
BIRCHDALE TOWNSHIP 

    REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

TUESDAY, June 27, 2023 – 8:00 P.M. 

 

 

1. Call to Order/ Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call 

 

Chair Jim Carstens called to order the regular meeting of the Birchdale Township 

Board at 8:00 p.m. on Tuesday, June 28, 2022 at the Birchdale Town Hall. The 

Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Present were Supervisors Jim Carstens, Larry 

Bebus, Dale Ahrens, Joe Ostendorf, Arnie Berscheid, Treasurer Marlene 

VanHavermaet, and Clerk Jackie Bauer. Also in attendance was John Peters 

representing the Todd County Broadband Coalition, Resident Eric Peterson and 

Contractor Erv Herdering. 

 

2. Approval of Agenda 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Ahrens, 

and unanimously carried to approve the agenda.  

 

3. Approval of Minutes 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Bebus, seconded by Supervisor Berscheid, and 

unanimously carried to approve the May 30, 2023 Regular Meeting minutes. 

 

4. Approval of Treasurer’s Report 

 

Treasurer VanHavermaet presented the June Treasurer’s Report.  A motion was 

made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Bebus, and unanimously 

carried to accept the June Treasurer’s Report.   

 

An 12 month investment in the amount of $106,601.14 which is currently held at 

First State Bank in Sauk Centre is coming due for renewal on July 7
th

, 2023.  The 

current interest rate on the investment is 1.25%.  Treasurer VanHavermaet asked 

the Board whether she should renew the investment for 12 more months. 

Treasurer VanHavermaet’s recommendation is that the Board hold off on 

renewing the CD so that the funds would accessible in case they are needed. 

Currently the checking account balance for the township is sitting at about 

$174,374.01, however this evening’s claims total over $81,000.00 and the 

township may have some upcoming road projects prior to year’s end and before 

additional funds come in. Supervisor Ostendorf asked whether the funds could be 

placed back as an investment at any time and Treasurer VanHavermaet confirmed 

that yes, the funds could be placed back into an investment fund at any time. The 

Board agreed with Treasurer VanHavermaet’s recommendation and so a motion 

was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded by Supervisor Berscheid and 

unanimously carried to not renew the 12 month investment held at the First State 



Bank in Sauk Centre and instead to deposit the funds into the township checking 

account.   

 

5. Approval of Bills 

 

Next presented was the list of bills for the month of June to be considered for 

payment.  A motion was made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by Supervisor 

Ostendorf, and unanimously carried to approve payment of the bills in the amount 

of $81,034.59. (See attached list of bills).   

 

6. Residents Comments 

 

Mr. John Peters representing the Todd County Broadband Coalition 

presented a powerpoint to the Board summarizing the coalition’s progress 

in bringing broadband to Todd County. He stated that the coalition did 

survey households regarding whther they currently have access to 

broadband but Todd County is going to do their own paper survey that 

will be sent out. Mr. Peters stated there are 3 vendors in the area who 

install fiber optic cable: Arvig, Hughes Net or Comcast. Currently as these 

vendors receive grant funds, they install cable wherever there is the 

greatest need.  

 

Next steps are that the county would like to have at least 2000 residents 

respond back to the survey. The coalition would like a feasibility study to 

be done and paid for by Todd County and then they are hoping that 

providers will go half and half with grant funds they receive so that they 

are putting funds into installing broadband. The coalition is looking for 

support from government entities in Todd County and is keeping everyone 

informed. The coalition is looking at a timeframe of 2 to 4 years. 

Supervisor Ostendorf asked about the various grants that can be applied 

for and whether Todd County has applied for grants. Mr. Peters stated that 

yes they have. Providers have an unwritten rule to not lay cable in each 

other’s area and are trying to work together. But it is still expensive to 

bring cable to the outlying rural areas. Supervisor Carstens asked Mr. 

Peters if the providers are willing to go to the rural areas and he stated that 

some are and some are not. Mr. Peters is not asking for any action from 

the Board this evening but in the future may ask for a small amount of 

funds to help in this project. Supervisor Carstens asked if Birchdale 

Township applied for a grant for broadband cabling, would the funds stay 

in the township. Mr. Peters will check into this and talk to Chris Pelzer 

with Todd County. The Board thanked Mr. Peters for his presentation and 

update. He will stay in touch with the Board. 

 

7. Reports/Requests/Presentations 

 

a. None 



 

8.  Township Road Report 
 

a. Tree Trimming Ditch Work Update – Supervisor Ostendorf stated that 

MBC Drainage went out and worked on the minimum maintenance road 

up to a total cost of $25,000.00. After this work was completed, the 

Department of Natural Resources brought gravel in and completed the 

work for the grant funds that they gave Birchdale Township up to 

$25,000.00. Supervisor Ostendorf worked hard to coordinate the 

contractors completing the work on the road. The road is finished and 

looks really good. 

 

Supervisor Ostendorf stated that once this work was complete, Bart from 

MBC Drainage informed Supervisor Ostendorf that they cannot do any 

more work on Birchdale Township roads this year. They are too busy. 

They left untrimmed trees near Alcott Drive and at least one road does still 

have rocks and trees in the road right-of-way. The rest of the roads near 

Ward Springs, still need trimming work completed. Supervisor Ostendorf 

recommended that the Board contact another vendor to finish the tree 

trimming. Before doing that, Supervisor Ostendorf will contact MBC 

Drainage again to determine if they are still planning on not completing 

the tree trimming work in the township. 

 

b. Conditional Use Permits for Gravel Pits – Supervisor Ostendorf has not 

had time to check on this with Todd County and asked for this item to be 

placed on next month’s agenda. 

 

c. Minimum Maintenance Road Update – Supervisor Ostendorf stated that 

the road looks really good. Both MBC Drainage and the DNR did a great 

job. The road is still spongy so the DNR would like people to stay off the 

road until fall if possible. Supervisor Ostendorf will put up the road 

barricade. The DNR did create a parking area with some of the gravel. The 

road should be bladed once or twice per year and the DNR has agreed to 

have this done if the Township agrees to brush, trim and perform weed 

spraying along the ditches. The DNR is going to apply for grant funds 

again this coming year to work on the second minimum maintenance road 

and would like to work with Birchdale Township again to match the grant 

funds. Supervisor Ahrens also viewed the road and stated that it looks 

really good. He also thanked Supervisor Ostendorf for his work on this 

project. 

 

d. Dust Control, Paint Striping and Other Road Maintenance Work Updates 

– Mr. Herdering, who was in attendance stated that he is almost done with 

dust control in the township. He is also almost complete with graveling. 

He stated it has been a challenge with the spotty rain that we have been 

receiving. Supervisor Ostendorf stated that the road near Ken’s Iron might 



need to be bladed again. Supervisor Ahrens stated that there are soft spots 

along 251
st
 Avenue and he has received some complaints from residents. 

Supervisor Ostendorf stated that Cedar Lake Road also has some soft 

areas. Mr. Herdering will take a look at both of these roads and repair any 

areas.  

 

e. Angler Drive Sweeping – Supervisor Bebus stated that Precision Roadway 

Services tried to use a skidloader to sweep up the sand along Angler Drive 

and ended up pulling up some of the crack filling. The Todd County 

Sheriff called Supervisor Bebus to state that there was so much sand on 

the road that it was causing a road hazard so the work that was done by 

Precision was not good. Supervisor Bebus had tried to have the City of 

Melrose come out with their street sweeper to clean up the sand but they 

would not because Angler Drive falls within Todd County and not Stearns. 

 

9. Unfinished Business 
 

a. Alcott Drive Tarring Update – Todd County Engineer Loren Fellbaum 

came out and reviewed Alcott Drive. He then met with Clerk Bauer, 

Supervisor Ostendorf and Sueprvisor Berscheid regarding possibly 

applying for an LRIP Grant with the state of Minnesota for this project. 

County Engineer Fellbaum does not believe that the township would be 

successful in getting this grant as there is too much competition with roads 

that impact a much higher population than Alcott Drive. After reviewing 

Alcott, County Engineer Fellbaum believes that there are two main repair 

spots that need to have more in-depth tar removal and repair but that the 

road could then be micro-sealed with a layer of tar and this would 

maintain Alcott Drive for a few more years. Knife River has provided a 

quote in the amount of $76,900.00 for an overlay of 3”. Riley 

Construction has provided a quote for completing this work also and 

County Engineer Fellbaum reviewed the quote and believes that it is 

reasonable. The quote is in the amount of $67,596.00 for a 3 ½” overlay. 

Once the tarring and repair work is complete, Mr. Herdering can do the 

shouldering work along the road. A motion was made by Supervisor 

Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Ostendorf and unanimously carried to 

approve the quote by Riley Construction in the amount of $67,596.00 for 

repaving a portion of Alcott Drive, northeast of Sauk Centre 

approximately 5 miles. 

 

b. Safety Sign along Almond Drive – A resident has requested that a road 

sign be installed along Almond Drive in Ward Springs, stating to proceed 

with caution due to a resident with a visual impairment is in the area. 

Supervisor Berscheid had asked County Engineer Fellbaum if he knew 

whether the township should install a sign like this and Mr. Fellbaum 

cautioned the township due to liability concerns. The Board asked Clerk 

Bauer to check with the Township Attorney Troy Gilchrist regarding this 



concern and report back at the next meeting. 

 

c. Ambling Trail Tarring – Clerk Bauer stated that she contacted Township 

Attorney Troy Gilchrist for assistance in setting up the process for billing 

residents along Ambling Trail to pay for the cost of tarring Ambling Trail 

as they are requesting. Attorney Gilchrist has created two documents for 

this evening’s meeting. First, the Board needs to pass Birchdale Township 

Resolution #2023-08, Resolution Regarding the Administration and 

Processing of Subordinate Service District Petitions. The second 

document is a Petition Requesting the Creation of a Subordinate Service 

District Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Chapter 365A. This document 

needs to be signed by at least 50% of the owners of property along 

Ambling Trail and will set up a Subordinate Service District with the 

purpose of performing all work required to improve and place bituminous 

pavement on Ambling Trail and perform such major and additional repairs 

on the road in the future as the town board determines as necessary 

including but not limited to: seal coating, overlays, repairs necessitated by 

frost boils and any repairs that exceed the annual maintenance budget 

developed for the road. This petition also covers the cost of legal services 

and any township costs to create the Subordinate Service District. 

Expenses from the items above can be levied through resident property 

taxes or paid directly to the township by property owners within the 

proposed subordinate service district. Resident Eric Peterson will meet 

with property owners along Ambling Trail to get the required number of 

signatures and hopefully bring the document back to the July Board 

Meeting so that this project can proceed. A motion was made by 

Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded by Supervisor Ahrens with Supervisor 

Berscheid Abstaining and unanimously carried to approve Resolution 

#2023-08, Resolution Regarding the Administration and Processing of 

Subordinate Service District Petitions. 

 

10. New Business 
 

a. A Request By Res Pyro for Fireworks Display – Clerk Bauer received an 

emailed permit request from Res Pyro, a company from Belle Plaine, MN 

for approval to put on a fireworks display in a field north of Ambling Trail 

(27840 Ambling Trail) on July 4
th

, 2023. Clerk Bauer referred the 

representative from the Company to the Todd County Auditor/Treasurer 

as they issue the permitting for fireworks displays. 

 

b. Clerk Bauer received a call from Chris Bechtold from Arvig 

Communications. He stated that Arvig would like to lay additional fiber-

optic cable near Ambling Trail and Ambassador Drive and he wanted to 

make the township aware of this additional work. Clerk Bauer stated that 

she would inform the Board. 

 



11. Informational Items 

 

The Board then reviewed the following informational items: 

a. Special Assessment Search Requests Received: 

1. Stearns County Abstract & Title Company – Douglas Zenzen, PID 

#03-0027101 

Clerk Bauer informed Stearns County Abstract & Title Company that 

there are no pending or levied assessments for this property. 

 

b. Correspondence Received From Minnesota State Demographic Center – 

Clerk Bauer has received correspondence from the Minnesota State 

Demographic Center stating that for Birchdale Township, the April 1, 

2022 population estimate is 960 and the April 1
st
, 2022 household estimate 

is 388. Last year, the population estimate was 934 and the household 

estimate was 378. Supervisor Ostendorf asked how household counts 

relate to the township levy and is this calculated. Treasurer VanHavermaet 

will check with Todd County to find out how the township funds are 

levied and report back to the Board. 

c. MATIT Consolidation Coverage Certification Dated July 1, 2023 through 

June 30, 2024 – Clerk Bauer received this certificate and it will be filed 

and kept in the town hall. 

 

11..Officers Comments 

 

a. Supervisor Ostendorf shared with the Board that Residents along Long 

Lake and the Sauk River Watershed were awarded 1.4 million dollars 

from the Minnesota legislature in order to assist in bringing the lake level 

down. It is unclear how this project will proceed and if the funds are not 

enough to complete the project, residents would be asked to pay the 

difference. If they can’t or won’t, then the project would not proceed. 

 

12.Adjournment 

 

With no further business, a motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded 

by Supervisor Ahrens and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 9:54 

p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

  

_______________________ 

Jackie Bauer 

Birchdale Township Clerk  


