
BIRCHDALE TOWNSHIP 

    REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

TUESDAY, June 25, 2024 – 8:00 P.M. 

 

 

1. Call to Order/ Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call 

 

Chair Jim Carstens called to order the regular meeting of the Birchdale Township 

Board at 8:00 p.m. on Tuesday, June 25, 2024 at the Birchdale Town Hall. The 

Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Present were Supervisors Jim Carstens, Larry 

Bebus, Dale Ahrens, Joe Ostendorf, Arnie Berscheid, Treasurer Marlene 

VanHavermaet, and Clerk Jackie Bauer. Also in attendance was Contractor Erv 

Herdering and Resident Jeff Mayor. 

 

2. Approval of Agenda 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Ahrens, 

and unanimously carried to approve the agenda as amended. 

 

3. Approval of Minutes 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Bebus, seconded by Supervisor Ostendorf, and 

unanimously carried to approve the May 2024 Regular Meeting minutes. 

 

4. Approval of Treasurer’s Report 

 

Treasurer VanHavermaet presented the June Treasurer’s Report.  A motion was 

made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by Supervisor Ostendorf, and unanimously 

carried to accept the June Treasurer’s Report.   

 

A settlement in the amount of $165,092.31 was received from the Todd County 

Auditor Treasurer’s Office. 

 

5. Approval of Bills 

 

Next presented was the list of bills for the month of June to be considered for 

payment.  A motion was made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by Supervisor 

Bebus and unanimously carried to approve payment of the bills in the amount of 

$141,472.31. (See attached list of bills).   

 

6. Residents Comments 

 

Residents Arnold and Kris Gruenes presented on their feedlot, Timber Hill 

Growers North. They are applying for a conditional use permit through Todd 

County Planning & Zoning to add additional animal units to their existing feedlot. 

They are requesting to increase their animal units from 999 to 2190 so that they 



can utilize a current feed pad for a manure stacking slab instead. This permitting 

will reflect a higher stocking density per MPCA guidelines but they are not 

planning on expanding their animal units at this time. Supervisor Ahrens stated 

that the Gruenes’ have made many good improvements to the dairy and this CUP 

will allow them to make further improvements to their dairy. If they ever would 

decide to expand their animal units from 999, they would need to re-apply to 

Todd County Planning & Zoning for additional permitting and would again be 

required to notify the township. 

 

All supervisors were in agreement with supporting the CUP application for 

Arnold and Kris Gruenes. Chair Carstens signed the application indicating that 

Birchdale Township is in support of this CUP Application. 

 

7. Reports/Requests/Presentations 

 

a. None 

 

8.  Township Road Report 

 

a. Alcott Drive Milling, Overlay and Sealcoating Project – Supervisor 

Ostendorf presented information from Widseth Engineering from 

Alexandria, MN. He stated that the Widseth is projecting that the project 

could cost up to 1.2 million dollars. The engineer, Tracy, is developing 

specifications and the bid process for Alcott Drive. He will attend the July 

Board Meeting to further present the project. Widseth handles all of the 

engineering, developing specifications, bid and contractor insurance 

process. Clerk Bauer asked whether they would also handle the bonding 

process. Supervisor Ostendorf will ask whether this is part of their 

services. Another question was whether Widseth will determine bump-

outs for mailboxes along the road or whether mailboxes should be 

grouped. Supervisor Ostendorf will also ask them about this concern.  

 

b. Ambling Trail – Supervisor Berscheid stated that tarring is completed for 

Ambling Trail. He stated that residents are happy with the work. Erv 

Herdering will do the shouldering work but he is waiting until there is a 

period of dry weather. Approximate cost of the project was $64,000.00. 

Clerk Bauer is working with Attorney Troy Gilchrist to create a resolution 

that determines the exact total cost of the project for the residents and the 

specific amount for each resident. Residents will have the option to pay 

the total cost up front or to have the cost assessed on their property taxes. 

Clerk Bauer questioned the Board regarding specific interest rate and term 

for the assessment. The Board determined they would like a 6% interest 

rate and 10-year repayment term set up for the resolution. Clerk Bauer will 

notify Attorney Gilchrist of this so that he can draft the document for the 

July Board meeting. 

 



9. Unfinished Business 

 

a. Town Hall Remodel – Clerk Bauer stated that most of the work is now 

complete for updates to the town hall. These expenses were paid for by a 

Sourcewell Grant and the grant is coming to a close as of July 31, 2024. 

The only additional items that are still needed to be purchased would be a 

table, clock, coffee-pot and bookshelf. Supervisor Ahrens would also like 

to have additional road barricades and there are funds to cover these. 

Supervisor Ahrens will construct barricades and once completed, will 

submit the invoices to Clerk Bauer for the grant. 

 

10. New Business 

 

a. A Request By Res Pyro for Fireworks Display – Clerk Bauer received an 

emailed permit request from Res Pyro, a company from Belle Plaine, MN 

for approval to put on a fireworks display in a field north of Ambling Trail 

(27840 Ambling Trail) on July 4th, 2024. Clerk Bauer referred the 

representative from the Company to the Todd County Auditor/Treasurer 

as they issue the permitting for fireworks displays. 

 

b. Weed Control – Supervisor Ahrens and Bebus have found a number of 

locations in the township where there are thistles. Poison ivy is also 

another problem area that they are keeping a close watch on. 245th Avenue 

has an area of thistles and Treasurer VanHavermaet stated that there are 

thistles along the minimum maintenance road. Supervisor Ahrens stated 

that Central Specialties will do the spraying when there are leaves on the 

weeds as this is the best time to eradicate the plants. 

 

c. Ditch Mowing – The ditches have been mowed by MBC Drainage and 

Supervisor Ostendorf said they look good. Supervisor Ahrens does know 

of a company near Staples that has a boom-cutter and does the ditch 

mowing for the Little Sauk area. He provided the contact information to 

Supervisor Ostendorf and he will reach out to get an estimate on what they 

charge for ditch mowing. 

 

d. Arvig Communications and Broadband Grant – Supervisor Ostendorf met 

with Mark from Arvig Communications. He stated that although Birchdale 

Township applied for a broadband grant, without a partner provider, 

chances are that the township won’t receive the grant. Mark from Arvig 

stated that they are not able to install broadband in Birchdale Township at 

this time due to a regulatory hold. At this time, LTD Broadband states that 

they have the ability to install broadband in the township but won’t 

provide service as it is not cost effective for them. So, nothing will happen 

as far as broadband in Birchdale Township until at least the end of 2025. 

Supervisor Ostendorf and Mark from Arvig will again meet this fall for an 

update. The current cost to install broadband is approximately $10,000.00 



to $20,000.00 per home so for it to be feasible for a provider to install, 

they need to have multiple homes in one area. Mark was glad that 

Birchdale Township had applied for the grant as Arvig is now aware that 

the township is very interested in having broadband. 

 

e. Striping – Supervisor Berscheid asked whether the Board would like 

striping to be done on Alcott Drive this year. The Board decided that 

striping would not be done on Alcott as Alcott will be milled and tarred 

hopefully next Spring of 2025. Striping would be done at that time.  

 

11. Informational Items 

 

The Board then reviewed the following informational items: 

 

a. Correspondence Received from Minnesota State Demographic Center – 

Clerk Bauer has received correspondence from the Minnesota State 

Demographic Center stating that for Birchdale Township, the April 1, 

2023 population estimate is 994 and the April 1st, 2022 household estimate 

is 402. Last year, the population estimate was 960 and the household 

estimate was 388. Clerk Bauer stated that Birchdale Township is now the 

largest township in Todd County. 

b. MATIT Consolidation Coverage Certification Dated July 1, 2024 through 

June 30, 2025 – Clerk Bauer received this certificate and it will be filed 

and kept in the town hall. 

 

11..Officers Comments 

 

a. Mr. Herdering, who was in attendance at the meeting, stated that the curve 

along Angler Drive needs gravel applied. He also asked whether Central 

Specialties was going to apply gravel on 110th Street. Mr. Herdering 

would like to apply dust control but wants to wait until any additional 

gravel is put down. Supervisor Ostendorf will contact Central Specialties 

and ask them to apply gravel.  

 

12.Adjournment 

 

With no further business, a motion was made by Supervisor Bebus, seconded by 

Supervisor Ostendorf and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 9:24 

p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

  

_______________________ 

Jackie Bauer 

Birchdale Township Clerk  


