
BIRCHDALE TOWNSHIP 

    REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

Tuesday, December 27, 2022 – 8:00 P.M. 

 

 

1. Call to Order/ Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call 

 

Chair Jim Carstens called to order the regular meeting of the Birchdale Township 

Board at 8:00 p.m. on Tuesday, December 27, 2022 at the Birchdale Town Hall. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Present were Supervisors Jim Carstens, 

Dale Ahrens, Arnie Berscheid, Joe Ostendorf, Larry Bebus, Treasurer Marlene 

VanHavermaet and Clerk Jackie Bauer.  

 

2. Approval of Agenda 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Ahrens, 

and unanimously carried to approve the agenda. 

 

3. Approval of Minutes 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded by Supervisor Bebus and 

unanimously carried to approve the November 29, 2022 Regular Meeting minutes 

as amended. 

 

4. Approval of Treasurer’s Report 

 

Treasurer VanHavermaet presented the December Treasurer’s Report. A deposit 

of $15,227.77 which is the November Settlement Payment is included in the 

report. A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor 

Ahrens, and unanimously carried to accept the Treasurer’s Report.  

 

5. Approval of Bills 

 

Next presented was the list of bills for the month of December to be considered 

for payment.  A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by 

Supervisor Bebus and unanimously carried to approve payment of the bills in the 

amount of $8,322.81. (See attached list of bills).  

 

6. Resident’s Comments 

 

a. None 

 

7. Reports/Requests/Presentations 

 

a. None 

 



8. Township Road Report 
 

a. FEMA Grant Funding Update For Minimum Maintenance Roads Repair 

Update – Clerk Bauer and Supervisor Ostendorf updated the Board 

regarding the pursuing of FEMA funds for repairing the 3 minimum 

maintenance roads in the township. After providing some of the required 

paperwork for FEMA and their review, FEMA doesn’t believe that the 

minimum maintenance roads will qualify for the funds. They don’t think 

there is a way to establish what condition the minimum maintenance roads 

were in immediately prior to the May 2022 Storm. Supervisor Ostendorf 

and Clerk Bauer both agreed that it was best to drop pursuing the funds as 

FEMA was having a difficult time approving Birchdale Township’s 

request. Supervisor Ostendorf did state that a Representative from the 

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources had shared with Supervisor 

Ostendorf that the DNR would have $15,000.00 available to help assist 

with fixing two of the minimum maintenance roads, which both lead to 

public land that is owned by the DNR. Treasurer Marlene VanHavermaet 

asked whether just basic repairs could be made to the minimum 

maintenance roads and whether the township would have any liability if 

someone was hurt using the roads. Supervisor Berscheid stated that the 

roads are identified as minimum maintenance so anyone using the roads 

would understand that the roads are maintained very minimally. 

Supervisor Berscheid felt we could do this. Supervisor Carstens asked 

whether any of the roads could be turned back to the landowners but 

Supervisor Ahrens stated that the State of Minnesota owns land on at least 

two of the roads.  

 

Supervisor Ostendorf asked whether it would be good to know how many 

residents are actually using the roads and that maybe we could rent a 

counter to get an idea of traffic counts on the three roads. He thinks that 

having the counter in place from March through November would be best 

period of time. He also asked whether the gas tax that the township 

receives also covers the mileage for the minimum maintenance roads. 

Clerk Bauer will check on this and Supervisor Ostendorf will look into a 

counter. For now, we will keep the minimum maintenance roads on the 

agenda as an ongoing item until a decision is made on how to proceed 

with repairing them. 

 

b. Storm Sirens – Clerk Bauer contacted Stearns Electric and they will be 

disconnecting the electricity to the two storm sirens on January 2, 2023. 

Clerk Bauer was also contacted by Jeff Mayer from the Big Lake Sauk 

Association who wanted to know what date the sirens would be 

disconnected so that he could include in the lake association newsletter. 

Clerk Bauer did provide hi this information. 

 



c. Mailbox Damage for 251
st
 Avenue – Clerk Bauer was contacted by 

Resident Josh Tesch who stated that his mailbox was damaged by 

snowplowing. Clerk Bauer contacted Supervisor Berscheid and he and 

Supervisor Ostendorf will go and view the damaged mailbox to see to 

what extent the damage is. They asked Clerk Bauer to contact the resident 

and let them know that the supervisors will be stopping by to look at it but 

that the resident should try to prop it up as best as he could. They may 

require the resident to purchase a swinging mailbox arm through the 

township and install it once the ground thaws but they will determine that 

once they view the damaged mailbox. 

 

 

9. Unfinished Business 

 

a. Postcard Mailer for Annual Meeting – Clerk Bauer update the Board 

regarding a postcard mailing for the Township Annual Meeting and 

Election to be held on Tuesday March 14, 2023. She asked the Board for 

agenda items to be placed on the postcard and any other information that 

they would like to see. Suggestions included adding an update for fiber-

optic cabling being installed in the township this summer, sharing and 

feedback on township road maintenance and state land usage. Clerk 

Bauer will again work with Schmidt Printing to create a mock-up of the 

postcard for the next meeting. 

 

10. New Business 

 

a. 2023 Calendar of Events - The Board reviewed the Calendar of Events for 

the 2023 year. 

 

b. Planning for March Annual Meeting - The Board discussed planning for 

the March 14, 2023 Annual Meeting. Agenda items will include: 

Township Road Report, Township Yearly Budget, Five Year Capital 

Improvement Plan and update on fiber-optic cabling being installed in the 

township by Arvig Communications.  

 

c. Fire Service Contract with the City of Grey Eagle (Contract will 

automatically renew each year, unless there is a notification by either 

party, thirty days before the end of each contract year. The contract is 

expected to be dated in February) – This item is placed on the agenda 

simply as a reminder of this information. 

 

11. Informational Items 

 

The Board then reviewed the following informational items: 

 



a. 2023 Unemployment Insurance (UI) Tax Rate - Clerk Bauer presented 

correspondence from State of Minnesota Unemployment Insurance. The 

2023 Unemployment Insurance Tax Rate Determination is 0.1%. Last 

year, the 2022 Unemployment Insurance Tax Rate Determination was 

0.5%. 

 

b. Minnesota Election Notification Form/Certification & Ballot Layout 

Request Form -  Clerk Bauer presented correspondence received from 

Todd County regarding the Election Notification Form and Certification 

of Ballot Layout Request for the March 14
th

, 2023 Township Election.  

There will be one Supervisor opening on this year’s ballot:  Position E 

(currently held by Supervisor Larry Bebus). 

 

c.   MATIT Consolidated Coverage Document from the Minnesota 

Association of Township Insurance & Bond Trust – Clerk Bauer 

presented the MATIT Consolidated Coverage Document.  

 

d. Correspondence received from the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 

– Correspondence regarding a public hearing to be held on Thursday, 

February 16
th

 at 2:00 PM over Zoom. This hearing is regarding a 

Proposed Amendment to Rules for Government Water Quality 

Standards-Use Classification 2, Minnesota rules, Chapter 7050, 

Revisor’s ID #R-04692, OAH Docket #23-9003-37415. 

 

12. Officers Comments  

 

a. None 

 

13. Adjournment 

 

With no further business, a motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded 

by Supervisor Ahrens, and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 9:11 

p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

  

_______________________ 

Jackie Bauer 

Birchdale Township Clerk  


