
BIRCHDALE TOWNSHIP 

    REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

Tuesday, August 29, 2023 – 8:00 P.M. 

 

 

1. Call to Order/ Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call 

 

Chair Jim Carstens called to order the regular meeting of the Birchdale Township 

Board at 8:00 p.m. on Tuesday, August 29, 2023 at the Birchdale Town Hall. The 

Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Present were Supervisors Dale Ahrens, Joe 

Ostendorf, Arnie Berscheid, Larry Bebus, Treasurer Marlene VanHavermaet and 

Clerk Jackie Bauer.  Also in attendance was Erv Herdering from Herdering Inc. 

and residents Randy Willhite, Eric Peters and Mike Bushard. 

  

2. Approval of Agenda 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Bebus, seconded by Supervisor Ostendorf and 

unanimously carried to approve the agenda as amended. 

 

3. Approval of Minutes 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid seconded by Supervisor Ahrenss, 

and unanimously carried to approve the July 25, 2023 regular Meeting minutes.    

 

4. Approval of Treasurer’s Report 

 

Treasurer VanHavermaet presented the August Treasurer’s Report.  A motion was 

made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Bebus and unanimously 

carried to accept the Treasurer’s Report.  

 

5. Approval of Bills 

 

Next presented was the list of bills for the month of August to be considered for 

payment.  A motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded by Supervisor 

Ahrens and unanimously carried to approve payment of the bills in the amount of 

$6,152.17. (See attached list of bills).  

 

6. Resident’s Comments 

 

a. Higgins Long Lake Property – Residents who lived along Higgins Long 

Lake had requested to attend the meeting and update the Board regarding 

the drainage of the lake and possible re-routing of the water. The 26 land 

owners have received money from the State of Minnesota but they are 

looking for additional funds in the amount of $300,000.00. However, no 

one showed up at the meeting. 

 



b. Resident Randy Willhite was in attendance at the meeting. He addressed 

the Board stating that the Sauk Lake Association is reconsidering taking 

over the operation and maintenance of the two storm sirens located around 

the lake. Resident Willhite clarified with the Board that the approximate 

cost to repair one of the storm sirens that was not working was $750.00. 

The lake association is going to survey their members to ask whether they 

would like the association to take over the sirens again. Resident Willhite 

will keep the township board posted. 

 

7. Reports/Requests/Presentations 

 

8. Township Road Report 
 

a.  Supervisor Ostendorf stated that Hoffman Tree Service is working on tree 

trimming and ditch mowing in the township. They also have clean-up 

work to come back and do along some roads. Most of the tree trimming is 

now complete. There is still some work that needs to be done along Angler 

and Archer Drive. Supervisor Ostendorf stated that he was contacted by 

Carrs Tree Service. They would like to be contacted for quoting tree 

trimming work in the township. Supervisor Ostendorf stated that he was 

also contacted by a few residents in the township and they are very happy 

with the brushing and trimming that has been done. 

 

b. Supervisor Berscheid and Supervisor Ostendorf stated that Alcott Drive 

does need shouldering work but Supervisor Berscheid stated that this 

should be done after the micro-sealing is complete. 

 

c. Supervisor Berscheid asked the Board whether another round ditch 

mowing should be done and the Board agreed. 

 

d. Supervisor Ahrens stated that it looks as though the weed spraying was not 

done very thoroughly. He stated that Central Applicators is short on help 

but he will ask them to go through the ditches again. 

 

9. Unfinished Business 

 

a. Alcott Drive Tarring Project – Supervisor Berscheid and Supervisor 

Ostendorf gave am update on the Alcott Drive Tarring Project. The 

microsealing project is planned to be completed this fall by Joe Riley 

Construction, however the Board is hoping to coordinate the work with 

tarring of Ambling Trail also, in order to save money. Supervisor 

Berscheid stated that he has not heard back yet from Riley Construction. 

Clerk Bauer was contacted by a resident who lives along Alcott and she 

stated that while she appreciate that the Supervisor repaired the damaged 

areas along Alcott, a heavy, dual-tire type vehicle had driven down the 

road and damaged the same areas again. The resident stated that there are 



many heavy trucks that travel down Alcott and she wondered what the 

load capacity of the road is. Supervisor Ostendorf stated that he spoke 

with the resident and she is unhappy that there are people that drive down 

the road that have no reason to be driving on the road, but Supervisor 

Ostendorf stated that this would be difficult to police. Supervisor 

Ostendorf checked the repaired areas and felt that they were still in pretty 

good shape. 

 

b. Ambling Trail Property Line Correction – Resident Mike Bushard, who 

was in attendance at the meeting, addressed the Board. He stated that he 

recently discovered that the property lines along the south side of Ambling 

Drive are not correct. He has been working with Todd County Planning 

and Zoning, Nyberg Surveying and Attorney Scott Dymoke. Resident 

Bushard and Todd County Planning & Zoning would like the property line 

correction completed. Attorney Dymoke is requesting a letter from 

Birchdale Township stating that they are in support of the correction and 

that they also agree to share in the cost of making the correction including 

legal and surveying costs of $1300.00. The road will not be moving in any 

way, just the line itself.  

 

Supervisor Ostendorf stated that he is in support of this correction because 

the residents are pursuing having this road tarred and he feels this 

correction should be completed before any tarring is done. He does not see 

any risk for the township in writing this letter. A motion was made by 

Supervisor Ostendorf in support of Birchdale Township writing a letter 

supporting the property line correction for Ambling Trail and also 

supporting sharing the $1300.00 cost with Resident Bushard for the legal 

and surveying costs, seconded by Supervisor Carstens and unanimously 

carried. 

 

c. Tarring of Ambling Trail – Attorney Gilchrist has prepared a document 

titled, State of Verification of Signatures on a Subordinate Service District 

Petition for Clerk Bauer to review the signatures on the petition that was 

by at least 50% of the property owners who live along Ambling Trail 

asking to tar Ambling Trail. Clerk Bauer has verified that the signatures 

are correct and that at least 50% of the property owners have signd the 

petition. Attorney Gilchrist has also drafted a resolution setting a hearing 

date for property owners to attend to share their thoughts on Birchdale 

Township setting up a Subordinate Service District (SSD) for all property 

owners who live along Ambling Trail. The SSD allows Birchdale 

Township to assess the property owners for the cost of the tarring project 

and for future costs outside of regular road maintenance costs for Ambling 

Trail. Tentatively a hearing date is scheduled for September 14th and 

Attorney Gilchrist will be in attendance at this meeting to answer 

questions. All property owners will be notified of this hearing date and 

time and a notice will be published in the Sauk Herald and Long Prairie 



Leader. A motion was made by Supervisor Bebus to pass the resolution 

setting a hearing date for September 14th, 2023 and seconded by 

Supervisor Arnie. At that point, Chairman Carstens called for discussion. 

Resident Eric Peters who had gathered the signatures for the petition 

stated that he was concerned about future costs being charged the property 

owners for the road maintenance. Supervisor Ostendorf asked whether an 

SSD was necessary or if the township could just assess the property 

owners. Resident Peters asked if the SSD could be dissolved after the 

initial project was completed. Residents have concerns about the SSD 

Process. Also, the SSD Process requires a 60 day waiting period after a 

hearing, so it probably is not possible to complete the tarring project until 

next year. The costs may go up if the project is put off until 2024. Most of 

the property owners have agreed to the cost of the project but if the project 

costs more, this amount will change. Supervisor Ostendorf asked Resident 

Peters how many residents will want the charge to be added to their taxes 

versus paying the cost up front. He stated that approximately half will 

want the cost to be assessed through their taxes. Supervisor Carstens also 

asked whether there was any process that needed to be followed to do the 

project and assess, without doing the SSD. The motion failed due to lack 

of votes. Clerk Bauer will contact Attorney Gilchrist to discuss with him 

whether the SSD can be dissolved after the project is done and whether 

there is another process that can be followed so that the project can still be 

completed this year. She will report back at the September meeting. 

 

d. Update On Conditional Use Permits For Thull Gravel Pit and Central 

Specialties Gravel Pit – Supervisor Ostendorf stated that he has not heard 

back yet from Todd County regarding these permits. He will reach out 

again to Jamie Christenson. 

 

e. Update Regarding Meeting Recordings and Furniture for the Town Hall – 

Clerk Bauer has found an option for recording the monthly board meetings 

through YouTube. She will be able to start recording meetings next month 

at the September 2023 meeting. Also, she has reached out to a number of 

furniture contractors and have asked them to send brochures for the Board 

to review. Clerk Bauer will share this with the Board when she receives 

furniture information. 

 

f. County and Township Map Book – Supervisor Bebus handed out a draft 

Birchdale Township map book. He asked everyone to review the maps for 

errors or corrections. Culverts are marked on the maps. If there are 

corrections, it will cost $1.00 for each page. The map books are $92.00 for 

6 copies. Treasurer VanHavermaet asked if another book could be ordered 

but with loose leaf pages that can be laminated, for copying. Supervisor 

Bebus will check to see if he can also order a book like this. 

 

10. New Business 



 

a. Clerk Bauer stated that she did not receive any snow plowing quotes from 

either Mayers Inc. or Herdering Inc. Mr. Herdering, who was in 

attendance at the meeting, stated that he did not turn in a quote because he 

is short 3 employees and he was not comfortable that he could complete 

the work when needed. He is trying to hire 3 more employees. Supervisor 

Ahrens asked if Mr. Herdering could possibly turn in a quote at the 

September 2023 meeting and he stated that he thought he could. In the 

meantime, the Supervisors will contact other contractors who either could 

do the work or could assist with the work. The supervisors will contact 

Clerk Bauer with names of contractors for her to send a quote out to. She 

will also send out another quote to Mr. Herdering and the Board will 

award the snow plowing quote at the September, 2023 meeting. 

 

b. Arvig Communications Requesting Approval to Lay Fiber Under 241st 

Avenue – Clerk Bauer was contacted by Monica Braun, the Permitting 

Technician for Compass Consultants who is working with Arvig 

Communications. Arvig is requesting to install fiber under a small portion 

of 241st Avenue. They are requesting verbal approval from the township 

board to proceed with the fiber install. The Board approved and Clerk 

Bauer will inform Ms. Braun. 

 

c. Fire Extinguisher Check – Supervisor Ostendorf will contact a vendor to 

do the yearly fire extinguisher check. 

 

d. Minnesota Department of Agriculture Accepting Noxious Weed & 

Invasive Plant Grant – Clerk Bauer presented information regarding the 

noxious weed and invasive plant grant from the Minnesota Department of 

Agriculture. Two years, Birchdale Township received $5,000.00 from the 

same grant. Clerk Bauer is seeking direction from the Board as to whether 

she should apply for the grant again and how much should she apply for. 

The Board directed Clerk Bauer to apply for the grant and pursue a grant 

in the amount of $8000.00. 

 

 

11. Informational Items 

 

The Board then reviewed the following informational items: 

a. Special Assessment Information Request received from: 

Main Street Title & Closings, LLC: 

1. Donald and Diane Sundquist, 10150 Almond Drive, Grey 

Eagle, MN 

2. Robert and Lindsay Anderson, 10238 County Road 99, 

Sauk Centre, MN 

3. Joseph and Jessica Floyd and Daniel and Megan Roberg, 

21377 Alder Lane, Sauk Centre, MN 



b. Special Assessment Information Request received from: 

Stearns County Abstract & Title Company 

Jeffry Zenzen, 23404 State 28, Sauk Centre, MN 

 

Clerk Bauer responded to all of the assessment requests that there were no 

levied or pending assessment from Birchdale Township. She also reported 

that Alder Lane is not a township road. 

 

c. Notice From the Minnesota Department of Revenue of the amount of 2024 

Town Aid to be received by Birchdale Township. The amount will be 

$3478.00. In 2023, Birchdale Township received $4980.00. The amount of 

aid that the town receives is based on its 

o Ratio of adjusted net capacity of agricultural property to adjusted 

net tax capacity of all other property and 

o Total land and water acreage and 

o Population 

o Town Aid is paid to towns in two equal installments in the year 

after it was certified. The first half is paid on July 20th and the 

second half is paid on December 26th. Town Aid was created by 

the 2013 Legislature and first paid in 2014. 

12. Officers Comments  

a. Supervisor Carstens stated he will not be in attendance at the September 

26th, 2023 meeting.  

b. Mr. Herdering stated that if we get rain, he will be able to complete 

blading on the gravel roads. 

 

13. Adjournment 

With no further business, a motion was made by Supervisor Bebus, seconded by 

Supervisor Berscheid, and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 9:50 

p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

  

_______________________ 

Jackie Bauer 

Birchdale Township Clerk  


