BIRCHDALE TOWNSHIP
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
Tuesday, August 31, 2021 —8:00 P.M.

Call to Order/ Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call

Chair Jim Carstens called to order the regular meeting of the Birchdale Township
Board at 8:00 p.m. on Tuesday, August 31, 2021 at the Birchdale Town Hall. The
Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Present were Supervisors Dale Ahrens, Jim
Carstens, Joe Ostendorf, Arnie Berscheid, Larry Bebus, Treasurer Marlene
VanHavermaet and Clerk Jackie Bauer. Also in attendance was Erv Herdering
from Herdering Inc. and Bart from MBC Drainage.

. Approval of Agenda

A motion was made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by Supervisor Bebus and
unanimously carried to approve the agenda as amended.

. Approval of Minutes

A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid seconded by Supervisor Ostendorf,
and unanimously carried to approve the July 27, 2021 regular Meeting minutes.

. Approval of Treasurer’s Report

Treasurer VanHavermaet presented the August Treasurer’s Report. Two large
deposits have now come in; May settlement funds in the amount of $79,434.89
and Rescue Recovery Funds (COVID federal monies) in the amount of
$45,554.25. A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by
Supervisor Ostendorf and unanimously carried to accept the Treasurer’s Report.

. Approval of Bills

Next presented was the list of bills for the month of August to be considered for
payment. A motion was made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by Supervisor
Bebus and unanimously carried to approve payment of the bills in the amount of
$9,276.41 (See attached list of bills).

. Resident’s Comments

a. None.

Reports/Requests/Presentations

. Township Road Report




a.

Angler Drive Culvert — Supervisor Bebus gave on an update on the
clearing of the Angler Drive Culvert. Erv Herdering came out and used a
jetter to clear out the culvert. The Board discussed how to continue to
maintain the culvert as grasses and cattails continue to grow around it.
Possibly the Board could look at some type of a long extender pole to keep
it cleared out. Supervisor Bebus also suggested that in the fall, it may be
helpful to have a road sweeper come through and clean out the gutters
along Angler Drive. Erv Herdering does have a brush for his equipment
and could possibly do this. For now, no action was taken but the culvert
will be monitored to make sure it stays cleared.

Township Storage Facility — Supervisor Berscheid stated that the storage
facility has now been moved in and set in place. The Supervisors are
moving some of the equipment from the Town Hall into the storage
facility such as extra chairs, road signs, road electronic equipment and
safety equipment. This will create more room in the town hall.

Treasurer VanHavermaet noticed that the speed signs did not seem to be
working correctly along Angler Drive. Supervisor Bebus and Supervisor
Berscheid stated that it may have been due to the storm that came through
but they will check them to make sure they are working properly.

9. Unfinished Business

a.

Township Technology Update — Supervisor Ostendorf updated the Board
regarding new technology being installed in the town hall. The internet
wiring line has been installed and activated. The next step will be to
purchase the tele-conferencing equipment so that meetings can be live-
streamed. The total cost of the equipment has increased a small amount
and will now cost between $5500.00 and $6500.00 total. Supervisor
Ostendorf stated that once the equipment is installed, a guest sign-in for
internet may need to be created for security.

10. New Business

a.

Insurance Coverage for New Shed and Contents — Clerk Bauer stated that
she informed Minnesota Association of Townships to go ahead and
increase coverage for the new storage shed for the township. MAT is also
asking about adding additional coverage for any property located within
the shed. Currently there is a $2000.00 blanket policy for property. The
Board did not wish to increase this amount but did state that when the new
technology is installed in the town hall, that coverage should be added to
cover this equipment. Clerk Bauer will contact MAT and inform them of
this.



b. Chair Carstens then opened the sealed quote received for Snow Plowing
for the 2021-2022 Season. The quote was from Herdering, Inc. and
included the following:

o Single Axel Truck with Snowplow - $105.00
o Tandem Axel Truck with Snowplow Equipment - $105.00/Hour

The quote information had also been sent to Mayers, Inc. Melrose, MN;
however a quote was not received. A motion was made by Supervisor
Ostendorf, seconded by Supervisor Ahrens, and unanimously carried
accepting the quote and awarding the work to Herdering, Inc.

c. Fire Extinguisher Check — Supervisor Ostendorf will contact Summit to
have the fire extinguisher checked.

d. Local Road Improvement Program Grants — Clerk Bauer read an article in
the Township Insider regarding a MN-DOT Grant Program called Local
Road Improvement Program. She has followed up with the contact in the
article to find out more information and whether there might be grant
monies available through this program for road improvement costs. She
will report back to the Board once she receives a response.

e. Minimum Maintenance Roads — Supervisor Ostendorf stated that the
minimum maintenance roads in Birchdale Township are in pretty rough
shape. He went out to review the roads along with Erv Herdering and Bart
from MBC Drainage. Currently the Township has 3 Minimum
Maintenance Roads totaling approximately 3.5 miles. All three roads have
trees and branches growing into the road. The road itself is full of holes
and covered in some spots with water. Bart has provided estimates of what
the repairs might cost for the three roads. He has also reached out to the
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources to see if they have funds
available to cost-share for these roads. The roads lead to hunting land so it
is especially important that if the Board chooses to repair these roads, that
it be done before hunting season begins. Supervisor Ostendorf, Erv
Herdering and Bart explained that repairs could include going through
with a wood mulcher and cutting a swatch down the road, then mulching
the road to get a crown created so that water runs off.

Supervisor Carstens stated that if we aren’t fixing either one or all of the
roads, that the barricades should be put in place so that the roads cannot be
used. There have not been any complaints from residents about the roads.
Supervisor Ostendorf will reach out to the DNR representative that Bart
has been speaking with to encourage their assistance in funding the repairs
for the roads. But he recommends that all three roads be repaired at this
time. He feels that it could be a safety issue if residents are trying to access
the roads and the longer we wait to do the repairs, the worse they will
become. The total cost of the work is approximately $43,000.00. Treasurer



12.

13.

VanHavermaet and Clerk Bauer stated that there are enough funds
available to cover this cost.

A motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded by Supervisor
Carstens and unanimously carried to approve repairing all three of the
minimum maintenance roads in the township.

11. Informational ltems

The Board then reviewed the following informational items:

a. Special Assessment Information Request received from:
Home Town Title, LLC for:
1. 23623 County 2, Sauk Centre, MN — Clerk Bauer informed
that there are no pending assessments from Birchdale
Township.
b. Special Assessment Information Request received from:
Main Street Title & Closings LLC for:
1. Keith and Anne Fischer, 28035 County 2, Grey Eagle, MN
2. Gregory and Amanda Thooft, 11162 251% Avenue, Sauk
Centre, MN
3. William Lankik, 11005 Alcott Drive, Sauk Centre, MN —
4. Joshua and Nicole Ainali, 11048 Alcott Drive, Sauk
Centre, MN —
Clerk Bauer informed that there are no pending
assessments from Birchdale Township.

Officers Comments
a. Supervisor Ostendorf mentioned to Erv Herdering that there are some
wash-outs on a few roads after the storm including road by Diamond
Point. Erv will check this and make the repairs.

b. Supervisor Berscheid asked if road ditch mowing should be done again.
Supervisor Ahrens stated that Carrs is coming back to do some touch-up
spraying so mowing should wait and be done after the spraying is
complete.

Adjournment
With no further business, a motion was made by Supervisor Bebus, seconded by

Supervisor Ahrens, and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 9:05 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Jackie Bauer
Birchdale Township Clerk



