
BIRCHDALE TOWNSHIP 

    REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

Tuesday, November 25, 2025 – 7:30 P.M. 

 

 

1. Call to Order/ Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call 

 

Chair Jim Carstens called to order the regular meeting of the Birchdale Township Board at 7:30 

p.m. on Tuesday, November 25, 2025 at the Birchdale Town Hall. The Pledge of Allegiance was 

recited. Present were Jim Carstens, Dale Ahrens, Arnie Berscheid, Joe Ostendorf, Larry Bebus, 

Treasurer Marlene VanHavermaet and Clerk Jackie Bauer.  

 

2. Approval of Agenda 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded by Supervisor Bebus, and unanimously 

carried to approve the agenda as amended. 

 

3. Approval of Minutes 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Bebus, seconded by Supervisor Berscheid and unanimously 

carried to approve the October 28, 2025 Regular Meeting minutes as corrected. 

 

4. Approval of Treasurer’s Report 

 

Treasurer VanHavermaet presented the October Treasurer’s Report.  A motion was made by 

Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Ahrens and unanimously carried to accept the 

Treasurer’s Report. Treasurer VanHavermaet also reported that we received a settlement 

payment in the amount of $172,882.77. 

 

5. Approval of Bills 

 

Next presented was the list of bills for the month of November to be considered for payment.  A 

motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Ahrens and unanimously 

carried to approve payment of the bills in the amount of $6,272.74 (See attached list of bills).  

 

6. Resident’s Comments 

 

a. None. 

 

7. Reports/Requests/Presentations 

 

None. 

 

8.  Township Road Report  

 

a. Alcott Drive Update – Supervisor Ostendorf provided an update on Alcott Drive and the 

spring reclaiming project. At this time, all repairs are complete and now that it has 

snowed, no work is scheduled on Alcott. Supervisor Ostendorf has received some 

complaints regarding the washboarding on the road. Supervisor Ostendorf was going to 

have Erv Herdering blade the road but now it has snowed.  

 

Supervisor Bebus and Supervisor Ostendorf stated that we will be receiving 



approximately $25,000.00 from grant funds through Todd County Soil & Water for ditch 

and culvert repairs for Alcott Drive. 

 

Clerk Bauer shared that she will be completing the application for the Local Road 

Improvement Program grant through the Minnesota Department of Transportation. The 

deadline is December 12th and she will work with Tracy and Nick from Widseth 

Engineering to complete the grant. She asked the Board how much they would like to ask 

for. The maximum request is 1.5 million dollars and the Alcott Project is estimated to 

cost roughly 1.2 million dollars however Widseth has cautioned that it is best to ask for 

part of the cost and show that the township will also share in the project. The Township 

has spent approximately $220,000.00 on repairs for Alcott Drive and Clerk Bauer will 

include that in the application. Also, the residents have provided letters of support to have 

caution striping added to the sides of the road. This adds approximately $50,000.00 to the 

cost but this may make the grant application stronger. The Board directed Clerk Bauer to 

ask for Widseth’s advice regarding how much to request for the grant. Clerk Bauer will 

do this. Clerk Bauer also stated that the township needs a fiscal agent to sponsor the 

township in order to apply for the grant and this needs to be Todd County. So, Birchdale 

Township needs to ask Todd County for their support and for the county to draft a 

resolution stating this. Clerk Bauer asked if a Supervisor could attend the next county 

board meeting to present a request to Todd County for their support. Chairman Carstens 

will plan to attend. Clerk Bauer presented Resolution #2025-12, Resolution Asking Todd 

County for Support of 2025 Local Road Improvement Program funding. A motion was 

made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded by Supervisor Berscheid and unanimously 

carried to approve resolution. 

 

b. Supervisor Ahrens stated that Tuffy from Tuff’s Excavating had contacted him to ask 

whether he should plow tomorrow as heavy snowfall is forecasted. Supervisor Ostendorf 

stated that he will check with him early tomorrow to let him know whether to go out or 

not. 

 

   

9. Unfinished Business 

 

a. 251st Avenue – Supervisor Ahrens stated that after the last meeting, he spoke with Greg 

from Tuffy’s and Erv Herdering. Erv did grade it to repair some of the pot-holes in the 

road. He asked that we put this road on the agenda for spring as there are some wash-outs 

and bad pot-holes that need repair. Clerk Bauer will do this. 

 

b. Ambling Trail – Supervisor Ostendorf stated that Bart from MBC Drainage reshaped the 

ditch to alleviate the drainage issues that were occurring near Resident Eric Peterson’s 

residence. MBC Drainage did complete the work today. 

 

10. New Business 

 

a. Township Hall Property Illegal Dumping – Supervisor Bebus and Supervisor Berscheid 

presented information and photos of a corner of the property that Birchdale Township 

owns. It is a wooded area behind the town hall. There has been illegal dumping occurring 

here including deer carcases, construction materials and other debris. Supervisor Bebus 

and Berscheid believe there are two people who have been doing this. The Board 

discussed how to proceed. The Board discussed the possibility of contacting the County 

Sheriff or putting a dumpster out in front of the town hall for residents. The decided that 



Supervisor Berscheid will speak with the parties who are doing the dumping and ask 

them to clean up the items. He will ask them to clean up the area by spring.  

 

b. City of Grey Eagle Fire Contract Meeting – The City of Grey Eagle Fire Contract 

Meeting was held on November 18, 2025 at 7:00 PM at the Grey Eagle Fire Department 

meeting room. Supervisor Berscheid attended the meeting and he stated that the rates will 

go up by a small amount. 

 

c. Possible Township Election Postcard Mailing – This item is on the Township Calendar of 

Events.  In the past, a post-card has been sent out to the residents to notify them of the 

Annual March Township Election and Meeting.  The total cost of the postcard is 

approximately $400.00 for the time, copying and postage. Mailing out the postcard has 

generated a better attendance at the annual meeting. The Board asked Clerk Bauer to 

proceed with doing the postcard again. 

 

d. Notice of Filing for the March Township Election – Clerk Bauer presented the Notice of 

Filing for the March Township Election to be held on March 10, 2026.  Supervisor 

Positions E (Larry Bebus) is up for election.  The Filing Period will be from December 

30, 2025 through January 13, 2026 and the cost of filing is $2.00. A motion was made by 

Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Ostendorf and unanimously carried to 

approve the Notice of Election Filing. Clerk Bauer will post in the Sauk Herald, Long 

Prairie Leader, on the Birchdale Township Website and at the Town Hall. 

 

e. Fire Service Contract with the City of Sauk Centre (contract terminates July 1, 2026; 

however, either party can terminate within 90 days by written notice prior to March 31, 

2026) – This item is placed on the agenda simply as a reminder of this information. The 

Board wishes to continue the fire contract with the City of Sauk Centre. 

 

 

11. Information Items 

a. Assessment Search Request Received From:   

 

1. Hometown Abstract Title – Justin Paffrath, Saddleback Ridge at Pauley 

Lake, Lot 13, Block 1 – Clerk Bauer responded that there are no 

assessments from Birchdale Township. 

2. Main Street Title & Closings LLC – David and Betty Ann Schwanke, 

13633 275th Avenue, Grey Eagle – Clerk Bauer responded that there are 

no assessments from Birchdale Township. 

3. T & S Title & Closing Services – John and Merilyn Juelke, 11899 Bluegill 

Drive, Sauk Centre – Clerk Bauer responded that there are no assessments 

from Birchdale Township. 

 

b. Spark Good Local Grants – Clerk Bauer presented information on a potential Walmart 

“Spark Good” grant. The next grant cycle runs from November 3 through December 31, 

2025, with awards ranging from $250 to $5,000. Grant funds could potentially be used 

toward the purchase of an AED machine if the Board chose to pursue one. 

Supervisor Bebus asked the Board whether there was interest in pursuing the purchase of 

an AED. He noted that he had attended a county opioid funds meeting, but that board is 

not accepting AED requests. He also mentioned that CentraCare may offer matching 



grant funds, though he was unsure whether the Township Board was interested in 

pursuing an AED for the town hall. 

Supervisor Berscheid expressed possible interest in having an AED located at the town 

hall. Treasurer Van Havermaet agreed it was a good idea but questioned whether 

purchasing one for the town hall might lead residents to request additional machines in 

other locations. Clerk Bauer suggested bringing the topic to the township annual meeting 

to gauge resident interest. 

c. 2025 Local Weed Inspector Annual Township & City Report – Clerk Bauer received the 

annual 2025 Local Weed Inspector Township and City Report and asked Supervisor 

Ahrens to complete the form which he will do. 

 

d. Correspondence From Todd County Planning & Zoning regarding CUP Request received 

from Richelle Taylor, 27740 County Road 98, Grey Eagle, MN increasing occupancy 

from 14 to 22 people. The meeting is scheduled for January 8th, 2026 at 6:00 PM at the 

Todd County Historic Courthouse. 

 

e. Notice of Minnesota Paid Leave – Clerk Bauer presented a notice of Minnesota Paid 

Leave. 

 

f. Resolution #2025-13, Resolution Designating Annual Polling Place for Birchdale 

Township – Clerk Bauer presented this resolution which is required annually for Todd 

County. A motion was made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by Supervisor Bebus and 

unanimously carried to adopt Resolution #2025-13, Resolution Designating Annual 

Polling Place for Birchdale Township. 

 

12. Officer’s Comments 

a. None 

 

13. Adjournment 

 

With no further business, a motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf seconded by Supervisor 

Ahrens and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 8:38 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

  

_______________________ 

Jackie Bauer 

Birchdale Township Clerk  


