
BIRCHDALE TOWNSHIP 

    REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

TUESDAY, JULY 27, 2021 – 8:00 P.M. 

 

 

1. Call to Order/ Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call 

 

Chair Jim Carstens called to order the regular meeting of the Birchdale Township 

Board at 8:00 p.m. on Tuesday, July 27, 2021 at the Birchdale Town Hall. The 

Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Present were Supervisors Dale Ahrens, Jim 

Carstens, Arnie Berscheid, Larry Bebus and Joe Ostendorf, Treasurer Marlene 

VanHavermaet and Clerk Jackie Bauer.  Also in attendance was Erv Herdering.    

 

2. Approval of Agenda 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Bebus and 

unanimously carried to approve the agenda as amended. 

 

3. Approval of Minutes 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded by Supervisor Ahrens, 

and unanimously carried to approve the June 29, 2021 Regular Meeting minutes.   

 

4. Approval of Treasurer’s Report 

 

Treasurer VanHavermaet presented the July Treasurer’s Report.  Treasurer 

VanHavermaet stated that we have not received the May settlement monies that 

we were notified of by Todd County that we would receive in the amount of 

$79,434.89. Clerk Bauer will follow up with Todd County Auditor/Treasurer to 

find out if these funds have been sent. A motion was made by Supervisor 

Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Ostendorf, and unanimously carried to accept 

the July Treasurer’s Report. 

 

5. Approval of Bills 

 

Next presented was the list of bills for the month of July to be considered for 

payment.  A motion was made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by Supervisor 

Bebuss, and unanimously carried to approve payment of the bills in the amount of 

$5,545.60   (See attached list of bills).  

 

6. Resident’s Comments 

 

a. None. 

 

7. Reports/Requests/Presentations 

 



a. None 

 

8. Township Road Report 
 

a. Township Tree Trimming for Upcoming Year – A postcard went out to all 

residents in the township informing them that tree trimming would be 

done in the township road right-of-ways starting this fall and continuing 

into Spring, 2022. Supervisor Ostendorf stated that he has had a few 

residents reach out to him asking about keeping certain trees located on 

their property. He created a spreadsheet listing the contact information for 

these residents. When the actual work is closer to starting, he will meet 

and talk with each of these residents again to clarify that they still want 

one of their trees kept. Clerk Bauer researched  the Minnesota Association 

of Township website to find a form that residents could sign asking for a 

tree to be kept and taking the responsibility for liability. However, this is 

not the proper process. Minnesota Statute covers this process and one of 

the MAT attorneys explained to Clerk Bauer that the township would have 

to follow the status including a written notification of removing the tree, 

and then holding a public hearing if the resident requests this. The hearing 

process also has certain steps that must be followed. Before tree trimming 

starts, Supervisors Ostendorf and Bebus will re-contact those residents 

who have indicated that they might want to keep trees. At that time, the 

proper process following Minnesota State Statute for tree removal due to 

safety reasons in the road right-of-way will be followed per Minnesota 

Statute. 

 

b. Supervisors Ahrens and Ostendorf stated that there are a few spots that 

need weed spraying and should be touched up. The dry weather has 

hindered absorption of the chemical. Supervisor Ahrens will contact the 

contractor and have them come out to spray the needed spots. 

 

c. Supervisor Bebus stated that the culvert on Angler Drive is still blocked 

by debris. Erv Herdering, who was in attendance, stated that he has been 

in contact with Steve Anderson from Albany, MN who has a power jetter 

that should be able to clear this culvert. 

 

d. Lawn Mowing at The Town Hall – The lawn mowing at the town hall has 

not been done to the satisfaction of the Board. The Board asked Clerk 

Bauer to send a letter to Mr. Rahn informing him that his services are no 

longer needed and to thank you for the many years of work that he has 

done for the township. Kayden VanHavermaet, who also submitted a lawn 

mowing quote, will be contacted to request that he take over the lawn 

mowing at the town hall work. Supervisor Berscheid will mow the lawn 

this week until Mr. VanHavermaet can begin the work. 

 

9. Unfinished Business 



 

a. Structure in Township Road Right-of-Way: Clerk Bauer was in contact 

with Birchdale Township Attorney Troy Gilchrist. He stated that the 

building that is located in the township road right-of-way for Resident 

Wren-Grey does need to be addressed through having the resident pursue 

a vacation (there is no partial vacation) by obtaining signatures from at 

least 8 voters of the town who own property within 3 miles of the road. 

The building encroachment places a cloud over the property and if the 

resident would ever want to sell the property, the encroachment needs to 

be corrected. If there are other buildings located in road right-of-ways in 

the township, these would have to be corrected by the property owner if 

they ever want to sell their property. The correction of this issue falls on 

the property owner no matter what they may have been told by a realtor or 

county official. At this time, Attorney Gilchrist recommends that the 

property owner pursue road vacation. Birchdale Township residents 

should not bear any expense for surveying work or to correct this issue. It 

is up to the property owner to resolve. 

 

Supervisor Bebus has been in contact with Todd County and stated that 

there is no record of a survey on file for this property. At this time, the 

Board will wait to see if the resident pursues a road vacation and wants to 

give the resident enough time to pursue this before taking any further 

action. 

 

b. Township Technology Update – Clerk Bauer contacted Eric Denny from 

Arvig Communications to find out where the work is at in installing high-

speed internet for the town hall. The cable has been installed and 

equipment will be brought in next week. Supervisor Ostendorf will verify 

equipment cost and what specific equipment should be ordered so that 

tele-conferencing/meeting software will be available. 

 

10. New Business 
 

a. Clerk Bauer presented the proposed quote information and form regarding 

Snow Plowing.  A motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded 

by Supervisor Berscheid, and unanimously carried to approve the quote 

information and form and authorize seeking sealed quotes for Snow 

Plowing.  Clerk Bauer was directed to send the quote information and 

form to Herdering Inc. and Mayers Inc. and to post the information on the 

Township website and Township bulletin board. Quotes to be received 

until 8:00 p.m. Tuesday, August 31, 2021 and the quotes to be opened at 

the 8:00 p.m. Board meeting. 

 

11. Informational Items 

 

The Board then reviewed the following informational items: 



a. Special Assessment Information Requests: 

Home Town Title LLC: 

1) 25588 State Highway 28, Sauk Centre, 

MN 

2) 12261 Alcott Drive, Sauk Centre, MN 

Clerk Bauer responded to the above requests that there are no 

assessments from Birchdale Township. 

 

b. District 8 Meeting Notice - Clerk Bauer presented correspondence 

regarding the date of the District 8 Meeting which will be held on 

Wednesday, August 18
th

, 2021 at 7:00 PM via Zoom.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81287362778. 

 

c. Correspondence received from Todd County Planning & Zoning 

scheduled for Thursday, July 22nd, 2021 at 6:00 PM via phone conference 

call regarding Mary K. Meier, Higgins Long Lake, Section 18, Birchdale 

Township, 12053 Bluegill Drive, Sauk Centre – request to decrease 

setback to ordinary high water mark in Shoreland-NE zoning from 150 

feet to 80 feet for 900 square foot dwelling addition.   

 

12. Officers Comments  

 

a. None 

 

13. Adjournment 

 

With no further business, a motion was made by Supervisor Bebus, seconded by 

Supervisor Ahrens, and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 8:46 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

   

_______________________ 

Jackie Bauer 

Birchdale Township Clerk  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81287362778

