township. Supervisor Ostendorf reviewed all 3 and
he said they are in pretty rough condition. He spoke with a DNR Officer
who stated that many of the minimum maintenance roads received a lot of
traffic this spring due to more people using them because of COVID.
Supervisor Ahrens has also reviewed the roads. They have large ruts and
holes and need quite a bit of gravel brought him. There are also a lot of
trees down. Supervisor Ostendorf stated that he had asked MBC last year
if they could clean out the minimum maintenance roads and he said that
they have an excavator that could go through straight through and just cut
a swath.

Supervisor Carstens suggested that the tree cutting be done and then we
check with Erv Herdering regarding bringing in gravel. Supervisor
Ostendorf will contact MBC Drainage and Erv Herdering regarding
completing this work and will report at the next meeting.

9. Unfinished Business

a. Town Hall Storage Shed — Supervisor Berscheid presented the quote for
the 12° X 20’ Ranch-Style Storage Shed with a roll-up front door, 36”
entry door and a window for a total cost of $4,530.00 brought in and set.
However Supervisor Bebus and Supervisor Berscheid asked Todd County
for approval to purchase a building permit for the shed and discovered that
the township will need a variance because the shed would be too close to
Almond Drive (58’ versus the required 70’). The cost of the variance is
$350.00 and it is scheduled to be presented at Todd County Planning &
Zoning on May 27" at 6:00 PM. The sewer location was checked and that
is fine. The cost of the check was $275.00. Supervisor Berscheid and
Bebus stated that the contractor is holding off on constructing the storage
shed until the Township receive the variance approval.

b. Tree Trimming Update — Supervisor Ostendorf gave an update on
upcoming tree trimming for the year. He asked MBC Drainage for quotes
on the cost to do trimming along Alcott Drive and then a second quote for
the rest of the roads in the township. Bart from MBC Drainage stated that
the work would take about 3 to 4 weeks total. They would want to
complete Alcott over 2 days so that traffic would not be held up. MBC
Drainage will take away the branches and burn them. They will also
remove rocks but then use them to pack wash-outs. MBC would prefer to
do tree trimming in the winter so that damage to the road is minimal. Also,
for Alcott, MBC will do more pruning and cutting back.



For follow-up, MBC recommends that weed spraying be done every 2 to 3
years and then go through and mulch up smaller trees just to stay ahead of
re-growth of new trees.

Supervisor Carstens mentioned that he has seen small trees starting to
grow where tree trimming was done last year. Supervisor Ahrens stated
that he spoke with Carrs regarding weed spraying. They stated that they
use a product called Garland 3A with a binder. They also stated that the
best time to spray is when small trees are 1-3” and leafed out, but not taller
than 4°. Carrs would also add a brush mix to eradicate thistle. This would
leave the ditches with just grass. Garland 3A product is a better product to
be used around water.

Brush Cutting quotes are coming up on our calendar of events, but Clerk
Bauer stated that the Board does have the ability to determine that they
would like to continue with MBC Drainage doing the trimming/cutting
work. Hoffman had done some brush cutting work initially last year but
they do not have the larger equipment and the work took longer. There
was also some issues with brush being left in the ditches and complaints
were received from residents that there was a lot of debris left-over.

Supervisor Ostendorf stated that in another township, a resident had a car
accident and sued the township because of the rocks in the ditch causing
further damage when the resident ran into the ditch. Supervisor Ostendorf
stated that it is important that the township complete this work and get
ahead and stay ahead of the ditch cleaning.

After discussion, he recommended that the following roads have tree
trimming done this summer: Alcott, Diamond Point Area, 120th, Blue Gill,
Blue Bird and the north side of the Stearns County Line Road. Then, in the
winter months, the rest of the road ditches in the township be completed.
The Board agreed but would like Clerk Bauer to send a letter to all
residents in Birchdale informing them that tree trimming and weed
spraying will be done in in 2021-2022. We want residents to be informed
so that if they have trees that they do not want removed or special
concerns, that they can inform the Board and MBC Drainage so that
individual trees can be kept on a case-by-case basis.

Resident Cynthia Wren-Grey had requested to attend a meeting so that she
could update the Board regarding seeking a variance to close an existing
road that runs through her property and where she currently has
constructed a shed that has wired electricity. A number of residents have
attended previous monthly meetings with concerns regarding the shed
being placed in the road right-of-way and having access to their home and
also to the cemetery that is located adjacent to Resident Grey’s property.
At this time, the Board would like to consult with the township attorney to



determine what next steps should be taken. Resident Alan Pundsack was
in attendance at this evening’s meeting regarding the road which he travels
to access his residence. Resident Grey was not in attendance at this
evening’s meeting. Clerk Bauer will contact Attorney Troy Gilchrist for
consultation on how the Township should proceed.

d. Town Hall Technology Update — Clerk Bauer has not yet contacted Arvig
Communications to begin installation of internet and audio-visual
equipment for the town hall. Supervisor Ostendorf stated that he spoke
with a different township who purchased a screen for their town hall and
they recommended to Supervisor Ostendorf to make sure to purchase a
large enough screen for clear vision. Supervisor Ostendorf also checked
into a cell phone signal booster for the town hall so that a signal can be
easily accessed. With the metal walls of the town hall, it is difficult to
receive a signal in the building. A cell phone booster would cost
approximately $1200.00 from Wilson Amplifiers. The Board approved
through consensus that this cost should be included in the technology
update for the town hall. Supervisor Ostendorf and Clerk Bauer will
proceed with the installation of technology.

10. New Business

a. The Board then opened the quotes received from Herdering, Inc for 2021
Dust Control. Quote information had been sent to three companies
(Herdering Inc., Knife River and Central MN Dust Control) and a notice
was posted on the Township’s website and Town Hall bulletin board.

The Herdering, Inc. quote was as follows:
e Magnesium Chloride Dust Guard at $.68/per foot

A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor
Bebus and unanimously carried accepting the quote from Herdering, Inc.
for 2021 Dust Control at the cost of $.68/foot for magnesium chloride
product as quoted. Supervisor Bersheid will give a map of the roads that
need dust control to Mr. Herdering.

b. Clerk Bauer presented the proposed quote information and form regarding
Brush Cutting. Because the Township has been working with MBC
Drainage already on brush cutting and they are satisfied with the work that
has been done, Clerk Bauer recommended that rather than seek quotes,
that the Board continue to work with MBC Drainage on brush cutting for
the coming year. Bart from MBC Drainage has provided quotes for brush
cutting work on Alcott Drive in the amount of $32,815.00 and for the rest
of the ditches in Birchdale Township in the amount of $78,550.00. A
motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded by Supervisor



Ahrens and unanimously carried to continue to work with MBC Drainage
for 2021 Brush Cutting work.

c. Clerk Bauer presented the proposed quote information and form regarding
Ditch Mowing. The quote form has been updated to request the cost per
mile versus the cost per hour. A motion was made by Supervisor
Berscheid, seconded by Superisor Bebus and unanimously carried to
approve the quote information and form and authorize seeking sealed
quotes for Ditch Mowing. Clerk Bauer was directed to send the quote
information and form to Mid-Minnesota Excavating and High Road and to
post the information on the Township website and Township bulletin
board. Quotes to be received until 8:00 p.m. Tuesday, May 25, 2021 and
the quotes to be opened at the 8:00 p.m. Board meeting.

d. Clerk Bauer presented the proposed quote information and form regarding
Brush/Weed Spraying. A motion was made by Supervisor Ahrens,
seconded by Supervisor Ostendorf and unanimously carried to approve the
quote information and form and authorize seeking sealed quotes for
Brush/Weed Spraying. Clerk Bauer was directed to send the quote
information and form to Carr’s Tree Service and Central Minnesota
Applicators and to post the information on the Township website and
Township bulletin board. Quotes to be received until 8:00 p.m. Tuesday,
May 25, 2021 and the quotes to be opened at the 8:00 p.m. Board meeting.

11. Informational Items

a. Special Assessment Request Forms:
Main Street Title & Closing

- Irene C. Sullivan Revocable Trust, 10228
Almond Drive, Grey Eagle, MN

- Stephanie Arlene Austing, 25107 Cedar
Lake Road, Sauk Centre, MN

- Bruce Kociemba, Deborah Kociemba,
Martin Schulting, Amy Schulting, 10450
Alum Trail, Grey Eagle, MN

Clerk Bauer responded to the requests that there were no assessments from
Birchdale Township.

b. Clerk Bauer presented correspondence received from the Todd-Wadena
Sentencing to Service Program requesting a donation for funds or yard
equipment. The Township is not able to approve donations unless it is at
an Annual Meeting requested by the residents. No action will be taken.

12. Officers Comments




a. Supervisor Ostendorf asked Mr. Herdering, who was in attendance if he
could take a look at the 3 minimum maintenance roads to see what work
could be done to improve the road. They will meet to review the roads.

13. Adjournment
With no further business, a motion was made by Supervisor Bebus, seconded by
Supervisor Berscheid, and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 9:24
p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Jackie Bauer
Birchdale Township Clerk



