
 

 

BIRCHDALE TOWNSHIP 

    REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

TUESDAY, September 28, 2021 – 8:00 P.M. 

 

 

1. Call to Order/ Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call 

 

Chair Jim Carstens called to order the regular meeting of the Birchdale Township 

Board at 8:00 p.m. on Tuesday, September 28, 2021 at the Birchdale Town Hall. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Present were Supervisors Jim Carstens, 

Dale Ahrens, Arnie Berscheid, Joe Ostendorf, Larry Bebus, Treasurer Marlene 

VanHavermaet and Clerk Jackie Bauer.  Also in attendance were Erv Herdering . 

  

2. Approval of Agenda 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Bebus, seconded by Supervisor Berscheid and 

unanimously carried to approve the agenda. 

 

3. Approval of Minutes 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded by Supervisor Berscheid, 

and unanimously carried to approve the August 31, 2021 Regular Meeting 

minutes.   

 

4. Approval of Treasurer’s Report 

 

Treasurer VanHavermaet presented the September Treasurer’s Report.  A motion 

was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Ahrens and 

unanimously carried to accept the Treasurer’s Report.  

 

a. Consider Renewal of Investment that matures October 5
th

, 2021 – 

Treasurer VanHavermaet state that an investment in the amount of 

$105,975.11 will mature on October 5
th

, 2021. A motion was made by 

Supervisor Bebus, seconded by Supervisor Ahrens and unanimously 

carried authorizing Treasurer VanHavermaet to roll this investment over 

for another 12 months at the highest rate she is able to find. 

 

5. Approval of Bills 

 

Next presented was the list of bills for the month of September to be considered 

for payment.  A motion was made by Supervisor Bebus, seconded by Supervisor 

Ahrens and unanimously carried to approve payment of the bills in the amount of 

$16,741.31 (See attached list of bills).  

 

6. Resident’s Comments 

 



 

 

a. None. 

 

7. Reports/Requests/Presentations 

 

a.  None.   

 

8.  Township Road Report 
  

a. Minimum Maintenance Roads (253
rd

 and 130
th

 Street) – Supervisor 

Ostendorf gave an update on the repair of the Minimum Maintenance 

Roads.  After last month’s meeting, Supervisor Ostendorf spoke further 

with a Representative from the Minnesota DNR hoping to seek assistance 

with repairing the minimum maintenance roads in Birchdale Township. 

But, the DNR is not able to assist except to possibly have someone come 

out with some light equipment. Birchdale Township has not received any 

complaints from residents about the minimum maintenance roads but they 

are in pretty bad shape. Supervisor Ostendorf recommends that the 

township should possibly pause before repairing any of the roads and look 

into options for possible assistance with funding the repairs such as a 

grant. The DNR recommended that the township partner with an engineer 

and possibly pursue grant assistance through the Minnesota State Park 

Road Account. Bart from MBC Drainage did come out and do about 6 

hours of work draining water from one of the roads but otherwise, 

Supervisor Ostendorf has asked Erv Herdering and MBC Drainage to hold 

off on any other repair work. The Board discussed that the township may 

want to develop a road standards policy for the minimum maintenance 

roads. Also, if the township would be awarded any grant funds from the 

State Park Road Account Grant, then the roads would be repaired to the 

extent where they would no longer be considered minimum maintenance. 

Both Supervisor Ostendorf and Supervisor Carstens stated that the 

township may want to add a gate at the end of the minimum maintenance 

roads so that the roads can be closed for safety reasons.  

 

Supervisor Ahrens stated that one of the barricades for the minimum 

maintenance roads had been removed by a residence and was later found 

in a different location. Clerk Bauer stated that she had been in contact with 

the Minnesota Association of Townships and they stated that removing 

these barricades is considered theft and the Township could contact the 

Sheriff’s Department to report this. Using a gate would also possibly 

resolve situations like this from happening. 

 

Clerk Bauer and Supervisor Ostendorf will contact Todd County Engineer 

Loren Fellbaum and with his assistance, check into the Minnesota State 

Park Road Account Grant, such as when is the grant application open and 

what would be needed to apply. No further repairs will be completed on 

the minimum maintenance roads at this time. 



 

 

 

241
st
 Avenue Brush Cleaning Work – Supervisor Berscheid was contacted 

by a resident who lives along 241
st
 Avenue asking that no brushing work 

be done by his residence. Otherwise, the rest of the road will have 

brushing completed. 

 

b. Angler Drive Blinking Speed Signs – Supervisor Bebus stated that one of 

the blinking speed signs along Angler Drive is not working again. He 

stated that he contacted the company, Traffic Calm (located in Idaho) and 

it will cost $2,279.00 for a new replacement sign. The Township could 

instead choose to post a blinking Pedestrian Crossing sign which would 

cost $1,287.00 plus an additional $1,435.00 for batteries. Supervisor 

Bebus recommends that the Board wait until Spring and then make a 

determination as to which type of sign they might want to post. It is 

difficult to tell if the blinking speed sign has really made a difference 

slowing traffic down. So, before purchasing a new sign, the Board would 

like to take some time and determine what to purchase as a replacement. 

 

 

9. Unfinished Business 

 

a.  None. 

 

10. New Business 

 

a. Seek Proposals for Snow Removal at Town Hall - (Copy of proposed 

Snow Plowing of Town Hall quote information and proposed quote form 

is attached). The Board to: 

o Review the information and make any recommended changes. 

o Consider action on approving the quote information and quote form 

and authorizing seeking sealed quotes until 8:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 

October 26, 2021 at which time the quotes will be opened.  

o Direct the Clerk to send the quote information and quote form to at 

least two individuals. In 2020, the information was sent to Lonnie 

Ritter and Mark Tschida. Only one quote was received from Mr. 

Ritter.  Supervisor Berscheid suggested that Chad Frieler be sent a 

quote form instead of Mark Tschida. 

o Direct the Clerk to post the quote information and quote form on the 

Township website and Town Hall bulletin board. 

o A motion was made by Supervisor Bebus, seconded by Supervisor 

Berscheid and unanimously approved sending the Proposal For Snow 

Removal Quote Form to Chad Frielder and Lonnie Ritter. 

 

b. Proposed Resolution No. 2021-06, Resolution Re-Adopting Snow and Ice 

Control Policy for Birchdale Township and Policy Review and Update 

Snow and Ice Control Policy - See attached proposed resolution and 



 

 

policy. The Board to review the Snow and Ice Control Policy and consider 

any possible changes. Clerk Bauer reviewed the Policy and will report on 

any recommended changes. The proposed Resolution is the same as the 

one approved for 2020. A motion was made by Supervisor Ahrens, 

seconded by Supervisor Ostendorf and unanimously approved to adopt 

Resolution No. 2021-06, Resolution Re-Adopting Snow and Ice Control 

Policy for Birchdale Township. 

 

 

11. Informational Items 

 

The Board then reviewed the following informational items: 

 

a. Correspondence received that the Todd County Officer’s Meeting was 

held on September 22
nd

, 2021 at 6:00 PM at the Clarissa Ballroom. 

 

b. Correspondence received from Meier and Larson Accounting LLC that the 

firm has added another owner, Patrick Winters. The firm’s name will 

change to Winters, Meier & Larson, LLC. 

 

c. Special Assessment Information Request from Main Street Title & 

Closings LLC regarding  

1. Ryan and Kristyna Mikkelson, Lot 11, Block 1, Saddleback 

Ridge at Paul Lake 

2. LaVonne Middendorf, James Middendorf and Myra 

Middendorf, Alcott Drive, Sauk Centre, MN 56378 

Clerk Bauer responded that there were no assessments from 

Birchdale Township and that Saddleback Ridge at Pauley 

Lake was not a township road. 

 

d. Special Assessment Information Request from Home Town Title, LLC 

regarding 

1. 11414 213
th

 Avenue, Sauk Centre, MN 

2. 12918 Bayview Drive, Sauk Centre, MN 

Clerk Bauer responded that there were no assessments from 

Birchdale Township for both of these assessment requests. 

 

12.  Officers Comments  

 

a. Clerk Bauer stated that she had been contacted by Lois at Tri County 

Abstract regarding Parcel #03-0019800 asking whether the driveway for 

this residence connects directly to Apple Trail or if a private road crosses 

it. The Board cannot say for sure but it does appear to connect directly to 

Apple Trail. 

 



 

 

b. Supervisor Carstens commented that quite a few homes are being built 

along Saddleback Ridge near Pauly Lake and the residents along this road 

may inquire about snow plowing this winter. With more residents living 

along this road, there may be a future request to have the township take 

over the upkeep of this road. 

 

c. Supervisor Berscheid stated that there are a few wash-outs on some 

township roads. He will work with Erv Herdering to have these repaired. 

 

d. Treasurer VanHavermaet asked whether there was a place for residents to 

bring brush in Todd County. The Board was not sure as some sites have 

closed because of the amount of brush brought in after the storm. Hoffman 

Tree Service is booked out 3 weeks with tree removal so there are some 

residents who are removing brush for neighbors to help out. 

 

e. Supervisor Ostendorf stated that he had a fence installed at his residence 

and the ditch is somewhat torn up. Supervisor Ostendorf will repair this 

area. 

 

13. Adjournment 

 

With no further business, a motion was made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by 

Supervisor Berscheid, and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 8:51 

p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

  

_______________________ 

Jackie Bauer 

Birchdale Township Clerk  


