BIRCHDALE TOWNSHIP
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
TUESDAY, MAY 28, 2024 - 8:00 P.M.

Call to Order/ Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call

Co-Chair Joe Ostendorf called to order the regular meeting of the Birchdale Township
Board at 8:00 p.m. on Tuesday, May 28, 2024 at the Birchdale Town Hall. The Pledge of
Allegiance was recited. Present were Supervisors Larry Bebus, Dale Ahrens, Joe
Ostendorf, Arnie Berscheid, Treasurer Marlene VanHavermaet, and Clerk Jackie Bauer.
Also in attendance was Erv Herdering and Resident Jeff Mayer. Supervisor Jim Carstens
was absent.

2. Approval of Agenda

A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid seconded by Supervisor Bebus and
unanimously carried to approve the agenda as amended.

3. Approval of Minutes

A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Ahrens, and
unanimously carried to approve the April 30th, 2024 regular meeting minutes.

4. Approval of Treasurer’s Report

Treasurer VanHavermaet presented the May Treasurer’s Report. A motion was made by
Supervisor Bebus, seconded by Supervisor Berscheid, and unanimously carried to accept
the Treasurer’s Report.

5. Approval of Bills

Next presented was the list of bills for the month of May to be considered for payment.
A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Ahrens and
unanimously carried to approve payment of the bills in the amount of $9,570.91 (See
attached list of bills).

6. Residents Comments

a. None

7. Reports/Requests/Presentations

b. None

8. Township Road Report




a.

Ambling Trail Tarring — Supervisor Berscheid stated that a Road Supervisor from
Knife River stated that they planned to tar Ambling Trail on the 4" or 5" of June
depending on the weather. He stated that it will take approximately 2 days to
complete.

Alcott Drive Milling & Overlay — Supervisor Ostendorf stated that he has reached out
to Widsmith in Alexandria regarding the milling and overlay project for Alcott Drive.
He spoke with Tracy and he asked to meet with Supervisor Ostendorf at Alcott so that
he could view the road. He noticed the low spots in the road and where the water
drains along the north end of the road. He provided Supervisor Ostendorf with his
background. He is a former engineer for Grant County. He felt the project would take
3 weeks and he said that the township could do a number of things. First, do nothing,
second, just fix the frost boil, third, do half of the road (south end) and then do the
north end at a different time. The only negative with this is then you pay for set-up
costs twice. He stated that if overlaying was just done, the cracks will come through
again. He will work up a proposal with an estimate and attend the June meeting. He
stated that the engineering costs for Alcott would be approximately $40,000.00. The
cost will include his time on the site and material testing as the project is being
completed. Supervisor Bebus asked if he will be bonded and insured and Supervisor
Ostendorf stated that will be part of the proposal. His proposal will also include
information on bump-outs and work around mailboxes. Tracy stated that a well-
engineered road should last from 20 to 30 years and Alcott Drive has lasted that long.
He stated that his proposal will include a less than 3 %2 “overlay but then %" of
sealcoating. The State of Minnesota has started to do this with their roads and it has
taken over 20 years to wear through the sealcoating.

Culverts Along Alcott Drive — Supervisor Ahrens updated the Board regarding
culverts along Alcott Drive near Resident Nancy Primus’ property. He spoke with
Resident Tabatt who lives across from her property. He is agreeable with replacing
the culvert. He will speak with the neighbor that lives up the road from them to ask if
he will also help to pay for a new culvert as the water originates from his property.
Mr. Tabatt has the equipment to do the work and he should be able to complete this in
August.

Thistles Along Township Road — Supervisor Ahrens stated that there are thistles in
the road right-of-way near Resident Arnzen’s property on 253", the east side of the
minimum maintenance road. Supervisor Ostendorf stated there is also poson ivy and
palmer amaranth along Blue Spruce Road. Supervisors Ahrens and Bebus, our weed
inspectors, will check these areas and make sure they get sprayed.

Almond Drive — Treasurer VanHavermaet shared with the Supervisors that the
culvert by the private access on Almond Drive is smashed. The top needs to be cut off
as the water is pooling on the road. Also, the ditch is blocked up along Resident
Johnson’s on the west side of Alum Trail and there is pooling water here as well.
Supervisor Berscheid and Mr. Herdering will check both of these areas and work to



resolve them.

f. Supervisor Ostendorf stated that the Minimum Maintenance Sign on one of the roads
needs to be repaired and he work to repair or replace this sign.

Mr. Herdering, who was in attendance, stated that overall, the wash-outs have not been too bad
on the township roads, even with all of the rain that we are receiving. He has started dust control
but the weather has prevented him from finishing it. Supervisor Ahrens also brought up 251
Avenue on the south side and stated there is some water pooling i this location. Mr. Herdering
will check this area. He also stated that some graveling needs to be done on 110" Avenue.
Supervisor Ostendorf will contact Central Specialties, who has their gravel pit on this road and
have them lay down some Class 5 gravel.

9. Unfinished Business

10.

a. Town Hall Remodel — Clerk Bauer stated that most of the remodeling has been

a.

completed for the town hall. There is still approximately $9000.00 to spend from
the grant dollars so Clerk Bauer asked the Board what other items they may want
to purchase for the town hall with the remaining funds. The Board shared items
that they would like to still purchase and Clerk Bauer and Treasurer
VanHavermaet will work on purchasing these items. Some of the items include: a
wall clock, a Keurig coffee-maker, a small refrigerator and then a new conference
table for the Board. The grant funds need to be spent by August of this year.

Hiring New Clerk — Clerk Bauer stated that an advertisement was placed for a new clerk
and we received 2 applications. However, after checking with the Todd County Attorney
and with the Minnesota Association of Township Attorneys, she was notified that it
would not be a conflict of interest for either the county or the township if she remained
the Clerk of Birchdale Township. This is because she is serving in an appointed position
rather than elected. Clerk Bauer and the Board were happy to hear this and she will retain
her position as clerk.

Road Sweeping for Angler and Alcott Drive — Supervisor Bebus stated there is no update.
He stated that the City of Melrose will not do outside work for townships and the City of
Sauk Centre has not returned his call. There is no traffic hazard on either of the roads.
Supervisor Bebus will continue to try and contact the City of Sauk Centre as he knows
that Great Eagle Township uses the City of Sauk Centre for road sweeping.

Capital Improvement Plan — Clerk Bauer is going continuing work on the Five Year
Capital Improvement Plan by listing all of the township roads within the plan and what
work they may need over the next 5 years. As part of this project, Clerk Bauer will try to
find out when the tarred roads in the township were first tarred. The Board can then
review this draft as a starting point.

New Business

The Board then opened the quotes received from MBC Drainage for Ditch Mowing for
the 2023 Season. Quote information had been sent to MBC Drainage and Mid MN



11.

Grinding & Mulch from Alexandria nd posted on the Township’s website and bulletin
board. One quote was received from MBC Drainage in the amount of $140.00 per hour.
A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Ahrens and
unanimously carried to award the Ditch Mowing for the 2024 Season to MBC Drainage.

The Board then opened the quotes received for Weed Spraying. Quote information had
been sent to Central Minnesota Applicators, Carr's Tree Service and Carefree Weed &
Mosquito Control and posted on the Township’s website and bulletin board. Quotes were
received from Central Applicators and Carr's Tree Service. Supervisor Ahrens stated that
they have had Central Applicators doing weed spraying in the past and he is very happy
with their work. Initially, Clerk Bauer did not realize there was a quote received from
Central Minnesota Applicators and informed the Board that only one quote was received.
A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Bebus and
unanimously carried to award the Weed Spraying for the 2024 Season to Carr's Tree
Service, however when Clerk Bauer realized her mistake and presented both gquotes. A
motion to rescind the previous vote was made by Supervisor Bebus, seconded by
Supervisor Ahrens and unanimously carried. A motion was then made by Supervisor
Ahrens, Seconded by Supervisor Berscheid and unanimously carried to award the Weed
Spraying for the 2024 Season to Central MN Applicators.

The Board then opened the quotes received for Paint Striping. Quote information had
been sent to Sir Lines-A-Lot, Traffic Marking Services, Preferred Striping, Precision
Roadway and Central MN Sealcoating and posted on the Township’s website and bulletin
board. Quotes were received from Sir Lines-A-Lot. A motion was made by Supervisor
Bebus, seconded by Supervisor Ahrens and unanimously carried to award the Paint
Striping for the 2024 Season to Sir Lines-A-Lot. Supervisor Berscheid asked if all roads,
except for Alcott, should be striped and the Board felt that they all should be done.

The Board then opened the quotes received for Brush Cutting. Quote information had
been sent to Hoffman Tree Service and MBC Drainage and posted on the township’s
website and bulletin board. Supervisor Ostendorf stated that Hoffman has more
equipment now and he chips wood right on site. He felt that Hoffman could do smaller
projects and then the Board could always decide to bring MBC Drainage in for larger
projects. Supervisor Ahrens also likes Hoffman but he wants to make sure they are
available to do the work when we need them to do it in a timely fashion. Supervisor
Ostendorf feels that most larger brush cutting projects are done. A motion was made by
Supervisor Bebus, seconded by Supervisor Berscheid and unanimously carried to award
Hoffman Tree Service the Brush Cutting for 2024 Season.

Informational ltems

The Board then reviewed the following informational items:

a.

Annual Township Road Mileage Certification — Clerk Bauer presented a form from Todd
County Public Works requesting the total mileage for roads located within Birchdale
Township. Co-Chair Joe Ostendorf will sign the form and Clerk Bauer will return it.

Notices Received From Todd County Planning & Zoning — Clerk Bauer presented notices
from Todd County Planning & Zoning regarding a public hearing to be held on Thursday,
May 23" at 6:00 PM in the Commissioner’s Boardroom, Historic Courthouse regarding

Michael & Janice Rothstein, 11680 Bluebird Drive, Sauk Centre, MN 56378 for a request



to reduce the OHWL (ordinary high water level) setback from 150’ to 89’ for proposed
house and garage in NE Shoreland Zoning.

C. Clerk Bauer presented a notice received from the Todd County Planning & Zoning Board
of Adjustments regarding Variance Proceedings Results:

1. Edward Kortuem, 12281 Alcott Drive, Sauk Centre — Request for Variance to reduce
the setback from OHWL from 100’ to 75 for proposed new house with attached garage
in Recreational Development Shoreland and request for variance to increase the height
limit from the required 18’ to 21° 11” for proposed new house with attached garage:
Variance Granted

2. Nancy Primus, 12327 Alcott Drive, Sauk Centre — Request to increase the impervious
surface coverage limit from 15% to 18.6% in RD Shoreland Zoning: Variance Granted

d. Correspondence Received from Todd County Auditor/Treasurer’s Office — Clerk Bauer
presented a form that is requiring a county-wide emergency plan that requests two
official’s contact information and an alternate polling location. Clerk Bauer will list the
Chair and the Clerk and an alternate polling location as the Grey Eagle Church and will
return the document.

Clerk Bauer also presented a Notice of Filing for the 2024 Primary and General Election.
The Primary Election will be held on August 13", 2024 and the General Election will be
held on November 5, 2024. The Clerk will post the Notice of Filing on the Township
bulletin board.

Clerk Bauer also presented correspondence from the Todd County Auditor/Treasurer’s
Office regarding a Notice of Basic Election Judge and Head Election Judge Training
Registration. Training can be done online or i person. Clerk Bauer will contact all
potential election judges to schedule them to complete training.

e. Clerk Bauer presented correspondence received from Kennedy & Graven Attorneys
stating that Troy Gilchrist, the Birchdale Township Attorney, will be leaving Kennedy
and Gravel and starting a new firm called Town Law Attorneys. Kennedy & Graven will
no longer have an attorney specializing in township law so the township would either
need to transfer their files to Town Law Attorneys or find a new firm. Supervisor Ahrens
stated that he has been very happy with Attorney Gilchrist and that he is very
knowledgeable. A motion was made by Supervisor Bebus, seconded by Supervisor
Berscheid and unanimously carried to transfer Birchdale Township to work with Town
Law Attorneys and have files moved from Kennedy and Graven.

11. Officers Comments

a. Supervisor Bebus stated that he has filed for a seat on the Todd County Soil &
Water Board. He has confirmed with Todd County that this is not a conflict of
interest to serve on both the township and the soil and water board. However, his
name will be on the general election on November 5" so he will not be able to
serve as an election judge on that day.

12. Adjournment
a. With no further business, a motion was made by Supervisor Ahrens,



seconded by Supervisor Bebus and unanimously carried to adjourn the
meeting at 9:35 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Jackie Bauer
Birchdale Township Clerk



