BIRCHDALE TOWNSHIP
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
TUESDAY, September 24, 2024 — 8:00 P.M.

Call to Order/ Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call

Chair Jim Carstens called to order the regular meeting of the Birchdale Township
Board at 8:00 p.m. on Tuesday, September 24, 2024 at the Birchdale Town Hall.
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Present were Supervisors Jim Carstens,
Dale Ahrens, Arnie Berscheid, Joe Ostendorf, Larry Bebus, Treasurer Marlene
VanHavermaet and Clerk Jackie Bauer. Also in attendance was Erv Herdering,
Jeff Mayer, John Florin and Eric Peterson.

. Approval of Agenda

A motion was made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by Supervisor Ostendorf and
unanimously carried to approve the agenda as amended.

. Approval of Minutes

A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Ahrens,
and unanimously carried to approve the August 27, 2024 Regular Meeting
minutes.

. Approval of Treasurer’s Report

Treasurer VanHavermaet presented the September Treasurer’s Report. A motion
was made by Supervisor Bebus, seconded by Supervisor Berscheid and
unanimously carried to accept the Treasurer’s Report.

. Approval of Bills

Next presented was the list of bills for the month of September to be considered
for payment. A motion was made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by Supervisor
Ostendorf and unanimously carried to approve payment of the bills in the amount
of $30, 310.47. (See attached list of bills).

. Resident’s Comments

a. None.

Reports/Requests/Presentations

a. None.



8. Township Road Report

a. Alcott Drive Reclaiming Project — Supervisor Ostendorf updated the
Board regarding Alcott Drive. He stated that Tracy from Widseth
Engineering continues to work with him regarding developing
specifications for Alcott Drive. The engineer viewed all culverts utilizing
a camera. Supervisor Ahrens also spoke with Tracy after he viewed the
culverts on the north end where there have been issues with water draining
into residents’ yards. Tracy recommended that 18 culverts be used on two
different driveway approaches. Resident Ricky Tabatt is willing to put
these culverts in. Currently there are 12” culverts installed. The culverts
will also be cleaned out and enlarged. Both the engineering and MBC
Drainage recommended that rip-rap or granite rock be put down to slow
the water down. Supervisor Bebus questioned whether Soil & Water might
be able to assist with funding. Bart with MBC Drainage stated that a grate
will also be laid. Supervisor Ahrens stated that it will be installed so that it
is easy to mow around. Supervisor Ostendorf stated that our Culvert
Policy requires galvanized steel culverts but maybe in this case, we could
make an exception and approve using a plastic. Plastic culverts are less
expensive and the plastic is more durable than in the past. A single-wall
plastic or a dual-wall plastic in gray or black color culvert is available.
Dual-wall plastic costs $15/foot whereas steel culverts are $30/foot. The
plastic are actually made with fiberglass-resin. Supervisor Ostendorf
stated there are at least 10 plastic culverts used along Alcott Drive.
Possibly the Board should re-visit our Culvert Policy and change the
requirements for a galvanized steel culvert to using both the steel and a
dual-wall plastic. Todd County Engineering is using dual-plastic culverts
in some situations.

A motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded by Supervisor
Berscheid and unanimously approved to update the Birchdale Township
Culvert Policy to include being able to use Single or Dual-Wall Plastic
Culverts and galvanized steel culverts in Birchdale Township.

Also, on the south end of Alcott Drive, there are 3 culverts failing. Bart
from MBC Drainage did view the culverts and one of the culverts
especially is in poor shape. Supervisor Ostendorf and Supervisor
Berscheid felt that this culvert should also be repaired if the north end
culverts are going to be repaired.

Supervisor Ostendorf also received a call from Resident Kimes who lives
along Alcott Drive asking about installing an approach and culvert. llgen
Excavating installed the culvert and it looks good.

Supervisor Ahrens stated that Resident Ricky Tabatt has two different
approaches going into his property and Supervisor Ahrens stated that he



feels that Ricky should pay for both of the culverts for his approaches and
then the Township can cover the repair cost. Supervisor Carstens agreed
with this and stated that we should share with Resident Tabatt that the
Township is just paying for fixing the road right-of-way only.

Finally, Tracy from Widseth spoke further with Supervisor Ostendorf
about the road. He stated that other options to repair the road that wouldn’t
cost as much would be to overlay the road but with just laying tar over the
road, you won’t know for sure how long the road will last. If you fix the
problem areas right now and then tar next year, you could possibly get 8 to
10 more years. Supervisor Ostendorf asked Tracy from Widseth to come
up with a few different options for repairing Alcott that can be presented
to the Board at the next meeting. Supervisor Berscheid stated that the
problem areas along Alcott need to be repaired ASAP.

Tracy from Widseth stated that there are approximately 5 problem areas
along Alcott. This coming Monday, Supervisor Ostendorf will meet with
Tracy so that he can do some sample borings in the problem areas to see
how deep they go. He will put together a narrative report for the Board.
MBC Drainage felt they could do the repairs yet this fall. Supervisor
Ostendorf stated that the cost could be anywhere from $30,000.00 to
$60,000.00 to do the repairs. These amounts could change once Tracy
does the soil borings.

Supervisor Carstens asked Clerk Bauer whether bond (borrowed) funds
could be used for repairs that have already been done? Clerk Bauer
believes they can but she will clarify this.

A motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded by Supervisor
Ahrens and unanimously accepted to repair the north and south end
culverts that are in poor shape, this fall yet.

. Westin VanHavermaet, who mows the lawn at the town hall, stopped by
during the meeting. The Board asked Westin to continue mowing through
the month of October.

. Aldrin Loop — Clerk Bauer stated that she had contacted Township

Attorney Troy Gilchrist to ask if a Subordinate Service District could be
set up in order for the Township to assess residents who live along Aldrin
Loop for expenses to bring the road up to specifications so that the
Township can take over the road. Weed spraying could also be assessed
through the Subordinate Service District (SSD). Supervisor Ahrens stated
that there is a lot of Spotted Knapweed along Aldrin Loop and that it
would cost approximately $1200.00 to eradicate. Supervisor Ahrens has
spoken with some of the residents along Aldrin Loop and not all are in
favor of having to pay for weed spraying or road repair. There are also a



few developer-owned lots along Aldrin Loop so the Developer would be
responsible for paying costs assessed through the SSD for each lot. The
residents along Aldrin Loop are mainly concerned with having the
township plow their road.

County Engineer Loren Fellbaum did review the road and feels that it is in
good shape and does not need any additional repair. Supervisor Ahrens
feels that it does need some graveling and weed spraying done. He does
not feel the road is up to township standards. Supervisor Ahrens asked
Contractor Erv Herdering, who was in attendance, how much gravel
would cost and he stated 1" of gravel would be $4950.00. With the weed
spraying of $1200.00, the total cost of repair would be $6150.00 or about
$770.00 each resident including the 5 empty lots (developer responsible
for). Supervisor Carstens questioned whether the road really needed the
gravel if the county engineer didn’t feel it was necessary. He especially
felt that the weed spraying should not be the responsibility of the
residents.

A motion was made by Supervisor Carstens and seconded by Supervisor
Ostendorf to agree to take over Aldrin Loop if residents are able to pay for
the $4950.00 in graveling cost. All Supervisors in favor, Supervisor
Ahrens Opposed, motion carried.

9. Unfinished Business

a. Ambling Trail Tarring Project SSD Assessments — Clerk Bauer stated that
all residents along Ambling Trail, have paid their assessments except for
three residents: Randy and Carolyn Koglin, Douglas and Kimberly Evans
and Gerald and Lisa Rush.

10. New Business

a. Seek Proposals for Snow Removal at Town Hall - (Copy of proposed
Snow Plowing of Town Hall quote information and proposed quote form
is attached). The Board to:

o Review the information and make any recommended changes.

o Consider action on approving the quote information and quote form
and authorizing seeking sealed quotes until 8:00 p.m. on Tuesday,
October 29, 2024 at which time the quotes will be opened.

o Direct the Clerk to send the quote information and quote form to at
least two individuals. In 2023, the information was sent to Lonnie
Ritter and Chad Frieler. Only one quote was received from Mr. Ritter.

o Direct the Clerk to post the quote information and quote form on the
Township website and Town Hall bulletin board.



o A motion was made by Supervisor Bebus, seconded by Supervisor
Ahrens and unanimously approved sending the Proposal For Snow
Removal Quote Form to Chad Frieler and Lonnie Ritter.

b. Resolution No. 2024-09, Resolution Appointing Judges for the General
Election — A motion was made by Supervisor Bebus, seconded by
Supervisor Ostendorf and unanimously approved to adopt Resolution No.
2024-09, Resolution Appointing Judges for the General Election. Judges
for the General Election to be held on November 5", 2024 include: Jackie
Bauer, Marlene VanHavermaet, Mary Johnson, Cathy Lensing, Sharon
Cross, Todd Dilley, Dora Wiegers and Daniel Roberg.

c. Resolution No. 2024-10, Resolution Re-Adopting Snow and Ice Control
Policy for Birchdale Township and Policy Review and Update Snow and
Ice Control Policy - See attached proposed resolution and policy. The
Boar reviewed the Snow and Ice Control Policy and consider any possible
changes. Clerk Bauer reviewed the Policy and recommends no changes.
The proposed Resolution is the same as the one approved for 2023. A
motion was made by Supervisor Carstens, seconded by Supervisor
Berscheid and unanimously approved to adopt Resolution No. 2024-10,
Resolution Re-Adopting Snow and Ice Control Policy for Birchdale
Township.

d. MDA Noxious Weed & Invasive Plant Grants — Clerk Bauer reported on
the MDA Noxious Weed & Invasive Plant Grant. The deadline for the
grant is October 23, 2024 and the maximum amount to apply for is
$150,000.00. Clerk Bauer asked the Board whether she should apply for
the grant and what amount to apply for. The Board asked Clerk Bauer to
apply for the full amount of grant.

11. Informational ltems

The Board then reviewed the following informational items:

a. Noticed Received from Tyler V. Hennepin County Class Action
Settlement — Clerk Bauer presented correspondence received regarding a
class action lawsuit titled Tyler Versus Hennepin County which states that
former owners and lienholders of Minnesota property that was forfeited
for non-payment of property taxes may be eligible to collect compensation
under the proposed settlement currently pending in Ramsey County
District Court. Under the terms of the settlement, former owners and
lienholders may file a claim online at the Settlement website prior to June
6, 2025. The Board directed Clerk Bauer to file an online claim on the
website.



b. Clerk Bauer shared an email from Mike Wisniewski, Todd County EMS
Directed, asking that the township post a news release regarding the Todd
County Hazard Mitigation Plan on their website per FEMA requirements.
Clerk Bauer will do this.

12. Officers Comments
a. Supervisor Ahrens and Supervisor Berscheid met with Deja Anton from
Todd County Soil & Water regarding the water issues along Almond
Drive. Once the leaves are gone and the crops are off, they will take a
closer look at the road.

Supervisor Ahrens stated that there were glass clippings dumped along
Almond Drive. Supervisor Bebus spoke to a resident who was dumping
grass clippings and asked him not to do this. Supervisor Ahrens put up a
“No Dumping” sign up.

b. Supervisor Ahrens and Carstens both attended the Planning & Zoning
Session where the Gruenes Farm was granted a permit. Supervisor
Carstens stated that County Road 90 leading to the farm will have dust
control applied to it by Todd County. Also, the lights on the farm have
been tilted down and are much better at night.

13. Adjournment
With no further business, a motion was made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by
Supervisor Berscheid, and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 9:24
p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Jackie Bauer
Birchdale Township Clerk



