
BIRCHDALE TOWNSHIP 

    REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

Tuesday, October 28, 2025 – 7:30 PM 

 

1. Call to Order/ Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call 

 

Chair Jim Carstens called to order the regular meeting of the Birchdale Township Board at 7:30 p.m. on 

Tuesday, October 28, 2025 at the Birchdale Town Hall. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Present 

were Supervisors Dale Ahrens, Arnie Berscheid, Larry Bebus and Jim Carstens, Joe Ostendorf, 

Treasurer Marlene VanHavermaet and Clerk Jackie Bauer. Also in attendance was Jeff Mayer, Joel 

Vogel from Advocates From Health, Richelle Taylor, Bert Berscheid, Judy Berscheid, Beth Ramacher 

from the City of Grey Eagle and Erv Herdering, Contractor. 

  

2. Approval of Agenda 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Ostendorf and unanimously 

carried to approve the agenda as amended. 

 

3. Approval of Minutes 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Bebus, seconded by Supervisor Berscheid and unanimously carried 

to approve the September 30, 2025 Regular Meeting minutes.   

 

4. Approval of Treasurer’s Report 

 

Treasurer VanHavermaet presented the October Treasurer’s Report.  Supervisor Bebus asked when the 

township would receive the October settlement. Treasurer VanHavermaet stated that it should be 

arriving any day which should increase the balance for our general checking account. A motion was 

made by Supervisor Bebus, seconded by Supervisor Ahrens and unanimously carried to approve the 

October Treasurer’s Report.  

 

5. Approval of Bills 

 

Next presented was the list of bills for the month of October to be considered for payment.  Supervisor 

Bebus asked if these would be the last invoices from MBC Drainage for work on Alcott Drive and 

Supervisor Ostendorf stated that it would be. A motion was made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by 

Supervisor Ostendorf and unanimously carried to approve payment of the bills in the amount of 

$27,232.86.  (See attached list of bills).  

 

6. Resident’s Comments 

 

a. Richelle Tayler addressed the Board. She owns Fuller Life Retreat which is located at 27740 

County Road 98, Grey Eagle, MN. This is a VRBO that offers weekend activities for groups. She 

is asking Todd County Planning & Zoning to increase her allowed capacity from 14 to 22 

people. The County has asked her to attend the township meeting first and present for approval. 

The Board was in support of her request. 

 

b. Bert and Judy Berscheid addressed the Board. They are seeking a Conditional Use Permit from 

Todd County Planning & Zoning to sub-divide land that they own along Archer Drive, into 6 

lots. They shared a map of the lots with the Board. The Board did have a question about the land 

behind the lots and asked whether this is State land and the Berscheids answered that yes, it was. 

The Board was in agreement to support their CUP request. 



 

7. Reports/Requests/Presentations 

 

a. Joel Vogel from Advocates For Health presented to the Board. Mr. Vogel owns a company that 

provides for stand-alone Automated External Defibrillators with units that also contain cannisters 

of Narcan, a medication that can be administered to someone suffering a drug overdose. Mr. 

Vogel has assisted a number of cities and organizations in Central Minnesota with placing these 

units in more rural areas including boat landings and parks. The City of Sauk Centre has 28 of 

these units. He stated the approximate cost of an AED Unit is $10,000.00. The units also require 

a cement pad to be set and need to be wired for electricity. Mr. Vogel stated it costs around 

$600.00 per year for maintenance and the township would enter into a 4 year contract. After this, 

the contract could be reviewed for renewing. Beth Ramacher, the City Clerk for Grey Eagle, also 

attended the meeting. She stated that they did request funds from the Opioid Settlement Dollars 

that Todd County received however was denied due to the county wishing to spend those dollars 

on other initiatives. Mr. Vogel will be attending the next committee meeting at Todd County 

later in November to encourage them to use the funds towards AED machines and what the 

benefits would be. Other ideas might be to request funds from local Lion’s Clubs or possibly 

monies from CentraCare. Clerk Bauer will also look for other grant funds if the township would 

be interested in pursuing purchasing a unit. At this time, the Board did not take any action and 

will wait to see if there might be available county or other funding sources to possibly use for 

purchasing a unit. 

 

8.  Township Road Report  

 

a. Todd County GIS – Tom Krivanek from Todd County GIS had contacted Clerk Bauer to ask if 

Bluebird Drive is entirely a township road or if it transitions into a private section. After 

discussion with the Contractor Herdering, they informed Clerk Bauer that it does transition into a 

private section at the cul-de-sac. Clerk Bauer will inform Todd County GIS. 

 

b. 251st Avenue – Supervisor Ahrens stated that there is a repair needed on 251st Avenue. There is 

an area that had been earlier repaired that is failing. Supervisor Berscheid stated that crushed 

asphalt should fix this washout. Supervisor Ahrens had spoken with Contractor Greg Thooft and 

he stated that he would be able to do the repair. Supervisor Ostendorf support this but was 

curious how much this might cost. Supervisor Ahrens will contact Mr. Thooft and get an 

estimate to bring to the November meeting. 

 

c. Alcott Drive Update – Supervisor Ostendorf stated that he is working with Deja Anton from 

Todd County Soil & Water to turn in paperwork for the repair work that has been done along 

Alcott Drive so that Birchdale Township can recoup some of the funds from a Soil & Water 

Grant in the amount of approximately $25,000.00. Supervisor Ostendorf also stated that he felt it 

would be a good idea to have the engineers from Widseth attend a township meeting early in 

2026 to present to residents along Alcott again to provide them an update on the upcoming road 

project. He will reach out Widseth to see if they can attend our January township meeting. We 

can then inform residents of the meeting. 

 

d. Ambling Trail – Supervisor Ostendorf and Supervisor Berscheid viewed Ambling Trail. Resident 

Eric Peterson had contacted them and stated that the water is not running properly along the 

ditch. The road ditch is higher than the road along this road. Bart from MBC will reshape the 

ditch so that the water runs away from the road. Some crushed asphalt may need ot be added to 

this area also. Supervisors stated that Alligator Road and Bluegill Drive both need some culvert 

and road repair and we should keep that in mind.  

 



Jeff Meyer who lives along Alcott Drive shared that he had spoken with residents regarding the 

township installing swing arm mailbox posts next spring and charging this back to the residents 

and he stated that all of the residents that he spoke with were in favor with this. 

 

9. New Business 

 

a. Open Snow Removal At The Town Hall Quotes and Take Action – At the Board’s September 

30, 2025 meeting, action was taken to seek sealed quotes for Snow Removal at the Town Hall 

for the 2025-2026 Season. At that time the Clerk was directed to send the information to Lonnie 

Ritter and Chad Frieler and to post the quote information at the Town Hall and on the Township 

website. Clerk Bauer stated that one quote was received.   Chair Carstens opened the sealed 

quote received and it was as follows: 

 

Lonnie Ritter - $50.00 per hour  

 

The Board then reviewed the quote. A motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded by 

Supervisor Ahrens, and unanimously carried to accept the quote received and to award the work 

to Lonnie Ritter in the amount of $50.00 per hour. Supervisor Carstens asked that Clerk Bauer 

contact Mr. Ritter and request a copy of his insurance for the township. The Clerk was directed 

to notify Mr. Ritter of the award. 

 

b. Check Culvert Outlets (including Alcott Drive) – Clerk Bauer stated this item came up on the 

Calendar of Events. The Board discussed this and Supervisor Ostendorf stated that this item 

might be better moved to spring in March to check culverts in case there are freeze spots. Clerk 

Bauer will move this item to March. 

 

c. Arvig Email, Julie Albrecht – Clerk Bauer reported that she had received an email from Julie 

Albrecht from Compass which is the contractor who is working with Arvig Communications to 

lay cable for broadband in Todd County. She provided a description of the areas where Arvig 

will be doing this work this coming spring. They will be using a vibratory plow or directional 

boring in the township road right-of-way. The Board was supportive of this as long as the road 

right-of-way is left as it was. Clerk Bauer will notify Julie Albrecht of this. 

 

10. Informational Items 

 

The Board then reviewed the following informational items: 

 

a. Correspondence received from Todd County Planning & Zoning –  

Variance Proceedings – Adam and Rebecca Fiedler, 13035 County Road 15, Sauk Centre, MN. 

This letter is to inform that the variance request for parcel #14-0033500 has been granted. 

 

b. Notice of a Public Hearing on Thursday, November 6th, 2025 at 6:00 PM at the Commissioner’s 

Boardroom, Historic Courthouse – Sexton Family Cabin, LLC, Section 25, Birchdale Township, 

Angus Trail, Grey Eagle request to create Sexton BBL Legacy, a 2.92 acre one lot plat. 

 

c. Correspondence received from Main Street Title & Closings, LLC – Special Assessment 

Information Request for Adam and Brittany Polipnick, 11369 213th Avenue, Sauk Centre. Clerk 

Bauer responded that there are no pending special assessments from Birchdale Township. 
 

11.  Officers Comments  

 

 



12. Adjournment 

 

With no further business, a motion was made by Supervisor Bebusnded by Supervisor Berscheid, and 

unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 9:11 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

  

_______________________ 

Jackie Bauer 

Birchdale Township Clerk  


