
 

BIRCHDALE TOWNSHIP 

    REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

TUESDAY, MAY 25, 2021 – 8:00 P.M. 

 

Call to Order/ Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call 

 

Co-Chair Joe Ostendorf called to order the regular meeting of the Birchdale Township 

Board at 8:00 p.m. on Tuesday, May 25, 2021 at the Birchdale Town Hall. The Pledge of 

Allegiance was recited. Present were Supervisors Larry Bebus, Dale Ahrens, Joe 

Ostendorf, Arnie Berscheid, Treasurer Marlene VanHavermaet, and Clerk Jackie Bauer.  

Also in attendance was Erv Herdering. Chair James Carstens was absent. 

 

2. Approval of Agenda 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Ahrens, and 

unanimously carried to approve the agenda. 

 

3. Approval of Minutes 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Bebus, and 

unanimously carried to approve the April 27
th

, 2021 Regular Meeting minutes. 

 

4. Approval of Treasurer’s Report 

 

Treasurer VanHavermaet presented the May Treasurer’s Report. A motion was made by 

Supervisor Bebus, seconded by Supervisor Ahrens, and unanimously carried to accept the 

Treasurer’s Report.  

 

5. Approval of Bills 

 

Next presented was the list of bills for the month of May to be considered for payment.  A 

motion was made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by Supervisor Berscheid and 

unanimously carried to approve payment of the bills in the amount of $39,563.48 (See 

attached list of bills).  

 

6. Residents Comments 

 

a. None 

 

7. Reports/Requests/Presentations 

 

a. None 

 

 

 



8.  Township Road Report 
 

a. Update on Minimum Maintenance Road Work – Supervisor Ostendorf stated that he 

spoke with both Mr. Herdering and Bart from MBC and neither have had the 

opportunity to review the roads yet. This item will be tabled for the June 2021 meeting. 

 

b. Crack Filling Work – Supervisor Berscheid stated that the crack filling is complete in 

the township. Supervisor Berscheid had reviewed with Brian from Precision Roadway 

what work needed to be completed, specifically for Almond, Angler and Alcott Drive. 

Both Supervisor Berscheid and Ostendorf reviewed the work and it looks good. 

 

c. Ditch Mowing and Tree Trimming Update – Supervisor Ostendorf provided an update 

on tree trimming and ditch mowing that will be performed in the township. He stated 

that he spoke with Bart from MBC, who will be completing the work over the next year 

and stated that the township would like to go ahead. Clerk Bauer presented information 

regarding preparing and mailing a letter to residents informing them of the working 

being and to contact either Supervisor Ostendorf or Supervisor Berscheid if they have 

questions. The letter states that work will begin later this fall and early spring. Clerk 

Bauer stated that it would be more cost effective to use a bulk mailing through Schmidt 

Printing than to mail the letters out through regular postage. The Board reviewed the 

draft of the letter and approved. A motion was made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded 

by Supervisor Bebus and it was unanimously carried to approve using Schmidt Printing 

in Melrose to print and mail the township letter to residents regarding tree trimming. 

The letter should go out within the next month. The Board did discuss whether there 

should be some type of waiver or form that residents can complete if there are trees that 

they do not want cut down. Clerk Bauer will research if there is a form like this through 

Minnesota Association of Townships. 

 

d. Culverts on Angler Drive – Supervisor Bebus brought up that there is a culvert on 

Angler Drive that is not draining and needs to be cleaned out. Supervisor Bebus will 

contact Todd County to find out who could be contacted to clean this culvert. 

 

 

9.  Unfinished Business 

 

a. Township Storage Shed – Clerk Bauer and Supervisor Bebus have been notified 

that Birchdale Township is included on the May 27
th

, 2021 Planning & Zoning for 

Todd County Agenda for a variance request to construct a storage shed 58’ from 

Almond Drive instead of the required 70’. Supervisor Bebus will attend the 

meeting over zoom and report at the June meeting. If the variance is approved, 

construction on the storage shed can begin. This storage building will house street 

signs, safety equipment and other equipment from the town hall which will provide 

additional open area in the town hall. 

 

b. Township Technology Update – Clerk Bauer and Supervisor Ostendorf are 

working with Arvig Communications to install technology equipment in the town 



hall including internet access and video-audio meeting equipment. Arvig is busy as 

a number of townships are installing technology in their town halls in the area. 

 

c. Building Placed In Township Road Right-Of-Way at Resident’s Property – Clerk 

Bauer updated the Board on the information that she received from Township 

Attorney Troy Gilchrist regarding a building that has been placed in the township 

road right-of-way on Resident Cynthia Wren-Grey’s property. Attorney Gilchrist 

stated that the first step would be to determine that the road where the building is 

located in the right-of-way is not abandoned and is a current township road. He is 

able to verify this for the township if required. Second, it should be determined if 

Todd County Planning & Zoning has approved and issued the resident a permit to 

construct the building in this location. If not, Attorney Gilchrist is willing to draft a 

letter to the resident asking to have the building moved out of the township road 

right-of-way.  

 

Supervisor Ahrens asked whether the county ever issues an “after-the-fact 

variance” to residents. Clerk Bauer was not sure if Planning & Zoning would do 

this and would have to check on this.  

 

The road where the building is located in the right-of-way is a township road. 

Supervisor Bebus will verify with Todd County Planning & Zoning whether a 

permit has been issued to Resident Wren-Grey for the building and will inform the 

Board at the June meeting. The Board can then discuss whether they will pursue 

having Attorney Gilchrist draft a letter asking that the building be moved. 

 

American Rescue Plan Act – Clerk Bauer has been notified that funds from the 

American Rescue Plan Act have begun to be distributed to cities in Minnesota. 

More information regarding when townships will receive funds should be coming 

out at the end of May. Birchdale Township is scheduled to receive $98,050.55. 

Clerk Bauer will update the Board at the June meeting regarding the dispersal of the 

funds. 

 

10. New Business 
 

a. Authorize to Seek Proposals (sealed quotes) for Ditch Mowing - The Board then 

opened the quotes received for 2021 Ditch Mowing.  One quote was received.  

Quote information had been sent to two companies including Mid Minnesota 

Excavating and Leland Buchholz and a notice was posted on the Township’s 

website and Town Hall bulletin board. The quotes were as follows: 

  

 Leland Buchholz - $85.00/hour  

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Bebus, and 

unanimously carried accepting the quote from Leland Buchholz for 2021 Ditch 

Mowing at a cost of $85.00/hour.   

 



 

b. Noxious Weed Spraying – Quote information had been sent to two companies 

including Carr’s Tree Service and Central Applicators and a notice was posted on 

the Township’s website and Town Hall bulletin board. Two quotes were received 

from Central Applicators and Carr’s Tree Service. Two quotes were received and 

the quotes were as follows: 

 

 Central Applicators, Spray Truck:  $84.00/Hour for application, 

$24.50 Escort per ounce, $467 milestone per gallon, $65.06 Attach 

per gallon, $126.57 Tordon K per gallon, Garlon 3 $126.57 per 

gallon and spraying usually costing between $250.00 to $300.00 per 

mile with both sides treated. 

 Carr’s Tree Service:  Spray Truck-Boomless Sprayer:  

$185.00/Hour. Spray truck is similar to rigs used by county crews. 

Spray truck would be used for all roadside spraying, but we also 

have side by sides and four-wheelers for anything off road. 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Bebus seconded by Supervisor Ahrens and 

unanimously carried accepting the quote from Central Applicators for 2021 Weed 

Spraying.   

  

 

11. Informational Items 

 

The Board then reviewed the following informational items: 

 

a. Special Assessment Information Requests for: 

1. Home Town Title, LLC: Christopher & Samantha Ahrens, 10889 County 

Road 19, Grey Eagle 

2. Home Town Title, LLC:  Kevin & Nancy Bitz, 10431 Amigo Trail, Grey 

Eagle 

3. Main Street Title & Closings LLC:  Ronald & Ruth Pettit, 213
th
 Avenue, 

Sauk Centre 

4. Main Street Title & Closings, LLC: Thomas & Joan Clarke, 10892 Alcott 

Drive, Sauk Centre 

5. Home Town Title LLC (Sauk Centre):  11203 Archer Drive, Grey Eagle 

6. Home Town Title LLC (Sauk Centre):  13725 275
th
 Avenue, Grey Eagle 

Clerk Bauer responded that there were no assessments from Birchdale Township for any of 

these requests. 

b. Annual Township Road Mileage Certification – Clerk Bauer presented a form from Todd 

County Public Works requesting the total mileage for roads located within Birchdale 

Township. Co-Chairman Ostendorf signed the document. 

 

c. Notice of Todd County Board of Adjustment received regarding a notice of a public hearing to 

be held on Thursday, May 27
th
, 2021 at 6:00 PM regarding a request by Robert and Julie 

Mayers, Little Birch Lake, Section 25, Birchdale Township to decrease the OHWM setback in 

Shoreland RD Zoning from 100 feet to 93 feet for a 12’ X 12’ dwelling addition. Also 



Birchdale Townships is requesting a variance at 11343 Almond Drive, Grey Eagle to decrease 

the road right-of-way setback from 35’ to 21’ for construction of a 12’ X 20’ storage shed. 

 

12. Officers Comments 

 

Mr. Herdering, who was in attendance, stated that dust control is starting. He said 

that the roads are very dry and so some may need to be watered down first. He said 

the product doesn’t bind as well when it is so dry. He also stated that they got 

started late due a train derailment of product which caused it to come in late. The 

gravel hauling is complete. Mr. Herdering also stated that he will add water to 

Diamond Point Road before dust control can be applied. 

13.Adjournment 

 

With no further business, a motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded 

by Supervisor Bebus and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 9:00 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

  

_______________________ 

Jackie Bauer 

Birchdale Township Clerk  
 


