BIRCHDALE TOWNSHIP
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
TUESDAY, APRIL 30, 2024 —8:00 P.M.

Call to Order/ Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call —Chair Jim Carstens called to
order the regular meeting of the Birchdale Township Board at 8:00 p.m. on
Tuesday, April 30, 2024 at the Birchdale Town Hall. The Pledge of Allegiance
was recited. Present were Supervisors Jim Carstens, Joe Ostendorf, Arnie
Berscheid, Dale Ahrens, Larry Bebus and Treasurer Marlene VanHavermaet and
Clerk Jackie Bauer. Also, in attendance was Residents Jeff Mayer, Rand Willhite
and Erv Herdering.

2. Approval of Agenda — A motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded
by Supervisor Ahrens and unanimously carried to approve the agenda as
amended.

3. Approval of Minutes - A motion was made by Supervisor Bebus, seconded by
Supervisor Berscheid and unanimously carried to approve the March 26, 2024
Monthly Board regular meeting minutes.

4. Approval of Treasurer’s Report - Treasurer VanHavermaet presented the April
Treasurer’s Report. A motion was made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by
Supervisor Ostendorf and unanimously carried to accept the Treasurer’s Report.

5. Approval of Bills - Next presented was the list of bills for the month of April to
be considered for payment. Supervisor Berscheid asked whether the postage due
was for the postcard mailing but Clerk Bauer responded that this was for returned
postcards. The postage for the mailing was paid at last month’s meeting. A
motion was made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by Supervisor Bebus, and
unanimously carried to approve payment of the bills in the amount of $6,845.25
(See attached list of bills).

6. Residents Comments

a. Resident Willhite shared his concerns that the agendas for the monthly
board meeting is not always posted on a timely basis on the Birchdale
Township website. He also noticed that the video of last months’ meeting
was not posted. Clerk Bauer stated that the video equipment was not
working last month so the meeting was not recorded and posted. Clerk
Bauer also stated that she will make sure to post the meeting agenda on a
more timely basis prior to the meetings.

7. Reports/Requests/Presentations




8. Township Road Report

a. Culvert Replacements Along Alcott Drive — Supervisors Ahrens stated
that right now the culvert replacement is on hold. Resident Nancy Primus
and her neighbor, Mr. Tabatt, are both willing to share in the cost of
replacing two culverts but there is another neighbor further up the hill who
should also share in the cost because of the water flow. Mr. Tabatt works
for A & H Concrete and he would be willing to get two culverts from this
company and have them assist with installing the culverts. But, there
would be an expense for the two culverts and the installation. The ditch
also has some cement poured into the current culvert so the old culvert and
this extra cement also needs to be removed. Supervisor Bebus stated that
there may be funds through Todd County Soil & Water to assist the
residents with doing this work but it would not be a guarantee. Supervisor
Ostendorf asked Supervisor Berscheid and Supervisor Ahrens if they
would take another look at Resident Primus’ culvert. Supervisor Ostendorf
stated that when he reviewed the area, there isn’t a lot of water running
through so he believes that the culverts might need to be cleaned. Also,
cement was poured into the culvert which narrowed it and maybe this
extra cement could be removed to repair the problem. Mr. Tabatt might be
willing to clean out this extra cement. Supervisor Berscheid asked Mr.
Herdering if he could take a backhoe and clean out the culvert area and
Mr. Herdering said he would take a look at the area to see if this could be
done. Supervisor Ahrens will also talk to Residents Primus and Tabatt and
share this information with them to see if they would be willing to try this
remedy instead. Resident Primus is planning to build a new home and just
wants to insure that her basement does not flood as this has happened in
the past.

b. Ambling Trail Tarring — The Board discussed moving forward with tarring
Ambling Trail and requesting quotes. Last year, Joe Riley Construction
had submitted a quote for the work and was planning on doing the project
but never completed it before winter. A Special Service District has also
been set up with the residents who live along Ambling Trail so that they
can be assessed for the tarring project. Supervisor Berscheid stated that
both Knife River and Riley Construction are interested in submitting a
quote for this project. This project is projected to cost around $65,000.00
so it falls under the $175,000.00 threshold which means that just two
quotes are needed. Clerk Bauer asked the Board if they would like to set
up a special meeting in order to open the quotes and award the project.
Because this project does not required sealed bids or that the Board accept
the lowest bid, a special meeting can be held with just posting at one
location for the date and time of the meeting. The date of the special
meeting will be May 14" at 9:00 AM at the Birchdale Town Hall. The
notice of this special meeting will be posted on the Birchdale Township
website. Supervisor Berscheid will ask that Knife River and Joe Riley



Construction submit a bid before May 14" at 9:00 AM. After the quote is
awarded, then the project can begin and Clerk Bauer will contact Attorney
Gilchrist so that the project can be assessed to the residents through the
SSD.

Reclaiming (Milling and Tarring) of Alcott Drive — Supervisor Ostendorf
and Supervisor Berscheid also spoke with Knife River and Joe Riley
Construction about reclaiming Alcott Drive. Both contractors felt they
could take on the project and would not need engineering to be done. They
felt confident that they could do the work without needing to follow an
engineer’s specifications. State Statute does allow for townships to do a
project of this size without engineering, but the sealed bid process does
need to be followed as this project will cost more than $175,000.00. The
approximately cost of reclaiming Alcott Drive is estimated to cost
approximately $800,000.00 to 1 Million dollars. Supervisor Ostendorf’s
concern regarding not using an engineer is that the township could have
some liability if the project is not done correctly. Supervisor Berscheid
stated that both Knife River and Joe Riley Construction had a different
opinion regarding the base of Alcott Drive and what type of shape it was
in. Supervisor Bebus stated that if we are going to spend this amount of
money that we should use an engineer so that the work is done correctly.
Supervisor Berscheid did feel comfortable with both Knife River and Joe
Riley Construction doing the engineering work for us because requesting
an engineer to come in and assist with the project is going to be fairly
expensive. Supervisor Ostendorf stated that he had spoken with the county
engineer Loren Fellbaum and he is strongly encouraging Birchdale
Township to work with an engineer. He suggested that the township may
want to reach out to Grey Eagle because he knows they are doing a
reclaiming project also for 3415 Avenue. Possibly we could partner with
them to have the same contractor do the work for Alcott Drive since they
are in the area. Mr. Herdering stated that he knows that Todd County’s
tarring work will be done by Anderson Company. Supervisor Carstens
asked the Board what they wanted to do and how should we move ahead.
Supervisor Berscheid asked how much longer are we going to wait. The
residents would really like this project done. Supervisor Ahrens stated that
if we worked with an engineer, they could also assist with the water flow
and culvert projects we are having along Alcott Drive and he that maybe
we might want the same company that the county is using to come out and
review Alcott Drive also. Supervisor Carstens asked the board, “are we
going to seek an engineer or just go forward without one?” We will have
to bond for this project because the township does not have enough funds
to pay for the project with or without an engineer. After discussion, the
Board agreed to reach out to an engineer to get an idea of cost and the
Board will discuss this project at the May meeting. Clerk Bauer will also
reach out to Grey Eagle Township to find out which contractor and
engineer is doing the work for them on 341 Avenue.



d.

Road Sweeping for Angler and Alcott Drives — Supervisor Bebus stated
that the City of Melrose will not do the work because they only cover their
city. The City of Sauk Centre has not responded. Supervisor Bebus also
reached out to the contract that Mr. Herdering recommended, and he
quoted a cost of $1500.00 which Supervisor Bebus felt was too expensive.
He asked that this agenda item be placed on the May meeting.

9. Unfinished Business

a.

Clerk Bauer updated the Board regarding the hiring of a new township
clerk. An ad was placed, and Clerk Bauer has 2 resumes, and a third
candidate has also reached out. As soon as the third candidate submits a
resume, Clerk Bauer will schedule interview times for the hiring
committee to meet with the candidates and move forward.

Township Furniture Update — Clerk Bauer stated that Connect Interiors
how supplied the new chairs for the town hall inadvertently ordered too
many. Clerk Bauer has been in contact with the company and they are
arranging to pick up the extra chairs and issue a credit.

Five Year Capital Improvement Plan — Clerk Bauer asked that this agenda
item be placed on the May meeting.

Possibly Creating a Planning & Zoning Sub-Committee for Birchdale
Township — Supervisor Ostendorf had brought up the idea of possibly
creating a planning and zoning committee for Birchdale Township.
Currently there are two townships in the county who do their own
planning and zoning and Supervisor Ostendorf stated that this might make
the Board more aware of the projects that were happening in the township
especially as it relates to feedlots or variances for building requests.
Supervisor Bebus stated that he spoke with the Planning & Zoning
Director, Adam Ossefoort, from Todd County. He stated that it was
definitely up to the township but one of the townships who had its own
planning & zoning committee just dropped it and went back to the county
planning and zoning meetings. Supervisor Ostendorf stated that it might
be something for the Board to keep in mind going forward.

Minnesota DEED Broadband Grant Update — Supervisor Ostendorf gave
an update regarding the Minnesota DEED Broadband Grant. He stated that
he received a call from Arvig. They wanted to know why the township had
submitted a grant application for these funds. Supervisor Ostendorf stated
how extremely important it is that Birchdale Township receives installed
broadband. He shared the frustration of not having it in parts of the
township and this was why Birchdale Township applied for the grant.
Arvig explained that the township would need a technology party such as
Arvig in order to successfully be awarded the grant. The representative



from Arvig is going to create a map showing what areas of the township
still need broadband and where they plan to install fiber-optic cable over
the next 10 years. He will then share this with Supervisor Ostendorf.
Supervisor Ostendorf stated that even if we don’t qualify for the grant, it
was a good idea to apply for the grant so that he could have a conversation
with Arvig about how important it is that the township receives broadband
and to receive a timeline of Arvig’s installation of broadband within the
township.

10. New Business

a. The Board then opened the quotes received from Herdering, Inc for 2024
Dust Control. Quote information had been sent to three companies
(Herdering Inc., Knife River and Central MN Dust Control) and a notice
was posted on the Township’s website and Town Hall bulletin board.

The Herdering, Inc. quote was as follows:
e Magnesium Chloride Dust Guard at $.90/per foot (full-rate) and
$.77/per foot (half-rate)

A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor
Bebus and unanimously carried accepting the quote from Herdering, Inc.
for 2024 Dust Control at the cost of $.90/foot for magnesium chloride
product as quoted. Mr. Herdering has been doing dust control work for the
township in the past and the Board is happy with his work thus far.

b. Clerk Bauer presented the proposed quote information and form regarding
Brush Cutting. A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by
Supervisor Ostendorf and unanimously carried to approve the quote
information and form and authorize seeking sealed quotes for Brush
Cutting. Clerk Bauer was directed to send the quote information and form
to Hoffman Tree Service and MBC Drainage and to post the information
on the Township website and Township bulletin board. Quotes to be
received until 8:00 PM Tuesday, May 28", 2024 and the quotes to be
opened at the 8:00 PM Board Meeting.

c. Clerk Bauer presented the proposed quote information and form regarding
Ditch Mowing. A motion was made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by
Superisor Berscheid and unanimously carried to approve the quote
information and form and authorize seeking sealed quotes for Ditch
Mowing. Clerk Bauer was directed to send the quote information and form
to MBC Drainage and Mid MN Grinding & Mulch in Osakis, MN and to
post the information on the Township Website and Township bulletin
board. Quotes to be received until 8:00 p.m. Tuesday, May 28, 2024 and
the quotes to be opened at the 8:00 p.m. Board meeting.



. Clerk Bauer presented the proposed quote information and form regarding
Brush/Weed Spraying. A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid
seconded by Supervisor Ahrens and unanimously carried to approve the
quote information and form and authorize seeking sealed quotes for
Brush/Weed Spraying. Clerk Bauer was directed to send the quote
information and form to Carr’s Tree Service and Central Minnesota
Applicators and to post the information on the Township website and
Township bulletin board. Quotes to be received until 8:00 p.m. Tuesday,
May 28, 2024 and the quotes to be opened at the 8:00 p.m. Board meeting.

Clerk Bauer presented the proposed quote information and form regarding
Paint Striping. A motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded by
Supervisor Berscheid and unanimously carried to approve the quote
information and form and authorize seeking sealed quotes for Paint
Striping. Clerk Bauer was directed to send the quote information and form
to Traffic Marking Services, Sir LinesALot, Central Minnesota
Sealcoating and Preferred Striping and to post the information on the
Township website and Township bulletin board. Quotes to be received
until 8:00 p.m. Tuesday, May 28, 2024 and the quotes to be opened at the
8:00 p.m. Board meeting.

Clerk Bauer presented the proposed quote information and form regarding
Sealcoating. There are currently no sealcoating projects scheduled for the
coming year so no quotes will be sent out for Sealcoating for 2024.

. 911 Signs — Supervisor Ostendorf stated that he had stopped at Todd
County to pick up some additional 911 signs. He stated that the cost of
vertical 911 signs is $9.00 and the cost of horizontal is $5.00. Supervisor
Ostendorf asked if the Board thought we should start switching to
replacing 911 signs in the township with horizontal. Supervisor Carstens
stated that he thought this would be a good idea. The horizontal are easier
to read anyway. Supervisor Ostendorf will notify Planning & Zoning
Director Adam Osefoort and GIS Technician Doug Thom that Birchdale
Township would like to start requesting horizontal 911 signs for Birchdale
Township any time new ones are requested for residents. A motion was
made by Supervisor Carstens, seconded by Supervisor Bebus and
unanimously carried to starting using horizontal 911 signs in Birchdale
Township instead of vertical.

. Treasurer VanHavermaet asked the Board if both her and the clerk could

purchase and install Microsoft 365 Office on their new laptops. The cost is
approximately $70.00 per year. The Board agreed with this.

Supervisor Berscheid requested that Clerk Bauer send a letter to the
neighbor living north of the town hall requesting that the metal and debris
be removed from her yard. Clerk Bauer will do this.



11.

Informational ltems

a. Special Assessment Request Forms:
Main Street Title & Closings, LLC - Lyle and Lynne Yackley, 12877
Bayview Dr., Sauk Centre, MN 56378
The Title Team — Aldrin Loop, Long Prairie, MN 56347 (Saddleback
Ridge at Pauley Lake)
The Title Team — County 99, Long Prairie, MN 56347 (Saddleback Ridge
at Pauley Lake).

Clerk Bauer responded to the request that there were no assessments from
Birchdale Township and that Adrin Loop and County 99 are not township roads.

b. Clerk Bauer presented correspondence received from Todd County
Planning Commission stating there will be a public hearing on Thursday,
April 11* 2024, at 6:00 PM in the Commissioner’s Boardroom, Historic
Courthouse regarding:

Proposed Amendment to Todd County Feedlot Ordinance

North Star RNG, LLC — Request for the construction and operation of an
anaerobic digester to renewable natural gas project, 21695 MN-287, Long
Prairie, MN.

c. Clerk Bauer presented correspondence received from the Todd County
Agricultural Society regarding a donation request for the Todd County Fair.

d. Clerk Bauer presented correspondence received From Todd County
Auditor/Treasurer’s Office regarding the 2024 Presidential Nomination
Primary Reimbursement Memo. Birchdale Township will be able to submit
for reimbursement for the 2024 Presidential Nomination Primary including
election judges’ wages, mileage, scanner, ballot and electronics costs. These
expenses are due to be filed on the Secretary of State’s website by May 11%,
2024.

12. Officers Comments

Supervisor Ahrens requested that Mr. Herdering come out to clean out the culvert
and ditch area just for Resident Primus to see if that will resolve the back-up of
water. Mr. Herdering will do this.

13. Adjournment

With no further business, a motion was made by Supervisor Bebus, seconded by
Supervisor Ostendorf , and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 9:54
p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,



Jackie Bauer
Birchdale Township Clerk



