BIRCHDALE TOWNSHIP
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
Tuesday, December 26, 2023 — 8:00 P.M.

Call to Order/ Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call

Chair Jim Carstens called to order the regular meeting of the Birchdale Township
Board at 8:00 p.m. on Tuesday, December 26, 2023 at the Birchdale Town Hall.
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Present were Supervisors Jim Carstens,
Dale Ahrens, Arnie Berscheid, Joe Ostendorf, Larry Bebus, Treasurer Marlene
VanHavermaet and Clerk Jackie Bauer. Also in attendance was Chris Pelzer,
Todd County Coordinator and Erv Herdering, township conractor.

. Approval of Agenda

A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Ahrens,
and unanimously carried to approve the agenda.

. Approval of Minutes

A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Bebus and
unanimously carried to approve the November 28, 2023 Regular Meeting
minutes.

. Approval of Treasurer’s Report

Treasurer VanHavermaet presented the November Treasurer’s Report. A deposit
of $19,986.53 which is the November Settlement Payment is included in the
report. A motion was made by Supervisor Bebus, seconded by Supervisor
Ostendorf, and unanimously carried to accept the Treasurer’s Report.

. Approval of Bills

Next presented was the list of bills for the month of December to be considered
for payment. A motion was made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by Supervisor
Ostendorf and unanimously carried to approve payment of the bills in the amount
of $14,386.66. (See attached list of bills).

. Resident’s Comments

a. None

Reports/Requests/Presentations




a. Chris Pelzer, Todd County Coordinator, presented information to the
Board regarding the Broadband Coalition’s progress in bringing
broadband to the entire county. The Broadband Coalition is a group of
citizens who have been meeting to work on the issue of lack of internet
availability in Todd County. Chris stated that currently 25% of Birchdale
Township is unserved. There are various providers who have made some
progress installing broadband cabling but this is spotty due to available
grant funding. Different providers are applying for available grants but the
Broadband Coalition has been surveying residents and gathering data for
providers to utilize for their grant applications. The Broadband Coalition
would like letters of support from Todd County and the townships. These
letters could then be included in grant applications. Supervisor Ostendorf
asked whether providers would cross other providers areas that are already
served in order to install cable. County Coordinator Pelzer stated that yes,
there is collaboration between providers in order to cross boundaries.
Supervisor Ostendorf also asked whether the Todd County Commissioners
are in support of the request by the Broadband Coalition. Coordinator
Pelzer stated that they are in support but are not able to support
financially. The Supervisors each agreed to sign the letters of support
individually and Coordinator Pelzer then took the copies of the letters with
her.

8. Township Road Report

a. Supervisor Berscheid stated that a resident is parking a semi-truck along
the south side of Ambling Trail. The Board asked Clerk Bauer to send a
letter to the resident asking him to find an alternate location to park his
truck, due to safety and the township road policy regarding keeping roads
clear for snow-plowing, grading and gravel work. Clerk Bauer will do this.

b. Supervisor Berscheid was contacted by a resident who lives along Alcott
Drive and had a general question asking if the township does any tarring
work, are mailbox posts removed. Supervisor Berscheid informed the
resident that no, mailbox posts are not removed when this type of work is
done.

c. Supervisor Ahrens who is also the township weed inspector along with
Supervisor Bebus, is completing the Annual Weed Inspection Form for
Todd County. He inquired with County Weed Inspector Nancy
Uhlenkamp whether to report brushing work on the form also and she
stated no, only mowing and spraying work should be included on the
form. He completed the paperwork and Clerk Bauer will submit the form
to the county.

9. Unfinished Business




. The Possibility of Changing The Time of Monthly Board Meetings —
This item is being kept on the agenda until the 2024 Township Annual
Meeting for discussion whether the start time of the monthly meetings
should be changed from 8:00 PM to 7:30 or 7:00 PM. This will need to
be approved by residents at the annual meeting.

. Subordinate Service District (SSD) to Improve Ambling Trail — Clerk
Bauer updated the Board on the process of establishing an SSD to
improve Ambling Trail. A notice that the Board is pursuing setting up an
SSD for Ambling Trail has been posted in the Sauk Herald and Long
Prairie Leader as well as posted at the town hall and on the township
website. The SSD will go into effect in 60 days which will be on January
22, 2024. In the meantime, Attorney Gilchrist encouraged the township to
begin to seek quotes for engineering and tarring for Ambling Trail.
Supervisor Berscheid contacted County Engineer Loren Fellbaum and he
stated that County Road 2 will also have re-tarring done and the township
can work with the county to have the same contractor do the work. This
will save expenses for the project.

Local Road Improvement Program Grant Application — Clerk Bauer
shared statistics that Todd County Engineer Loren Fellbaum received
regarding the number of applications for the LRIP Grant that Birchdale
Township applied for. If awarded the grant, these funds will be used to
re-claim Alcott Drive. The grant recipients will be chosen in March 2024.

. Postcard Mailer for Annual Meeting — Clerk Bauer inquired with the
Board whether they would like to do a postcard mailing again to be sent
to residents informing them of the township election and annual meeting.
The Board would like to do this again and requested that Clerk Bauer
work on a draft to present at the January 2024 meeting.

Township Updated Technology — New laptops and a wireless printer for
the clerk and treasurer and the town hall have been received. These items
were paid for through a Sourcewell Grant. Clerk Bauer and Treasurer
VanHavermaet will work on setting up the laptops and once furniture has
been received, the printer will be set up in the town hall. The meeting
chairs and board chairs have also been ordered and will be shipped soon.
Freeport Electrical has completed all of the lighting work in the town
hall.

Supervisor Ostendorf was contacted by the Minnesota DNR. They would
like a barricade put up on 130" Avenue, which is a minimum
maintenance road in the township. This is the road where the DNR
provided funds to create a parking lot and repair of the road. Because of



the warm weather, the road is very soft and needs to firm up. Supervisor
Ostendorf will put up 2 barricades by the parking lot area.

10. New Business

a. Notice of Filing for the March Township Election — Clerk Bauer presented
the Notice of Filing for the March 2024 Township Election to be held on
March 12, 2024. Supervisors C and D are up for election. The filing period
will be from January 2, 2024 through January 16, 2024 and the cost of
filing is $2.00. A motion was made by Supervisor Bebus, seconded by
Supervisor Ahrens and unanimously carried to approve the Notice of
Filing for the March Township Election. This notice will be posted at the
town hall, on the township website and in the Sauk Herald and Long
Prairie Leader.

b. Notice of March Township Election and Annual Meeting — Clerk Bauer
updated the Board regarding the upcoming March Township Election and
Annual Meeting to be held on March 12, 2024. The election will run from
4:00 PM until 8:00 PM at the Town Hall. The Board of Canvass will be
held at 8:00 PM and the Annual Meeting will begin at 8:15 PM. The
notice will be posted at the town hall, on the township website and in the
Sauk Herald and Long Prairie Leader. A motion was made by Supervisor
Bebus, seconded by Supervisor Berscheid and unanimously carried to
approve the Notice of the March Township Election and Annual Meeting.

c. 2024 Calendar of Events - The Board reviewed the Calendar of Events for
the 2024 year. A motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded by
Supervisor Ahrens and unanimously carried to approve the 2024 Calendar
of Events.

d. Planning for March Annual Meeting - The Board discussed planning for
the March 12, 2024 Annual Meeting. Agenda items will include:
Township Road Report, Township Yearly Budget, Future Planned Projects
Including Alcott Drive and Ambling Trail, Changing the Time of the
Monthly Board Meeting and an update on broadband. Treasurer
VanHavermaet and Clerk Bauer recommend that the 2025 Levy be
increased in order to again increase funds in the Road and Bridge
Account. Last year, the levy was approved at $358,000.00 but residents
recommended that the levy be increased by $100,000.00 the following
year also. Tarred roads in the township are beginning to come up for repair
and replacement and increasing the levy incrementally each year will
ensure that there are enough funds to repair and maintain the township
roads. The Supervisors were in agreement with this recommendation and
this amount will be presented to the residents for them to vote on at the
annual meeting.



e. Fire Service Contract with the City of Grey Eagle (Contract will
automatically renew each year, unless there is a notification by either
party, thirty days before the end of each contract year. The contract is
expected to be dated in February) — This item is placed on the agenda
simply as a reminder of this information.

11. Informational Items

The Board then reviewed the following informational items:

g. Correspondence Received From Department of Agriculture — Clerk Bauer
presented correspondence received from the Minnesota Department of
Agriculture (MDA) regarding Birchdale Township’s grant application for
a 2024 Noxious and Invasive Weed Grant. There were more proposals
than funding available. The proposal was not selected for funding. Clerk
Bauer will follow up with the contact at MDA for feedback on the grant
application to assist with next year’s application.

h. 2024 Unemployment Insurance (Ul) Tax Rate - Clerk Bauer presented
correspondence from State of Minnesota Unemployment Insurance. The
2024 Unemployment Insurance Tax Rate Determination is 0.1%. This is
the same rate as 2023.

i. Correspondence Received From Todd County Auditor/Treasurer’s Office
— Clerk Bauer presented correspondence received from the Todd County
Auditor/Treasurer’s Office regarding funding being received from the
State of Minnesota Legislature to assist counties with election expenses.
Funding will now be distributed each year from the Minnesota Secretary
of State’s Office. $6,924.09 was distributed to Todd County (the
distribution was 20% allocated equally to all 87 counties and 80%
allocated to counties based on their proportion of registered voters as of
5/1/2023). Counties and local units of government (townships) are to
devise an agreement for distributing the $6,924.09 VOTER Account
funds. If this is not done, the default allocation by law is to distribute 25%
of the funds to each township along with 25% in proportion to their share
of registered voters as of May 1% which would equal $82.77 and would
need to be segregated from other funds and reporting provided to the State
of Minnesota. Todd County is recommending that the entire amount be
retained by Todd County for the purpose of using it towards election
expenses the county incurs on behalf of the townships. If the Board agrees
to the recommendation from Todd County, a resolution and agreement
drafted by the county needs to be signed and returned. A motion was made
by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Ostendorf and
unanimously carried to approve Resolution #2023-12, VVoting Operations,



13.

Technology & Election Resources (VOTER) Account Agreement By and
Between Todd County and Township of Birchdale.

J.  MATIT Consolidated Coverage Document from the Minnesota
Association of Township Insurance & Bond Trust — Clerk Bauer presented
the MATIT Consolidated Coverage Document.

k. Correspondence Received From Todd County Planning & Zoning — Clerk
Bauer presented correspondence received from Todd County Planning &
Zoning regarding a public hearing to be held on Thursday, January 4™,
2024 at 6:00 PM. On the agenda is a request by Dairy Ridge LLC, 21695
State Highway 287, Long Prairie, MN to expand the existing feedlot in
AF-1 Zoning: Increase from 1695 head of dairy cows to 2395 head of
dairy cows over 1000 pounds, construct two 276’ x 128’ total confinement
barns and expand a current barn by 116’ x 90°, construct a 995” x 335’ x
16’ earthen LMSA and a 20,000 of concrete LMSA and expand the feed
storage area by 85,294 square feet. Supervisor Dale Ahrens and Larry
Bebus will plan to attend the meeting.

12. Officers Comments

a. None

Adjournment
With no further business, a motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded

by Supervisor Ostendorf, and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 9:19
p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Jackie Bauer
Birchdale Township Clerk



