
 

BIRCHDALE TOWNSHIP 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

TUESDAY, APRIL 29, 2025 – 7:30 P.M. 

 

1. Call to Order/ Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call –Chair Jim Carstens called to 

order the regular meeting of the Birchdale Township Board at 7:30 p.m. on 

Tuesday, April 29, 2025 at the Birchdale Town Hall. The Pledge of Allegiance 

was recited. Present were Supervisors Jim Carstens, Joe Ostendorf, Arnie 

Berscheid, Dale Ahrens, Larry Bebus and Treasurer Marlene VanHavermaet and 

Clerk Jackie Bauer.  Also, in attendance were Engineer Tracey VonBargen and 

Nick Kous from Widseth Engineering, Residents Andrew Burlet, Calvin Miller, 

Gary Bruem, Wayne Terry, Leroy A., Joe Kostreba, Steve Gudgell, Greg Thooft, 

Dave Tomsche, Erv Herdering and Kathy and Dale Strufferl. 

 

2. Approval of Agenda – A motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded 

by Supervisor Ahrens and unanimously carried to approve the agenda. 

 

3. Approval of Minutes - A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded 

by Supervisor Bebus and unanimously carried to approve the March 25, 2025   

Monthly Board regular meeting minutes. 

 

4. Approval of Treasurer’s Report - Treasurer VanHavermaet presented the April 

Treasurer’s Report. A motion was made by Supervisor Bebus seconded by 

Supervisor Berscheid and unanimously carried to accept the Treasurer’s Report.  

 

5. Approval of Bills - Next presented was the list of bills for the month of April to 

be considered for payment. A motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, 

seconded by Supervisor Berscheid and unanimously carried to approve payment 

of the bills in the amount of $10,141.15 (See attached list of bills). 

 

6. Residents Comments 

 

a. Wayne Terry – Resident Wayne Terry addressed the Board regarding a 

request for a variance with Todd County Planning and Zoning that he is 

seeking in Birchdale Township. He is requesting to shorten the set-back 

from the lake for construction on his property. He is asking for a 10’ 

further set-back. This will not affect his neighbors. The Board was in 

agreement and signed off on the document required by the county. 

 

b. Dave Tomsche – Resident Dave Tomsche and his nephew, Myles (who is 

the Manager of the Birchdale Township DairyRidge Farm location) 

addressed the Board in order to keep them informed as to a request that 

he will be submitting to Todd County Planning & Zoning to increase his 

animal unit numbers at the DairyRidge Farm located in Birchdale 

Township from 999 to 1299. He did add that the actual number of 



animals will stay at 999 but the type of cow housed at this farm will 

change which is why he needs the approval to change the animal unit 

number. This will become a robotic dairy. Mr. Tomsche has made 

numerous improvements to the farm so prevent run-off. He stated that he 

lives on a lake too and it is important to him that there isn’t run-off into 

aquifers in the area. Mr. Tomsche stated that future plans include 

trucking the manure from the farm to a new, planned digester on his farm 

located near Long Prairie. He is hoping to receive approval to have a new 

digester built there by 2026.  

 

He stated that he is working with the MPCA for his Birchdale Farm and 

they will also be monitoring any run-off into aquifers. A resident in the 

audience who is part of the Little Birch Lake Association shared that Mr. 

Tomsche had addressed their Board and they are supportive of the 

expansion and appreciate the improvements made for run-off issues. 

Supervisor Berscheid also added that he lives down the road from the 

dairy and the odor has lessened.  

Supervisor Ahrens asked how many semi-loads of manure would be 

hauled out per day, and Mr. Tomsche responded that it would be one. An 

audience member inquired about the form of the manure, to which Mr. 

Tomsche explained it would be more of a liquid. A concern was raised 

about the possibility of manure spilling onto the road, but Mr. Tomsche 

assured that such an incident would reflect poorly on their operation and 

that they will take measures to prevent it. The Board expressed support 

for the expansion. Mr. Tomsche emphasized his desire for everyone to 

work together, and Supervisor Carstens thanked him for coming to 

present to the Board. 

7. Reports/Requests/Presentations 

 

 

8. Township Road Report 

 

a. Alcott Drive – Tracey VonBargen and Nick Kous from Widseth 

Engineering, Alexandria, MN presented on the Alcott Drive Reclaiming 

Project planned for 2026. Tracey went through the engineering report. He 

stated that Alcott Drive is over 20 years old and needs to have a complete 

reclaim which would include grinding up the tar and re-paving it. 

Supervisor Ostendorf asked Tracey to talk about microsealing. Tracey 

stated that the plan is to pave Alcott Drive and then immediately seal the 

road. This will add approximately 5 years to the life of the road. Tracey 

stated that the project will be done in 2026 because Todd County will be 

doing paving on a road nearby and so Birchdale Township can take 

advantage of working with the contractor they choose in order to save 



money. Tracey stated that Alcott could probably make it another 4 to 5 

years but it definitely needs to be repaired soon.  

 

Supervisor Berscheid asked how much asphalt would be added. Tracey 

stated that 3.5” would be added and the $50,000.00 sealcoating done 

which will ensure that Alcott lasts 30 years. Supervisor Berscheid stated 

that the road currently has about 2.5” asphalt. 

 

Supervisor Ostendorf stated that the problem areas on the road will be 

repaired this year. This will allow these areas to go through a freeze-thaw 

cycle before the paving next year. Some of the areas that are being 

repaired will hopefully be cost-shared with Todd County Soil & Water if 

they receive a grant. We will know by May 8th if the grant is awarded and 

how much Birchdale will receive. The total cost of repairs for Alcott this 

year will be approximately $100,000.00. Trees are already being removed 

and work will begin after May 14th once road restrictions are lifted. 

 

A resident asked about bump-outs for mailboxes. The Board wants bump-

outs on the corners and would like to group mailboxes however 

Supervisor Ostendorf is checking with the Post-Master in Sauk Centre to 

get more information on this issue. 

 

Tracey stated that in Douglas County, they replaced all of the mailbox 

posts with swing-arms. He said the post office usually likes the swing-

arms and likes the boxes to be grouped. Supervisor Ahrens stated that he 

went down Alcott and counted 109 mailboxes. He also shared that to 

replace each mailbox with a swing-arm, would cost $150.00 each. 

Snowplow Contractor Greg Thooft shared that it is a lot easier for the 

snowplow to clean around mailboxes with the swing-arm. 

 

Another question was asked about potential run-off from fields and 

Widseth stated that their report does include a hydrology report for this so 

that any repair work is done properly to prevent this. 

 

Residents also commented on the possibility of adding a solar-powered 

speed limit to the road as there are lot of people who speed on Alcott. 

Another comment asked about the heaviness of trucks going down the 

road and causing damage and Tracey confirmed that trucks such as 

garbage or propane trucks do cause the most damage to a road but by 

adding the 3.5”, this will give a good buffer to the road. 

 

A resident shared that because the road is narrow, it is difficult to walk 

along the road. Tracey stated that if the township wanted to widen the 

road, this would cost substantially more but another option would be to 

reduce the lane-widths with striping which creates a psychological slow-

down for drivers. Over 2 or 3 years, the lines fade though. Supervisor 



Ostendorf stated that he would like to see a proposal on how much this 

might cost to do this and Clerk Bauer wondered if this could make the 

road eligible for more grants because of the road safety aspect.  

 

b. The conversation then turned to funding the Alcott Road Project. The 

residents asked if a letter would be sent out to everyone giving them an 

update on the project starting. Supervisor Carstens assured the residents 

that a letter would be sent to all of them letting them know when the 

project would begin. Supervisor Ostendorf stated that the township should 

discuss and consider options of paying for the Alcott Project as the 

projected cost is approximately 1.3 million dollars. Whatever option is 

chosen by the Board sets a precedence also. He stated that there are 179 

parcels, 151 land-owners and 146 addresses. There are 10 miles of paved 

roads in Birchdale and 323 of our 1060 parcels live along a paved road so 

approximately one-third of our residents live on paved roads.  

 

A resident spoke up and shared that when Alcott was initially paved 25 

years ago, residents were assured by the township that if they paid the 

initial cost of paving, that the township would keep up the maintenance. 

Supervisor Ostendorf stated that the township should honor that. He just 

wanted to have the conversation. He said we have 3 options:  the township 

pays for the project, each resident who lives along Alcott pays their 

portion or a Subordinate Service District Account is created for Alcott and 

the township assesses residents along Alcott through the SSD.  

 

Comments from residents included asking what responsibility does Todd 

County have for helping with the road and the fact that it isn’t just 

residents who use Alcott Drive. Supervisor Carstens stated that it is 

important for the township to hear from all residents of the township. 

Ultimately, the Board believes that the township should honor the original 

agreement made to residents living along Alcott and will cover the cost of 

the road project however Supervisor Berscheid stated that he feels that 

residents should pay for the swing-arm mailboxes.  

 

c. Damaged Barricade – Supervisor Berscheid stated that the barricade that 

was damaged by a driver last month has now been repaired and reflector 

posts have been added. 

 

9. Unfinished Business 

 

a. Pathway Vacation Along Little Birch Lake – See Attached Proposed 

Hearing Order. At last month’s meeting, Attorney Gilchrist had prepared a 

proposed resolution to vacate the lake walk along Little Birch Lake as 

requested by residents during the Annual Meeting however the Board 

found that the resolution contained conflicting messages regarding 

whether the DNR needed to be notified. Clerk Bauer worked with 



Attorney Gilchrist and Resident Robbie Johnson to draft a new resolution. 

Resident Johnson does have concerns about an easement that runs from 

the lake walk between two properties and out to the road, however 

Attorney Gilchrist said this easement was not dedicated to Birchdale 

Township like the lake walk was so this is not an issue that would be 

addressed in the resolution. Resident Johnson is concerned that this could 

cause issues with the vacation of the lake walk being disputed in the 

future. Resident Johnson also shared that to record this vacation will cost 

approximately $50.00 or less with the Township Recorder. A motion was 

made by Supervisor Bebus, seconded by Supervisor Berscheid and 

unanimously accepted to approve Resolution #2025-07, Resolution 

Issuing An Order Providing a Hearing Date Regarding the Proposed 

Vacation of the Dedicated Lake Shore Walk In The Plat of Ward Springs 

and the hearing set for July 10th at 7:00 PM at the Town Hall. 

 

b. Main Street Vacation, Ward Springs – The Board also considered a 

resolution to vacate a portion of an outdated road in the community of 

Ward Springs titled Main Street which is no longer used as a road. This 

road was established when Ward Springs formerly was known as Birch 

Lake City. Three residents have property that Main Street is running 

across on plats with Todd County. The residents would like this outdated 

road vacated. The Board approved Resolution #2025-08, Resolution 

Issuing An Order Providing a Hearing Date Regarding the Proposed 

Vacation of a Dedicated Street in the Plat of Townsite of Birch Lake City 

and the hearing set for July 10th at 7:30 PM at the Town Hall. 

 

c. Clerk Bauer notified the Supervisors that nameplates have been ordered 

and should arrive in the next week. 

 

d. Repair Areas In The Township – There are a number of repairs in the 

township that Supervisor Ostendorf shared that MBC Drainage provided a 

repair quote for including an area of wash-out on 245th Avenue. The 

culvert is blocked that is located near Resident Gary Roering’s property. 

Supervisor Ostendorf is aware of this and will discuss this further with 

Resident Roering but the culvert needs to be replaced and possible tiling 

needs to be placed in the ditch area. The Board would like a second quote 

from another contractor before any work is done, so Supervisor Ostendorf 

will also reach out to Dave Gerads for a second quote. 

 

10. New Business 

 

a. The Board then opened the quotes received from Herdering, Inc. and 

Knife River for 2025 Dust Control.  Quote information had been sent to 

three companies (Herdering Inc., Knife River and Central MN Dust 

Control) and a notice was posted on the Township’s website and Town 

Hall bulletin board.  



 

 The Herdering, Inc. quote was as follows: 

• Magnesium Chloride Dust Guard at $.92/per foot (32% application 

rate) 

The Knife River quote was as follows: 

• Magnesium Chloride Dust Guard at .978/per foot (38% application 

rate) 

Clerk Bauer mentioned that Todd County does dust control every other 

year when they do graveling on unpaved roads but both Supervisor 

Carstens and Supervisor Ostendorf felt that every other year was not 

enough because of the amount of traffic that the township roads receive. 

Contractor Greg Thooft suggested you may be able to do less dust control 

if you did more grading.  

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor 

Ostendorf and unanimously carried accepting the quote from Herdering, 

Inc. for 2025 Dust Control at the cost of $.92/foot for magnesium chloride 

product as quoted. 

 

  

b. The Board then opened the quotes received from Bertram Asphalt 

Company Inc., Astech and Precision Roadway Services LLC for Crack 

Filling. Quote information had been sent to the three companies and a 

notice was posted on the Township’s website and Town Hall bulletin 

board.  

 

Bertram Asphalt Company Inc. quote was as follows: 

• $2.13/per pound 

The Precision Roadway Services LLC quote was as follows: 

• $1.65/per pound 

Astech Surface Technologies Corporation quote was as follows: 

• $2.80/per pound 

A motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded by Supervisor 

Berscheid and unanimously carried accepting the quote from Precision 

Roadway Services LLC for 2025 Crack Filling at the cost of $1.65/per 

pound. 

 

c. Clerk Bauer presented the proposed quote information and form regarding 

Brush Cutting. Supervisor Ostendorf stated that all of the large brush 

cutting has been completed by MBC Drainage. There is small brush 

cutting that can be done that Hoffman has been doing this past year. Greg 

Thooft from Tuff Excavating stated that he would like the opportunity to 

submit a quote. When reviewing the quotes, the Board will consider work 

that needs to be done as maintenance and also work that needs to be done 

as a result of storm damage. A motion was made by Supervisor Ahrens, 

seconded by Supervisor Ostendorf and unanimously carried to approve the 



quote information and form and authorize seeking sealed quotes for Brush 

Cutting. Clerk Bauer was directed to send the quote information and form 

to Tuff Excavating, Hoffman Tree Service and MBC Drainage and to post 

the information on the Township website and Township bulletin board. 

Quotes to be received until 7:30 PM Tuesday, May 27th, 2025 and the 

quotes to be opened at the 7:30PM Board Meeting. 

 

d. Clerk Bauer presented the proposed quote information and form regarding 

Ditch Mowing. A motion was made by Supervisor Bebus, seconded by 

Superisor Berscheid and unanimously carried to approve the quote 

information and form and authorize seeking sealed quotes for Ditch 

Mowing. Clerk Bauer was directed to send the quote information and form 

to MBC Drainage and Tuff Excavating and to post the information on the 

Township Website and Township bulletin board. The Board also provided 

a name and phone number to Clerk Bauer to contact for a third quote. The 

Board would like Clerk Bauer to contact Clayton Doubmeyer. Quotes to 

be received until 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, May 27, 2025 and the quotes to be 

opened at the 7:30 p.m. Board meeting.   

 

e. Clerk Bauer presented the proposed quote information and form regarding 

Brush/Weed Spraying. A motion was made by Supervisor Ahrens, 

seconded by Supervisor Ostendorf and unanimously carried to approve the 

quote information and form and authorize seeking sealed quotes for 

Brush/Weed Spraying. Supervisor Ahrens stated that there is some knap 

weed that needs to be sprayed along Aldrin Loop. Clerk Bauer was 

directed to send the quote information and form to Carr’s Tree Service, 

Carefree Weed & Mosquito and Central Minnesota Applicators and to 

post the information on the Township website and Township bulletin 

board. Quotes to be received until 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, May 27th, 2025 and 

the quotes to be opened at the 7:30 p.m. Board meeting. 

 

f. Supervisor Ahrens informed the Board that Todd County is planning ditch 

work along Almond Drive to help manage runoff from his field. When 

asked by Supervisor Carstens how he became aware of the project, 

Supervisor Ahrens explained that Deja Anton from Todd County Soil and 

Water had reached out to him. The County is proposing to use material 

from Supervisor Ahrens’ field to construct a berm and create a barrier. 

However, since the work would occur where Almond Drive transitions 

into a private road, there is uncertainty about how to proceed. The 

estimated cost of the project is $16,600, with the County expected to cover 

three-fourths of the expense. MBC Drainage had previously reviewed the 

repair in the prior year and estimated the cost at $10,600. Supervisor 

Ahrens will continue working with Todd County Soil & Water and wanted 

to make the Board aware of the planned project. 

 

11. Informational Items 



a. Special Assessment Request Forms: 

Main Street Title & Closings, LLC  

• Steven and Ann Brunswig, Cedar Lake Road, Sauk Centre, MN 

• Leslie and Delores Butkowski, 10741 Alcott Drive, Sauk Centre, MN 

• Debra Klaphake, 28841 Antelope Trail, Grey Eagle, MN 

• The Jeffrey J. Zachman Trust U/A/D and the Linda L. Zachman trust, 

11014 County 19, Grey Eagle, MN 

 

Clerk Bauer responded to the request that there were no assessments from 

Birchdale Township and that Antelope Trail is not a township road. 

 

b. Correspondence Received from Todd County Planning Commission 

stating there will be a public hearing on Thursday, May 1st, 2025 at 6:00 

PM at the Commissioner’s Board Room, Todd County Courthouse 

– Sara Housman, 11339 251st Avenue, Sauk Centre, MN – request for 

CUP to operate a dog grooming business in NES Zoning District 

 

c. Clerk Bauer shared with the Board that Amazon will now allow townships 

to have a Business Prime Account through the Minnesota Association of 

Townships. Clerk Bauer will work on setting up an account for Birchdale 

Township. 

 

12. Officers Comments 

 

Contractor Erv Herdering requested a map for dust control and Supervisor 

Berscheid will supply this to Mr. Herdering. The Board also provided Mr. 

Herdering with areas that need additional graveling. 

 

13. Adjournment  

 

With no further business, a motion was made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by 

Supervisor Bebus, and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 9:45 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

_______________________ 

Jackie Bauer 

Birchdale Township Clerk  


