
BIRCHDALE TOWNSHIP 

    REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

Tuesday, December 31, 2024 – 8:00 P.M. 

 

 

1. Call to Order/ Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call 

 

Chair Jim Carstens called to order the regular meeting of the Birchdale Township 

Board at 8:00 p.m. on Tuesday, December 31, 2024 at the Birchdale Town Hall. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Present were Supervisors Jim Carstens, 

Dale Ahrens, Arnie Berscheid, Larry Bebus, Treasurer Marlene VanHavermaet 

and Clerk Jackie Bauer. Also in attendance was Greg Thooft, Jaz Harris, Erv 

Herdering and Kevin Herdering. 

 

2. Approval of Agenda 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Bebus, and 

unanimously carried to approve the agenda. 

 

3. Approval of Minutes 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by Supervisor Berscheid and 

unanimously carried to approve the November 26, 2024 Regular Meeting 

minutes. 

 

4. Approval of Treasurer’s Report 

 

Treasurer VanHavermaet presented the November Treasurer’s Report. A deposit 

of $55,877.05 which is the November Settlement Payment is included in the 

report. A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor 

Ahrens, and unanimously carried to accept the Treasurer’s Report.  

 

5. Approval of Bills 

 

Next presented was the list of bills for the month of December to be considered 

for payment.  Supervisor Ahrens asked Supervisor Carstens where Hoffman had 

done tree trimming and he stated Ambling Trail, Alligator Road and a few others. 

A motion was made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by Supervisor Bebus and 

unanimously carried to approve payment of the bills in the amount of $26,789.25. 

(See attached list of bills).  

 

6. Resident’s Comments 

 

a. None 

 

7. Reports/Requests/Presentations 



 

a. None. 

 

8. Township Road Report 

 

a. Snow Plowing Sub-Contracting – Supervisor Ahrens introduced Greg 

Thooft to the Board. Erv and Kevin Herdering, our snow removal 

contractors are asking whether they could sub-contract snow plowing 

work for Birchdale Township to Greg. Erv Herdering is looking to cut 

back on some of the work that his company is doing and Greg is located in 

the township and is looking to grow his business. Greg has 1 plow-truck 

and lives near Pauly Lake. Erv and Kevin would assist Greg in completing 

plowing work in the township. Kevin will show Greg where plowing is 

done in Birchdale. Greg will strictly cover Birchdale where now 

Herderings cover 7 townships and the city of Grey Eagle. They have 8 

trucks. Supervisor Ahrens asked how the billing would work. Because salt 

and sand will still be provided by Herdering, it would be easiest for 

Herdering to continue to bill and then pay Greg directly for his work. Greg 

does own an excavator but he is looking to purchase more equipment in 

the future. The Board is in support of having Mr. Thooft do the plowing 

for Birchdale Township on a trial basis. A motion was made by Supervisor 

Ahrens, seconded by Supervisor Bebus and unanimously approved to have 

Mr. Greg Thooft sub-contract with Herdering Inc. to do the snowing 

plowing for Birchdale Township. Clerk Bauer will work with Mr. Thooft 

to ensure he provides a commercial liability insurance policy for Birchdale 

Township. 

 

b. Aldrin Loop Plowing - Supervisor Ahrens stated that after checking with 

Clerk Bauer to verify that all residents have paid, he contacted Mr. 

Herdering and he did plow Aldrin Loop. Birchdale Township recently 

took over Aldrin Loop as a township road after each resident paid toward 

having additional gravel brought in to insure the road was at a standard for 

the township to take on the road. 

 

c. Alcott Drive Engineering Plan Review – This item is tabled until the 

January 2025 meeting as Supervisor Ostendorf was unable to attend the 

December 2024 meeting. Supervisors would like the engineer from 

Widseth to attend one of the future board meetings this spring. 

 

 

9. Unfinished Business 

 

a. Postcard Mailer for Annual Meeting – Clerk Bauer inquired with the 

Board whether they would like to do a postcard mailing again to be sent 

to residents informing them of the township election and annual meeting. 



The Board would like to do this again and requested that Clerk Bauer 

work on a draft to present at the January 2025 meeting. 

 

10. New Business 

 

a. 2025 Calendar of Events – This item is tabled for the January 2025 

meeting as Clerk Bauer did not have the calendar of events prepared. 

 

b. Planning for March Annual Meeting - The Board discussed planning for 

the March 11, 2025 Annual Meeting. Agenda items will include: 

Township Road Report, Township Yearly Budget and Future Planned 

Projects Including Alcott Drive.  

 

c. Fire Service Contract with the City of Grey Eagle (Contract will 

automatically renew each year, unless there is a notification by either 

party, thirty days before the end of each contract year. The contract is 

expected to be dated in February) – This item is placed on the agenda 

simply as a reminder of this information. 

 

11. Informational Items 

 

The Board then reviewed the following informational items: 

 

b. 2023 Unemployment Insurance (UI) Tax Rate - Clerk Bauer presented 

correspondence from State of Minnesota Unemployment Insurance. The 

2025 Unemployment Insurance Tax Rate Determination is 0.4%.  

 

c. Correspondence Received from Main Street Title & Closings LLC – Clerk 

Bauer presented a Special Assessment Request from Main Street Title 

Closings LLC from Adam and Brittany Polipnick, 21434 110th Street, 

Sauk Centre, MN. Clerk Bauer responded that there are no assessments 

from Birchdale Township. 

 

d. Hazard Mitigation Plan Update Meeting Invitation – Clerk Bauer 

presented an email from Todd County Emergency Management Director 

Mike Wizniewski regarding a Todd County Hazard Mitigation Plan 

Meeting to be held in-person and virtually on Thursday, February 6th from 

2:00-3:30 PM. This is a stakeholder’s input meeting and RSVP is 

requested. The meeting will be facilitated by personnel from the 

University of Minnesota-Duluth. Supervisor Bebus will plan to attend. 

 

e. 2024 Local Weed Inspector Annual Township & City Report – Clerk 

Bauer presented correspondence received from the Todd County Weed 

Inspector Nancy Uhlenkamp. Supervisor Ahrens and Supervisor Bebus 

will ensure that the form is completed, signed and returned to Nancy 

Uhlenkamp by March 1st, 2025. 



 

f. Correspondence Received From Todd County Planning & Zoning – Clerk 

Bauer pesented correspondence received from Todd County Planning & 

Zoning regarding a public hearing to be held on Thursday, January 2nd, 

2025 at 6:00 PM at the Historic Courthouse Commissioner’s Boardroom 

regarding Michael and Jeanne Bushard, Section 23, Birchdale Township, 

Little Birch Lake, 27779 Ambling Trail, Grey Eagle, MN, request to 

create Ambling Trail Plat, a two-lot plat plus an Outlot in-Recreational 

Development Shoreland and also AF-1 Zoning. Supervisor Berscheid will 

plan to attend this meeting. 

 

12. Officers Comments  

 

a. Supervisor Carstens asked Clerk Bauer to add the feedlot along Pauley 

Lake owned by Resident Arnie Gruenes to be added to the January 2025 

meeting agenda. He has received some resident concerns and would like to 

discuss this at the meeting. 

 

13. Adjournment 

 

With no further business, a motion was made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by 

Supervisor Berscheid, and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 8:48 

p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

  

_______________________ 

Jackie Bauer 

Birchdale Township Clerk  


