BIRCHDALE TOWNSHIP
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
Tuesday, October 29, 2024 — 8:00 PM

Call to Order/ Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call

Chair Jim Carstens called to order the regular meeting of the Birchdale Township
Board at 8:00 p.m. on Tuesday, October 29, 2024 at the Birchdale Town Hall.
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Present were Supervisors Dale Ahrens,
Arnie Berscheid, Larry Bebus and Jim Carstens, Treasurer Marlene
VanHavermaet and Clerk Jackie Bauer. Supervisor Ostendorf was absent. Also in
attendance was Erv Herdering, Eric Peterson, Michael Bushard, Luke
Fuechtmann and a number of other residents who live along Aldrin Loop.

. Approval of Agenda

A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Ahrens,
and unanimously carried to approve the agenda as amended.

. Approval of Minutes

A motion was made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by Supervisor Carstens and
unanimously carried to approve the September 24, 2024 Regular Meeting
minutes.

. Approval of Treasurer’s Report

Treasurer VanHavermaet presented the October Treasurer’s Report. A motion
was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Ahrens and
unanimously carried to approve the October Treasurer’s Report.

. Approval of Bills

Next presented was the list of bills for the month of October to be considered for
payment. A motion was made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by Supervisor
Berscheid and unanimously carried to approve payment of the bills in the amount
of $1,946.87. (See attached list of bills).

. Resident’s Comments

a. Resident Michael Bushard addressed the Board. He stated that he is selling
15 acres along Ambling Trail. This land is considered shoreline district.
Todd County Planning and Zoning has requested that Resident Bushard
receive approval from the Birchdale Township Board to proceed with
selling the land. All 3 Supervisors in attendance — Supervisor Bebus,



Supervisor Ahrens and Supervisors Carstens were in agreement with
Resident Bushard proceeding with selling acreage in the Ambling Trail
Plat. Supervisor Berscheid Abstained. Clerk Bauer will send a copy of
these minutes to Resident Bushard for his records and to share with Todd
County.

7. Reports/Requests/Presentations

8. Township Road Report

9. Unfinished Business

a. Aldrin Loop — Supervisor Ahrens spoke regarding the possibility of
Birchdale Township taking over Aldrin Loop, which is unpaved. A
number of residents living along Aldrin Loop were in attendance at the
meeting. The Board would like gravel to be placed on the road before
taking over the road. Resident Luke Fuechtmann asked how much the
gravel would cost. Contractor Erv Herdering stated that it would cost
$5000.00. There are 19 lots along Aldrin Loop total so splitting that up
among the lots will cost each lot owner $263.16. Some of the lots are still
owned by the developer. The developer will be responsible for their share
of the graveling also. Resident Fuechtmann will inform all of the owners
along Aldrin Loop of the cost and where they can send checks to. This
item will be placed on the November meeting so that the township can
formally take ownership of the road through resolution. Clerk Bauer will
stay in touch with Resident Fuechtmann letting him know regarding which
lots owners have paid. Supervisor Carstens asked about County Road 99
and whether this road will be tarred in the future. Supervisor Ahrens stated
that the county will be applying dust control because the road has met the
traffic count threshold for the county. Because it is a busier road, the
county may choose to tar it in the future.

b. Alcott Drive Update — Supervisor Ostendorf was not in attendance so this
item will continue to be placed on the agenda.

Birchdale Township Culvert Policy — Clerk Bauer presented the current
Birchdale Township Culvert Policy for discussion. She updated the policy
to allow for dual-wall plastic culverts as discussed by the Board at the
September meeting. The Board chose to table this item for the November
meeting until Supervisor Ostendorf is in attendance

10. New Business



a. Open Snow Removal At The Town Hall Quotes and Take Action — At the
Board’s September 24, 2024 meeting, action was taken to seek sealed
quotes for Snow Removal at the Town Hall for the 2024-2025 Season. At
that time the Clerk was directed to send the information to Lonnie Ritter
and Chad Frieler and to post the quote information at the Town Hall and
on the Township website. Clerk Bauer stated that one quote was received.
Chair Carstens opened the sealed quote received and it was as follows:

Lonnie Ritter - $50.00 per hour

The Board then reviewed the quote. A motion was made by Supervisor
Carstens, seconded by Supervisor Berscheid, and unanimously carried to
accept the quote received and to award the work to Lonnie Ritter in the
amount of $50.00 per hour. Supervisor Carstens asked that Clerk Bauer
contact Mr. Ritter and request a copy of his insurance for the township.
The Clerk was directed to notify Mr. Ritter of the award.

Supervisor Ahrens suggested that the Board read bids out loud for the
record. The Board will do this in the future.

11. Informational ltems

The Board then reviewed the following informational items:

a. Reminder of General Election — Clerk Bauer gave a reminder that the
Presidential General Election will be held at the Birchdale Township Hall
on Tuesday, November 51, 2024 with polls opening at 7:00 AM and
closing at 8:00 PM. Correspondence was received from the Todd County
Auditor/Treasurer’s Office notifying Township Clerks for pick up of
election supplies on Friday, November 1% from Noon-4:00 PM.

b. Correspondence was received from Todd County Health & Human
Services stating that Todd County is seeking applications for its Opioid
Settlement Community Request for Proposals (RFP) from public and
private organizations serving Todd County residents. Applicants must
respond to the opioid crisis through opioid epidemic response strategies.

c. Correspondence was received from the Minnesota Association of
Townships notifying Township Clerks and Treasurers of training sessions
to be held at the MAT Office in St. Michael regarding year-end and the
processes that need to be completed. The cost of the training is $30.00.

d. Correspondence was received from the Todd County Planning & Zoning
Office regarding a variance request by Michael and Janice Rothstein,
11680 Bluebird Drive, Sauk Centre. The variance to reduce the OHWL
setback from 150’ to 89’ for proposed house addition and garage in NE



Shoreland Zoning and request to increase the height limit for structure
within a setback from 18’ to 21’ for proposed house addition and garage in
NE Shoreland Zoning was denied.

e. Correspondence was received from Main Street Title & Closings, LLC
regarding a Special Assessment Information Request for Lavern AW
Langsdorf Revocable Living Trust, 10045 Alcott Drive, Sauk Centre, MN.
Clerk Bauer responded that there are no pending special assessments from
Birchdale Township.

12. Officers Comments

a. Supervisor Berscheid stated that there is a ditch area along Ambling Trail
that needs some cleaning out. Resident Eric Peterson stated that when it
rains, water washes down along the road. The ditch needs to be shaped to
direct the water toward the culvert. Contractor Erv Herdering will review
this area with Supervisor Berscheid and make the repair with his
skidloader.

13. Adjournment
With no further business, a motion was made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by
Supervisor Berscheid, and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 8:45
p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Jackie Bauer
Birchdale Township Clerk



