
BIRCHDALE TOWNSHIP 

    REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

Tuesday, October 26, 2021 – 8:00 P.M. 

 

 

1. Call to Order/ Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call 

 

Chair Jim Carstens called to order the regular meeting of the Birchdale Township 

Board at 8:00 p.m. on Tuesday, October 26, 2021 at the Birchdale Town Hall. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Present were Supervisors Dale Ahrens, 

Arnie Berscheid, Joe Ostendorf, Larry Bebus and Jim Carstens, Treasurer 

Marlene VanHavermaet and Clerk Jackie Bauer. Also in attendance was Erv 

Herdering. 

  

2. Approval of Agenda 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded by Supervisor Berscheid, 

and unanimously carried to approve the agenda as amended. 

 

3. Approval of Minutes 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Ahrens and 

unanimously carried to approve the September 28, 2021 Regular Meeting 

minutes.   

 

4. Approval of Treasurer’s Report 

 

Treasurer VanHavermaet presented the October Treasurer’s Report.  A motion 

was made by Supervisor Bebus, seconded by Supervisor Ahrens and unanimously 

carried to approve the October Treasurer’s Report. Clerk Bauer stated that she 

was able to secure a .5% interest rate at First State Bank for the 12 month CD in 

the amount of $105,975.11. 

 

5. Approval of Bills 

 

Next presented was the list of bills for the month of October to be considered for 

payment.  A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor 

Ostendorf and unanimously carried to approve payment of the bills in the amount 

of $10,921.70. (See attached list of bills).  

 

6. Resident’s Comments 

 

a. None 

 

7. Reports/Requests/Presentations 

 



a. None 

 

8.  Township Road Report  
 

a. Grant Funds for Minimum Maintenance Roads through State Park Road 

Account – Clerk Bauer did not have an opportunity to follow up on 

finding out additional information about this grant possibility so this item 

will be tabled for next month’s meeting. 

 

b. Road Brushing Progress Update – Supervisor Ostendorf gave an update 

regarding the progress of brushing work being done in the Township. He 

stated that once it freezes, Bart from MBC Drainage will start with Alcott 

Drive. He will use mulching equipment and chainsaws to clear the brush 

along the road. He believes this should take approximately 1 month and he 

hopes to start approximately the middle of November. 

 

9. Unfinished Business 

 

a. None 

 

10. New Business 

 

a. Open Snow Removal At The Town Hall Quotes and Take Action – At the 

Board’s September 28, 2021 meeting, action was taken to seek sealed 

quotes for Snow Removal at the Town Hall for the 2021-2022 Season. At 

that time the Clerk was directed to send the information to Lonnie Ritter 

and Chad Frieler and to post the quote information at the Town Hall and 

on the Township website. Clerk Bauer stated that one quote was received.   

Chair Carstens opened the sealed quote received and it was as follows: 

 

Lonnie Ritter - $30.00 per hour  

 

The Board then reviewed the quote. A motion was made by Supervisor 

Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Ahrens, and unanimously carried to 

accept the quote received and to award the work to Lonnie Ritter in the 

amount of $30.00 per hour. The Clerk was directed to notify Mr. Ritter of 

the award. 

 

11. Informational Items 

 

The Board then reviewed the following informational items: 

 
a. Special Assessment Information Requests from Home Town Title LLC –  

*11005 Alcott Drive, Sauk Centre, MN 56378 – Clerk Bauer responded that there 

were no special assessments from Birchdale Township.  

 



b. Special Assessment Information Request from Main Street Title & Closings LLC - 

*Thomas and Lynette Brinkman, 28035 County 2, Grey Eagle, MN 56336 and 

Sandra K. Sackett, Christopher Lundeen, Hanna Lundeen, 10112 Almond Drive, 

Grey Eagle, MN 56336 – Clerk Bauer responded that there were no special 

assessments from Birchdale Township for either of these properties.  

 

c. Special Assessment Information Request from Stearns County Abstract Title 

Company - *Dorothy T. Ahrens, 253rd Avenue, Sauk Centre – Clerk Bauer responded 

that there were no special assessments from Birchdale Township.  

 

d. Notice of Endorsement paperwork changes requested by Birchdale Township for 

Consolidated Liability Coverage. This includes Storage Shed Building in the amount 

of $4,880.00 with a $250.00 deductible and additional electronic equipment in the 

town hall in the amount of $6,900.00 with a deductible of $100.00. Total additional 

cost for this coverage is $16.00 per year.  

 

e. Information received from the Minnesota State Demographer’s Office stating that 

the total population as of April 1st, 2021 in Birchdale Township is 931 people and 

total housing units 586.00.  

 



 

f. Notice received from the Todd County Planning Commission regarding agenda for 

Thursday, November 4th, 2021 at 6:00 PM meeting to be held in the Todd County 

Commissioner’s Boardroom, Courthouse. Items include: Moses D. Borntreger, 

Section 3, Reynolds Township – request for conditional use permit for temporary 

family housing in AF-1 Zoning, Alysa Thompson, Scenic Valley Big Sauk Lake 

Third Addition, 21366 110th Street, Sauk Centre – request for conditional use permit 

for an in-home daycare in Shoreland-RD Zoning (Sauk Lake) and Change to 6.04C 

of Todd County Planning and Zoning Ordinance – addition to commercial uses to 

include Wedding/Event Centers.  

 

g. Annual Notice of the Grey Eagle Fire Meeting – Clerk Bauer has received notice 

that the Grey Eagle Fire Meeting will be held on November 23rd at 7:00 PM at the 

Grey Eagle Fire Hall. Supervisor Berscheid will plan to attend this meeting. 

 

h. Clerk Bauer received notice that there will again be a state Noxious Weed Grant 

Application available. She asked the Board if they would like her to apply for this 

grant again with assistance from Todd County Weed Inspector Nancy Uhlenkamp. 

The Board requested that she should go ahead and apply for the grant funds which 

she will do. 

 

i.Notice of Todd County Broadband Meeting – Clerk Bauer received notice that there 

will be an update regarding broadband coverage in Todd County and the pursuing of 

possible funds for additional coverage. Supervisor Ostendorf will plan to attend this 

meeting on behalf of Birchdale Township. 

 

j. Supervisor Berscheid stated that he is working with Erv Herdering regarding repair 

of some wash-outs in the township. Mr. Herdering has placed crushed asphalt in the 

washouts. Supervisor Ostendorf stated that there is a wash-out near his residence also 

on the road. Mr. Herdering will repair this also. Mr. Herdering who was in attendance 

at the meeting, stated that he is checking all of the roads in the township now that it 

has rained and he will notify Supervisor Berscheid if there are any further repairs 

needed for roads. 

 

12.  Officers Comments  

 

a. None 

 

13. Adjournment 

 

With no further business, a motion was made by Supervisor Bebus, seconded by 

Supervisor Ostendorf, and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 8:30 

p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

  

_______________________ 

Jackie Bauer 



Birchdale Township Clerk  


