
BIRCHDALE TOWNSHIP 

    REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

Tuesday, November 29, 2022 – 8:00 P.M. 

 

 

1. Call to Order/ Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call 

 

Chair Jim Carstens called to order the regular meeting of the Birchdale Township 

Board at 8:00 p.m. on Tuesday, November 29, 2022 at the Birchdale Town Hall. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Present were Jim Carstens, Dale Ahrens, 

Arnie Berscheid, Joe Ostendorf, Larry Bebus, Treasurer Marlene VanHavermaet 

and Clerk Jackie Bauer. Also in attendance was Erv Herdering, Chris Bechtold 

from Arvig Communications and William Sjogren (student). 

  

2. Approval of Agenda 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded by Supervisor Ahrens and 

unanimously carried to approve the agenda as amended. 

 

3. Approval of Minutes 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Bebus, seconded by Supervisor Berscheid and 

unanimously carried to approve the October 25, 2022 Regular Meeting minutes.   

 

4. Approval of Treasurer’s Report 

 

Treasurer VanHavermaet presented the October Treasurer’s Report.  A motion 

was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Ostendorf and 

unanimously carried to accept the Treasurer’s Report.  

 

Treasurer VanHavermaet also reported that the Township received the October 

settlement in the amount of $60,384.48, the $5,000.00 weed grant funds and 

$1347.92 in agricultural credit.  

 

5. Approval of Bills 

 

Next presented was the list of bills for the month of November to be considered 

for payment.  A motion was made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by Supervisor 

Bebus and unanimously carried to approve payment of the bills in the amount of 

$9,152.09 (See attached list of bills).  

 

6. Resident’s Comments 

 

a. None. 

 

7. Reports/Requests/Presentations 



 

a. Chris Bechtold who was in attendance, representing Arvig 

Communications, presented information regarding Arvig’s plan to lay 

fiber-optic cable in 2023 across a large part of Todd County including 

parts of Birchdale Township. He presented a map showing where the cable 

would be installed along township road right-of-ways. Funding has been 

made available from the federal government so that hopefully over time, 

broadband high speed internet can be available across all of Minnesota. 

For now, Arvig will be installing cable in higher population areas or where 

residents make requests for service. Some of these roads include Angler, 

Alligator, Amaryllis and Almond Drive. Arvig Communications will be 

sending out a postcard mailing letting residents know about the cabling. 

Residents can contact Arvig and then pay to connect up. If they are located 

further away from the cable, they will pay more to connect up. Hopefully 

within 10 years, all residents will have cabling located near them for 

service. Supervisor Ostendorf stated that he gets questions from Birchdale 

Township residents quite often asking about when highspeed internet will 

come to Birchdale. He asked Chris if he could give out his number and 

have residents contact him about connecting up this coming year. Chris 

stated that yes, that would be great. This information can also be placed on 

the Birchdale Township website. Arvig will begin work southeast of Grey 

Eagle in spring or early summer of 2023. 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded by Supervisor 

Bebus and unanimously approved to support Arvig Communications 

laying as much fiber-optic cable in Birchdale Township as they can in the 

road right-of-ways and returning the road right-of-ways to their original 

condition when the work is completed. 

 

8.  Township Road Report  
 

a. Alcott Lane – Supervisor Ostendorf stated that on November 16
th

, 2022 

there was a house fire at a residence along Alcott Lane, while a snow 

storm was occurring. Highway 28 leading to Alcott Lane and Alcott Lane 

were both slippery and difficult to travel on. An ambulance responding to 

the fire, trucks and wreckers were getting stuck responding to the 

emergency. The home was a total loss. Supervisor Ostendorf stated that 

Mr. Herdering responded immediately with his plow and sanding to assist 

in helping clear the roads and he thanked Erv for being available and 

working so quickly to assist. 

   

9. Unfinished Business 

 

a. FEMA Funding for Minimum Maintenance Roads Update and Decision 

on Whether to Cover Storm Sirens – Clerk Bauer and Supervisor 

Ostendorf reported on their ongoing meetings with the FEMA 



Representatives regarding possible assistance with funding for the three 

minimum maintenance roads in the township. FEMA is not sure if they 

will be able to provide any assistance for minimum maintenance roads 

under their policies and are still making a determination with the maps and 

correspondence that have been provided to them from the township. Clerk 

Bauer and Supervisor Ostendorf will continue to meet with them until a 

decision is made. Supervisor Ostendorf stated that the Minnesota 

Department of Natural Resources representative had also been in contact 

with him and stated that their office does have some funds in the amount 

of $15,000.00 that they could possibly put towards the minimum 

maintenance roads that lead to Minnesota state lands for repair. These 

funds could possibly be pursued if the FEMA funds are determined to not 

be available. 

 

Initially, FEMA had also encouraged the township to include the two 

storm sirens that the township operates as one of the storm sirens 

immediately stopped working after the May storm and it appeared that at 

least one of the sirens incurred damage because of the storm. FEMA felt 

that if the sirens were too old to repair and should be replaced or if they 

needed to work in tandem, that the repair cost might qualify under a 

FEMA grant. Clerk Bauer had then submitted the sirens under the grant 

paperwork earlier in the month. However, since submitting this paperwork 

and in a later meeting this month, a FEMA Representative had additional 

questions regarding the storm sirens. He specifically wanted to know if 

Birchdale Township knew what it might cost to repair the one siren. He 

stated that FEMA would not be able to replace a siren, only repair the one. 

He also stated that the minimum grant threshold dollar amount is 

$3,500.00. He said that it may still be possible to put the siren repair with 

the grant funds for the minimum maintenance repairs if those funds are 

approved however he believes this is appearing to be less likely. He 

doesn’t think that Birchdale Township will be approved for FEMA funds 

at this time so if the storm siren repair is anything less than $3500.00, then 

it also would not be approved. Clerk Bauer stated that the amount of repair 

for the siren is possibly going to be around $750.00 but that a formal quote 

has not been received for that yet. At this point, the FEMA Representative 

stated that his recommendation is that the storm sirens be removed from 

the FEMA grant request, based on the repair cost, the different location of 

the sirens from the minimum maintenance roads and the possibility that 

the funding request for the minimum maintenance roads will be denied. 

Clerk Bauer stated that she did remove the storm sirens from the FEMA 

Grant Request as requested by the FEMA Representative. 

 

The Board discussed how to proceed with the storm sirens. Only part of 

the township can hear the sirens so only part of the township benefits from 

them and yet, there is a cost for maintaining them charged to all of the 

residents of the township. Supervisor Ahrens stated that with the age of 



both of the sirens, they probably should be scrapped as they will probably 

continue to have repair issues (both sirens are at least 50 years old). 

Supervisor Ostendorf stated that when the Board agreed to take on the 

sirens for maintaining them, that maybe the Board acted too quickly and 

should have researched this a bit more. Clerk Bauer did contact the 

Minnesota Department of Homeland Security and their office did not have 

a lot of direction only that mainly counties and cities typically maintain 

sirens but most townships and rural areas use Code-Red. 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor 

Ahrens and unanimously accepted to direct Clerk Bauer to contact Stearns 

Electric and disconnect the electricity to both storm sirens as of December 

31, 2022. Clerk Bauer will do this. Supervisor Carstens stated the sirens 

should also be taken down possibly for scrap metal but it should first be 

determined who actually owns the sirens. 

 

10. New Business 

 

a. Grey Eagle Fire Board Meeting – The City of Grey Eagle Fire Contract 

Meeting was held on November 22, 2022 at 7:00 PM at the Grey Eagle 

Fire Department Meeting Room. Supervisor Berscheid was unable to 

attend so a report was sent out and there are no changes from last year. 

 

b. Possible Township Election Postcard Mailing – This item is on the 

Township Calendar of Events.  In the past, a post-card has been sent out to 

the residents to notify them of the Annual March Township Election and 

Meeting.  The total cost of the postcard is approximately $400.00 for the 

time, copying and postage. The Board was in agreement that a postcard be 

again mailed out for this year and suggested that it might be nice to put the 

agenda on the postcard. Clerk Bauer will prepare a draft postcard for the 

Board to review at the next meeting. 

 

c. Notice of Filing for the March Township Election – Clerk Bauer presented 

the Notice of Filing for the March Township Election to be held on March 

14, 2023.  Supervisor Position E is up for election.  The Filing Period will 

be from January 3, 2023 through January 17, 2023 and the cost of filing is 

$2.00.  Through consensus, the Board directed Clerk Bauer to post this 

notice in the Sauk Herald, Grey Eagle Hometown News and the Long 

Prairie Leader for 2 weeks, post at the town hall and post on the township 

website. 

 

d. Fire Service Contract with the City of Sauk Centre (contract terminates 

July 1, 2023; however either party can terminate within 90 days by written 

notice prior to March 31, 2023) – This item is placed on the agenda simply 

as a reminder of this information.  The Board agreed by consensus that the 



township will remain in the contract with the City of Sauk Centre Fire 

Department. 

 

e. Resolution #2022-12, Designating the Annual Polling Place for Birchdale 

Township – Clerk Bauer presented Resoluton #2022-12, Designating the 

Annual Polling Place for Birchdale Township as required by the State of 

Minnesota. A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by 

Supervisor Ostendorf and unanimously carried to approve Resolution 

#2022-12, Designating The Annual Polling Place for Birchdale Township. 

 

11. Informational Items 

 

a. None. 

 

12. Officers Comments  
a. Supervisor Ahrens stated that there is another request from a farmer in 

Birchdale Township to once again expand his animal units from 999 to 

1499. This is a farmer who just was approved for an expansion a few 

months ago. However neither Clerk Bauer nor any of the Board Members 

have received notice from Todd County Planning & Zoning regarding the 

meeting date and time for this request. Supervisor Bebus will contact Todd 

County to request the meeting information and will share with the Board 

so that at least one township board member can attend. 

 

12. Adjournment 

 

With no further business, a motion was made by Supervisor Ahrens seconded by 

Supervisor Ostendorf and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 9:35 

p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

  

_______________________ 

Jackie Bauer 

Birchdale Township Clerk  


