
BIRCHDALE TOWNSHIP 

    REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2025 – 8:00 P.M. 

 

 

1. Call to Order/ Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call 

 

Chair Jim Carstens called to order the regular meeting of the Birchdale Township 

Board at 8:00 p.m. on Tuesday, February 25, 2025 at the Birchdale Town Hall. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Present were Supervisors Dale Ahrens, Jim 

Carstens, Larry Bebus, Joe Ostendorf, Arnie Berscheid, Treasurer Marlene 

Vanavermaet and Clerk Jackie Bauer. Also in attendance were Elli Dockendorf, 

Jake Feldewerd, Robbie Johnson, Greg Thooft, Ryan Bueckers and Josh Simek. 

 

2. Approval of Agenda 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Bebus, seconded by Supervisor Berscheid and 

unanimously carried to approve the agenda. 

 

3. Approval of Minutes 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Ahrens and 

unanimously carried to approve the January 28, 2025 Regular Meeting minutes. 

 

4. Approval of Treasurer’s Report 

 

Treasurer VanHavermaet presented the January Treasurer’s Report.  A motion 

was made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by Supervisor Ostendorf and 

unanimously carried to accept the Treasurer’s Report. 

  

5. Approval of Bills 

 

Next presented was the list of bills for the month of February to be considered for 

payment.  A motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded by Supervisor 

Ahrens and unanimously carried to approve payment of the bills in the amount of 

$12,956.71. (See attached list of bills).  

 

Supervisor Ahrens asked our new snow plow contractor, Greg Thooft, who was in 

attendance, how the plowing had gone. He stated it has gone good and he really 

appreciate the swing-type mailboxes. It allows him to get the plow closer. 

Supervisors Ahrens, Ostendorf and Bebus also shared with Greg that the roads 

look really good and that he should keep up the great work. Greg stated that he 

tries to plow the roads like he would like his own road plowed. 

 

6. Resident’s Comments 

 

a. Robbie Johnson approached the Board regarding the west side of Little 

Birch Lake and a walkway that crosses 40 residents’ lots running parallel 

to the lake-shore. He stated that the walkway was dedicated to the public 



by an owner in 1908. However, the walkway has not been kept up and 

even though it shows up on plats with the county records, many residents 

were not aware that the walkway even existed. There is no longer public 

access to the walkway due to building and due to lake erosion, part of the 

pathway now runs into the lake. Robbie did have a survey done and the 

surveyor was able to confirm this. Robbie would like this walkway 

vacated and all of the residents that he has spoken with, also would like 

this vacated. Robbie also stated that there is an easement that runs from 

the private road in front of the lots and connects to the lake so he is not 

sure if this easement would also need to be vacated. Robbie stated that the 

title company never mentioned that the walkway existed when he 

purchased his home. He initially found out from a neighbor who was 

aware of the path. The walkway is approximately 1 mile long. Robbie 

asked the Board what the process would be to pursue the vacation. 

Supervisor Carstens asked Clerk Bauer to research how many signatures 

Robbie would need for a Road Vacation Petition. Robbie will take care of 

gathering the necessary signatures and bringing a petition to the Board. 

Clerk Bauer will be in contact with Robbie to confirm the proper process 

and documentation. 

 

b. Residents Ryan Bueckers and Josh Simek approached the Board 

requesting the vacation of Main Street located in Ward Springs. This is an 

old road that is also listed on the county plat but is no longer used as a 

road. The road crosses 3 different properties in Ward Spring and the 

residents would like to have the road vacated in order to clear up the plat. 

Mr. Bueckers and Mr. Simek did check with Todd County and the road is 

still showing on the plat. The Board thought that possibly the road had 

been vacated years ago but must not have been recorded with Todd 

County. Again, Clerk Bauer will get the proper petition form to Mr. Simek 

and Mr. Bueckers so they can complete this and bring it to the next Board 

meeting in March. 

 

7. Reports/Requests/Presentations 

 

a. None 

 

8. Township Road Report 

 

a. Alcott Drive Update – Supervisor Ostendorf shared with the Board that 

Tracey, the Engineer from Widseth, who is working on the Alcott Drive 

Project, will be in attendance at an upcoming monthly meeting. Supervisor 

Ostendorf stated that since last month’s meeting, he has been in contact 

with the post office to gather information about whether mailboxes should 

be grouped along Alcott. Also, Supervisor Ostendorf spoke with Deja 

Anton from Todd County Soil & Water regarding grant funds to assist 

with the repair work that MBC Drainage will be doing this spring on 

Alcott Drive. Deja stated that they will find out whether the grant was 

awarded, around mid-March. These funds will assist with the culvert 

replacement work. MBC will also be repairing the frost boil areas along 



Alcott and they are willing to honor the estimate for costs that they 

provided last fall, since they ran out of time and could not complete the 

work. 

 

b. Supervisor Bebus stated that there were frozen culverts along Angler 

Drive and water had backed up and froze over on the road. Supervisor 

Bebus contacted Tom’s Refuse to have them come out and steam the 

culverts which they did and it looks good. 

 

c. The Board asked Contractor Greg Thooft, if he would be interested in 

providing an estimate for storm clean-up and also for possible ditch 

cleaning. Mr. Thooft from Tuff Excavating LLC, stated that he would be 

and will provide an estimate for the March Board Meeting. 

 

 

9. Unfinished Business 

 

a. Postcard Mailer for Township Election and Annual Meeting – Clerk Bauer 

presented the completed postcard that will be sent to Birchdale Residents 

informing them of the date of the Annual Township Election and Meeting 

to be held on March 11th, 2025. She will send the postcards out in the 

coming week. 

 

b. Updated Inventory List – Clerk Bauer presented an updated Inventory List 

for the Town Hall and the Township Storage Shed. 

 

c. Review March Annual Meeting Agenda and Preliminary Budget – The 

board discussed the proposed agenda for the March Annual Meeting. 

Some of the work that the Board would like to do for the coming year 

includes reclaiming road shoulders, more graveling, repairing water issues 

along 245th, 130th, Blue Spruce and Angler Drive. The repairs on Alcott 

Drive should also be included for expenses for the coming year. The 

Board will share these projects with residents at the Annual Meeting. The 

Board discussed that they have been increasing the amount of levy by 

$100,000.00 to the Road & Bridge Fund for the past 3 years and this fund 

is now starting to grow slowly. Either way, the township will have to 

borrow the funds to do the Alcott Drive Project as this is estimated to be 

1.3 Million. Clerk Bauer and Treasurer VanHavermaet stated that the 

Board could decide to just hold the levy where it is at and not do an 

increase this year and the Board agreed. But this information will be 

presented to the residents at the Annual Meeting for the final 

determination of where to set it at. 

 

d. Authorization to Seek Proposals (Sealed Quotes) for Crack Filling – See 

Attached proposed Crack Filling quote information and proposed quote 

form. A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by 

Supervisor Ostendorf, and unanimously carried to approve the quote 

information and form and authorize seeking sealed quotes for the crack-

filling project. Clerk Bauer was directed to send the quote information and 



form to Bertrum Asphalt, Astech and Precision Roadway and to post it on 

the Township website and Township bulletin board. Quotes to be received 

until 8:00 p.m. Tuesday, March 25th, 2025 and the quotes to be opened at 

the 8:00 p.m. Board meeting.  
  

10. New Business 

 

a. Next presented was the proposed quote information and form regarding 

the Grading/Blading of Gravel Roads in Birchdale Township. A motion 

was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded by Supervisor Ahrens and 

unanimously carried to approve the quote information and form and 

authorize seeking sealed quotes for Grading/Blading of Gravel Roads for 

the 2025 year. Clerk Bauer was directed to send the quote information and 

form to Herdering Inc. and Tuff Excavating LLC and to post it on the 

Township website and Township bulletin board. Quotes to be received 

until 8:00 p.m. Tuesday, March 25, 2025 and the quotes to be opened at 

the 8:00 p.m. Board meeting. 

 

b. Next presented was the proposed quote information and form regarding 

the Lawn Mowing at the Town Hall for the 2025 budget year. A motion 

was made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by Supervisor Bebus, and 

unanimously carried to approve the quote information and form and 

authorize seeking sealed quotes for Lawn Mowing at the Town Hall. Clerk 

Bauer was directed to send the quote information and form to Westin 

VanHavermaet and to post it on the Township website and the township 

bulletin board. Quotes to be received until 8:00 p.m. Tuesday, March 25, 

2025 and the quotes to be opened at the 8:00 p.m. Board meeting. 

 

c. Next presented was the proposed quote information and form regarding 

Class 5 Gravel for the 2025 budget year.  A motion was made by 

Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded by Supervisor Berscheid, and 

unanimously carried to approve the quote information and form and 

authorize seeking sealed quotes for Class 5 Gravel.  Clerk Bauer was 

directed to send the quote information and form to Herdering, Inc. and 

Central Specialties and to post it on the Township website and the 

Township bulletin board.  Quotes to be received until 8:00 p.m. Tuesday, 

March 25, 2025 and the quotes to be opened at the 8:00 p.m. Board 

meeting. 

 

d. Discuss Proposed Road Projects for 2025 – This item is listed on the 

Calendar of Events. The Board discussed this topic as part of the 

discussion regarding setting the levy for the coming year.   

 

e. Discuss the March Township Election and Annual Meeting - The 

Township Election, held on March 11th, will run from 4 until 8 PM. The 

results will then be counted and the Township Annual Meeting will begin 

at 8:15 PM. Supervisor A Position which is currently held by Supervisor  

Jim Carstens and Supervisor B Position which is currently held by 

Supervisor Ahrens are up for election. A postcard mailing will be going 



out to all residents reminding them of the election and meeting. Clerk 

Bauer presented a draft agenda to the Board. 

 

f. Clerk Bauer notified the Board that the Local Board of Appeal and 

Equalization Meeting will be scheduled on April 15th, 2025 at 9:00 AM at 

the Town Hall. Clerk Bauer will present a Notice of the Local Board of 

Appeal and Equalization Meeting to be posted for one week in the Sauk 

Herald and Long Prairie Leader and also to be posted on the township 

website and at the town hall, at the March meeting. 

 

g. Changing Time of Monthly Meetings from 8:00 PM to 7:00 PM, October 

through March – Supervisor Berscheid presented discussion regarding 

possibly changing the start time of the monthly meetings from 8:00 PM to 

7:00 PM for the months October through March. The Board would like 

this to be added to the agenda for the Annual Meeting so that residents can 

provide their input.  

 

11. Informational Items 

 

The Board then reviewed the following informational items: 

 

a. Correspondence Received From Todd County Auditor/Treasurer’s Office 

– Information includes forms that need to be completed by March 31st, 

2025 including Township Levy for Taxes Payable for 2026 and 2025 

Certification of Town Officers. Also included is an estimate of the 

maintenance and software fees for the 2026 election equipment which is 

approximately $577.50. This amount is to help the township with budget 

planning for expenses. Clerk Bauer will complete this documentation and 

return it as required. 

 

b. Notice Received from Nancy Uhlenkamp, Todd County Ditch/Ag 

Inspector regarding the date set for the Annual Township/City Weed 

Training scheduled for April 29th, 2025 at 10:30 AM at the Browerville 

Community Center. Supervisors Ahrens and Bebus will plan to attend. 

 

c. Spring Short Courses – Minnesota Association of Townships has provided 

a brochure listing the Spring Short Courses with dates and locations. 

 

12. Officers Comments  

 

a. Supervisor Berscheid stated that a car hit the dead-end embankment on the 

end of Amber Trail. The metal guard rail and some poles were damaged. 

Supervisor Berscheid did contact the County Sheriff and he is 

investigating the incident. 

 

13. Adjournment 

 

With no further business, a motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded 

by Supervisor Bebus and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 9:24 PM. 



 

14. Board of Audit Meeting 

 

Chair Jim Carstens called to order the Board of Audit meeting of the Birchdale 

Township Board at 9:25 PM on Tuesday, February 25th, 2025 at the Birchdale 

Town Hall. Present were Supervisors Jim Carstens, Joe Ostendorf, Dale Ahrens, 

Larry Bebus, and Arnie Berscheid, Treasurer Marlene VanHavermaet and Clerk 

Jackie Bauer.  

 

Clerk Bauer and Treasurer VanHavermaet presented financial reports run from 

the CTAS Program which showed the break-down of total claims, disbursements 

and investments.  The Board also reviewed paid claims for 2024.  A motion was 

made by Supervisor Bebus, seconded by Supervisor Berscheid and unanimously 

carried to accept the Board of Audit findings. 

 

With no further business, a motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf seconded 

by Supervisor Bebus and unanimously carried to adjourn the Board of Audit 

meeting. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

  

_______________________ 

Jackie Bauer 

Birchdale Township Clerk  


