
BIRCHDALE TOWNSHIP 

    REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

Tuesday, December 23, 20255 – 7:30 P.M. 

 

 

1. Call to Order/ Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call 

 

Chair Jim Carstens called to order the regular meeting of the Birchdale Township 

Board at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, December 23, 2025 at the Birchdale Town Hall. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Present were Supervisors Jim Carstens, 

Dale Ahrens, Arnie Berscheid, Larry Bebus, Treasurer Marlene VanHavermaet 

and Clerk Jackie Bauer. Also in attendance was Greg Thooft. 

 

2. Approval of Agenda 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Bebus, and 

unanimously carried to approve the agenda. 

 

3. Approval of Minutes 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by Supervisor Berscheid and 

unanimously carried to approve the November 25, 2025 Regular Meeting 

minutes. 

 

4. Approval of Treasurer’s Report 

 

Treasurer VanHavermaet presented the November Treasurer’s Report. A deposit 

of $69,185.61which is the November Settlement Payment is included in the 

report. A motion was made by Supervisor Bebus, seconded by Supervisor Ahrens, 

and unanimously carried to accept the Treasurer’s Report.  

 

5. Approval of Bills 

 

Next presented was the list of bills for the month of December to be considered 

for payment.  A motion was made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by Supervisor 

Bebus and unanimously carried to approve payment of the bills in the amount of 

$25,966.29. (See attached list of bills).  

 

6. Resident’s Comments 

 

a. None 

 

7. Reports/Requests/Presentations 

 

a. None. 

 



8. Township Road Report 

 

a. Alcott Drive LRIP Grant – Supervisor Ostendorf and Clerk Bauer 

provided an update regarding the Alcott Drive Project and the LRIP Grant. 

Widseth Engineers are preparing a project outline and quote and will 

present this information at the January 27th, Township Meeting. The Board 

asked Clerk Bauer to notify residents along Alcott Drive that an update 

will be given. Clerk Bauer worked with Widseth and County Engineer 

Fellbaum to arrive at a final Local Road Improvement Project Grant grant 

request. After consulting with both, Clerk Bauer submitted a grant request 

for $500,000.00 for the LRIP Grant. Widseth cautioned to not ask for the 

full 1.2 million amount as there are limited funds and Birchdale Township 

would have a better change at being chosen if only a portion of the project 

cost was requested. Engineer Fellbaum agreed with this. There are a lot of 

entities applying for the grant and a limited amount of funds available. 

Applicants will be chosen and notified around the end of March.  

 

b. Township Road Snowplowing – The Board shared that Greg Thooft is 

doing an overall good job of snowplowing. We have had some snow-

storms in the past weeks and a few residents have called Supervisors 

requesting more sand be applied. 

 

9. Unfinished Business 

 

a. Illegal Dumping Update – Supervisor Berscheid reported that he spoke 

with Resident Al VanHavermaet. Al didn’t realize that he was dumping 

debris on township property. He believed that it was in the road right-of-

way. Resident VanHavermaet will remove and burn the debris that he 

dumped and will also notify Resident Meyer that he cannot dump here 

too. Resident VanHavermaet asked Supervisor Berscheid if the township 

would be possibly interested in selling off some of the back lots where 

this is located. The Board will possibly consider this in the future. 

 

b. Supervisor Bebus did give an update regarding the Todd County Opioid 

Settlement Funds and whether there might be funds available to purchase 

an AED Machine for the Town Hall. Supervisor Bebus is waiting for a 

phone call back from Commissioner Byers, to find out whether the 

committee would still consider this an eligible item, even a portion such 

as $500.00. This topic is going to be placed on the agenda for the Annual 

Meeting so that residents can discuss. 

 

c. Postcard Mailer for Annual Meeting – Clerk Bauer requested approval to 

again draft a postcard mailer to be sent to all Birchdale Township 

residents informing them of the Annual Township Election and Meeting. 

The Board was in agreement and directed Clerk Bauer to bring a draft 



postcard to the January meeting. Posting and postcard printing costs are 

roughly $450.00. 

 

10. New Business 

 

a. Intergovernmental Agreement By and Between Birchdale and Kandota 

Townships for Certain Road Improvements - Supervisor Ostendorf 

presented an agreement for the Chairman and Clerk’s signature, that is 

between Birchdale and Kandota Township. There is a portion of road off 

of Alcott Drive that Kandota would also like to have re-claimed/re-tarred 

and in order to share in engineering and project costs, Widseth is 

requesting that the two townships sign this agreement. That way, the 

bidding process can be combined saving on costs. The legal team at 

Minnesota Association of Townships has reviewed the agreement. 

Supervisor Ahrens asked what would happen if Kandota backed out after 

the project started and whether Birchdale would be on the hook for their 

costs. Supervisor Ostendorf stated that this agreement ensures that our 

township would not be responsible for Kandota’s costs if they were to 

back out. A motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded by 

Supervisor Bebus and unanimously agreed to enter into the bidding 

agreement with Kandota Township. Chair Carstens and Clerk Bauer 

signed the agreement and Clerk Bauer will send it to Kandota for their 

signature. 

 

b. 2026 Calendar of Events – The Board reviewed the 2026 Calendar of 

Events as presented by Clerk Bauer. 

 

c. Planning for March Annual Meeting - The Board discussed planning for 

the March 10, 2026 Annual Meeting. Agenda items will include: 

Township Road Report, Township Yearly Budget, Future Planned Projects 

and Possible Purchase of AED Machine.  

 

d. Fire Service Contract with the City of Grey Eagle (Contract will 

automatically renew each year, unless there is a notification by either 

party, thirty days before the end of each contract year. The contract is 

expected to be dated in February) – This item is placed on the agenda 

simply as a reminder of this information. 

 

11. Informational Items 

 

The Board then reviewed the following informational items: 

 

a. 2026 Unemployment Insurance (UI) Tax Rate - Clerk Bauer presented 

correspondence from State of Minnesota Unemployment Insurance. The 

2026 Unemployment Insurance Tax Rate Determination is 0.4% which is 

the same as last year.  



 

b. 2026 Determination of Paid Leave Premium Rate - Clerk Bauer presented 

correspondence from State of Minnesota Paid Leave Office regarding the 

determination of paid leave premium rate. The amount that will be 

deducted from the township board (including clerk and treasurer) wages 

will be .44% off taxable wages which funds both the Family and Medical 

Leave. 

 

c.  Correspondence Received from Home Town Title LLC – Clerk Bauer 

presented a Special Assessment Request from Home Town Title, LLC for 

Alcott Drive, Sauk Centre, MN PID 03-0089800.  Clerk Bauer responded 

that there are no assessments from Birchdale Township. 

 

12. Officers Comments  

 

a. Supervisor Ahrens stated that Richelle, the owner of the Fuller Lake 

Retreat, will request a variance at the January 8th, 2026 Planning & Zoning 

Commission meeting. She is requesting to increase the capacity at the 

retreat center from 14 to 22. The Board is in support of this. 

 

b. Greg Thooft, Tuff Excavating, who was in attendance at the meeting, 

asked the Board whether he should plow snow for the minimum 

maintenance road near Fuller Lake. Supervisor Berscheid stated no, 

because the road will be closed off for now but it should be watched in the 

spring. The DNR has closed the road for repairs. 

 

13. Adjournment 

 

With no further business, a motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded 

by Supervisor Ahrens, and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 8:24 

p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

  

_______________________ 

Jackie Bauer 

Birchdale Township Clerk  


