BIRCHDALE TOWNSHIP
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
Tuesday, November 26, 2024 — 8:00 P.M.

Call to Order/ Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call

Chair Jim Carstens called to order the regular meeting of the Birchdale Township Board at 8:00
p.m. on Tuesday, November 26, 2024 at the Birchdale Town Hall. The Pledge of Allegiance was
recited. Present were Jim Carstens, Dale Ahrens, Arnie Berscheid, Joe Ostendorf, Larry Bebus,
Treasurer Marlene VanHavermaet and Clerk Jackie Bauer. Also in attendance was Erv
Herdering and Carson Middendorf.

. Approval of Agenda

A motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded by Supervisor Berscheid, and
unanimously carried to approve the agenda.

. Approval of Minutes

A motion was made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by Supervisor Berscheid and unanimously
carried to approve the October 29, 2024 Regular Meeting minutes.

. Approval of Treasurer’s Report

Treasurer VanHavermaet presented the October Treasurer’s Report. A motion was made by
Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Bebus and unanimously carried to accept the
Treasurer’s Report.

. Approval of Bills

Next presented was the list of bills for the month of November to be considered for payment. A
motion was made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by Supervisor Ostendorf and unanimously
carried to approve payment of the bills in the amount of $13,827.55 (See attached list of bills).

. Resident’s Comments

a. None.

Reports/Requests/Presentations

None.

Township Road Report

a. Alcott Drive Update — Supervisor Ahrens reported that Todd County Soil & Water has
agreed to cost-share the repair of the culverts along Alcott Drive that are located near
Nancy Primus’ residence. This work will be done this spring.

Supervisor Ostendorf reported that work on Alcott Drive will begin this spring. After
consulting with Widseth Engineering and MBC Drainage, it was recommended to wait to
do the patch repairs on Alcott Drive until spring after it thaws. The price will charged by



MBC will remain the same. Supervisor Ostendorf stated that Widseth is recommending
two options for Alcott Drive, either doing a reclamation of Alcott or doing a complete 1
2" overlay on the road. Widseth is also recommending that Birchdale wait until 2026 to
do Alcott because Todd County will be in the area doing roads at that time so this would
save the township money. Supervisor Ostendorf said that the Engineer from Widseth did
not say anything about microsealing. Supervisor Berscheid asked if the engineer pushed
out on all of the corners in the plans. Supervisor Ostendorf stated that his initial report
doesn’t show specifics like this but that the engineer had talked about this. The engineer
also included mailboxes being grouped. Supervisor Ostendorf stated that a resident had
asked about guardrails or markers on corners and he said this could be something that
could be considered. Also, Kandota Township stated that there is approximately 700’ that
falls within their township and they would like to do this section at that time also.
Supervisor Ostendorf asked the Supervisors to review Widseth’s proposal and bid and
then bring questions to the next meeting.

9. Unfinished Business

a. Culvert Policy — Clerk Bauer presented a draft Birchdale Township Culvert Policy for the
Board’s review. The new drafted policy allows for dual-wall plastic culverts. The Board
requested that Clerk Bauer update the policy to read, “gray dual-wall plastic culverts”. A
motion was made by Supervisor Bebus, seconded by Supervisor Berscheid and
unanimously accepted to adopt the updated Birchdale Township Culvert Policy with the
requested changes.

b. Aldrin Loop — The Board asked Clerk Bauer and Treasurer VanHavermaet whether all of
the residents along Aldrin Loop had submitted payment for the graveling that was done
along Aldrin Loop. Treasurer VanHaermaet reported that all residents except for 3 have
submitted their payments. Clerk Bauer presented Resolution #2024-11, Resolution to
Adopt Aldrin Loop by Birchdale Township as a township road. A motion was made by
Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by Supervisor Carstens and unanimously accepted to adopt
Resolution #2024-11, Resolution to Adopt Aldrin Loop by Birchdale Township. The
township will not take over plowing and upkeep of Aldrin Loop, which is an unpaved
road. Erv Herdering, who was in attendance, stated that he will add gravel to the road in
the spring.

10. New Business

a. Grey Eagle Fire Board Meeting — The City of Grey Eagle Fire Contract Meeting was held
on November 19, 2024 at 7:00 PM at the Grey Eagle Fire Department Meeting Room.
Supervisor Berscheid attended the meeting and stated that the rates will be staying the
same as last year.

b. Possible Township Election Postcard Mailing — This item is on the Township Calendar of
Events. In the past, a post-card has been sent out to the residents to notify them of the
Annual March Township Election and Meeting. The total cost of the postcard is
approximately $400.00 for the time, copying and postage. The Board was in agreement
that a postcard be again mailed out for this year. Clerk Bauer will prepare a draft postcard
for the Board to review at the next meeting.

c. Notice of Filing for the March Township Election — Clerk Bauer presented the Notice of
Filing for the March Township Election to be held on March 11, 2025. Supervisor
Positions A (Jim Carstens) and Supervisor B (Dale Ahrens) are up for election. The filing



12.

period will be from December 31, 2024 through January 14, 2025 and the cost of filing is
$2.00. The Notice of Election Filing will be posted at the town hall, on the Birchdale
Township website and published in the Long Prairie Leader and Sauk Herald. A motion
was made by Supervisor Bebus, seconded by Supervisor Ostendorf and unanimously
approved to accept the Notice of Election Filing for 2025.

d. Fire Service Contract with the City of Sauk Centre (contract terminates July 1, 2025;
however either party can terminate within 90 days by written notice prior to March 31,
2025) — This item is placed on the agenda simply as a reminder of this information. The
Board agreed by consensus that the township will remain in the contract with the City of
Sauk Centre Fire Department.

e. Supervisor Bebus stated that he was unable to attend last month’s meeting and he
attempted to zoom in for the meeting however the technology was not working properly.
Clerk Bauer stated that she discovered that the power-strip was no longer working and
that is why none of the equipment would operate at the October meeting. Clerk Bauer had
attempted to put Supervisor Bebus on the laptop screen but it was difficult for him to
hear. He would like the option of having supervisors be able to zoom in on the big screen
in the town hall. Treasurer VanHavermaet also stated that she would like an instruction
sheet for the technology to be created in case Clerk Bauer is not at the meeting. Clerk
Bauer will create a laminated instruction sheet and will practice with the technology to
ensure that supervisors could zoom in on the big screen is needed.

11. Information Items
a. Correspondence Received From Minnesota Association of Townships Insurance and
Bond Trust (MATIT) — Clerk Bauer presented the Worker’s Compensation Certificate of
Coverage and Clerk and Treasurer’s Bond Coverage for January 1, 2025 through
December 31, 2025. This also includes notice of the Worker’s Compensation Payroll
Information documentation which is required to be completed by Clerk Bauer prior to
January 31, 2025.

12. Officers Comments
a. None

Adjournment

With no further business, a motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf seconded by Supervisor
Ahrens and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 8:39 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Jackie Bauer
Birchdale Township Clerk



