
BIRCHDALE TOWNSHIP 

REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 

TUESDAY, MAY 30, 2023 – 8:00 P.M. 

 

AGENDA 

 

1. Call to Order/ Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call - Chair Carstens to call the 

meeting to order. 

 

2. Approval of Agenda - The Board to consider approval of the agenda. 

 

 

3. Approval of Minutes - The Board to consider approval of the following meeting 

minutes (copy of meeting minutes are attached): 

 

a. April 25, 2023 Regular Meeting 

 

4. Approval of Treasurer’s Report - Treasurer VanHavermaet to present and 

review the May Treasurer’s Report.  The Board to consider approval of the report. 

 

5. Approval of Bills - The Board to review and consider approval of payment of the 

bills. A draft list of bills will be forwarded upon completion and a complete list 

will be presented at the meeting. 

 

a. Approval of May List of Bills 

 

6. Residents Comments 

 

a. Eric Peterson – Ambling Trail and Possible Tarring – Resident Eric 

Peterson who lives along Ambling Trail will address the Board regarding 

residents living along Ambling Trail requesting possibly tarring this road. 

They have questions regarding options for paying for this project. 

 

7. Reports/Requests/Presentations 

 

 

8. Township Road Report 

 

a. Alcott Drive – The Board to discuss alternatives to completely removing 

the overlay and re-tarring Alcott Drive. The Board would like to proceed 

with work on Alcott sooner rather than later due to the condition of the 

road, and want to explore less costly options. 

 

b. Angler Drive, Road Sweeping – Supervisor Bebus to present regarding the 

need for road sweeping along Angler Drive. 



c. Addition of Safety Road Sign Along Almond Drive – Supervisor Larry 

Bebus to present a request to install a safety road sign cautioning drivers 

about a blind person living along the road. 

 

d. Tree Trimming – Supervisor Ostendorf to update the Board regarding tree 

trimming work being done in the Township.  

 

e. 110
th

 Street – Clerk Bauer has added this item to this month’s agenda to 

discuss the possibility of creating an agreement with businesses along 

110
th

 Street, including Ken’s Iron, to repair any damage caused by the 

trucks that are hauling along 110
th

 Street. 

 

f. Minimum Maintenance Roads Update – Supervisor Ostendorf to update 

the Board regarding proceeding on a project to repair the minimum 

maintenance roads in the township. 

 

g. 281
st
 Ditch Clearing – Supervisor Berscheid to give an update on the 

cleaning out of the culvert and ditch along 281
st
 Avenue and also the 

resident’s request to lay irrigation pipes through the culvert. 

 

9. Unfinished Business 

 

a. Culvert Policy – The Board to discuss whether the township Culvert 

Policy needs to be updated to address residents laying pipe through 

culverts and also whether plastic culverts should be allowed. 

 

b. Correspondence Received From Todd County Auditor/Treasurer’s Office 

Regarding a Forfeited Parcel Located Within the Township – Clerk Bauer 

received correspondence from the Todd County Auditor/Treasurer’s 

Office regarding Section 14, Township 127, Range 34 (PID #03-0031201, 

previous owner: Thomas Huey). The parcel is forfeited to the State of 

Minnesota for non-payment of property taxes. The value of the property is 

$2900.00. The Todd County Auditor/Treasurer’s Office is requesting that 

Birchdale Township approve the parcel for public auction, purchase the 

parcel or request a conveyance to the township for public use. Paperwork 

is required to be signed by the Township Board and returned to the 

Auditor/Treasurer’s Office by May 31
st
, 2023 or the sale will be deemed 

to be approved. The Board has asked Clerk Bauer to contact the Todd 

County Auditor/Treasurer’s Office to inquire about the possibility of the 

township purchasing this parcel. Clerk Bauer to report back regarding 

information on the township’s options. 

 

10. New Business 
 

a. Town Hall Arvig Internet Upgrade Due To Fiber Cabling – Denny from 

Arvig Communications emailed Clerk Bauer and Supervisor Ostendorf 



informing the township that fiber optic cabling will be laid this summer by 

the township. In order for the township to continue to have internet service 

at the townhall, the township will need to upgrade their service to a higher 

speed under either a 1, 2 or 3 year plan. The minimum upgrade amount 

(100 M) would be $113.95/month for a 1 year contract, $98.95/month for 

a 2 year contract and $88.95/month for a 3 year contract.  Currently, the 

township pays $82.95/month for 25 M. The township could upgrade to a 

faster speed than 100 M but the monthly costs are more. The Board to 

decide which service to upgrade to and for how long of a contract. 

 

b. Result of Sourcewell Grant Application – Clerk Bauer to report on the 

results of Birchdale Township’s grant application for funds to remodel and 

update the town hall making the restroom more accessible and upgrading 

flooring and technology. 

 

c. Open Sealed Quotes received for Ditch Mowing and Consider Awarding 

Quote - At the Board’s April 25, 2023 meeting, action was taken to seek 

sealed quotes for Ditch Mowing for the 2023 Season and the Clerk was 

directed to post the information on the Town Hall bulletin board and 

Township website. She was also directed to send the information to Mid-

Minnesota Excavating, MBC Drainage and Mr. Leland Buchholz.  The 

Board to: 

1. Open the sealed quotes received. 

2. Consider action on awarding the quote.  

3. Direct the Clerk to notify the individual in writing that was 

awarded the work 

 

d. Open Sealed Quotes received for Weed Spraying and Consider Awarding 

Quote - At the Board’s April 25, 2023 meeting, action was taken to seek 

sealed quotes for Weed Spraying for the 2023 Season and the Clerk was 

directed to post the information on the Town Hall bulletin board and 

Township website. She was also directed to send the information to 

Central Minnesota Applicators, Carefree Weed & Mosquito Control and 

Carr’s Tree Service.  The Board to: 

1. Open the sealed quotes received. 

2. Consider action on awarding the quote.  

3. Direct the Clerk to notify the individual in writing that was 

awarded the work. 

 

e. Open Sealed Quotes received for Paint Striping and Consider Awarding 

Quote - At the Board’s April 25, 2023 meeting, action was taken to seek 

sealed quotes for Paint Striping for the 2023 Season and the Clerk was 

directed to post the information on the Town Hall bulletin board and 

Township website. She was also directed to send the information to 

Precision Roadway LLC, Preferred Striping, Central MN Sealcoating, 

Traffic Marking Services and Sir Lines-A-Lot. The Board to: 



1. Open the sealed quotes received. 

2. Consider action on awarding the quote.  

3. Direct the Clerk to notify the individual in writing that was 

awarded the work. 

 

11. Informational Items 

 

a. Special Assessment Information Requests for: 

1. Main Street Title & Closings LLC:  Shawn DeSmith, 213
th

 

Avenue, Sauk Centre, MN 56378 

2. Stearns County Abstract & Title Company: Donald C. 

Roering, Birchdale Township 

3. Susie Ball & Associates – Erin & Timothy Larson, 11383 

North Alcott Drive, Grey Eagle, MN 

Clerk Bauer responded that there were no assessments from Birchdale 

Township. 

 

b. Annual Township Road Mileage Certification – Clerk Bauer to present a 

form from Todd County Public Works requesting the total mileage for 

roads located within Birchdale Township. Chairman Jim Carstens is 

required to sign form. 

 

c. Notices Received From Todd County Planning & Zoning Regarding a 

public hearing to be held on Thursday, June 1
st
, 2023 at 6:00 PM in the 

Commissioner’s Boardroom, Historic Courthouse regarding DeSmith 

Addition Preliminary Plat, 11454 Alcott Drive, Sauk Centre – Request to 

plat one, 2.35-acre, non-riparian lot in Development Shoreland Zoning. 

 

d. Correspondence Received form Todd County Auditor/Treasurer’s Office 

regarding the need to update the election poll pads used by the township 

for an electronic roster. The total cost of the upgrade is $437.50 per unit 

and Birchdale Township uses two units. The unit should last 

approximately 7-8 years and annual maintenance costs of $125.00 per unit 

will remain the same. The Todd County Auditor/Treasurer’s Office is 

requesting that Birchdale Township sign a form approving their support in 

the purchase of the upgraded poll pads and return by June 30
th

, 2023. 

 

e. Correspondence Received From Todd County Broadband Coalition, A. 

John Peters, regarding information stating that representatives will be 

contacting the township soon to attend a board meeting in order to update 

the township board regarding results from a survey, next steps, projected 

costs and what they are requesting from the township. 

 

f. Minnesota Association of Township Official Membership Cards – Clerk 

Bauer handed out annual Minnesota Association of Township Official 

Membership Cards. 



 

12. Officers Comments 

 

 

13. Adjournment  

 

      


