BIRCHDALE TOWNSHIP
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
Tuesday, December 29, 2020 — 8:00 P.M.

Call to Order/ Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call

Chair Jim Carstens called to order the regular meeting of the Birchdale Township
Board at 8:00 p.m. on Tuesday, December 29, 2020 at the Birchdale Town Hall.
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Present were Supervisors Jim Carstens,
Dale Ahrens, Arnie Berscheid, Joe Ostendorf, Larry Bebus, Treasurer Marlene
VanHavermaet and Clerk Jackie Bauer. Also in attendance was Ervin Herdering
and Residents Gary Metcalf, Robert Floecke and Megan Jacob.

. Approval of Agenda

A motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded by Supervisor Bebus, and
unanimously carried to approve the agenda as amended.

. Approval of Minutes

A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Ahrens,
and unanimously carried to approve the November 24, 2020 Regular Meeting
minutes.

. Approval of Treasurer’s Report

Treasurer VanHavermaet presented the December Treasurer’s Report. The
November Settlement payment in the amount of $13,785.78 was also received
from Todd County and is included in the deposits for this month. A motion was
made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded by Supervisor Bebus, and unanimously
carried to accept the Treasurer’s Report.

. Approval of Bills

Next presented was the list of bills for the month of December to be considered
for payment. A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by
Supervisor Bebus and unanimously carried to approve payment of the bills in the
amount of $7,217.65 (See attached list of bills).

. Resident’s Comments

a. Residents who live around Higgins Long Lake were in attendance. They
presented to the Board that the level of the lake has continued to rise each
year and is at an extremely high level. They are asking Birchdale
Township to lower the culvert that is located under Blue Bird Avenue. The



residents also want to keep the Board informed that they have had a
feasibility study done by Widsmith, Smith and Nolting Engineering and
are working with Todd County offices along with Sauk River Watershed.
The study is recommending that the lake level needs to be lowered by 4
feet with the water being routed eventually to Sauk Lake. The group is
also working with the DNR. The Board was in agreement that the culvert
located under Blue Bird Avenue can be lowered and they also appreciated
that the residents are keeping the Board informed regarding this project.
Resident Megan Jacob will email the Supervisors a copy of the feasibility
study for their review. She noted that the cost estimate numbers in the
study need to be corrected with more updated cost estimates. Supervisor
Carstens commented to the residents that they have done a very thorough
job in working on this project. The Board requested that the residences
come back in the spring and inform the Board of their progress. The
culvert can be then lowered in the spring also. Clerk Bauer will check into
possible grant options for funding this project also.

Resident Gary Metcalf who was part of the group also asked the Board if
he would be able to have a “Private Drive” sign placed at the end of Blue
Gill. A motion was made by Supervisor Bebus, seconded by Supervisor
Ahrens and approved for Resident Metcalf to place a “Private Drive” sign
at the end of Blue Gill.

7. Reports/Requests/Presentations

a. None

8. Township Road Report

a. None

9. Unfinished Business

a. Update Regarding Road Vacation Request by Resident Wren-Gray —
Supervisors Bebus and Berscheid updated the Board regarding their
meeting with Resident Wren-Gray. Resident Wren-Gray wants to vacate a
portion of the road between her home and the cemetery. Todd County GIS
did come out and provided her the boundary lines so Adam from Todd
County is aware of the situation. Resident Wren-Gray is having a surveyor
come out also. She would like to add a handicap ramp and car port, but the
Birchdale Cemetery Board is concerned already as there was a dumpster
that was placed in this same area and was blocking access to the cemetery.
Todd County is currently working with Resident Wren-Gray on this
request so the township Board will wait to see what the outcome is.



b. Postcard Mailer for Annual Meeting — Clerk Bauer updated the Board
regarding a postcard mailing for the Township Annual Meeting and
Election to be held on Tuesday March 9", 2021. She asked the board what
information to include on the post-card. She will have a draft post-card
prepared for the January 2021 meeting for the board to approve.

c. Birchdale Township Website Update — Clerk Bauer updated the Board
regarding the process of the new Birchdale Township website which is
www.birchdaletownship.com. Currently, Clerk Bauer is adding content
and she will also teach Treasurer VanHavermaet how to do this so that
they are both able to update the new website. Clerk Bauer will also add the
website address to the postcard that will go out to residents regarding the
annual meeting.

10. New Business

a. 2021 Calendar of Events - The Board reviewed the Calendar of Events for
the 2021 year.

b. Planning for March Annual Meeting - The Board discussed planning for
the March, 2021 Annual Meeting. Agenda items will include: Township
Road Report, Township Budget, Five Year Capital Improvement Plan,
Dust Control, the new website and tree trimming and ditch mowing that
has been completed for this year along with plans for the coming year.
Supervisor Ostendorf stated that MBC Drainage felt that to complete the
trimming of the rest of the township roads, it would take between 3 and 6
weeks and estimates that the cost would be similar to what was spent this
year which was approximately $120,000.00. This would finish all of the
roads within the township. Supervisor Carstens stated that the road ditches
should then continue to be maintained so that the tree growth does not get
as far along as it was and trimming could be done more on a maintenance
schedule. Supervisor Berscheid stated that he would like to see the larger
trees trimmed closer to the ground for the next round of trimming.

c. Renewal of Worker’s Compensation Insurance — Clerk Bauer presented
the Worker’s Compensation documentation from the Minnesota
Association of Townships. She will complete the documentation as
required and submit by the deadline of January 31%, 2021.

d. Fire Service Contract with the City of Grey Eagle (Contract will
automatically renew each year, unless there is a notification by either
party, thirty days before the end of each contract year. The contract is
expected to be dated in February) — This item is placed on the agenda
simply as a reminder of this information.


http://www.birchdaletownship.com/

e.

Home Town News — Clerk Bauer stated that at last year’s annual meeting,
a resident had suggested that the township post notices in the Grey Eagle
Home Town News also because it is free to do so. However Clerk Bauer
attempted to post the election filing notice and was informed that there is a
charge for this so she did not post the notice. Clerk Bauer will add this
information to the agenda for the annual meeting.

11. Informational ltems

The Board then reviewed the following informational items:

a.

2021 Unemployment Insurance (Ul) Tax Rate - Clerk Bauer presented
correspondence from State of Minnesota Unemployment Insurance
regarding 2021 Unemployment Insurance Tax Rate Notice. The
correspondence stated that the tax rate determination is being postponed
until late January due to COVID.

Minnesota Election Notification Form/Certification & Ballot Layout
Request Form - Clerk Bauer presented correspondence received from
Todd County regarding the Election Notification Form and Certification
of Ballot Layout Request for the March 9", 2021 Township Election.
There will be two Supervisor openings on this year’s ballot: Position C
(currently held by Supervisor Joe Ostendorf) and Position D (currently
held by Supervisor Arnie Berscheid).

Correspondence received from Todd County Board of Adjustments —
Clerk Bauer presented correspondence received from Todd County Board
of Adjustments stating that there is a current opening on the Board of
Adjustments and any citizen of Todd County is encouraged to apply. The
final decision for appointing this new member is the responsibility of the
Todd County Board of Commissioners. Citizens who are interested in
serving in this opening are encouraged to contact the office of the Todd
County Planning and Zoning at 320-732-4420 or email:
toddplan.zone@co.todd.mn.us.

Correspondence received from Todd County Planning Commission —
Clerk Bauer presented correspondence received from the Todd County
Planning Commission regarding a public hearing to be held on Thursday,
December 3 at 6:00 PM via phone conference call regarding a request by
Jeff Hines, Lakeside Property Group LLC to rezone 5 acres from R-10 to
Shoreland RD zoning for future development.

Correspondence received from Minnesota Pollution Control Agency —
Clerk Bauer presented correspondence received from the Minnesota
Pollution Control Agency regarding a public hearing to be held on
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13.

February 4™, 2021 at 2:00 PM via Webex for Proposed Amendments to
Rules Governing Water Quality Standards.

f. Special Assessment Request For Tyler Ahrens, 27367 State 28, Grey
Eagle, received from Main Street Title & Closing and Special Assessment
Request for Geraldean Ann Newgaard, 12949 Birch Drive, Sauk Centre —
Clerk Bauer responded to both requests that there are no assessments from
Birchdale Township.

12. Officers Comments

a. Supervisor Ahrens stated that Alcott Drive needs to have more salt/sand
added and Mr. Herdering, who was in attendance, will do this.

Treasurer Van Havermaet stated that there is a fairly large hole near
Alligator Road and the state highway which was damaged this summer
when Todd County worked on the roads. The county will hopefully repair
this damage this spring.

Supervisor Carstens stated that he was contacted by a resident who asked
if there was anyone that the Board knew of who could plow his private
drive. If the Board does know anyone, please have them contact
Supervisor Carstens.

Supervisor Ostendorf stated that there is a really good article from MAT in
the Township magazine regarding trimming of larger trees and the process
of working with residents. He stated that the article suggests always
contacting the resident if the tree is either 6> or more in diameter or 2’ or
more above the ground. If tree trimming is done this coming year along
Alcott, it will be important to let residents know that this is happening and
the website might be a good way to share this information. Supervisor
Ostendorf will assist Clerk Bauer in creating a notification regarding
upcoming tree trimming for posting on the new township website.

Adjournment

With no further business, a motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded
by Supervisor Ostendorf, and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 9:20
p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Jackie Bauer
Birchdale Township Clerk



