BIRCHDALE TOWNSHIP
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
TUESDAY, APRIL 28, 2026 — 7:30 P.M.

Call to Order/ Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call —Chair Jim Carstens called to
order the regular meeting of the Birchdale Township Board at 7:30 p.m. on
Tuesday, April 28, 2026 at the Birchdale Town Hall. The Pledge of Allegiance
was recited. Present were Supervisors Jim Carstens, Joe Ostendorf, Arnie
Berscheid, Dale Ahrens, Larry Bebus and Treasurer Marlene VanHavermaet and
Clerk Jackie Bauer. Also, in attendance was Greg Thooft from Tuff’s Excavation
and Erv Herdering from Herdering Inc.

. Approval of Agenda — A motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded

by Supervisor Ahrens and unanimously carried to approve the agenda as
amended.

. Approval of Minutes - A motion was made by Supervisor Bebus, seconded by

Supervisor Berscheid and unanimously carried to approve the March 31, 2026
Monthly Board regular meeting minutes.

. Approval of Treasurer’s Report - Treasurer VanHavermaet presented the April

Treasurer’s Report. A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid seconded by
Supervisor Ahrens and unanimously carried to accept the Treasurer’s Report.

. Approval of Bills - Next presented was the list of bills for the month of April to

be considered for payment. Supervisor Berscheid asked Greg Thooft about the
number of salt/sand loads he had applied during snow removal and Greg provided
this information. A motion was made by Supervisor Bebus, seconded by
Supervisor Ahrens and unanimously carried to approve payment of the bills in the
amount of $10,378.71 (See attached list of bills).

. Residents Comments

a. None

. Reports/Requests/Presentations

Township Road Report

a. Alcott Drive — Supervisor Ostendorf shared that there will be a Pre-
Planning meeting this Thursday at the Birchdale Town Hall. The
Supervisors from Kandota Township will also be in attendance. During
this meeting, Widseth will lay out the next steps in the project. Widseth
stated that the project will be complete by June 6. Central Specialties will



start staking along the road this coming week. A resident contacted
Supervisor Ostendorf asking if the stop sign on Alcott could be moved. It
is the only sign along Alcott and it is located at a “T”. Supervisor
Ostendorf doesn’t think that it should be moved as he believes this could
be a safety risk. The Board agreed.

The Board discussed the swing-arm mailbox posts and requiring all
residents to have one installed. Attorney Gilchrist had shared with the
Board that they cannot require residents along Alcott to purchase the
swing-arms without holding and posting a special meeting to inform
residents. Then the Board would have to pass a special resolution. In this
case, Birchdale Township will pay for the mailbox posts. Todd County
does install swinging mailbox posts for county residents and does cover
the cost of these. The mailbox posts allow for improved snow removal by
snowplows. The Board agreed that due to the township covering the costs
of the swing-arm posts, these will be installed for all residents living along
Alcott Drive. Supervisor Ostendorf stated that the Central Specialties bid
does include the installation of the posts, however the Board could choose
to pull this expense out. The Board would like to move ahead and include
the posts. A motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded by
Supervisor Berscheid and unanimously carried to install swing-away posts
for all residents along Alcott Drive.

Additionally, the Board would like it added to the Road Policy that any
time a mailbox post needs to be installed by the township, a swing-arm
mailbox post will be installed. The Board would like Attorney Gilchrist to
draft a resolution for Birchdale Township stating this also. Greg Thooft,
who was in attendance at the meeting and last year plowed snow for
Birchdale Township stated that there are some residents who live along
Alcott Drive who do not want to replace their posts with a swing-arm post.
Greg is wondering what happens if he were to damage a post that isn’t a
swing-arm post. The Board stated that this would be the responsibility of
the resident to replace it.

The Board then discussed borrowing funds for the Alcott Project.
Treasurer VanHavermaet reviewed that $308,757.00 has been spent on
Alcott Drive so far. This amount includes repair work and engineering
costs. The Board has questions about whether past expenses for Alcott
should also be borrowed. Clerk Bauer stated that Jason Murray from DDA
will be at the May board meeting to answer questions and to complete the
bonding process with Birchdale so that funds can be disbursed in time to
pay Central Specialties and other contractors doing work on Alcott.
However Jason offered to be available by speaker phone tonight if the
Board has questions.



At this time, Clerk Bauer attempted to call Jason but there was no answer.
The Board discussed various pay-back terms and questions on whether we
could pay it off early and what happens if we don’t use all of the funds.
Can we shorten the term of the loan in any of these cases? These will be
questions that we need to be able to ask Jason at the next meeting
(outlined here):
1. If we don’t use all of the funds — can we turn back funds or
use the funds for other items in order to reduce our levy?
2. How early can we pre-pay?
3. Do we have to commit to a certain amount that we want to
borrow; how is the amount we are borrowing determined?

At this point in the meeting, Jason Murray from DDA called back and was put on
speaker phone. The Board asked the above questions. Jason stated that the amount
that is being put through for borrowing is $1,035,000.00 which is the amount
calculated for the total Alcott Project. Jason stated that yes, funds can be used for
other projects which in turn could reduce the amount of the levy that will be passed
in coming years. Jason will check about pre-payment with the lender that he is
reaching out to — Minnesota Rural Water Association. This is a lender that offers
typically very strong terms for government agencies. The loan application that he is
asking Clerk Bauer to complete is for Minnesota Rural Water Association and he
will follow up with them prior to the May 26" Board Meeting. At this meeting, he
can answer further questions and will complete the paperwork with the Board for
the bond. He has been in contact with Widseth and understands that Central
Specialties will begin work on the project on May 6%, 2026 so doing the bonding
paperwork at the end of May falls within the proper timelines. He asked that the
Board adopt a Resolution Determining The Necessity to Issue Up to $1,035,000.00
of General Obligation Certificate of Indebtedness, Series 2026A. This Resolution
will allow Jason to move forward with preparing loan documents for Birchdale
Township. A motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded by Supervisor
Bebus and unanimously approved to adopt the above resolution.

. Bertram Asphalt Company Sweeping Proposal — Clerk Bauer received an email
from Bill Bertram, Bertram Asphalt, with a cost estimate for sweeping along
Alcott Drive. Because of the work being done on Alcott, the Board is not interested
in pursuing sweeping on Alcott but there are other roads that possibly need
sweeping. Supervisor Bebus stated that Angler Trail is in need of sweeping.
Supervisor Bebus spoke to a representative from Lange Construction from Avon,
MN. His name is Jordan and he charges $165.00/hour plus $400.00 mobilization
fee. This is less than Bertram’s quote. Supervisor Ostendorf stated that we seem to
be dealing with extra sand on roads every spring. Maybe we should do a yearly
sweeping quote and add this to the Calendar of Events. Supervisor Bebus stated
that he is getting 3 or 4 calls every spring from residents about roads needing
sweeping. Supervisor Berscheid asked Erv Herdering who was in attendance,
whether just a salt mixture could be added when plowing. Erv stated that you could
do that but it is hard on equipment and you may need to add extra. Some



contractors do this for parking lots. Greg Thooft from Tuff’s Excavating who was
in attendance stated that using only salt is also hard on lakes and bad for run-off.

Supervisor Carstens felt we should go ahead and contact Jordan from
Lange Construction and have them do it this year and then next year, we
will send out for quotes to see what the pricing is. A motion was made by
Supervisor Ostendorf and seconded by Supervisor Bebus to contact Jordan
from Lange Construction to have him do sweeping for Angler Drive and
any other road in the township that needs it. Clerk Bauer will also add
sweeping to the Calendar of Events for quotes.

Township Road Repairs/Additional Projects — Supervisor Ostendorf
provided an outline of roads within the township that were reviewed by
MBC Drainage and Greg Thooft from Tuff’s Excavating. They provided
information regarding what work was needed for each road. The outline is
attached to these minutes. The roads include: 130™ Street, 110™ Street,
251% Avenue, 245" Avenue, Blue Spruce Road and 215" Avenue. There
is a total of 6 projects totaling $179,150.00. Repairs include new culverts,
sloping, adding pea rock and leveling. Greg’s work is specifically for 215"
Avenue.

Nick from Widseth Engineering has also agreed to review the other roads
in Birchdale Township and provide recommendations on any paving or
repair work.

The Board stated that Bluegill Drive needs some culvert work and has a
sink-hole that needs to be fixed.

Supervisor Ostendorf feels that the estimate and repair list by MBC
Drainage is reasonable. He believes that we should go ahead and work on
the 6 roads throughout the summer. Supervisor Carstens asked how the
Board should proceed. Supervisor Ostendorf stated that the Board could
vote to do each road by road, but Supervisor Carstens asked if we would
get a better price if we are doing more than one road at a time. Supervisor
Ostendorf stated that if the Board is comfortable doing all of the roads by
the end of summer, then the price estimated by MBC Drainage should not
change.

Supervisor Carstens feels comfortable doing 3 roads at a time and the
Board agreed. A motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf and seconded
by Supervisor Berscheid and unanimously carried to complete work on
251% Avenue, 245" Avenue and 110" Street and awarding the work to
MBC Drainage.

A motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded by Supervisor
Bebus and unanimously carried to then complete work on 130" Street,



Blue Spruce Road and 215" Avenue and awarding the work to MBC
Drainage.

Supervisor Ostendorf stated that Central Specialties has provided a quote
to do any patching that is needed on Almond Drive, Alligator Drive,
Ambassador, Brick Yard Road and Blue Gill Road. Supervisor Ostendorf
will contact Nick from Widseth and have him review these roads first.

A motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded by Supervisor
Ahrens and unanimously carried to request Central Specialties to complete
patching work on the above roads where needed and after being reviewed
by Widseth Engineering.

d. Big Birch Lake Dam — Supervisor Bebus stated that there continues to be
problems with the Big Birch Lake Dam due to beavers. The Board agreed

that this area should be monitored and cleaned out when needed.

9. Unfinished Business

a. Resident Alan VanHavermaet’s Request to Purchase Parcels Near the
Town Hall — At the March meeting, Resident Alan VanHavermaet, who
lives next to the Birchdale Town Hall property, requested to purchase
approximately 3 parcels of land from the Township to add to his bordering
property. Clerk Bauer did contact Attorney Gilchrist and he stated that the
Board can sell township land but would need to determine pricing and
then there is a process to proceed with selling any land. After discussion,
the Board is not interested in selling any land at this time. Supervisor
Berscheid will notify Resident VanHavermaet.

10. New Business

a. The Board then opened the quotes received from Herdering, Inc. and
Knife River for 2026 Dust Control. Quote information had been sent to
three companies (Herdering Inc., Knife River and Central MN Dust
Control) and a notice was posted on the Township’s website and Town
Hall bulletin board.

The Herdering, Inc. quote was as follows:
e Magnesium Chloride Dust Guard at $.97/per foot
The Knife River quote was as follows:
e Magnesium Chloride Dust Guard at 1.056/per foot (38%
application rate)

Supervisor Ostendorf shared that the Minnesota Department of
Transportation would not share cell phone road count data with Widseth
Engineering so we could not get that information as a counter for our



11.

roads. He stated that maybe we could do Blue Spruce and Schwanke’s
Road at a one-half rate as a test case this year. Erv stated that the labor
cost will still be the same but he could apply a one-half rate. Erv also
mentioned that Angler Drive only gets a half-rate.

A motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded by Supervisor
Berscheid and unanimously carried to award the dust control contract to
Herdering Inc. The Board asked Erv to try doing the half-rate on the above
roads with a full dose on the other township roads and then provide a
report to the Board later this year on the roads including the weather
conditions throughout the summer. Erv will do this.

Clerk Bauer presented the proposed quote information and form regarding
Brush Cutting. A motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded by
Supervisor Bebus and unanimously carried to approve the quote
information and form and authorize seeking sealed quotes for Brush
Cutting. Clerk Bauer was directed to send the quote information and form
to Tuff Excavating, Hoffman Tree Service and MBC Drainage and to post
the information on the Township website and Township bulletin board.
Quotes to be received until 7:30 PM Tuesday, May 26™, 2026 and the
quotes to be opened at the 7:30PM Board Meeting.

Clerk Bauer presented the proposed quote information and form regarding
Ditch Mowing. A motion was made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by
Supervisor Berscheid and unanimously carried to approve the quote
information and form and authorize seeking sealed quotes for Ditch
Mowing. Clerk Bauer was directed to send the quote information and form
to MBC Drainage and Tuff Excavating and to post the information on the
Township Website and Township bulletin board. Quotes to be received
until 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, May 26th, 2026 and the quotes to be opened at
the 7:30 p.m. Board meeting.

Clerk Bauer presented the proposed quote information and form regarding
Brush/Weed Spraying. A motion was made by Supervisor Bebus,
seconded by Supervisor Ostendorf and unanimously carried to approve the
quote information and form and authorize seeking sealed quotes for
Brush/Weed Spraying. Clerk Bauer was directed to send the quote
information and form to Carr’s Tree Service, Carefree Weed & Mosquito
and Central Minnesota Applicators and to post the information on the
Township website and Township bulletin board. Quotes to be received
until 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, May 26th, 2026 and the quotes to be opened at
the 7:30 p.m. Board meeting.

Informational Items

a.

Special Assessment Request Forms:
Main Street Title & Closings, LLC



e Petter and Karen Leko, 11253 Alcott Drive, Sauk Centre, MN
Clerk Bauer responded to the request that there were no assessments from
Birchdale Township.

b. Special Assessment Request Forms:
Hometown Abstract & Title

e Timothy John Dougherty, 10622 Angler Drive, Grey Eagle, MN
Clerk Bauer responded to the request that there were no assessments from
Birchdale Township.

c. Notice of Filing — Clerk Bauer shared correspondence received from the
Todd County Auditor Treasurer’s Office stating that there are a number of
positions coming up for election including County Commissioner and Soil
and Water Board openings and the dates of filing are starting Tuesday,
May 19 and run through Tuesday, June 2, 2026.

12. Officers Comments

Clerk Bauer asked if it was okay for her to contact Arvig Communications to have
someone out to the town hall to view and repair the audio/video equipment. She
has not been able to broadcase the township meetings on YouTube as there is a
black screen. The Board did approve this and Supervisor Ostendorf stated that he
could meet the Arvig Representative when he came out.

13. Adjournment

With no further business, a motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded
by Supervisor Ahrens, and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 9:13
p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Jackie Bauer
Birchdale Township Clerk



