
BIRCHDALE TOWNSHIP 

    REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

Tuesday, November 30, 2021 – 8:00 P.M. 

 

 

1. Call to Order/ Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call 

 

Vice Chair Joe Ostendorf called to order the regular meeting of the Birchdale 

Township Board at 8:00 p.m. on Tuesday, November 30, 2021 at the Birchdale 

Town Hall. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Present were Dale Ahrens, 

Arnie Berscheid, Joe Ostendorf, Larry Bebus, Treasurer Marlene VanHavermaet 

and Clerk Jackie Bauer. Supervisor James Carstens was absent. Also in 

attendance was Erv Herdering and Ken Hovet, Hartford Township Supervisor. 

  

2. Approval of Agenda 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Ahrens and 

unanimously carried to approve the agenda as amended 

 

3. Approval of Minutes 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Bebus and 

unanimously carried to approve the October 26, 2021 Regular Meeting minutes.   

 

4. Approval of Treasurer’s Report 

 

Treasurer VanHavermaet presented the October Treasurer’s Report.  After 

reviewing information, Treasurer VanHavermaet and Clerk Bauer are unable to 

reconcile the CTAS checking account balance with the Treasurer Report. Because 

of this, the approval of the October Treasurer’s Report will be tabled until the 

December 2021 meeting. Clerk Bauer and Treasurer VanHavermaet will review 

all bank statements and their CTAS programs to find the discrepancy and report 

to the Board at the December 2021 meeting. 

 

Treasurer VanHavermaet also reported that the Township received the October 

settlement in the amount of $53,193.02 and the November settlement in the 

amount of $16,946.02 and additional American Rescue Plan Act funds. Clerk 

Bauer stated that she was notified that because not all of the funds had been spent, 

additional funding would be distributed to towns, cities and townships.  

 

5. Approval of Bills 

 

Next presented was the list of bills for the month of November to be considered 

for payment.  A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by 

Supervisor Ahrens and unanimously carried to approve payment of the bills in the 

amount of $5,852.13 (See attached list of bills).  



 

6. Resident’s Comments 

 

a. None. 

 

7. Reports/Requests/Presentations 

 

a. None. 

 

8.  Township Road Report  
 

a. Grant Funds For Minimum Maintenance Roads Through State Park Road 

Account – Clerk Bauer reported that at least 2 of the 3 minimum 

maintenance roads in Birchdale Township would be eligible roads under 

the State Park Road Account Grant. However, the deadline for the grant 

has already pass for this year so the township will have to look for other 

funding sources or apply for the grant for next year. 

 

b. Road Brushing Progress Update – Supervisor Ostendorf stated that there is 

no current update. MBC will begin brushing work approximately the 

beginning of December starting with trimming back along Alcott Drive. 

MBC will gather any debris such as large rocks that is in the ditch areas 

along with doing the brushing work. 

 

c. MDA Noxious Weed/Invasive Plant Grant – Clerk Bauer gave an update 

regarding Birchdale Township applying for a grant in the amount of 

$5,000.00 for the MDA Noxious Weed/Invasive Plant Grant. Those 

townships eligible for the grant will most likely not be notified until the 

early part of 2022 but Clerk Bauer will verify this with Todd County 

Weed Inspector Nancy Uhlenkamp. 

 

d. Ambassador Trail and Angler Trail Updates – Supervisor Berschied 

advised Mr. Erv Herdering, who was in attendance that care should be 

taken when plowing Ambassador Trail as markers have been placed along 

the entire roadway on both sides of the road so this may make snow 

plowing difficult and only a very narrow path will be able to be made. 

 

Mr. Herdering stated that he did clean up the culvert along Angler Trail 

where water was gathering and this area is now repaired. 

   

9. Unfinished Business 

 

a. Grey Eagle Fire Board Meeting – Supervisor Berscheid attended the Grey 

Eagle Fire Board Meeting. He stated that rates will remain stable for the 

coming year and no changes have been made. 

 



b. Todd County Development Corporation – Supervisor Ostendorf gave an 

update regarding a November 1
st
, 2021 meeting for Todd County and the 

progress to bring broadband to the area. While at the meeting, Supervisor 

Ostendorf was introduced to Mr. Ken Hovet, Hartford Township 

Supervisor. Mr. Hovet was in attendance at this evening’s meeting. 

Addressing the Board, he stated that he has formed a group along with a 

number of townships and residents and the group is working with an 

organization called the Blandin Foundation. Blandin helps to assist 

residents with developing goals and working toward those goals for their 

communities through a 16 week intensive course. Mr. Hovet is inviting 

Birchdale Township Board members to join the group and begin attending 

the meetings which typically occur monthly on the 4
th

 Friday morning. 

There is no cost to join the group but the goal is, through numbers, to be 

able to bring broadband to the entire state of Minnesota and particularly in 

central Minnesota. Eventually, the group would like to form a board of 

directors and raise funds to purchase cable. Eventually, the group could 

contract with Arvig but would install the cable itself. Currently Arvig 

Communications controls the area and where cable is laid so this would 

give the group the ability to lay cable to every single resident that wants it. 

The group has approximately $20,000.00 raised in funds. Mr. Hovet stated 

that if Birchdale Township Board did join the group, that the Board would 

need to create a resolution stating that they are supporting and joining the 

group. Once this is passed and mailed to Mr. Hovet, then all five of the 

supervisors would be encouraged to attend the meetings through zoom or 

watch recordings.  

 

Mr. Hovet thanked the board for their time. He also asked that if the Board 

knew of other Todd County Townships that might be interested, to let him 

know. After he left, the Board discussed that Arvig is currently laying 

cable around the Birch Lake area. If Birchdale Township was interested in 

being a part of this group, they may want to survey residents to see how 

many would like to have broadband internet service. Supervisor Ostendorf 

will attend the next meeting of the Blandin Group and will report back. 

The Board asked to table this until next month’s meeting and further 

discuss it then. 

 

c. Technology for Town Hall – There is no update at this time. The internet 

service has been installed and now equipment needs to be purchased. 

Clerk Bauer will work on setting up business accounts with Amazon and 

Best Buy so that the township can purchase the equipment. 

 

d. Resident Storage Facility Located In Township Road Right-of-Way – 

Supervisor Bebus stated that the storage shed owned by Residents Bradley 

and Cynthia Wren-Gray, has not been moved in any way and it is still 

located in the township road right-of-way. This summer, The Wren-Grays 

had addressed the Board asking for time to look for alternatives to moving 



the shed and had stated they would keep the Board informed. No action 

has happened since then. The Board asked Clerk Bauer to contact 

Township Attorney Troy Gilchrist to ask him what the next steps should 

be. Attorney Gilchrist was informed of this situation this summer so he is 

familiar with the situation. Clerk Bauer will contact him and report back at 

next month’s meeting. 

 

10. New Business 

 

a. Possible Township Election Postcard Mailing – This item is on the 

Township Calendar of Events.  In the past, a post-card has been sent out to 

the residents to notify them of the Annual March Township Election and 

Meeting.  The total cost of the postcard is approximately $400.00 for the 

time, copying and postage. The Board was in agreement that a postcard be 

again mailed out for this year so Clerk Bauer will prepare a draft postcard 

for the Board to review at the next meeting. 

 

b. Notice of Filing for the March Township Election – Clerk Bauer presented 

the Notice of Filing for the March Township Election to be held on March 

8, 2022.  Supervisor Positions A and B are up for election.  The Filing 

Period will be from December 28, 2021 through January 11, 2022 and the 

cost of filing is $2.00.  Through consensus, the Board directed Clerk 

Bauer to post this notice in the Sauk Herald, Grey Eagle Hometown News 

and the Long Prairie Leader for 2 weeks, post at the town hall and post on 

the township website. 

 

c. Fire Service Contract with the City of Sauk Centre (contract terminates 

July 1, 2022; however either party can terminate within 90 days by written 

notice prior to March 31, 2022) – This item is placed on the agenda simply 

as a reminder of this information.  The Board agreed by consensus that the 

township will remain in the contract with the City of Sauk Centre Fire 

Department. 

 

d. Resolution #2021-07, Designating the Annual Polling Place for Birchdale 

Township – Clerk Bauer presented Resoluton #2021-07, Designating the 

Annual Polling Place for Birdchdale Township as required by the State of 

Minnesota. A motion was made by Supervisor Bebus, seconded by 

Supervisor Berscheid and unanimously carried to approve Resolution 

#2021-07, Designating The Annual Polling Place for Birchdale Township. 

 

e. Gopher Bounty Form Revision – Clerk Bauer presented the current 

Gopher Bounty Form that is used by Birchdale Township. The form is 

somewhat confusing because it includes an area for dividing the number 

of gopher feet (required to be county under State of Minnesota statutes) 

divided  by 4 equaling the number of gophers to be paid for. This 

sometimes is confusing for residents who are filling out the form and 



simply put down the total number of gophers caught. The Board suggested 

creating an area at the bottom of the form “for office use only” that shows 

the calculations which the Supervisors will fill out. This should make the 

form easier to complete by residents. Clerk Bauer will draft a new form 

and present at next month’s meeting for approval. 

 

f. Arvig Communications Internet Non-Profit Donation Funding – Clerk 

Bauer has been working with Arvig Communications in order to set up the 

internet invoice through an EFT payment process. She has not completed 

this because a township email must be established. A free township email 

does come with the Township web page service so Clerk Bauer will get 

this set up with Arvig. Arvig also mentioned that because the township is a 

non-profit, they could apply for free internet or reduced internet service by 

receiving a yearly donation. Clerk Bauer asked the Board if she should 

pursue this as an option and they stated that she could. 

 

 

11. Informational Items 

 

The Board then reviewed the following informational items: 

a. Special Assessment Information Requests from Main Street Title –  

1. DKD Construction Inc., 11466 Aldrin Loop, Sauk Centre, 

MN 

2. Sexton Family Cabin, 10554 Angler Drive, Grey Eagle, 

MN 56336 

 

b. Special Assessment Information Request from Hometown Title, LLC –  

1. 11777 Alcott Drive, Sauk Centre, MN 56378 

 

Clerk Bauer responded to all of the above assessments with no pending or 

levied assessments from Birchdale Township and also that Aldrin Loop is 

not a township road. 

 

c. Notice from Todd County Board of Adjustment regarding a Planning & 

Zoning Meeting to be held on Thursday, December 2
nd

, 2021 at 6:00 PM 

regarding variance request for Anthony & Nicole Middendorf, 10808 251
st
 

Avenue, Sauk Centre regarding a request for an increase of 93.02 animal 

units to 99 units in Shoreland-NE Zoning (Pauly Lake). 

 

d. Renewal of Worker’s Compensation Insurance - Clerk Bauer presented 

the Worker’s Compensation documentation from Minnesota Association 

of Townships including the Certificate of Worker’s Compensation and the 

Worker’s Compensation Renewal Invoice and Audit.  This documentation 

is completed annually by Clerk Bauer. 

 

 



12. Officers Comments  
a. Supervisor Berscheid will look into purchasing shades for the windows of 

the town hall especially with the new equipment that will be installed. 

 

 

12. Adjournment 

 

With no further business, a motion was made by Supervisor Bebus seconded by 

Supervisor Ahrens and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 9:35 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

  

_______________________ 

Jackie Bauer 

Birchdale Township Clerk  


