
 

 

BIRCHDALE TOWNSHIP 

    REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

TUESDAY, September 26, 2023 – 8:00 P.M. 

 

 

1. Call to Order/ Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call 

 

Vice-Chair Joe Ostendorf called to order the regular meeting of the Birchdale 

Township Board at 8:00 p.m. on Tuesday, September 26, 2023 at the Birchdale 

Town Hall. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Present were Supervisors Dale 

Ahrens, Arnie Berscheid, Joe Ostendorf, Larry Bebus, Treasurer Marlene 

VanHavermaet and Clerk Jackie Bauer. Chairman Jim Carstens was absent.  Also 

in attendance was Erv Herdering and gentlemen from Rohl’s Road Maintenance. 

 

2. Approval of Agenda 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Ahrens and 

unanimously carried to approve the agenda as amended. 

 

3. Approval of Minutes 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Bebus, and 

unanimously carried to approve the August 29, 2023 Regular Meeting minutes.   

 

4. Approval of Treasurer’s Report 

 

Treasurer VanHavermaet presented the September Treasurer’s Report.  A motion 

was made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by Supervisor Berscheid and 

unanimously carried to accept the Treasurer’s Report.  

 

a. Consider Renewal of Investment that matures October 5
th

, 2023 – 

Treasurer VanHavermaet state that an investment in the amount of 

$107,357.02 will mature on October 5
th

, 2023. Treasurer VanHavermaet 

listed terms and rates for re-investing the funds in either 1
st
 State Bank or 

Minnesota National Bank in Sauk Centre or Magnify Financial in 

Melrose. Supervisor Berscheid asked whether we should possibly deposit 

the funds into our general checking account in order to maintain enough 

funds to pay for the re-tarring of Alcott Drive that will be completed yet 

this fall. Supervisor Ostendorf asked what other funds we will have 

coming in and Treasurer VanHavermaet stated that we would still be 

having roughly $80,000.00 coming in from the October 2023 settlement 

from Todd County. Supervisor Ostendorf also asked if there would be any 

more invoices coming in for tree trimming from Hoffman and Supervisor 

Berscheid stated that no, the final invoices have all come in as of this 

evening. Treasurer VanHavermaet stated that part of the funds could also 

be cashed out and a partial amount reinvested. After discussion, a motion 



 

 

as made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Bebus and 

unanimously carried to re-invest the entire amount of $107,357.02 but just 

for a  period of 6 months at a rate of 5.25% at 1
st
 State Bank. Treasurer 

VanHavermaet will do this. 

 

5. Approval of Bills 

 

Next presented was the list of bills for the month of September to be considered 

for payment.  A motion was made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by Supervisor 

Berscheid and unanimously carried to approve payment of the bills in the amount 

of $93,121.38.  (See attached list of bills).  

 

6. Resident’s Comments 

 

a. None. 

 

7. Reports/Requests/Presentations 

 

a.  None.   

 

8.  Township Road Report 
  

a. 140
th

 Street – Supervisor Ahrens was contacted by Residents Bill 

Berscheit and Jimmy Johnson. Resident Johnson would like to have the 

south side of 140
th

 Street re-shaped so that it can be mowed. The ditch has 

a lip that is v-shaped and the residents are hoping to have this leveled off. 

Resident Johnson is willing to donate the dirt for the project if the 

township can pay for the work to have it done. The cost would be 

approximately $1200.00 if Chad Twardowski would do the work. 

Supervisor Ostendorf stated that the township has spent this much in just 

trimming the trees along this area and this would ensure that this clean-up 

area would continue to be mowed and maintained properly. He feels that 

for the cost, it would be worth it to have it leveled for proper mowing. 

There are stumps left behind from the trimming and Supervisor Ostendorf 

asked whether Hoffman should come out and try to remove the stumps but 

Supervisor Ahrens felt this might get pretty expensive. Supervisor 

Ostendorf will go out to the area and level off any stumps himself that 

need to be done so that Mr. Twardowski can come in and do the dirt work. 

A motion was made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by Supervisor 

Berscheid and unanimously carried to authorize Chad Twadrowski at a 

cost of $1200.00 to level off the ditch area along 140
th

 Street. 

 

9. Unfinished Business 

 

a. Ambling Trail Tarring Project – Clerk Bauer reported that she has been in 

contact with Township Attorney Gilchrist regarding Ambling Trail. 



 

 

Because there is a 60 day notification period after the township holds an 

open hearing to consider a resolution to establish a Subordinate Service 

District (SSD), the tarring of Ambling Trail cannot be completed this Fall. 

A Subordinate Service District would include all of the property owners 

along Ambling Trail and would allow the township to assess the property 

owners for the cost of tarring Ambling Trail. Attorney Gilchrist stated that 

if the township decides to go forward with establishing the SSD, then two 

new quotes for the tarring work would have to be requested and then the 

work could proceed in the spring of 2024. Clerk Bauer also offered dates 

for holding the hearing so that Attorney Gilchrist can be attendance and 

there is enough lead time to publish the date of the hearing in the Sauk 

Herald and Long Prairie Leader newpapers as well as letters sent to all of 

the property owners. The Board set the Hearing Date to Consider a 

Resolution To Establish a SSD for the purposes of assessment for tarring 

Ambling Trail on Wednesday, October 25
th

 at 7:00 PM at the 

Birchdale Town Hall. Clerk Bauer will notify Attorney Gilchrist of this 

date and so that he can prepare the retired Notices for publishing in the 

township newspapers and notice letters sent to the property owners along 

Ambling Trail. 

 

b. Open Snowplowing Quotes and Take Action - At the Board’s August 29, 

2023 meeting, no quotes for snowplowing were received. Mr. Herdering 

who was in attendance at the meeting, stated that he currently did not have 

enough employees to do the work so he did not put in a quote. He was 

going to try and hire additional employees and put in a snowplowing quote 

at the September meeting. Also, Supervisors were going to contact other 

contractors to see if they wished to also put in a quote to assist Mr. 

Herdering with snowplowing for Birchdale Township this season. The 

Board to: 

1. Open the sealed quotes received. 

2. Consider action on awarding the quote. 

3. Direct the Clerk to notify the company that was awarded the quote. 

 

Three quotes were received from:  Craig Tschida, Erv Herdering and 

Rohl’s Road Maintenance. Supervisor Ahrens asked Mr. Herdering, who 

was in attendance, if he had spoken with Craig Tschida and he said he has. 

He stated that Mr. Tschida has agreed to help Erv Herdering with the 

plowing. Mr. Tschida would not do any sanding, just get the roads opened 

after it snowed. Mr. Tschida could especially focus on Angler Drive, 

Alfalfa Drive and Apple Trail. Supervisor Ahrens asked Erv, if he was 

awarded the quote and with Mr. Tschida’s assistance, could he complete 

snow plowing for the township properly and Mr. Herdering stated that he 

could. Supervisor Ostendorf, asked Rohl’s Road Maintenance, who were 

in attendance, where they were based and they stated, Osakis, Minnesota. 

He stated they were just starting up their business. They will also be able 

to eventually do dust control and ditch mowing. He stated they have a 



 

 

shed, three employees and 2 plow trucks currently. They could handle a 

small amount of plowing at this time. They are in the process of getting 

their insurance coverage. Supervisor Berscheid asked them if they would 

be open to being contacted by Birchdale Township in case snow plowing 

assistance was ever needed and they stated they would. 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Bebus, seconded by Supervisor 

Berscheided and unanimously carried to award the township snow 

plowing quote to Mr. Erv Herdering and Mr. Craig Tschida. Both 

companies can turn in a bill to the township when they do work. Mr. 

Herdering will take the lead in plowing and will work with Mr. Tschida to 

assist him when needed. 

 

c. Update on Alcott Drive Tarring (Microsealing) Project – Supervisor 

Berscheid stated that he spoke with Joe Riley Construction and they will 

complete the Alcott Drive Microsealing Project around October 1
st
, 2023. 

Shouldering can then be done along the road.  

 

d. Supervisor Ostendorf stated that he spoke with Todd County to verify that 

Thull and Central Specialties that utilize the gravel pits along 110
th

 and 

225
th

 Avenues, did complete a permit that states they will agree to 

maintain the roads if they cause any damage. So, in the future, if there is 

any damage or excess wear caused by these trucks, the township should 

require the companies using the gravel pits to repair 110
th

 and 225
th

 

Avenues. 

 

e. Brush Clearing/Tree Trimming Update – Supervisor Ostendorf stated that 

after 4 years of brush clearing and tree trimming in Birchdale Township, 

the work is complete. MBS Drainage has turned in their last invoice and 

stated that we should let them know if there is any clean-up work that still 

needs to be done. There is some small clean-up work that Central 

Specialties needs to do and Supervisor Ostendorf will contact them to ask 

that this be done in the spring. There is a change in leadership at Central 

Specialties so Supervisor Ostendorf will determine who to contact. 

 

 

10. New Business 

 

a. Seek Proposals for Snow Removal at Town Hall - (Copy of proposed 

Snow Plowing of Town Hall quote information and proposed quote form 

is attached). The Board to: 

o Review the information and make any recommended changes. 

o Consider action on approving the quote information and quote form 

and authorizing seeking sealed quotes until 8:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 

October 31, 2023 at which time the quotes will be opened.  



 

 

o Direct the Clerk to send the quote information and quote form to at 

least two individuals. In 2022, the information was sent to Lonnie 

Ritter and Chad Frieler. Only one quote was received from Mr. Ritter.   

o Direct the Clerk to post the quote information and quote form on the 

Township website and Town Hall bulletin board. 

o A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor 

Ahrens and unanimously approved sending the Proposal For Snow 

Removal Quote Form to Chad Frieler and Lonnie Ritter. 

 

b. Resolution No. 2023-08, Resolution Re-Adopting Snow and Ice Control 

Policy for Birchdale Township and Policy Review and Update Snow and 

Ice Control Policy - See attached proposed resolution and policy. The 

Board to review the Snow and Ice Control Policy and consider any 

possible changes. Clerk Bauer reviewed the Policy recommends no 

changes. The proposed Resolution is the same as the one approved for 

2022. A motion was made by Supervisor Bebus, seconded by Supervisor 

Berscheid and unanimously approved to adopt Resolution No. 2023-08, 

Resolution Re-Adopting Snow and Ice Control Policy for Birchdale 

Township. 

 

c. New Lighting for Town Hall – Supervisor Berscheid spoke with Freeport 

Electric and they are able to retrofit the lighting in the townhall with LED 

lighting for $500.00. They will also work with the lighting in the voting 

booths. The current lighting in the town hall is failing. 

 

11. Informational Items 

 

The Board then reviewed the following informational items: 

 

a. Correspondence Received From Todd County Auditor/Treasurer’s Office 

– Clerk Bauer to present correspondence received from the Todd County 

Auditor/Treasurer’s Office regarding 3 upcoming Election Judge Training 

Opportunities. First, 2023 Electronic Roster (Pollpad) Training. This 

training is for all judges who may serve as a roster judge or may use the 

electronic pollpads during elections and would like training on the use of 

the pollpad. Judges who have had the training previously are also welcome 

to attend for a refresher. 

 

Second, there will be basic election judge training online offered in June 

2024. This training is for persons to become certified as an Election Judge. 

Election Judge Certified is good for two years so judges need to repeat this 

training every two years. 

 

Finally, Presidential Nomination Primary (PNP) Training will be offered 

in January or February of 2024. This course is required for all election 



 

 

judges that will be serving at the March 5
th

, 2024 Presidential Nomination 

Primary. 

 

b. Quote Received From CDW for two laptops and a color, wireless printer – 

Clerk Bauer presented a quote confirmation received from CDW. CDW is 

a preferred vendor through Sourcewell, the organization that Birchdale 

Township received a grant. Clerk Bauer has a number of furniture 

brochures that she has sent onto the rest of the Board. The Board asked 

Clerk Bauer and Treasurer VanHavermaet to go ahead and determine 

which type of laptop and wireless printer they would like to order. The 

Board also asked Clerk Bauer to narrow the furniture vendor to one and 

then bring options for their furniture recommendation to the next meeting. 

Clerk Bauer will do this. 

 

12.  Officers Comments  

 

 

13. Adjournment 

 

With no further business, a motion was made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by 

Supervisor Berscheid, and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 9:17 

p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

  

_______________________ 

Jackie Bauer 

Birchdale Township Clerk  


