BIRCHDALE TOWNSHIP
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
TUESDAY, September 30, 2025 — 7:30 P.M.

. Call to Order/ Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call

Chair Jim Carstens called to order the regular meeting of the Birchdale Township
Board at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, September 30, 2025 at the Birchdale Town Hall.
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Present were Supervisors Jim Carstens,
Dale Ahrens, Arnie Berscheid, Joe Ostendorf, Larry Bebus, Treasurer Marlene
VanHavermaet and Clerk Jackie Bauer. Also in attendance was Erv Herdering,
Jeff Mayer, Tom Sexton and Robbie Johnson.

. Approval of Agenda

A motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded by Supervisor Berscheid
and unanimously carried to approve the agenda as amended.

. Approval of Minutes

A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Bebus and
unanimously carried to approve the August 26, 2025 Regular Meeting minutes.

. Approval of Treasurer’s Report

Treasurer VanHavermaet presented the September Treasurer’s Report. A motion
was made by Supervisor Bebus, seconded by Supervisor Ahrens and unanimously
carried to accept the Treasurer’s Report.

. Approval of Bills

Next presented was the list of bills for the month of September to be considered
for payment. The bills for Alcott are now pretty much paid up. The last bill will
come in October. A motion was made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by
Supervisor Ostendorf and unanimously carried to approve payment of the bills in
the amount of $23,385.43 (See attached list of bills).

. Resident’s Comments

a. Tom Sexton, Owner of Sexton Family Cabins LLC — Mr. Sexton
presented a draft subdivision plat/survey for property on Big Birch Lake.
This submission is intended for Todd County Planning & Zoning’s
meeting on October 10, 2025. Todd County requires that residents present
such plats to the township for review and sign a document acknowledging
township approval before submission to the county. The plat is located



between Big and Little Birch Lake. He is planning to develop the property.
The Board was in support of his plan and signed the Todd County P & Z
document.

7. Reports/Requests/Presentations

a. None.

8. Township Road Report

a. Alcott Drive Reclaiming Project — Supervisor Ostendorf gave an update
on Alcott Drive. For now, work is paused until spring. There are a few
questions that the engineer has to prepare for the reclaiming project in the
spring. Also, Kandota Township has asked about coordinating with
Birchdale to also reclaim 800’ of road that falls with their township on the
west side of Alcott. There is a U-Trap and cul-de-sac as part of this
section. They would like to coordinate also with Widseth Engineering and
would pay this portion. Would the Board be supportive of this? Treasurer
VanHavermaet asked about the liability of caring for the U-Trap and
Supervisor Ostendorf stated that this would be the responsibility of
Kandota. The engineer will split out this cost in their billing.

Another question that has to be resolved in whether the Board would like
to do the safety striping. This moves an outer stripe in closer to the middle
of the road which makes drivers naturally slow down as the road appears
narrower. This also creates more space for walkers on the shoulder. There
is more cost to do this. Also the Board would need to consider whether
they want to do “bump-outs” for mailboxes. Supervisor Ahrens asked
whether he had been able to contact the US Postmaster regarding this and
Supervisor Ostendorf stated he has had difficulty reaching anyone. He did
speak with the mail delivery person and she stated that they get paid by the
stop but she wasn’t worried if the Board decided to group mailboxes.
Supervisor Ostendorf thinks we should just leave the mailboxes where
they are at for now rather than grouping them. If it becomes a safety issue
in the future, we could decide to group them. The Board was in support of
this. Resident Johnson asked if the Board would consider moving the
striping 2’ just on one side. Supervisor Ostendorf stated that the Engineer
stated it is actually a 1’ stripe on both sides. Supervisor Bebus stated that
they have the side stripes along Angler and it doesn’t seem to slow drivers
down but the Engineer from Widseth stated that the literature does support
that it does slow drivers down. The additional cost of adding the safety
striping will be $50,000.00.

Supervisor Ahrens asked whether we would require residents to purchase
a swing-arm mailbox? Both Supervisors Berscheid and Bebus felt we
should just let residents keep what they have. Supervisor Ostendorf feels



that we should make residents get them and just install them as part of the
project and charge it back to each resident. Supervisor Carstens also is in
support of this as he doesn’t think it is a big deal. Jeff Meyer, who is a
resident in attendance and lives along Alcott Drive also is in support of
requiring the swing-arm mailboxes. Supervisor Ostendorf felt that the
Board could pass a resolution requiring all of the residents to have them.
The cost of the swing-arm mailboxes are $130.00. After discussion, the
Board was in favor of requiring all residents to have a swing-arm mailbox.

The Board will hold another informational session for Alcott residents
before spring to notify the of these plans including the mailboxes.

Supervisor Ostendorf stated that he was approached by a resident along
Alcott asking whether one of the hills along Alcott could be shaped down
to give better visibility. The Board asked Supervisor Ostendorf to request
the resident attend one of the next township meetings to discuss this more.

Resident Meyer stated that for some of the repair areas, whether they
could be graded again as it is a little bumpy. Contractor Erv Herdering will

do this.

Clerk Bauer then stated that the LRIP (Local Road Improvement Program)
grant for Minnesota has opened. She reached out to Todd County Engineer
Loren Fellbaum to ask whether the Alcott Project would be an eligible
project for this grant and he stated that it would be. Clerk Bauer will begin
working with Widseth Engineering to submit the Alcott Project under this
grant. The deadline to apply is December 12, 2025.resident

b. Supervisor Berscheid stated that Resident Roger Roske had contacted him
regarding a road near him that he was hoping the township could possibly
re-route due to safety. Supervisors Berscheid and Ahrens viewed the road
and felt this could not be done but instead a “Blind Approach” sign will be
installed.

c. Bayview Drive Concern — Supervisors Berscheid and Ostendorf viewed
Bayview Drive. There is a resident doing some building and now there is
some water run-off down a hill onto the road. They recommended that in
the future, the ditch be angled near this property and a culvert installed.

d. Supervisor Berscheid mentioned that he had the town hall sprayed for
insects.

9. Unfinished Business

a. Lake Walk Vacation — A motion was made by Supervisor Bebus,
seconded by Supervisor Berscheid and unanimously approved to adopt



Resolution #2025-14, Resolution Issuing an Order Vacating Lakeshore
Walk Dedicated in the Plan of Ward Spring and Awarding Damages.
Clerk Bauer will notify the property owners that are affected by the
resolution. The owners have 60 days to appeal this decision. After that
date of November 4™, 2025, Clerk Bauer will record the resolution with
the Todd County Recorder. No damages are being awarded.

b. Main Street Vacation - A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid,
seconded by Supervisor Bebus and unanimously approved to adopt
Resolution #2025-13, Resolution Issuing an Order Vacating a Portion of
Main Street and Awarding Damages. Clerk Bauer will notify the property
owners that are affected by this vacation and will file the resolution with
the Todd County Recorder. No damages are being awarded.

10. New Business

a. Seek Proposals for Snow Removal at Town Hall - (Copy of proposed
Snow Plowing of Town Hall quote information and proposed quote form
is attached). The Board to:

o Review the information and make any recommended changes.

o Consider action on approving the quote information and quote form
and authorizing seeking sealed quotes until 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday,
October 28, 2025 at which time the quotes will be opened.

o Direct the Clerk to send the quote information and quote form to at
least two individuals. In 2024, the information was sent to Lonnie
Ritter and Chad Frieler. Only one quote was received from Mr. Ritter.

o Direct the Clerk to post the quote information and quote form on the
Township website and Town Hall bulletin board.

o A motion was made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by Supervisor
Ostendorf and unanimously approved sending the Proposal For Snow
Removal Quote Form to Chad Frieler and Lonnie Ritter.

b. Resolution No. 2025-12, Resolution Re-Adopting Snow and Ice Control
Policy for Birchdale Township and Policy Review and Update Snow and
Ice Control Policy - See attached proposed resolution and policy. The
Boar reviewed the Snow and Ice Control Policy and consider any possible
changes. Clerk Bauer reviewed the Policy and recommends no changes.
The proposed Resolution is the same as the one approved for 2024. A
motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded by Supervisor
Berscheid and unanimously approved to adopt Resolution No. 2025-12,
Resolution Re-Adopting Snow and Ice Control Policy for Birchdale
Township.

c. Sourcewell Boost Grant — Clerk Bauer presented information to the Board
regarding the yearly Sourcewell Boost Grant. The grant is for $2000.00
and requires no match. Three years ago, the township received an Impact



Grant from Sourcewell for $50,000.00 which was a lottery grant and funds
were used to improve the bathroom, the heating and cooling and purchase
furniture. Technology was also purchased including laptops for the Clerk
and Treasurer and a new printer. The printer was intended to be a copier
and scanner and also be wireless. At the time, Sourcewell recommended
one of their vendors for the purchase of the printer. The printer that was
purchased with the grant funds has not worked the way it was intended. It
is not wireless and does not copy or scan. Clerk Bauer stated that she has
worked with a vendor from the county, Innovative Technologies and their
represented presented an option for the township for a printer which has
copying, scanning and printing and is wireless. The estimate is for
$619.99. Clerk Bauer would also like to request the grant to purchase
paper and other supplies for the township. The Board was in support of
Clerk Bauer applying for this grant.

11. Informational Items

The Board then reviewed the following informational items:

a. Special Assessment Information Request Received from Main Street Title
— James T. and Dawn Miller, 11769 Alcott Drive, Sauk Centre, MN. Clerk
Bauer responded that there were no assessments from Birchdale
Township.

b. Notice Received from Todd County Planning & Zoning — Notice of
Decision regarding the granting of a Conditional Use Permit for Parcel
#03-0004000, Tobie Danielson and Madie Princivalli-Danielson, 24935
Cedar Lake Road, Sauk Centre for a salvage yard.

12. Officers Comments

a. Supervisor Ahrens gave an update on the project area at the end of Angler
Drive. He stated that the plan is to cut the tar and put up a cement wall.
The existing culvert will be left in the place so that the water can run down
and over the road. The road will also be strengthened with fabric. Todd
County Soil & Water is assisting with this project and are able to cost-
share the expense. It will cost $64,000.00 to do the project. The resident
whose property is directly impacted will be responsible for the most
expense but Todd County is able to pay 75% of the cost. The Lake
Association is also donating funds and Resident Johnson has collected
funds from residents who live along the road. Supervisor Ahrens’ concern
is that he does not want to be responsible to maintain the culvert and hopes
that the Lake Association will take this on.

b. Supervisor Ostendorf state that he had gotten a few calls regarding dust
concerns and felt that blading had been done earlier than usual. Erv



Herdering who was in attendance does blading in September which helps
with encroaching grass along the roads.

c. Supervisor Ostendorf stated that a representative will be checking the
town hall fire extinguisher as soon as he is available to be in the area.

13. Adjournment

With no further business, a motion was made by Supervisor Carstens, seconded
by Supervisor Berscheid, and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 8:41
p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Jackie Bauer
Birchdale Township Clerk



