BIRCHDALE TOWNSHIP
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
Tuesday, October 31, 2023 — 8:00 P.M.

Call to Order/ Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call

Chair Jim Carstens called to order the regular meeting of the Birchdale Township
Board at 8:00 p.m. on Tuesday, October 31, 2023 at the Birchdale Town Hall.
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Present were Supervisors Dale Ahrens,
Arnie Berscheid, Joe Ostendorf, Larry Bebus and Jim Carstens, Treasurer
Marlene VanHavermaet and Clerk Jackie Bauer. Also in attendance was Erv
Herdering.

. Approval of Agenda

A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Ostendorf,
and unanimously carried to approve the agenda as amended.

. Approval of Minutes

A motion was made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by Supervisor Bebus and
unanimously carried to approve the September 26, 2023 Regular Meeting
minutes.

. Approval of Treasurer’s Report

Treasurer VanHavermaet presented the October Treasurer’s Report. A motion
was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded by Supervisor Ahrens and
unanimously carried to approve the October Treasurer’s Report.

An October 27", 2023 Settlement Payment was received from Todd County
Auditor/Treasurer’s Office in the amount of $89,872.72 and deposited through
ACH directly to the bank account.

. Approval of Bills

Next presented was the list of bills for the month of October to be considered for
payment. A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor
Bebus and unanimously carried to approve payment of the bills in the amount of
$24,588.57. (See attached list of bills).

. Resident’s Comments

a. None



7. Reports/Requests/Presentations

a. None

8. Township Road Report

a. Update For Alcott Re-Tarring (Micro sealing) Project — Supervisor
Berscheid stated that he did not think that Joe Riley Construction would be
able to finish the micro sealing project for Alcott before winter. They had
initially planned to do both Alcott and Ambling Trail at the same time.
However, the earliest Ambling Trail will be able to be tarred would be in
Spring 2024, due to the process of setting up a SSD for the residents along
the road to fund the project. New quotes will also have to be requested for
Ambling Trail so Joe Riley Construction may not be the contractor doing
the work. Either way, Joe Riley Construction should be able to complete
the work for Alcott in early Spring 2024. The shouldering has been
completed and any specific road repairs on Alcott have been completed.
There has been no feedback from residents.

b. Brushing Work In The Township — Supervisor Carstens asked whether all
of the brush work is now done in the township. Supervisor Ostendorf
stated that it is now complete. There may just be some minor branch and
debris removal that is still taking place. Hoffman Tree Service will still be
submitting a bill for their portion of the work.

9. Unfinished Business

a. Review of Furniture Options for Town Hall — Clerk Bauer presented
options for the purchase of furniture for the town hall. She shared photos
of new audience chairs along with a cart for the chairs, a new boardroom
table and chair options for the board members, clerk and treasurer. The
Board reviewed the options and gave their recommendations. The
furniture cost is covered through a grant from Sourcewell. Also,
Supervisor Berscheid had gotten a quote for replacement of the window in
the town hall that is broken and no longer stays open but it was fairly
expensive. He obtained another bid that is much lower and will work with
this contractor to have the window replaced. This expense is also covered
under the grant funds. Finally, the LED lights in the town hall have been
replaced and the lights that are installed in each of the voting booths will
also be replaced as they are beginning to fail. These expenses will also be
paid for through the Sourcewell grant and invoices should be received
soon for the light replacement cost.

b. Supervisor Carstens stated that next spring or fall, the town hall should be
sprayed for insects as this past year, there have been quite a few boxelder



and lady bug insects in the building. Clerk Bauer will place this on the
Calendar of Events as a reminder.

c. Update from Hearing To Establish a Subordinate Service District To
Improve Ambling Trail — Clerk Bauer stated that the Birchdale Township
Board has decided to move ahead with establishing the Subordinate
Service District in order to improve Ambling Trail. At the hearing
scheduled on October 25", 2023, the Board and Township Attorney Troy
Gilchrist reviewed the boundary map for the district and made some minor
changes. The next step is that Attorney Gilchrist has prepared a Resolution
Approving Using a Summary Publication of the Resolution Establishing
the Subordinate Service District (SSD) as well as the complete Resolution
for Establishing the SSD. The Summary will be published in the Sauk
Herald and the Long Prairie Leader and the complete resolution will be
mailed to all of the property owners along Ambling Trail in order to notify
them that the Board has approved establishing the SSD. There will be a 60
day waiting period from the date that the Summary Publication is posted
in the Sauk Herald and Long Prairie Leader before the SSD is established.
Clerk Bauer will work with Attorney Gilchrist and the proper postings for
the newspaper and the mailing to the residents.

A motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded by Supervisor
Bebus and unanimously carried to approve Resolution No. 2023-09,
Resolution Establishing A Subordinate Service District To Improve
Ambling Trail, with a correction on Page 2, f-3, changing the word,
“Boar” to “Board”, with Supervisor Berscheid abstaining.

A motion was made by Supervisor Bebus, seconded by Supervisor
Ostendorf and unanimously carried to approve Resolution No. 2023-10,
Resolution Approving Summary Publication of a Resolution Establishing
a Subordinate Service District, with Supervisor Berscheid abstaining.

10. New Business

a. Open Snow Removal At The Town Hall Quotes and Take Action — At the
Board’s September 26, 2023 meeting, action was taken to seek sealed
quotes for Snow Removal at the Town Hall for the 2023-2024 Season. At
that time the Clerk was directed to send the information to Lonnie Ritter
and Chad Frieler and to post the quote information at the Town Hall and
on the Township website. Clerk Bauer stated that one quote was received.
Chair Carstens opened the sealed quote received and it was as follows:

Lonnie Ritter - $50.00 per hour

The Board then reviewed the quote. A motion was made by Supervisor
Ahrens, seconded by Supervisor Berscheid, and unanimously carried to



accept the quote received and to award the work to Lonnie Ritter in the
amount of $50.00 per hour. The Clerk was directed to notify Mr. Ritter of
the award.

. Domain Renewal For The Township Website — The domain renewal for
birchdaletownship.com is coming up for renewal on December 14", 2023.
Clerk Bauer presented the renewal fee options as follows:

1 year - $55.00

2 years - $90.00

3 years - $135.00

4 years - $180.00

5 years - $220.00

Clerk Bauer asked the Board what length of time they would like to renew
the domain name for. After discussion, a motion was made by Supervisor
Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Ostendorf and unanimously carried to
renew the birchdaletownship domain name for 5 years at a cost of
$220.00. Clerk Bauer will notify Catalis, the company that the township
works with for the township website.

City of Grey Eagle Fire Contract Meeting — Clerk Bauer notifed the Board
that the City of Grey Eagle Fire Contract Meeting will be held on
November 21, 2023 at 7:00 PM at the Grey Eagle Fire Department
meeting room. Supervisor Berscheid will attend the meeting.

. Revisit Possibly Applying For LRIP Funds With The State of Minnesota —
Supervisor Bebus stated that he would like to pursue applying for the State
of Minnesota Local Road Improvement Project Funds. Clerk Bauer had
recently attending a meeting where state Minnesota Department of
Transportation officials and state legislators had attended and they
encouraged Birchdale Township to apply for the funds. The deadline to
apply is December 8. The Board agreed so Clerk Bauer will work with
County Engineer Loren Fellbaum to complete the application (the
township does need a county sponsor in order to apply for the grant
funds).

Changing The Time and/or Day of the monthly Board Meeting —
Supervisor Berscheid asked whether the Board might be interested in
possibly either moving up the time of the monthly board meeting or
changing the day and changing the time. He would like to see the meetings
held a little earlier in the evening so that it does not get so late. After
discussion, the Board agreed upon keeping the meeting on Tuesdays but
possibly moving the time to either 7:00 or 7:30 PM. Supervisor Carstens
asked that Clerk Bauer keep this item on the agenda because any change

in the meeting days or times needs to be approved by residents at the



March Annual Meeting. Clerk Bauer will continue to keep this topic on
the monthly agenda.

11. Informational ltems

The Board then reviewed the following informational items:

a. Reminder of Presidential Nomination Primary Election — Clerk Bauer gave a
reminder that the Presidential Nomination Primary Election will be held at the
Birchdale Township Hall on Tuesday, March 5", 2024 with polls opening at
7:00 AM and closing at 8:00 PM.

b. Supervisor Ostendorf stated that he was asked by Kandota Township whether
Birchdale Township had received a request from the Sauk Centre Ambulance
for a donation to put towards hiring additional medical staff to ride on the
ambulance. Due to staffing concerns, there will no longer be an emergency
nurse riding on ambulance transfers. Kandota was considering whether to
donate ARPA funds towards this request. Birchdale Township did not receive
a request for funding.

12. Officers Comments

13. Adjournment

With no further business, a motion was made by Supervisor Bebus, seconded by
Supervisor Ahrens, and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 9:05 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Jackie Bauer
Birchdale Township Clerk



