BIRCHDALE TOWNSHIP
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
TUESDAY, MAY 27, 2025 - 7:30 P.M.

Call to Order/ Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call

1.

Chair Jim Carstens called to order the regular meeting of the Birchdale Township Board at 7:30 p.m. on
Tuesday, May 27, 2025 at the Birchdale Town Hall. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Present were
Supervisors Jim Carstens, Larry Bebus, Dale Ahrens, Joe Ostendorf, Arnie Berscheid, Treasurer
Marlene VanHavermaet, and Clerk Jackie Bauer. Also in attendance was Erv Herdering, Bill
Berscheit, Tom and Theresa Petermeier and Greg Thooft.

Approval of Agenda

A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Ostendorf and unanimously
carried to approve the agenda.

Approval of Minutes

A motion was made by Supervisor Bebus, seconded by Supervisor Berscheid, and unanimously carried
to approve the April 29, 2025 regular meeting minutes.

Approval of Treasurer’s Report

Treasurer VanHavermaet presented the May Treasurer’s Report. A motion was made by Supervisor
Ahrens, seconded by Supervisor Ostendorf, and unanimously carried to accept the Treasurer’s Report.

Approval of Bills

Next presented was the list of bills for the month of May to be considered for payment. A motion was
made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by Supervisor Berscheid and unanimously carried to approve
payment of the bills in the amount of $20,813.69 (See attached list of bills).

Residents Comments

a. Tom and Theresa Petermeier, residents of Bayview Drive, addressed the Board regarding a variance
request for a new septic system and construction project. As required by Todd County Planning &
Zoning, they presented a form for the township chair's signature indicating township support. After
the Petermeiers explained their plans, a motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded by
Supervisor Berscheid, and unanimously approved to support their variance request.

b. Resident Bill Berscheit addressed the Board. He stated that he wants to put in a barbed wire fence
that will fence in livestock. He asked what the rules were regarding sharing in the cost of fencing
between property owners. Clerk Bauer had contacted Attorney Gilchrist and he stated that as long as
the fence is for livestock, both property owners were required to share in the cost of the fence. This
is the information that was Bill was checking on. He thanked the Board for this information.

Reports/Requests/Presentations

a. None



8. Township Road Report

a. Alcott Drive — Supervisor Ostendorf shared with the Board that MBC has started on the repair work
for Alcott Drive. They are laying tile, cutting tar and installing culverts. Supervisor Ostendorf stated
that the south portion of Alcott Drive appears to need more repair than originally thought. He
recommends that Widseth take a look at the south portion and possibly take core samples of portions
of the asphalt. Supervisor Ostendorf stated that Deja from Todd County Soil & Water contacted him
and stated that there were some schematics missing that were needed for the grant funds. There may
be approximately $25,000.00 in grant funds available to assist with the repair work on Alcott Drive
but Deja needs the additional paperwork. Supervisor Ostendorf will work on getting this information
for Deja but he has also had difficulty getting in touch with Deja and is frustrated with the process.
He asked for any assistance from the rest of the Board. Supervisor Ostendorf reviewed the repair
work that will be done for Alcott Drive. Supervisor Ostendorf stated that MBC has contacted him
and asked if they could go ahead and purchase the aprons needed for the repair work. Supervisor
Bebus stated that grants do not pay retroactively so any purchases made now would not be covered
by the grant funds. Supervisor Carstens asked if the work should move forward and Supervisors
Berscheid and Bebus stated that it should. A motion was made by Supervisor Bebus, seconded by
Supervisor Carstens and unanimously approved to move ahead with the work, with or without the
grant funds from Soil & Water. Supervisor Ostendorf will work with MBC to continue the repairs
but he will also work with Deja on trying to get the paperwork needed for the grant funds.

b. Supervisor Berscheid stated that he was contacted by Bertram Asphalt Company and they provided
him with a quote for spray patching. Spray patching is more of an oily asphalt consisting of
sealcoating with small rocks. Supervisor Carstens stated that his experience is that spray patching is
not as effective. Supervisor Carstens recommended that Supervisor Berscheid reach out to Bertram
Asphalt and ask what other projects they have done and that Supervisor Berscheid also reach out to
County Engineer Loren Fellbaum and ask him what the county’s experience is with spray patching.
Supervisor Berscheid will do this and this topic will be put on the June agenda for discussion.

9. Unfinished Business

a. Pathway Vacation Along Little Birch Lake and Main Street Vacation Located In Ward Springs —
Clerk Bauer stated that all homeowners who live along the Lake Walk and along Main Street in
Ward Springs will be notified of the public hearing to be held on July 10™ at 7:00 PM and 7:30
PM. The notice will also be posted in the Long Prairie Leader and Sauk Herald and posted on the
township website and at the town hall. Attorney Gilchrist will also be attending the public
hearing to assist in advising the Board. The Lake Walk Vacation Hearing will be held at 7:00 PM
and the Main Street Vacation will be held at 7:30 PM.

a. Ditch Projects — Supervisor Ostendorf stated that there is an issue with a ditch repair along
Almond Drive including reshaping and cleaning the ditch area. Supervisor Ostendorf did receive
an estimate for this work including Tuff Excavating for $18,000.00 and from MBC Drainage for
$10,600.00. Supervisor Bebus felt the Board should go with the quote from MBC Drainage. This
work would include creating a path for water to drain from the ditch area. Supervisor Berscheid
made a motion, second from Supervisor Ostendorf and unanimously carried to contract with
MBC Drainage to clean and reshape the ditch area along Almond Drive. Supervisor Ahrens
abstained. Supervisor Ahrens did provide an update on a specific spot along the private section
of Almond Drive where he has been working with Todd County Soil & Water. He met with Deja
Anton from Todd County Soil & Water, who had planned to install a dirt berm and tiling,
requiring approximately 40 yards of material. To reduce costs, Dale contacted Greg Thooft from
Tuff Excavating, who proposed using existing dirt on-site to construct the berm. Supervisor



Ahrens asked Greg to proceed with the work. Greg completed the berm, maintaining at least a
38-foot distance from the road center. This approach allowed for a quicker solution, enabling
Dale to begin planting without delay. Costs are being paid for by Supervisor Ahrens.

There is also another ditch area where drainage is an issue. This is located near Resident Gary
Roering’s property. Supervisor Ostendorf is checking into estimates for this work also.

9. New Business

a. Authorize to Seek Proposals (sealed quotes) for Ditch Mowing - The Board then opened the
quotes received for 2025 Ditch Mowing. Two quotes were received. Quote information had
been sent to two companies Tuff Excavating and MBC Drainage and a notice was posted on the
Township’s website and Town Hall bulletin board. The quotes were as follows:

Tuff Excavating: $35.00/Mile or $140.00/Hour
MBC Drainage: $145.00/Hour

A motion was made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by Supervisor Bebus, and unanimously
carried accepting the quote from Tuff Excavating for 2025 Ditch Mowing at a cost of
$140.00/Hour.

b. Noxious Weed Spraying — Quote information had been sent to three companies including Carr’s
Tree Service, Carefree Weed & Mosquito and Central Minnesota Applicators and a notice was posted
on the Township’s website and Town Hall bulletin board. One quote was received from Central
Applicators. The quote was as follows:

e Central Applicators - $89.00/Application Per Hour

A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Ostendorf and
unanimously carried accepting the quote from Central Applicators for 2025 Weed Spraying.

¢. Open Sealed Quotes received for Brush Cutting and Consider Awarding Quote - The Board then
opened the quotes received for 2025 Brush Cutting. Two quotes were received. Quote
information had been sent to three companies including Tuff Excavating, Hoffman Tree Service,
and MBC Drainage and a notice was posted on the Township’s website and Town Hall bulletin
board. The quotes were as follows:

e Tuff Excavating: $200.00/hour
e Hoffman Tree Service: $150.00/hour

A motion was made by Supervisor Bebus, seconded by Supervisor Ahrens, and unanimously
carried accepting the quote from Hoffman Tree Service.

d. Boost Grant — Sourcewell contacted Clerk Bauer to remind the township that it remains eligible
for a $2,000 no-match grant, available through July 1, 2025. Clerk Bauer asked the Board if they
wished to pursue the grant, but the Board agreed there are no current needs, so no application
will be submitted at this time.

10. Informational Items
a. Annual Township Road Mileage Certification — Clerk Bauer presented a form from Todd County Public
Works requesting the total mileage for roads located within Birchdale Township. Chairman Jim Carstens




is required to sign form. The Board advised Clerk Bauer to add the .75 miles for Aldrin Loop and return
to Todd County Public Works.

b. Correspondence Received From Todd County Assessor’s Office — A notice was received from
Todd County Assessor’s Office sharing the dates of Supervisorps’ Local Board of Appeal and
Equalization Training Expiration Dates. Supervisor Ahrens, Supervisor Berscheid and
Supervisor Bebus’ training expires July 1%, 2025 and Supervisor Ostendorf’s training expires
July 1%, 2027. The notice contains the web link for the training which Clerk Bauer shared with
the Supervisors.

c. Notice Received From Todd County Planning & Zoning, Board of Adjustments - Daniel
Tomsche, DVM, 27246 State 28, Grey Eagle, MN is requesting a CUP to construct a 276’ X
128’ total confinement barn for 350 head of dairy cows greater than 1000 lbs and add a 5.2M
gallon, HDPE lined earthen basin for manure storage. Animal units will increase from 960 AU to
992 AU.

d. Main Street Title & Closings, LLC — Clerk Bauer to present correspondence received for the
following properties:

*Robert and Lindsay Anderson, 10238 County 99, Sauk Centre, MN
*Estate of Suellyn Seawell, 12329 Alcott Drive, Sauk Centre, MN
*Joshua and Melissa Sjogren, 10247 Alcott Drive, Sauk Centre, MN

Clerk Bauer responded that there are no assessments from Birchdale Township.
e. Email from Compass (Arvig) — Clerk Bauer presented email correspondence from Compass,
who is working with Arvig Communications to lay cable between Little Birch and Big Birch

Lake this summer.

11. Officers Comments

a. Erv Herdering, who was in attendance updated the Board regarding graveling work in the
township. He stated that he will now being applying dust control. The Board also asked Mr.
Herdering to grade the minimum maintenance roads in the township.

b. Sueprvisor Ostendorf stated that he had been in contact with County Engineer Loren
Fellbaum and he shared that the county does have 5 or 6 counters that could be put down to
measure traffic on various gravel roads in case the Board would like to use this information
to decide whether dust control needs to be applied every year or every other year based on
traffic numbers. This could be done mid-summer and the Board just needs to choose which
gravel road they would like to do a count on. Supervisor Ahrens also mentioned that he
would contact Loren about applying dust control on County Road 99.

c. Supervisor Berscheid stated that the 30 mph speed limit sign was taken near where the
barricade had been damaged. However, there does not need to be a speed limit sign in this
area so the Board will not replace this sign. However, Supervisor Ahrens stated that he has
some reflective tape and he asked the Board if he should apply these reflective strips to the
barricade and the Board agreed.



12. Adjournment

a. With no further business, a motion was made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by Supervisor Berscheid
and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 9:06 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Jackie Bauer
Birchdale Township Clerk



