BIRCHDALE TOWNSHIP
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2021 — 8:00 P.M.

Call to Order/ Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call

Chair Jim Carstens called to order the regular meeting of the Birchdale Township
Board at 8:00 p.m. on Tuesday, February 23, 2021 at the Birchdale Town Hall.
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Present were Supervisors Dale Ahrens,
Larry Bebus, Joe Ostendorf, Arnie Berscheid, Jim Carstens, Treasurer Marlene
VanHavermaet and Clerk Jackie Bauer. Also in attendance was Mickey Klassen,
Tony Klassen and Erv Herdering.

. Approval of Agenda

A motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded by Supervisor Berscheid,
and unanimously carried to approve the agenda as amended.

. Approval of Minutes

A motion was made by Supervisor Bebus, seconded by Supervisor Ahrens and
unanimously carried to approve the January 26, 2021 Regular Meeting minutes.

. Approval of Treasurer’s Report

Treasurer VanHavermaet presented the January Treasurer’s Report. A motion
was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Bebus and
unanimously carried to accept the Treasurer’s Report.

. Approval of Bills

Next presented was the list of bills for the month of February to be considered for
payment. A motion was made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by Supervisor
Ostendorf, and unanimously carried to approve payment of the bills in the amount
of $9,068.25. (See attached list of bills).

Resident’s Comments

a. None

Reports/Requests/Presentations

a. None

. Township Road Report

a. Resident Mickey Klassen regarding Crack Filling — Resident Mickey
Klassen who previously served as a State Highway Engineer for over 47



years, attended the meeting, invited by the Supervisors, to present
information regarding crack filling, Resident Klassen stated that
previously cracks would be routed or blown out and then re-filled with
filler. However he stated that is no longer done. Stearns County does not
do this anymore because as the road expands or shrinks, a bump or ridge is
created. It is more expensive also to do this each time. Only crack-sealing
is done. Supervisor Carstens asked if crack filling should be done early
because sometimes it does not get done until later in the summer. Resident
Klassen said that does not matter. Supervisor Berscheid asked if crack-
sealing could be done every-other-year and Resident Klassen said yes.
Supervisor Ostendorf asked Resident Klassen if he knew whether Todd
County was still doing routing and Resident Klassen did not know.
Supervisor Ostendorf also asked whether there were ever times that
routing should be done and Resident Klassen didn’t think so. He said that
Stearns County will add “fines” or slurry to smooth over the cracks.
Supervisor Ahrens asked if companies would know how to do this
smoothing and Resident Klassen felt that a company like Astech would
know how to do this. The Board decided that once it warms up, the paved
roads in the township should be reviewed and maybe just smoothing the
cracks could be done on some of the worst roads.

b. Culverts — Supervisor Bebus stated that the culvert on Angler Drive across
from him is blocked and there is water coming up on the road. He asked if
it should be steamed. The Board recommended waiting a few days but
Supervisor Bebus is worried the water is icing up on the road and creating
a hazard. The Board supported Supervisor Bebus contacting Tom’s Refuse
to come out and steam the culvert again.

9. Unfinished Business

a. Review March Annual Meeting Agenda and Preliminary Budget — Treasurer
VanHavermaet and Clerk Bauer presented a preliminary budget for 2022.
Treasurer VanHavermaet and Clerk Bauer are recommending that the
Township Levy be set at the same amount as 2021: $158,000.00, to be
divided as follows: $35,000 in Revenue; $23,000 in Fire and $100,000 in
Road and Bridge. This information will be presented at the Annual Meeting
for approval.

Clerk Bauer also presented a preliminary agenda for the Annual Meeting.
Agenda items will include Dust Control, Five Year Capital Improvement
Plan, Township Yearly Budget, Township Road Report, Tree Trimming and
Dust Control and a Technology Update.

b. City of Sauk Centre 2021 Fire Assessment Calculations — Clerk Bauer
presented correspondence received from the City of Sauk Centre regarding
the 2021 Fire Assessment Calculations for Birchdale Township. This
information had been presented at last month’s meeting and no changes
were made to the assessment amount.



c. Open Sealed Quotes Received for Crack Filling and Consider Awarding
Quote — At the Board’s January 26, 2021 meeting, action was taken to
seek sealed quotes for Crack Filling for the 2021 Season and the Clerk
was directed to post the information on the Open Sealed Quotes Received
For Crack Filling and Consider Awarding the Quote. Three quotes were
received from Astech, Precision Roadway and Midwest Asphalt.

Astech: $1.75 per pound

Precision Roadway: $1.20 per pound (this does not include
routing in the price and work is not able to be done until July
Midwest Asphalt: $1.36 per pound

Supervisor Ahrens stated that maybe for the future, we should
indicate in the quote form that we are requiring the work to be
done by a certain date.

Supervisor Carstens asked if crack filling should be done at all.
Supervisor Berscheid stated that possibly we could accept a quote
this evening but then review the roads to determine if any crack
filling should be done or not. Resident Klassen also suggested that
maybe the Board could contact Stearns County to see who they
use. A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by
Supervisor Ahrens and unanimously carried to award the 2021
Crack Filling quote to Precision Roadway but that the roads will be
reviewed first by the Board before proceeding with any work.

10. New Business

a. Next presented was the proposed quote information and form regarding
the Grading/Blading of Gravel Roads in Birchdale Township. A motion
was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded by Supervisor Bebus and
unanimously carried to approve the quote information and form and
authorize seeking sealed quotes for Grading/Blading of Gravel Roads for
the 2021 year. Clerk Bauer was directed to send the quote information and
form to Herdering Inc. and Mayers Inc. and to post it on the Township
website and Township bulletin board. Quotes to be received until 8:00
p.m. Tuesday, March 30, 2021 and the quotes to be opened at the 8:00
p.m. Board meeting.

b. Next presented was the proposed quote information and form regarding
the Lawn Mowing at the Town Hall for the 2021 budget year. A motion
was made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by Supervisor Berscheid, and
unanimously carried to approve the quote information and form and
authorize seeking sealed quotes for Lawn Mowing at the Town Hall. Clerk
Bauer was directed to send the quote information and form to Jeffrey Rahn
and Cayden VanHavermaet and to post it on the Township website and the
township bulletin board. Quotes to be received until 8:00 p.m. Tuesday,
March 30, 2021 and the quotes to be opened at the 8:00 p.m. Board
meeting.



c. Next presented was the proposed quote information and form regarding
Class 5 Gravel for the 2021 budget year. A motion was made by
Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded by Supervisor Bebus, and unanimously
carried to approve the quote information and form and authorize seeking
sealed quotes for Class 5 Gravel. Clerk Bauer was directed to send the
quote information and form to Herdering, Inc., Central Specialties and
Thull Construction Company and to post it on the Township website and
the Township bulletin board. Quotes to be received until 8:00 p.m.
Tuesday, March 30, 2021 and the quotes to be opened at the 8:00 p.m.
Board meeting.

d. Discuss Proposed Road Projects for 2021 — The Board discussed possible
road projects that might be needed for 2021. At this time, there are no
road projects scheduled for 2021.

e. Discuss the March Township Election and Annual Meeting - The
Township Election, held on March 9th, will run from 4 until 8 PM. The
results will then be counted and the Township Annual Meeting will begin
at 8:15 PM. Supervisors C and D Positions which are currently held by
Supervisor Joe Ostendorf and Supervisor Arnie Berscheid respectfully are
up for election. A postcard mailing has gone out to all residents to remind
them of the election and meeting. Clerk Bauer will also hold a Public
Accuracy Testing of the Automark Machine on March 5th at 3:00 PM at
the Todd County Election Office.

f. Clerk Bauer notified the Board that the Local Board of Appeal and
Equalization Meeting will be scheduled on April 19th, 2021 at 9:00 AM.
Clerk Bauer presented the Notice which will be published in the Sauk
Herald and Long Prairie Leader and will be posted on the Birchdale
Township website and on the Township Bulletin Board.

11. Informational Items

The Board then reviewed the following informational items:

a. 2021 Unemployment Insurance (Ul) Tax Rate Notice — Clerk Bauer to
present correspondence received from Minnesota Unemployment
Insurance stating that Birchdale Township 021 Ul tax rate is 0.1%.

b. Correspondence received from Todd County Planning & Zoning
regarding a Todd County Board of Adjustment meeting to be held on
Thursday, February 25", 2021 at 6 pm via Zoom regarding Julie and Bill
Berscheit, 28807 140™ St. Grey Eagle regarding a request to decrease
ordinary high water setback from 150 feet to 119 feet and a request to
increase the maximum peak height of structures within the setback in
Shoreland Zoning from 18 feet to 26 feet for construction of an attached
garage with living quarters above.

c. Special Assessment Request received from Home Town Title LLC for:



12.

13.

14.

=

10105 Amigo Trail, Grey Eagle, MN 56336
2. 11489 Alcott Drive, Sauk Centre, MN 56378

Clerk Bauer responded that there were no assessments and that Amigo
Trail is not a township road.

Officers Comments

a. None.

Adjournment

With no further business, a motion was made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by
Supervisor Ostendorf, and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 8:58
p.m.

Board of Audit Meeting

Chair Jim Carstens called to order the Board of Audit meeting of the Birchdale
Township Board at 8:58 p.m. on Tuesday, February 23, 2021 at the Birchdale
Town Hall. Present were Supervisors Joe Ostendorf, Jim Carstens, Larry Bebus,
Dale Ahrens and Arnie Berscheid, Treasurer Marlene VanHavermaet and Clerk
Jackie Bauer.

Clerk Bauer and Treasurer VanHavermaet presented financial reports run from
the CTAS Program which showed the break-down of total claims, disbursements
and investments. The Board also reviewed paid claims for 2021. Treasurer
VanHavermaet also presented a report for comparison for total claims,
disbursements and investments dating to the beginning of the year and over a
three year period.

The Board reviewed all documents and concurred with the reports.

With no further business, a motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded
by Supervisor Berscheid, and unanimously carried to adjourn the Board of Audit
meeting at 9:20 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Jackie Bauer
Birchdale Township Clerk



