
 

BIRCHDALE TOWNSHIP 

    REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

TUESDAY, MAY 26, 2026 – 7:30 P.M. 

 

Call to Order/ Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call 

 

1. Vice Chair Joe Ostendorf called to order the regular meeting of the Birchdale Township Board at 7:30 

p.m. on Tuesday, May 26, 2026 at the Birchdale Town Hall. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

Present were Supervisors Larry Bebus, Dale Ahrens, Joe Ostendorf, Arnie Berscheid, Treasurer Marlene 

VanHavermaet, and Clerk Jackie Bauer.  Also in attendance was RJ Bueckers, Erv Herdering, Michael 

Taylor, Jason Murray from David Drown & Associates and Greg Thooft. 

 

2. Approval of Agenda 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Bebus, seconded by Supervisor Berscheid and unanimously carried 

to approve the agenda. 

 

3. Approval of Minutes 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Bebus, and unanimously carried 

to approve the April 28, 2026 regular meeting minutes. 

 

4. Approval of Treasurer’s Report 

 

Treasurer VanHavermaet presented the May Treasurer’s Report. A motion was made by Supervisor 

Ahrens, seconded by Supervisor Berscheid and unanimously carried to accept the Treasurer’s Report. 

 

5. Approval of Bills 

 

Next presented was the list of bills for the month of May to be considered for payment.  A motion was 

made by Supervisor Bebus, seconded by Supervisor Ahrens and unanimously carried to approve 

payment of the bills in the amount of $52,500.53 (See attached list of bills).  

 

6. Residents Comments 

 

a. Michael Taylor addressed the Board regarding an appeal for a variance with Todd County for his 

property located at 11600 Bluebird Drive, Sauk Centre (shoreland property along Long-Lake-

Higgins). He brought along a map and explained to the Board what his variance is requesting. After 

reviewing, the Board was in support of his variance and signed off on the form that he brought along 

from Todd County showing that he attended the township meeting.  

7. Reports/Requests/Presentations 

 

a. None 

 

8.  Township Road Report 

 

a. Patching and Crack Filling – After receiving the invoice from Bertram Asphalt, the Board discussed 

the crack filling that had been completed. The Board commented that the invoice was fairly high and 

a section of Almond Drive and Alpha Lane need to be done. Berscheid will contact Bill Bertram to 

ask him to return and finish the sections that were missed. Treasurer VanHavermaet commented that 



Alligator Drive is improved with the crack filling work that was done. Supervisor Ostendorf said that 

he hopes it sticks now and doesn’t end up in the ditches like some of the work that we have had done 

in past years.  

 

Supervisor Ostendorf asked about sweeping and Supervisor Bebus stated that he has heard good 

comments about the work that was done by Jordan from Lange Construction. Supervisor Bebus had 

driven around the township and utilized a map that he shared with the contractor on what areas 

needed to be swept. Greg Thooft from Tuffs Excavating, who was in attendance, asked whether a 

broom on a skidloader would work for sweeping roads. Supervisor Bebus stated that he didn’t think 

so because we had a contractor in the past who used this type of equipment and it didn’t do as good 

of a job. Supervisor Bebus also commented that he had reached out to Bertram Asphalt for a 

sweeping quote and he was very high. 

 

Supervisor Ahrens asked what type of sweeper does Lange Construction use and Supervisor Bebus 

stated that it was a regular street-sweeper. 

 

b. Alcott Drive Project Update – The Board discussed Alcott Drive. The project is currently about two 

weeks behind but Central Specialties is currently on site working. They will not be doing resident 

driveways. This work will be sub-contracted. Nick from Widseth is working on lining this work up. 

Joe Riley Construction is interested. Residents could also reach out to a contractor on their own and 

might get a better price. Nick will let the Board know what contractors are interested and we could 

list these companies on the Birchdale Township website for residents to contact.  

 

Supervisor Berscheid asked about the section of Alcott Drive that falls within Grey Eagle Township. 

He asked about how maintenance will be shared between Birchdale and Grey Eagle Townships for 

this section. The Board agreed that we should have a maintenance agreement with Grey Eagle 

Township similar to other shared roadway agreements that we have in place. There is another section 

of road similar to this along Stearns Line Road and we should also pursue an agreement with Sauk 

Centre Township for this section. Supervisor Berscheid is willing to attend a Grey Eagle Township 

meeting to talk to their Board about a maintenance agreement for the section along Alcott Drive. 

Clerk Bauer will get Grey Eagle Township contact information for Supervisor Berscheid. 

 

Supervisor Ostendorf stated that Widseth has put a speed sensor out along Alcott Drive this past 

weekend. They will be taking measurements now before the safety-striping is added along both sides 

of Alcott for the walking lanes. They will then measure the speed again to see if the striping has 

made a difference in slowing traffic down. 

 

Jason Murray from David Drown & Associates then presented the information for bonding for the 

Alcott Drive Project. He has prepared the paperwork. He reached out to 3 different banks including a 

local bank in Sauk Centre. The lowest interest rate and fees proposal was offered by the Minnesota 

Rural Water Association. The Board had a number of questions. They asked whether we could pay 

the load off early and Jason stated that no, not for at least 7 years. The loan is only in the amount 

$1,015,000 at a 4.4% interest rate for 10 years. The Board asked about our additional road work that 

is costing roughly $200,000.00. Jason did not include this in the total loan funds. The Board would 

like this to be included but Jason stated rather than re-writing the loan and publishing again which 

would delay receiving the funds, the Board could borrow another “micro-loan” on either a 7 or 10 

year payback and Jason could have this paperwork ready for the Board to sign at the June Township 

Meeting. Funds could be received in time for invoices coming in from MBC Drainage then. 

Otherwise, if we wait and combine the two loans, it would most likely be in August before we 

receive the funds. Supervisor Ostendorf thought that Central would probably bill us for Alcott by the 

end of June. After discussion, a motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor 

Bebus and unanimously carried to accept the current $1,015,000.00 loan and do a second micro-loan 



for $200,000.00. Jason will prepare the paperwork for the second loan for the June meeting. Jason 

will process the loan paperwork for the $1,015,000.00 loan and a check will be mailed for the funds 

to Clerk Bauer in the next 2 weeks. 

 

c. Additional Township Road Maintenance – MBC Drainage is starting work on 251st Avenue and has 

been doing other work in the area. They will work on the rest of the Birchdale Township roads in 

approximately 6 weeks. Supervisor Ahrens asked what the delay is and Supervisor Ostendorf stated 

it is due to scheduling and their timeline which is out until the middle of July. Supervisor Ahrens 

asked about the work that will be done on Blue Spruce Road and Supervisor Ostendorf stated that 

culvert extensions will be installed. Supervisor Ostendorf reviewed the repairs that will be done on 

245th, 251st and Blue Spruce Roads and he shared that he would be happy to go out with Supervisor 

Ahrens and review the roads and their scheduled repairs. 

 

Supervisor Berscheid shared that he has a map for dust control but will wait until work is done by 

MBC Drainage before dust control work is started.  

 

Greg Thooft shared that he reviewed the work needed on 285th and has prepared a quote for the cost 

of removing trees and doing seeding. He also asked about the township minimum maintenance 

roads. Greg cleaned up 230th where he removed a lot of debris, stick and rocks and his invoice for 

tonight includes this work. Greg also talked about Aldrin Loop. He reviewed this road and talked 

about what needs to be done. He stated that if the ditches were repaired, residents living along this 

road would be able to mow and might be more willing to maintain the ditches. Supervisor Berscheid 

asked if Greg had an idea of how much it would cost and Greg asked about seeding and whether the 

Board would like him to do hydro-seeding. Supervisor Berscheid and the Board agreed but would 

like him to keep seeding to a minimum. The Board is in support of Greg competing the work on 

Aldrin and 285th. But Supervisor Ostendorf felt that for now, the work on the minimum maintenance 

roads should wait. Brushing and blading could be done in the future but for now, we will put the 

minimum maintenance roads to the side. 

 

9.  Unfinished Business 

 

a. Sourcewell Grant for AED machines – Clerk Bauer was notified that Birchdale Township did not 

receive the grant funds through the Community Health Benefit Grant that was recently 

announced by Sourcewell. Clerk Bauer stated that there are other grant possibilities such as 

Operation Round-up through Stearns Electric but also Sourcewell will be announcing their new 

round of grants again in July, 2026. They will have grant funds again that require no matching 

funds. Clerk Bauer will check into these funds. 
 

9. New Business 

 

a. Authorize to Seek Proposals (sealed quotes) for Ditch Mowing - The Board then opened the 

quotes received for 2026 Ditch Mowing.  One quote was received.  Quote information had been 

sent to two companies Tuff Excavating and MBC Drainage and a notice was posted on the 

Township’s website and Town Hall bulletin board. The quote was as follows: 

 

Tuff Excavating:  $150.00/Hour 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Bebus, and unanimously 

carried accepting the quote from Tuff Excavating for 2026 Ditch Mowing at a cost of 

$150.00/Hour.  

 

The Board asked Clerk Bauer to update the Ditch Mowing Quote Form to ask for a price per 



hour instead of a per mile rate. Clerk Bauer will make this update on the quote form.  

 

b. Noxious Weed Spraying – Quote information had been sent to three companies including Carr’s 

Tree Service, Carefree Weed & Mosquito and Central Minnesota Applicators and a notice was posted 

on the Township’s website and Town Hall bulletin board. Two quotes were received from 

Central Applicators and Carr’s Tree Service.  The quote was as follows: 

 

• Central Applicators - $89.00/Application Per Hour 

• Carr’s Tree Service - $225.00/Hour 

  

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by Supervisor Berscheid and unanimously 

carried accepting the quote from Central Applicators for 2026 Weed Spraying. 
 

c. Open Sealed Quotes received for Brush Cutting and Consider Awarding Quote - The Board then 

opened the quotes received for 2026 Brush Cutting.  Two quotes were received.  Quote 

information had been sent to three companies including Tuff Excavating, Hoffman Tree Service, 

and MBC Drainage and a notice was posted on the Township’s website and Town Hall bulletin 

board. The quotes were as follows: 

 

• Tuff Excavating: $250.00/hour 

• Hoffman Tree Service:  $150.00/hour 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Bebus, and unanimously 

carried accepting the quote from Hoffman Tree Service.   

 
10. Informational Items 

a. Correspondence Received from Todd County Auditor/Treasurer’s Office – Clerk Bauer 

presented correspondence received from Todd County Auditor/Treasurer’s Office regarding a 

required 4 hour Clerk Training that Clerk Bauer will sign up for. 

 

b. Notice Received From Todd County Planning & Zoning, Board of Adjustments – A Todd 

County Board of Adjustment Meeting will be held on Thursday, May 28th, 2026 at 6:00 PM in 

the Commissioner’s Boardroom, Historic Courthouse, Long Prairie - Michael and Elizabeth 

Taylor, Sections 24, Birchdale Township, Long Lake, 11680 Bluebird Drive, Sauk Centre, MN, 

request to reduce lake setback from 150’ to 89’ for proposed 850 square foot addition in natural 

environment shoreland zoning district. 

 

c. Notice Received from Todd County Planning & Zoning – Conditional Use Permit was granted to 

Ronald and Mary Lou Bussmann/The Towers LLC. 

 

d. Notice received from Todd County Ag Society – there will be a Township Booth at the Todd 

County Fair and the Ag Society is looking for volunteers to staff the booth. Contact:  

secretary@toddcountyfairmn.com if you are interested. 

 

11.  Officers Comments 

 

a. None. 

12. Adjournment 

 

mailto:secretary@toddcountyfairmn.com


a. With no further business, a motion was made by Supervisor Bebus, seconded by Supervisor Ahrens and 

unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 9:14 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

  

_______________________ 

Jackie Bauer 

Birchdale Township Clerk  
 


