BIRCHDALE TOWNSHIP
REGULAR MEETING AGENDA
TUESDAY, AUGUST 29, 2023 —8:00 P.M.

AGENDA

1.

Call to Order/ Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call - The Chair to call the meeting to
order.

Approval of Agenda - The Board to consider approval of the agenda.

Approval of Minutes - The Board to consider approval of the following meeting
minutes (Copy of the meeting minutes are attached):

a. July Regular Meeting Minutes

Approval of Treasurer’s Report - Treasurer VanHavermaet to present and
review the August Treasurer’s Report. The Board to consider approval of the
report.

a. Approval of Treasurer’s Report

Approval of Bills - The Board to review and consider payment of the bills. A
draft list of bills will be forwarded upon completion and a complete list will be
presented at the meeting.

a. Approval of August List of Bills

Residents Comments

a. Higgins Long Lake Property Owners — Residents who live on Higgins
Long Lake will be in attendance to update the Board on the drainage of the
lake and to ask the Board if they would be a sponsor of the project.

Reports/Requests/Presentations

Township Road Report

a. Updates on any ditch mowing, culvert installation, tree trimming and road
repair in the township to be shared by the Road Supervisors Joe Ostendorf
and Arnie Berscheid.

Unfinished Business




a. Alcott Drive Tarring Project — Supervisor Berscheid to give an update on
the Alcott Drive Tarring Project. The microsealing project will be
completed this fall by Joe Riley Construction. Clerk Bauer was contacted
by a resident who lives along Alcott and stated that while she appreciates
the damaged spots being repaired, they are already damaged again. It
appears that the damage may have been caused by a dual-tire type vehicle.
Also, the resident stated that there are many heavy trucks traveling on
Alcott by the same company and these trucks damage the road. The
resident asked what the design load is for Alcott Drive. She was also
looking for an update as to when the road will be tarred and finally,
wanted to call the Board’s attention to two homes that are located at the
intersection of Alcott Drive and 110™ and irrigate their sump pumps onto
the road.

b. Ambling Drive Property Line Correction — Resident Mike Bushard who is
a property owner along Ambling Drive discovered that the property lines
along the south side of Ambling Drive are not correct. He has been
working with Todd County Planning & Zoning and also Nyberg
Surveying. Resident Bushard is also working with Attorney Scott
Dymoke. Attorney Dymoke is requesting a letter from the township
stating that they are approving the changes made to the property line
correction. Resident Bushard has also incurred legal and surveying costs
of $1300.00 and is asking if the Board might share in the cost of this
expense. Resident Bushard will be in attendance at the meeting.

c. Tarring of Ambling Drive — Attorney Gilchrist prepared a document titled,
State of Verification of Signatures on a Subordinate Service District
Petition for Clerk Bauer to review the signatures on the petition that was
signed by at least 50% of the property owners who live along Ambling
Drive and verify that they are residents. Clerk Bauer has signed this
document and returned to Attorney Gilchrist. Attorney Gilchrist has also
drafted a resolution setting a hearing date for residents to attend to share
their thoughts on Birchdale Township setting up a Subordinate Service
District (SSD) for all of the property owners who live along Ambling
Drive. The SSD would allow the township a means to collect the costs of
tarring Ambling Drive. The SSD also allowed the township to collect the
attorney fees for setting up the SSD process. Attorney Gilchrist will attend
the hearing so that he can answer questions for residents. Attorney
Gilchrist is able to attend a meeting on the evening of September 14™ and
this would be the soonest he would be available, so he recommended this
as a possible date for the Board to set the hearing date. All property
owners will be notified of the meeting date and time and a meeting notice
will also be published in the township newspapers, the Sauk Herald and
the Long Prairie Leader.



d. Update on Conditional Use Permits for Thull Gravel Pit and Central
Specialties Gravel Pit — Supervisor Ostendorf to report on whether Todd
County has notified him whether the conditional use permits for Thull and
Central Specialties are active. If they are, the Board may decide to recoup
road expenses for 110" and 225" Avenues and ask that the companies
repair damage to the two roads caused by heavy trucks hauling gravel
back and forth.

10. New Business

a. Open Snowplowing Quotes and Take Action - At the Board’s July 25,
2023 meeting, action was taken to seek sealed quotes for the 2023-2024
Snowplowing Season and the Clerk was directed to post the quote
information and form. She was also directed to send the information to
Herdering, Inc, and Mayers, Inc. The Board to:

e Open the sealed quotes received.
e Consider action on awarding the quote.
e Direct the Clerk to notify the company that was awarded the quote.

b. Arvig Communications Requesting Approval To Lay Fiber under 241%
Avenue — Clerk Bauer was contacted by Monica Braun, the Permitting
Technician for Compass Consultants who is working with Arvig
Communications. Arvig is requesting to install a small portion of fiber
under a road in Birchdale Township, about 50 feet under 241 Avenue.
They are requesting verbal approval from the township to proceed with the
project.

c. Fire Extinguisher Check - Town Hall Fire Extinguisher is scheduled for a
yearly check. Board to discuss scheduling and which vendor will perform
check.

d. Minnesota Department of Agriculture Accepting Noxious Weed &
Invasive Plant Grant — Clerk Bauer to present information regarding a
noxious weed grant application that is available to apply for. Birchdale
Township was awarded a $5,000.00 grant in 2021 through this program.
Clerk Bauer would like to apply for the grant for this year and is seeking
direction from the Board on whether Clerk Bauer to apply for the grant
and how much in funds to apply for.

11. Informational Items

a. Special Assessment Information Request received from:
Main Street Title & Closings, LLC:
1. Donald and Diane Sundquist, 10150 Almond Drive, Grey
Eagle, MN



2. Robert and Lindsay Anderson, 10238 County Road 99
Sauk Centre, MN
3. Joseph and Jessica Floyd and Daniel and Megan Roberg,
21377 Alder Lane, Sauk Centre, MN
b. Special Assessment Information Request received from:
Stearns County Abstract & Title Company
Jeffry Zenzen, 23404 State 28, Sauk Centre, MN

Clerk Bauer responded to all of the assessment requests that there were no levied
or pending assessments from Birchdale Township. She also responded that Alder
Lane is not a township road.

c. Notice from the Minnesota Department of Revenue of the amount of 2024
Town Aid to be received by Birchdale Township. The amount will be
$3478.00. In 2023, Birchdale Township received $4980.00. The amount of
aid your town receives is based on its:

o Ratio of adjusted net tax capacity of agricultural property to adjusted net
tax capacity of all other property

o Total land and water acreage

o Population
Town Aid is paid to towns in two equal instaliments in the year after it was
certified. The first half is paid on July 20 and the second half on December 26.

Town Aid was created by the 2013 Legislature and first paid in 2014.

12. Adjournment



