
 

BIRCHDALE TOWNSHIP 

    REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

TUESDAY, MAY 30, 2023 – 8:00 P.M. 

 

Call to Order/ Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call 

 

Chair Jim Carstens called to order the regular meeting of the Birchdale Township Board at 

8:00 p.m. on Tuesday, May 30, 2023 at the Birchdale Town Hall. The Pledge of Allegiance 

was recited. Present were Supervisors Jim Carstens, Larry Bebus, Dale Ahrens, Joe 

Ostendorf, Arnie Berscheid, Treasurer Marlene VanHavermaet, and Clerk Jackie Bauer.  

Also in attendance was Erv Herdering and Residents Eric Peterson and Darwin McGrame. 

 

2. Approval of Agenda 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded by Supervisor Ahrens  and 

unanimously carried to approve the agenda as amended. 

 

3. Approval of Minutes 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Bebus, seconded by Supervisor Berscheid, and 

unanimously carried to approve the April 25th, 2023 regular meeting minutes. 

 

4. Approval of Treasurer’s Report 

 

Treasurer VanHavermaet presented the May Treasurer’s Report. A motion was made by 

Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Ahrens, and unanimously carried to accept 

the Treasurer’s Report. The May Settlement Payment Summary was received in the 

amount of $114,113.64. 

 

5. Approval of Bills 

 

Next presented was the list of bills for the month of May to be considered for payment.  A 

motion was made by Supervisor Bebus, seconded by Supervisor Berscheid and 

unanimously carried to approve payment of the bills in the amount of $8,531.10 (See 

attached list of bills).  

 

6. Residents Comments 

 

a. Eric Peterson, a resident who was in attendance, addressed the Board. He lives along 

Ambling Trail and he and the other 14 residents who have property along Ambling 

Trail are requesting to tar the gravel road. The residents are seeking approval from the 

township with proceeding with this work and will pay for the project but  are 

requesting assistance in how to proceed with setting this up as an assessment or what 

options they have in paying for the project. The project is estimated to cost 

approximately $65000.00. They are requesting estimates from more than one 



contractor. Supervisor Ostendorf asked if the land owner’s parcels are all 

approximately the same frontage footage and Resident Peterson stated that yes, they 

are. Supervisor Ahrens asked whether an engineer would need to come out and review 

the road and the Board would like County Engineer to review the road prior to 

beginning the project. The residents would like to do the tarring sometime this fall. 

Supervisor Bebus asked if there were any water issues with the road but Resident 

Peterson stated that once the road is tarred, there won’t be any water issues.  

 

Clerk Bauer has reached out to the Minnesota Association of Township attorney for 

guidance on this process. Attorney Fenske’s recommendation is for the township to 

work with their township attorney and have him set up a Subordinate Service District. 

This is a special taxing district petitioned for by the landowners to pay for a special 

service. Birchdale Township will be able to collect any costs related to providing the 

special improvement either directly or on their taxes. The SSD stays in place while the 

project is being completed and afterwards in case there are any new expenses that come 

up for maintenance or that were unexpected. Attorney Fenske also recommended that 

the township work with their attorney to raise funding through certificates of 

indebtedness or a bond to pay for the project if they are not able to pay for the project 

with their current available funds. The costs are usually recovered over a period of 10 

years through assessing the land owners on their taxes. A township will work with a 

bank for the certificates of indebtedness or bond. 

 

After discussion, a motion was made by Supervisor Bebus, seconded by Supervisor 

Ahrens, with Supervisor Berscheid abstaining, to approve having County Engineer 

Loren Fellbaum review the road and then to proceed with working with the Township 

Attorney to set up a Subordinate Service District. 

 

Resident Peterson stated that they will get another quote for the project and provide this 

for the township. Clerk Bauer will contact Township Attorney Troy Gilchrist to ask 

him to begin work on this process. 

 

7. Reports/Requests/Presentations 

 

a. None 

 

8.  Township Road Report 
 

a. Alcott Drive – The Board discussed options regarding the re-tarring of Alcott Drive 

which is a 23 year old road. Supervisors Bebus and Berscheid met with County 

Engineer Loren Fellbaum to review the road. Engineer Fellbaum believes that the 

entire road would not need to be ground down but instead bad spots along the road 

could be ground down and new overlay repaired in those specific areas. Engineer 

Fellbaum felt this would probably cost approximately $500,000.00. Supervisors Bebus 

and Berscheid contacted Astech Engineering to see if they would be able to provide a 

more specific estimate but they declined to do so because they feel that they would 

have to start repairing the road to really know how much damage and repair work needs 



to be done. Supervisor Ostendorf feels that the township should repair the bad areas and 

show residents who live along the road that we are trying to make progress in repairing 

the road. Mr. Herdering stated that it might work to check the road and use white paint 

to mark areas that need to be repaired. Then 2 or 3 companies could be contacted in 

order to provide an estimate. Engineer Fellbaum felt that it might help to put rocks in 

the holes of the damaged areas and then add fabric and cover. The rocks would help 

with drainage. 

 

The Board, through concensus, agreed to proceed with Supervisors Bebus and 

Berscheid to review the road and using white paint, mark the problem spots and then 

contact contractors to come out and provide an estimate of total cost to repair and re-tar 

Alcott Drive. 

 

b. Angler Drive Road Sweeping – Supervisor Bebus presented that road sweeping needs 

to be done along Angler Drive. There is sand by the curbs and gutters and drainage is 

poor. Mr. Herdering, who was in attendance that stated that The City of Melrose or the 

City of Sauk Centre has a street sweeper. Supervisor Bebus will contact the City of 

Melrose to arrange for the City of Melrose to sweep along Angler Drive. 

 

c. Addition of Safety Road Sign Along Almond Drive – Supervisor Bebus stated that he 

would like to request the possibility of erecting a safety sign along Almond Drive 

stating that there is a blind person in the vicinity and to slow down. The resident who 

lives in the area had mentioned requesting a sign like this, to an office in the county. 

Supervisor Ahrens will check with Planning & Zoning to see if they have signs like 

this. 

 

d. Tree Trimming – Supervisor Ostendorf updated the Board regarding the tree trimming 

work being done in the township. Trimming has fallen behind because Bart from MBC 

Drainage has started working on the minimum maintenance road in the township. 

Birchdale Township received a grant from the Minnesota Department of Natural 

Resources in the amount of $25,000.00 to be paid toward gravel. The DNR contacted 

Supervisor Ostendorf and stated that the gravel would be delivered shortly so the 

trimming work had to be completed prior to the gravel being delivered. Supervisor 

Bebus asked whether we should contact a second contractor to work on trimming as we 

have had some issues with having the trimming done on a timely basis. Supervisor 

Ostendorf stated that he was going to reach out and contact MBC Drainage and speak 

with the office in order to express concerns that the work needs to progress on a more 

timely basis. The minimum maintenance road work does need to be completed first and 

then hopefully trimming can continue again by the beginning of July.  

 

e. 110
th

 Street – There is a gravel pit located on this road and heavy trucks from Ilgen 

Trucking, Thull and Central Specialties all use this road to haul gravel. This causes a lot 

of wear and tear on the road and the Board feels there should be some responsibility of 

these business in the shared cost of repairing the road. Supervisor Carstens stated that 

when the county grants a conditional use permit for a gravel pit, he thought that this 

permit might state that the business must agree to pay for repairs for damage to the road 



caused by the heavy truck traffic. Supervisor Ostendorf is going to contact the county 

to check on this. 

 

f. Minimum Maintenance Roads Update – Supervisor Ostendorf updated the road 

regarding the 3 minimum maintenance roads. One of the roads is missing a minimum 

maintenance sign and Supervisor Ahrens will replace this sign. Supervisor Ostendorf 

stated that a wetland permit was approved so clean-up and trimming work can be 

started on the two minimum maintenance roads that lead to DNR state land. A grant in 

the amount of $25000.00 from the DNR was given to Birchdale Township for repair of 

the two minimum maintenance roads, so this is the maximum amount that Bart from 

MBC Drainage can spend. A parking area was created for one of the roads and gravel 

that the DNR paid for is being delivered for the lot and toward repair work on the road.  

 

g. 281
st
 Ditch Clearing – Supervisor Berscheid stated that the resident Joe Pansch who 

was going to lay irrigation piping through the culverts along 281
st
 Avenue, has decided 

to wait until next year to proceed with this work.  

 

9.  Unfinished Business 

 

a. Culvert Policy – The Board has been reviewing the township Culvert Policy over 

the last few months and deciding whether it needs to include something regarding 

laying irrigation pipes in the township road right-of-way and whether plastic 

culverts should be allowed. The Board has decided to keep the Culvert Policy in 

place without any changes, at this time. 

 
a. Correspondence Received From Todd County Auditor/Treasurer’s Office Regarding a 

Forfeited Parcel Located Within the Township – Clerk Bauer received correspondence 

from the Todd County Auditor/Treasurer’s Office regarding Section 14, Township 127, 

Range 34 (PID #03-0031201, previous owner: Thomas Huey). The parcel is forfeited to the 

State of Minnesota for non-payment of property taxes. The value of the property is 

$2900.00. The Todd County Auditor/Treasurer’s Office is requesting that Birchdale 

Township approve the parcel for public auction, purchase the parcel or request a 

conveyance to the township for public use. Paperwork is required to be signed by the 

Township Board and returned to the Auditor/Treasurer’s Office by May 31
st
, 2023 or the 

sale will be deemed to be approved. Supervisor Carstens reviewed the strip of land and he 

stated that it would be best for the Township to just let the land go to the county. Clerk 

Bauer will notify the county of this. 

 

9. New Business 

 

a. Denny from Arvig Communications emailed Clerk Bauer and Supervisor Ostendorf 

informing the township that fiber optic cabling will be laid this summer by the town 

hall. In order for the town hall to continue to have internet service, the township will 

need to upgrade their service to a higher speed under a 1, 2 or 3 year plan. The 

minimum upgrade amount (100 M) would be $113.95/month for a one year contract, 

$98.95/month for two years and $88.95/month for a three year contract. Currently, the 



township pays $82.95/month for 25 M. The Board determined that they would like to 

sign up for the three year plan for $88.95/month. Clerk Bauer will notify Arvig 

Communications of this service upgrade. 

  

b. Result of Sourcewell Grant Application – Clerk Bauer reported that Birchdale Township 

was awarded a grant through Sourcewell in the amount of $28,354.12 to be used toward 

remodeling the town hall including replacing the carpet.  

 

c. The Board then opened the quotes received from Leland Bucholz for Ditch Mowing for the 

2023 Season. Quote information had been sent to Leland Bucholz and MBC Drainage and 

posted on the Township’s website and bulletin board. Mr. Bucholz’s quote was $105.00 

per hour plus fuel charge. A motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded by 

Supervisor Ahrens and unanimously carried to award the Ditch Mowing for the 2023 

Season to Mr. Leland Bucholz.  

 

d. The Board then opened the quotes received for Weed Spraying. Quote information had 

been sent to Central Minnesota Applicators, Carefree Weed & Mosquito Control and 

Carr’s Tree Servicee and posted on the Township’s website and bulletin board. Quotes 

were received from Central Applicators and Carefree Weed & Mosquito Control. 

Supervisor Ahrens stated that they have had Central Applicators doing weed spraying in 

the past and he is very happy with their work. A motion was made by Supervisor 

Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Ahrens and unanimously carried to award the Weed 

Spraying for the 2023 Season to Central Applicators.  

e. The Board then opened the quotes received for Paint Striping. Quote information had been 

sent to Sir Lines-A-Lot, Traffic Marking Services, Preferred Striping, Precision Roadway 

and Central MN Sealcoating and posted on the Township’s website and bulletin board. 

Quotes were received from Sir Lines-A-Lot.  A motion was made by Supervisor 

Ostendorf, seconded by Supervisor Berscheid and unanimously carried to award the Paint 

Striping for the 2023 Season to Sir Lines-A-Lot. 

 

10. Informational Items 

The Board then reviewed the following informational items: 

 

a. Special Assessment Information Requests for: 

1. Main Street Title & Closings LLC:  Shawn DeSmith, 213
th
 Avenue, Sauk 

Centre, MN 56378 

2. Stearns County Abstract & Title Company: Donald C. Roering, Birchdale 

Township 

3. Susie Ball & Associates – Erin & Timothy Larson, 11383 North Alcott 

Drive, Grey Eagle, MN 

Clerk Bauer responded that there were no assessments from Birchdale Township. 

b. Annual Township Road Mileage Certification – Clerk Bauer presented a form from Todd 

County Public Works requesting the total mileage for roads located within Birchdale 

Township. Chairman Jim Carstens is required to sign form and Clerk Bauer will return to 

the County Public Works office. 

 



c. A Notice was Received From Todd County Planning & Zoning Regarding a public hearing 

to be held on Thursday, June 1
st
, 2023 at 6:00 PM in the Commissioner’s Boardroom, 

Historic Courthouse regarding DeSmith Addition Preliminary Plat, 11454 Alcott Drive, 

Sauk Centre – Request to plat one, 2.35-acre, non-riparian lot in Development Shoreland 

Zoning. 

 

d. Correspondence was received form Todd County Auditor/Treasurer’s Office regarding the 

need to update the election poll pads used by the township for an electronic roster. The total 

cost of the upgrade is $437.50 per unit and Birchdale Township uses two units. The unit 

should last approximately 7-8 years and annual maintenance costs of $125.00 per unit will 

remain the same. The Todd County Auditor/Treasurer’s Office is requesting that Birchdale 

Township sign a form approving their support in the purchase of the upgraded poll pads 

and return by June 30
th
, 2023. Chairman Carstens signed the form and Clerk Bauer will 

return. 

 

e. Correspondence Received From Todd County Broadband Coalition, A. John Peters, 

regarding information stating that representatives will be contacting the township soon to 

attend a board meeting in order to update the township board regarding results from a 

survey, next steps, projected costs and what they are requesting from the township. The 

Board requested Clerk Bauer to contact Mr. A. Peters and invite him to one of the next few 

meetings to present. 

 

f. Minnesota Association of Township Official Membership Cards – Clerk Bauer handed out 

annual Minnesota Association of Township Official Membership Cards. 

 

g. Little Free Library – Mary Rasmussen, who lives along Alcott Drive, has constructed a 

“Little Free Library” in her front yard. Clerk Bauer will put an announcement on the 

township website to inform residents of this. 

 

11.  Officers Comments 

 

a. Supervisor Berscheid stated that he spoke with a resident who is a member of 

the Sauk Lake Association and he asked him to check with the Association to 

find out what they would like to do with the two storm sirens, as they are owned 

by the Sauk Lake Association and should be removed now that they are not 

operating. 

b. Contractor Erv Herdering stated that he has begun dust control in the township. 

He stated that there is a repair that needs to be made along Cedar Lake Road and 

Blue Spruce. This is a shared road with Round Prairie. Contractor Herdering 

will put down fabric and gravel to make the repair. He will also work on the 

corners along Alcott and Almond Drive and do some shaping of these. 

12. Adjournment 

 

With no further business, a motion was made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by 

Supervisor Ostendorf and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 9:50 p.m. 



 

Respectfully Submitted, 

  

_______________________ 

Jackie Bauer 

Birchdale Township Clerk  
 


