
BIRCHDALE TOWNSHIP 

    REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

Tuesday, August 27, 2024 – 8:00 P.M. 

 

 

1. Call to Order/ Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call 

 

Chair Jim Carstens called to order the regular meeting of the Birchdale Township Board 

at 8:00 p.m. on Tuesday, August 27, 2024 at the Birchdale Town Hall. The Pledge of 

Allegiance was recited. Present were Supervisors Dale Ahrens, Joe Ostendorf, Arnie 

Berscheid, Larry Bebus, Treasurer Marlene VanHavermaet and Clerk Jackie Bauer.  Also 

in attendance was Erv Herdering from Herdering Inc. and residents Randy Willhite, Steve 

Rueter, Gary Toenyan, Luke Fuechtmann, Dustin Berschied and Eric Peterson. 

  

2. Approval of Agenda 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded by Supervisor Ahrens and 

unanimously carried to approve the agenda as amended.  

 

3. Approval of Minutes 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid seconded by Supervisor Bebus and 

unanimously carried to approve the July 30, 2024 regular Meeting minutes. Supervisor 

Ostendorf clarified from last month’s minutes that trees that are on a property owner’s 

land but hanging into the road right-of-way, will not be removed without the owner’s 

permission. 

   

4. Approval of Treasurer’s Report 

 

Treasurer VanHavermaet presented the August Treasurer’s Report.  A motion was made 

by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Ostendorf and unanimously carried to 

accept the Treasurer’s Report.  

 

5. Approval of Bills 

 

Next presented was the list of bills for the month of August to be considered for payment.  

A motion was made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by Supervisor Bebus and 

unanimously carried to approve payment of the bills in the amount of $17,990.14 (See 

attached list of bills).  

 

6. Resident’s Comments 

 

a. Resident Randy Wilhite, who was in attendance at the meeting and lives along 

Alcott Drive, asked where the Alcott Road Project was at currently. Resident 

Wilhite would like to recommend that Anderson Brothers be contacted in order to 

bid the Alcott Road Project. Supervisor Ostendorf stated that currently the 



township is working with Widseth Engineering to review the road and gather the 

specifications, problem areas and what will be needed to mill and reclaim Alcott 

Drive, scheduled for this Spring 2025. Because the project is estimated to be 1.3 

Million Dollars which is over the $175,000.00 threshold, a sealed bid process 

must be followed per State Statute #471.345. Resident Wilhite stated that the 

statute does not require that the lowest bid be taken. Clerk Bauer stated that the 

statute does state that the lowest bid must be taken unless the Board would have a 

strong reason for not taking the bid such as special expertise that the bidder might 

have so it is possible that the lowest bid may not always be the one awarded. As 

part of Widseth’s services, they handle all of the legal and bidding process 

including advertising and sending out for eligible bidders. It will be important to 

find out what companies are doing work for Todd County in the area next spring 

which might save money on staging expenses from a company who is already 

doing work in the area. At this time, the township will continue to work with 

Widseth Engineering on preparing for the Alcott Project and will also reach out to 

a consultant to assist with municipal borrowing for the project. 

 

b. Resident Wilhite also addressed the Board asking that they wait until all people in 

the audience have risen for the Pledge of Allegiance before starting to speak. 

Chair Carstens thanked Resident Wilhite for stating this. 

 

7. Reports/Requests/Presentations 

 

 

8. Township Road Report 

 

a. Trees-Ambling Trail, Angler Trail and Stop Sign On Ambling Trail – Supervisor 

Berscheid stated that Hoffman Tree Service reviewed the trees that are down and 

hanging over Ambling Trail and estimated it would cost approximately $6,000.00 

to remove these. A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by 

Supervisor Ostendorf and unanimously carried to spend $6000.00 to remove trees 

down and overhanging Ambling Trail.  

 

Supervisor Berscheid also stated that Mr. Erv Herdering repaired the wash-out on 

Angler Trail and re-shaped the road. Supervisor Ostendorf stated that it is holding 

up well, even with all of the rain that has been received. 

 

Supervisor Berscheid stated that the stop sign is missing at the bottom of the hill 

on Ambling Trail. A motion was made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by 

Supervisor Berscheid and unanimously approved to replace this stop sign. 

Supervisor Ahrens will contact Todd County to pick up a new sign and install it. 

 

b. Aldrin Loop – Supervisor Carstens stated that residents were in attendance this 

evening who live along Aldrin Loop. Residents who live along the road would 

like the township to take over Aldrin Loop. Over 60% of the lots are sold along 

the road. The developer had put in the road and at that time, they had consulted 



with Todd County who gave them the specifications to make the road be up to 

county requirements. Therefore, Aldrin Loop is in really good condition. 

Supervisor Ahrens stated that there is a knapweed concern along the road that 

needs to be resolved and he feels that 1” or 2” of new gravel should be placed on 

the road before the township would take this road on. The cost of gravel would be 

around $5000.00 and the weed spraying would cost approximately $3000.00. 

Supervisor Carstens asked about whether the residents should cover this or if the 

township could. Treasurer VanHavermaet commented that the township funds are 

fairly low at this time and cautioned the Board before spending any large amount 

of funds until the fall county township aid is received and also whether residents 

along Ambling Trail pay their SSD payments up front which totals approximately 

$60,000.00. Clerk Bauer stated that she would check with Attorney Gilchrist to 

see whether the residents could be placed on an SSD similar to the residents along 

Ambling Trail who paid for the tarring of the road. The Board agreed that the 

residents should pay for the extra graveling and weed spraying before the 

township would take over the road. The residents along Aldrin Loop, who were in 

attendance, will discuss this with the other residents who live along the road. 

 

The Board continued to discuss Aldrin Loop. Supervisor Bebus stated that the 

County Engineer Loren Fellbaum didn’t feel that the road needed extra graveling. 

Supervisor Ahrens stated that there are also 4 plastic culverts installed along the 

road and typically, the township does not accept plastic culverts. But, these could 

be grand-fathered in and then once they need replacement, they would need to be 

replaced with metal culverts. There are 24 lots along the road and the Board 

wondered if the Developer is responsible for paying for the road costs if it is split 

up or if this is assessed to future owners. Clerk Bauer will check on this and 

report back to the Board at the September meeting. The Boad will discuss Aldrin 

Loop at the September meeting and moving forward with having the township 

take over the road and what process needs to be followed to do this. 

 

c. Supervisor Ahrens and Supervisor Bebus stated that all property owners who had 

thistle concerns have been contacted and the last property owner has now mowed 

their thistle area so this is now taken care of. 

 

d. Supervisor Ahrens stated that Tracy, the Engineer from Widseth Engineering 

reviewed the water drainage concerns near Resident Nancy Primus’s lot along 

Alcott Drive. Supervisor Ahrens believes that a 30” culvert is going to be 

recommended by the engineer. He will contact Supervisor Ahrens on Thursday or 

Friday of this week but his recommendation was that any of the water drainage 

areas would need to be repaired this fall so that they set before the reclaiming 

work next spring. This item will be placed on the September meeting’s agenda. 

 

9. Unfinished Business 

 

a. Supervisor Ostendorf stated that he is continuing to work with Tracy from 

Widseth Engineering out of Alexandria to review Alcott Drive. Tracy is preparing 



a specification report in preparation for the bidding process on the project. 

Widseth is estimating the project will cost approximately 1.3 Million Dollars. 

Clerk Bauer stated that because the cost is so high, Attorney Gina Fiorini from 

Gilchrist Law Firm stated that the township would need to work with a municipal 

consultant for bonding and recommended David Drown & Associates. Clerk 

Bauer will contact DDA to find out what the process is for borrowing funds for 

the project. 

 

b. Supervisor Ostendorf reported on the road right-of-ways for Ambassador Drive 

and Ambling Drive. Doug Thom from GIS at Todd County was able to verify that 

the ROW’s are 33” from the center-line. He stated that it appears that sections of 

the two roads were not always recorded with the county so it was somewhat 

difficult to find out what the actual right-of-ways were. He stated that is why it is 

always important to record any road changes with the county. Supervisor 

Ostendorf did notify residents who were asking about the right-of-way 

measurements. 

 

c. Supervisor Ostendorf stated that 114th Street’s Ditch has been repaired. There was 

a chemical spill that occurred here last month by CHS. CHS is paying for the 

repairs on the ditch. The contaminated dirt was removed and fresh dirt was 

placed. It has been repaired and reseeded by Ilgen Excavating. 

 

d. Clerk Bauer updated the Board regarding the Subordinate Service District letters 

that were sent out to all of the residents along Ambling Trail. Each resident is 

responsible for $3,735.29. Residents are asked to submit their payment to the 

township by September 20th, 2024, otherwise, the assessment will be placed on 

their property taxes over a 10 year period with 6% interest. Resident Gary 

Toenyan asked about why the total cost of tarring Ambling Trail was split evenly 

among the residents versus based on the amount of frontage along the road. Clerk 

Bauer will check with Attorney Gilchrist on this and report back to Resident 

Toenyan. 

 

10. New Business 

 

a. Chair Carstens then opened the sealed quote received for Snow Plowing for the 

2024-2025 Season. The quote was from Herdering, Inc. and included the 

following: 

o CAT Motor Grader with Snowplow Equipment  

o Single Axel Truck with Snowplow  

o Tandem Axel Truck with Snowplow Equipment 

 

The quote information had also been sent to Craig Tschida, Melrose, MN; 

however a quote was not received. Supervisor Ahrens asked Mr. Herdering if he 

had enough employees for this season and he stated that he did. A motion was 

made by Supervisor Ahrens seconded by Supervisor Ostendorf, and unanimously 

carried accepting the quote and awarding the work to Herdering, Inc. 



   

b. Fire Extinguisher Check – Supervisor Ahrens will contact John Vornbrock from 

Summit to have the fire extinguisher checked. 

 

11. Informational Items 

 

The Board then reviewed the following informational items: 

a. Special Assessment Information Request received from: 

Main Street Title & Closings, LLC: 

1. Edward and Marnie Kortuem, 12281 Alcott Drive, Sauk Centre, 

MN 

b. Special Assessment Information Request received from: 

The Title Team: 

JBT Company, LLC, 251st Avenue, Sauk Centre, Saddleback 

Ridge at Pauley Lake 

 

c. Special Assessment Information Request received from: 

Stearns County Abstract & Title Company 

  Jody Jordan 

  12804 Bayview Drive, Sauk Centre, MN 

 

Clerk Bauer responded to all of the assessment requests that there were no levied or 

pending assessments from Birchdale Township.  

 

o Notice from the Minnesota Department of Revenue of the amount of 2025 Town 

Aid to be received by Birchdale Township. The amount will be 3243.00.  In 2024, 

Birchdale Township received $3478.00. The amount of aid your town receives is 

based on its: Ratio of adjusted net tax capacity of agricultural property to adjusted 

net tax capacity of all other property, total land and water acreage and population. 

Town Aid is paid to towns in two equal installments in the year after it was certified. The 

first half is paid on July 20 and the second half on December 26. 

  

Town Aid was created by the 2013 Legislature and first paid in 2014. 

 

d. Notices Received From Todd County Planning & Zoning: 

o A Board of Adjustment Hearing will be held on August 22, 2024 at 6:00 

PM at the Commissioner’s Board Room, Historic Courthouse for Terry 

Hempleman, Section 01, Turtle Creek Township, Star Lake – request to 

decrease the West Side OHW setback from 150’ to 30’ for a proposed 60 

square foot dwelling addition in Natural Environmental Shoreland Zoning. 

o Taylors Woods Third Addition – A Todd County Planning Commission 

Public Hearing will be held on Thursday, September 5th, 2024 at 6:00 PM 

in the Commissioner’s Board Room, Historic Courthouse for Dennis, Ron 

and Curt Taylor, Section 30, Grey Eagle Township, Big Birch Lake, 

10763 Angler Trail, Grey Eagle, MN – request to create Taylor’s Woods 



Third Addition, a 3-lot plat in Shoreland-Recreational Development 

Zoning. 

 

12. Officers Comments  

a. Supervisor Carstens stated he received a notice from Todd County asking whether 

the township would prefer to do their own cannabis business registration or defer 

to the county. The Board directed Clerk Bauer to answer that the township would 

prefer to defer to the county. 

 

b. Supervisor Carstens stated that he was in attendance at the last Planning and 

Zoning meeting where the Gruenes Feedlot Increase Variance was requested. He 

shared that he had asked the Board to ensure there is an animal manure plan on 

file, a fly-control plan on file and that the lighting at the feedlot not shine into 

neighboring residents’ lots. The Board is also concerned about dust concerns on 

County Road 99. Todd County will be doing a road-count on County Road 99 and 

if the traffic count is high enough, it will be added to the county’s dust control 

plan. The Planning & Zoning Board did approve the Gruenes Feedlot Permit and 

it will now be presented to the Todd County Commissioners for approval. 

 

13. Adjournment 

With no further business, a motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by 

Supervisor Bebus, and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 9:23 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

  

_______________________ 

Jackie Bauer 

Birchdale Township Clerk  


