BIRCHDALE TOWNSHIP
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
TUESDAY, JUNE 29, 2021 - 8:00 P.M.

Call to Order/ Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call

Chair Jim Carstens called to order the regular meeting of the Birchdale Township
Board at 8:00 p.m. on Tuesday, June 29, 2021 at the Birchdale Town Hall. The
Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Present were Supervisors Jim Carstens, Larry
Bebus, Dale Ahrens, Joe Ostendorf, Arnie Berscheid, Treasurer Marlene
VanHavermaet, and Clerk Jackie Bauer. Also in attendance was Erv Herdering,
and Residents Bradley and Cindy Wren-Gray.

. Approval of Agenda

A motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded by Supervisor Berscheid,
and unanimously carried to approve the agenda.

. Approval of Minutes

A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Bebus, and
unanimously carried to approve the May 25, 2021 Regular Meeting minutes.

. Approval of Treasurer’s Report

Treasurer VanHavermaet presented the June Treasurer’s Report. A motion was
made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded by Supervisor Ahrens, and unanimously
carried to accept the June Treasurer’s Report. This month’s deposits include a
May settlement payment summary from Todd County in the amount of
$79,434.89.

An 18 month investment in the amount of $105,124.36 which is currently held at
First State Bank in Sauk Centre is coming due for renewal on July 7", 2021. The
current interest rate on the investment is .8%. Treasurer VanHavermaet asked the
Board whether she should renew the investment for 12 months or 18 months.
Supervisor Berscheid asked if this would make a difference in the rate and
Treasurer VanHavermaet stated it would not. The Board would like Treasurer
VanHavermaet to renew the funds for 12 months. Extensive tree trimming will be
completed in the next year but there will be enough funds coming in from tax
payments and funds from the American Rescue Plan Act to cover these expenses,
however keeping the investment locked in for a shorter period of time is a better
option at this time. Treasurer VanHavermaet will contact a number of financial
institutions and will renew the CD for another year at the highest rate that she is
able to find.



5. Approval of Bills

Next presented was the list of bills for the month of June to be considered for
payment. A motion was made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by Supervisor
Ostendorf, and unanimously carried to approve payment of the bills in the amount
of $49,827.02. (See attached list of bills).

6. Residents Comments

a. Residents Bradley and Cindy Wren-Gray addressed the Board regarding a
building that they constructed on their property but that is currently
located in the township road right-of-way. Residents Wren-Gray stated
that this is the first meeting for Birchdale Township that they have been
able to attend in-person due to COVID. They currently have a license to
operate a respite home for children and adults with medical concerns and
so they must follow health and safety protocols. They stated that when
they purchased their property, they were assured by Todd County that they
were able to construct the building and would be granted a partial road
vacation. After the building was constructed, they were informed that they
would have to apply for a vacation. The county also told the Wren-Grays
that they would need to request a vacation from Birchdale Township and
not Todd County. Bradley and Cindy stated that they are working with an
attorney, Scott Dymoke from Melrose to resolve this issue. They stated
that it was not their intention to purposely construct the building without
the proper licensing or to vacate a road that provides access to their
neighboring resident. The building was needed for their respite care
business and they hope to add a wheelchair ramp and covered area for
parking, along with egress windows to the basement level of their home.
They would like to work with the township to seek a solution and asked
the Board if they have any questions. They also stated that they did have a
surveyor come out (Englemeyer Surveying) and are waiting for results
from the survey. It is difficult for the surveyor to determine property lines
and roads because of old roads that are still showing on maps in the Ward
Spring area. These roads were never vacated but are no longer used as
roads. The Wren-Grays stated that they know that other residents have
constructed buildings that could also be located on old road right-of-ways
and are not sure why their building was singled out.

The Wren-Grays would like more time to resolve this issue. If they need to
gather signatures from their neighbors in order to pursue a road vacation
with the township, they will need to wait until it is safe to do this, due to
COVID. Supervisor Carstens stated that the township cannot set a
precedence by allowing the building to be located in the right-of-way.
Supervisor Berscheid asked how long it might take Englemeyer Surveying
to complete their work but Resident Wren-Gray was unsure. Supervisor



Ostendorf asked if the Wren-Grays have spoken with their neighbor, Mr.
Allen Pundsack and the Wren-Grays stated just briefly.

At this time, the Board would like to give the Wren-Grays more time to
resolve this issue. The Board would also like to consult with their own
township attorney to find out what options might be available and whether
the township should have an independent survey done also. The Board
discussed whether old roads that are located in the Ward Springs area need
to be formally vacated. These were roads that were part of a previous town
(Birch Lake City) that was located in Ward Springs. The Board directed
Clerk Bauer to update Attorney Troy Gilchrist of the Board’s decision to
grant the Wren-Grays more time regarding resolving the issue of the
building in the township road right-of-way and to seek guidance from
Attorney Gilchrist regarding vacating old roads in Birchdale Township.
Clerk Bauer will do this and report back at the next meeting. Clerk Bauer
will also continue to keep this item on the monthly agenda while more
information is being gathered by the Wren-Grays and Birchdale
Township. The Wren-Grays thanked the Board and will continue to keep
in communication with the Board until a resolution can be found.

7. Reports/Requests/Presentations

a. None

8. Township Road Report

a. Tree Trimming Ditch Work Update — Supervisor Ostendorf gave an
update on the tree trimming and brushing work that will be done for the
coming 2021 year and into 2022. Work has not started yet but Supervisor
Ostendorf anticipates MBC Drainage will begin work in September. A
letter has gone out to all township residents informing them of the
upcoming work and asking that if there are trees that they would like to
keep, that they contact either Supervisor Berscheid or Supervisor
Ostendorf. Residents are beginning to contact the Supervisors and a list
will be started. The Board would like to have a form that residents can
sign stating that they are asking to keep trees and taking responsibility for
the tree. Clerk Bauer is researching this with Minnesota Association of
Townships so that a document can be ready for residents to complete.

Supervisors Ahrens and Bebus stated that weed spraying is completed on
Cedar Lake Road and it looks good. Supervisor Ahrens asked when
mowing would begin and Supervisor Berscheid stated that Mr. Buchholz
will start mowing tomorrow. He will make just one pass and possibly will
only mow one time this season.



b. Crack Filling — Clerk Bauer stated that she had been contacted by the
Chairman of Grey Eagle Township. He stated that they had received the
bill for their portion of crack filling done by Precision Roadway. He stated
that they were not aware that this work was going to be done and do not
use Precision Roadways for crack filling. They have not been happy with
Precision Roadway’s work in the past. They will pay the bill but wanted to
let Birchdale Township know that they would not cover this in the future
without prior notification.

c. Angler Drive Culvert — Supervisor Bebus stated that there is a culvert
along Angler Drive that is plugged and water has flooded into the middle
of the road at times. Supervisor Bebus contacted County Engineer Loren
Fellbaum and he stated that the Township may want to contact the
Melrose or Grey Eagle Fire Department to see if they can blow the culvert
out. Mr. Herdering, who was in attendance, at the meeting knows a
contractor who has a jetter that can blow the culvert out and he will work
with Supervisor Bebus to contact this company and have them complete
the work.

9. Unfinished Business

a. Federal American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) Funds — Clerk Bauer updated
the Board regarding ARPA funds that Birchdale Township will receive.
She completed the application for disbursement of funds and attended a
webinar from Todd County regarding information about ARPA Funds.
The county stated that townships would receive half of their funds this
year and the rest in 2022. Birchdale Township is scheduled to receive
$98,050.55.

b. Update on township storage shed and new technology for the town hall —
Supervisor Berscheid stated that he has ordered the new shed and hopes to
have it built and erected in August or September. The price of the shed has
gone up $500.00. Supervisor Ostendorf stated that Arvig has not started
work on running a new internet line into the town hall as of yet.
Supervisor Ostendorf will follow up.

10. New Business
a. None

11. Informational Items

The Board then reviewed the following informational items:

a. Copy of Proceedings for Variance Request by Birchdale Township for set-
back of storage shed from Todd County Planning & Zoning — Clerk Bauer



presented the completed correspondence regarding the approval of the
variance request.

b. Special Assessment Search Requests Received:

Home Town Title, LLC
1. Kyle Ahrens, 10139 Alfalfa Drive, Sauk Centre, MN 56378

Clerk Bauer informed Home Town Title that there are no pending or
levied assessments for this property.

Main Street Title & Closings, LLC
1. JBT Company LLC, Dustin Berscheit, Kayla Berscheit, Aldrin Loop,
Sauk Centre, MN 56378

2. Kelly Kruchten, 11272 Alcott Drive, Sauk Centre, MN 56378

3. Joseph and Jennifer Frank, 14784 245" Avenue, Sauk Centre, MN
56378

4. Jacob and Rebecca Dettmer, 10454 Alum Trail, Grey Eagle, MN
56336

5. Larry and Loanne Sorenson, 10714 Angler Trail, Grey Eagle, MN
56336

Clerk Bauer informed Main Street Title & Closings that there are no
pending or levied assessments for these properties.

Alexandria Title Company
1. L23, B1, Saddleback Ridge at Pauley Lake

Clerk Bauer informed Alexandria Title Company that there are no pending
or levied assessments for this property.

11..Officers Comments

a. Ervin Herdering, who was in attendance stated that the roads are really
dry. He said that it is hard to get the chloride for dust control because there
are labor shortages in the transportation process. There is also demand for
product due to the drought.

12.Adjournment

With no further business, a motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded
by Supervisor Berscheid and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 9:17
p.m.



Respectfully Submitted,

Jackie Bauer
Birchdale Township Clerk



