BIRCHDALE TOWNSHIP
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
Tuesday, August 26 2025 — 7:30 P.M.

. Call to Order/ Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call

Chair Jim Carstens called to order the regular meeting of the Birchdale Township Board
at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, August 26, 2025 at the Birchdale Town Hall. The Pledge of
Allegiance was recited. Present were Supervisors Dale Ahrens, Joe Ostendorf, Arnie
Berscheid, Larry Bebus, Treasurer Marlene VanHavermaet and Clerk Jackie Bauer. Also
in attendance was Erv Herdering from Herdering Inc., Greg Thooft from Tuff Excaating,
Jason Murray from David Drown & Associates and resident Jeff Mayer.

. Approval of Agenda

A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Ahrens and
unanimously carried to approve the agenda as amended.

. Approval of Minutes

A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid seconded by Supervisor Bebus and
unanimously carried to approve the July 29, 2025 regular Meeting minutes.

. Approval of Treasurer’s Report

Treasurer VanHavermaet presented the August Treasurer’s Report. A motion was made
by Supervisor Bebus, seconded by Supervisor Berschied and unanimously carried to
accept the Treasurer’s Report.

Treasurer VanHavermaet reported on options for short-term borrowing. After consulting
with Banker Allan Ulbricht, it was noted that the Township could borrow funds
temporarily to support the general fund until county settlement payments are received in
October. The general fund currently has a balance of $122,000, which should be
sufficient to cover September claims. If additional funds are needed, the Board would
need to pass a resolution authorizing a short-term loan, which requires three signatures.
Minnesota National Bank has expressed interest in working with the Township and
would assist with the borrowing process. Treasurer VanHavermaet has already provided
Mr. Ulbricht with the Township’s year-end statements for the past two years, along with
levy information.

. Approval of Bills

Next presented was the list of bills for the month of August to be considered for payment.
A motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded by Supervisor Ahrens and
unanimously carried to approve payment of the bills in the amount of $31,852.15 (See



attached list of bills).

6. Resident’s Comments

a. None

7. Reports/Requests/Presentations

a. Jason Murray of David Drown & Associates attended the meeting to present
bonding options for the Alcott Drive Tarring Project, scheduled for Spring 2026.
He explained that the Township Engineer will begin the bidding process in
January or February 2026, after which DDA would assist the Township with
arranging project financing. Minnesota National Bank has expressed interest in
partnering with Birchdale Township, and Jason noted that an introduction to the
bank would allow bonding to proceed through them. His role is to secure the
lowest possible interest rate. Jason explained that the bonding process includes a
public hearing, allows borrowing for up to 20 years, and requires a two-page
application along with three years of the Township’s final financial statements.
He also provided written materials outlining the steps.

The Board asked whether expenses already incurred on Alcott Drive could be
included in the bond. Jason clarified that prior expenses cannot be reimbursed
unless the Board first adopts a reimbursement resolution. He recommended
passing such a resolution immediately so that any new expenses could be included
in the bond. He provided a prepared resolution, and the Board approved it. A
motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded by Supervisor Berscheid,
and unanimously carried to adopt Resolution #2025-12, Resolution Establishing
Procedures Relating to Compliance with Reimbursement Bond Regulations Under
the Internal Revenue Code.

During discussion, Supervisor Ostendorf asked when funds would be available,
and Jason explained that funds are accessible upon loan closing. Supervisor
Carstens inquired about when the interest rate is locked in, and Jason confirmed it
occurs at closing. Treasurer VanHavermaet asked if a separate account should be
established for the borrowed funds, and Jason advised that it should.

Supervisor Carstens also asked about current interest rates, which Jason stated are
between 4.0% and 4.5%. Carstens requested that once the borrowing amount is
finalized, Jason provide the Board with various repayment scenarios based on
interest rate and loan term. Jason agreed to do so.

8. Township Road Report

a. Alcott Drive — Supervisor Ostendorf stated that before the Engineer sets up the
bidding process, there are a number of items that need to be decided by the Board:



1. Does the Board want to do special safety striping that slows traffic
but does add cost?
2. How should the mailboxes be set up, in groups and what locations?
3. Apron distances (how much distance from the road)?
4. Resident driveway tarring included?
The Board asked Clerk Bauer to add this agenda item to our September meeting
to discuss.

Erv Herdering did put more Class 5 and crushed asphalt on areas along Alcott
Drive. It does look good and the Board is getting less calls about the amount of
dust.

A culvert was added on the north end with black dirt and the township has already
been billed for this. Also when MBC Drainage was adding rip rap on the north
end, a part of a resident driveway was damaged. Supervisor Ostendorf will ask
MBC to bring some tar patch to repair this area. Supervisor Bebus stated there is
also some tar patch in the township shed if needed. Supervisor Bebus stated that
he received a call from a resident who lives along Alcott and they are very happy
with the repair work that was done.

Supervisor Carstens asked Mr. Herdering about Class 5 gravel versus crushed
asphalt. He stated that the crushed asphalt is better for dust control. Jeff Mayer, a
resident who lives along Alcott Drive asked if more crushed asphalt will be added
and Supervisor Ostendorf stated this will be done next month. Supervisor Ahrens
asked if this would be the final work that MBC Drainage would be doing on
Alcott and Supervisor Ostendorf stated that yes, this was all.

. f—Supervisors Bebus and Berscheid reported on recent work completed along
Almond Drive and Alpha Lane. The west-side ditch was excavated and drain tile
installed, significantly reducing water collection in the area. The rusted-out
culvert was replaced, crushed granite was added, and the site was hand-seeded for
grass. The Township will receive additional invoices from MBC Drainage for this
work.

Supervisor Carstens asked Township contractor Greg Thooft about the extent of
snow plowing at the end of Almond Drive, which is a township road. Greg
confirmed he plows approximately 60 feet beyond the road’s end to allow room
for turning the plow around, noting that former contractor Erv Herdering did the
same. Beyond this point, the road becomes Alpha Lane, which is not a township
road and therefore not maintained by the Township. Supervisor Berscheid
confirmed that no further work is planned in this area.

Archer Drive Update — Supervisor Berscheid reported that the cul-de-sac on
Archer Drive is becoming very narrow. He recommended adding a few loads of



Class 5 material along with some additional dirt to widen it. Supervisor Berscheid
will review the costs and provide the Board with updates regarding the repair
work.

d. Dust Control — Supervisor Berscheid asked Mr. Herdering whether only 50% of
the roads had received dust control, and he confirmed that this was not the case.
Supervisor Berscheid noted a resident comment regarding dust on 275th Avenue.
Mr. Herdering explained that heavy rains can make it difficult to find optimal
conditions for effective dust control. Supervisor Ostendorf suggested the
possibility of applying half the treatment early in the season and the remainder
later. Supervisor Berscheid noted this could increase labor costs, while Mr.
Herdering mentioned that he uses this approach in other townships with
satisfactory results. Both Supervisors Ostendorf and Berscheid recommended
trying this method on a test road next year.

9. Unfinished Business

a. Vacations Update — Clerk Bauer presented an update regarding the two vacations
that the Board will take action on at the September, 2025 Meeting. Currently, the
DNR has been informed of the Lake Walk Vacation and there has been no
response from them to this point. For the second vacation for Main Street in the
town of Ward Springs, Attorney Gilchrist has worked with Clerk Bauer to update
the road vacation description and this has also been shared with the Todd County
Recorder. It is now required to send this updated description to the residents who
live along the proposed vacation which now includes 2 additional residents for a
total of 5 residents. A motion was made by Supervisor Bebus, seconded by
Supervisor Ahrens and unanimously carried to adopt Resolution #2025-11,
Resolution Issuing An Order Vacating A Portion of Main Street and Awarding
Damages.

10. New Business

a. Chair Carstens then opened the sealed quote received for Snow Plowing for the
2025-2026 Season. The quote was from Tuff Excavating. and included the
following:

o Plow Truck: $145.00/hour
o JD 772 Grader: $145.00
o Cost per Cubic Yard of Salt/Sand: $105.00 per ton

The quote information had also been sent to Craig Tschida, Melrose, MN and Erv
Herdering; however quotes were not received from either of them. A motion was

made by Supervisor Ostendorf seconded by Supervisor Ahrens, and unanimously
carried accepting the quote and awarding the work to Tuff Excavating.



12.

13.

b. Fire Extinguisher Check — The Town Hall fire extinguisher is scheduled for a
yearly check. Supervisor Ostendorf will take care of this.

11. Informational Items

a. Special Assessment Information Request received from:
Main Street Title & Closings, LLC:
1. Steven L. and Ann Brunswig, 23591 Cedar Lake Road, Sauk
Centre, MN
b. Special Assessment Information Request received from:
Home Town Title, LLC:
21378 Alcott Lane, Sauk Centre, MN 56378

c. Special Assessment Information Request received from:
Steve Ball & Associates
12207 Alcott Drive, Sauk Centre, MN 56378

Clerk Bauer responded to all of the assessment requests that there were no levied or
pending assessments from Birchdale Township.

d. Notices Received From Todd County Planning & Zoning:
o A variance was granted for Theresa and Tom Petermeier, 12918 Bayview
Drive, Sauk Centre, MN.

Officers Comments

Supervisor Ahrens stated that he had attended the Planning & Zoning Meeting
recently and Resident Toby Danielson was granted a conditional use permit to
operate an auto salvage yard however it was approved with stipulations including
planning trees as cover and limiting to only 40 vehicles maximum.

Adjournment
With no further business, a motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by

Supervisor Bebus, and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 8:54 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Jackie Bauer
Birchdale Township Clerk



