
BIRCHDALE TOWNSHIP 

    REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

TUESDAY, JULY 29, 2025 – 7:30 P.M. 

 

1. Call to Order/ Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call 

 

Chair Jim Carstens called to order the regular meeting of the Birchdale Township 

Board at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, July 29, 2025 at the Birchdale Town Hall. The 

Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Present were Supervisors Dale Ahrens, Jim 

Carstens, Arnie Berscheid, Larry Bebus and Joe Ostendorf, Treasurer Marlene 

VanHavermaet and Clerk Jackie Bauer.  Also in attendance were Residents 

Robbie Johnson, Nathan Waldvogel, Jeff Mayer, John Florin, Deja Anton from 

Todd County Soil & Water, Mark Hows and Contractor Greg Thooft from 

Tuffy’s Excavating. 

 

2. Approval of Agenda 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded by Supervisor Berscheid 

unanimously carried to approve the agenda as amended. 

 

3. Approval of Minutes 

 

A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Ahrens, 

and unanimously carried to approve the June 24, 2025 Regular Meeting minutes.   

 

4. Approval of Treasurer’s Report 

 

Treasurer VanHavermaet presented the July Treasurer’s Report.  A motion was 

made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Bebus, and unanimously 

carried to accept the July Treasurer’s Report.  

 

5. Approval of Bills 

 

Next presented was the list of bills for the month of July to be considered for 

payment.  A motion was made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by Supervisor 

Ostendorf, and unanimously carried to approve payment of the bills in the amount 

of $246,499.54 (See attached list of bills).  

 

6. Resident’s Comments 

 

a. Resident Robbie Johnson presented a short powerpoint presentation giving 

an overview of the history of Almond Drive. The northern portion this 

section of Road is known as Almond Drive and Resident Johnson 

explained at various points when this private road was dedicated to the 

township. The section of the road that is part of the township ends as the 

road narrows and turns into a private road called Alpha Lane. Our snow-



plower for the township pushes snow off to the side along Almond Drive 

as it begins to narrow into Alpha Lane. There are residents who live 

beyond Almond Drive who have expressed interest in having the township 

take over an additional small section and extend Almond Drive a bit 

further. However the township has a road policy that states that the road 

needs to be brought up to specifications that match county requirements 

before taking on a private road. This small section would need much work 

in order to bring it up to specifications. Deja Anton, who was in 

attendance representing Todd County Soil & Water stated that she was in 

attendance along with Engineer Mark Hows to address the flooding and 

run-off that is coming from above the small section of road beyond 

Almond Drive and which, throughout the years, has caused wash-outs and 

road damage and sediment washing into the lake along this section of the 

road. Deja stated that her office is not able to pay for road widening or 

bringing roads up to specifications. Resident Johnson asked Deja whether 

Todd County might be able to assist with specifications including new 

culverts, if the residents paid for the road to be widened? Deja stated that 

her office could fund larger culverts if they were addressing the flooding 

and water run-off issues. Discussion was then held regarding what 

corrections might need to be made to this section of the road in order to 

assist with the flooding concerns. Engineer Hows stated that he 

recommends creating a rock berm, creating a dip or catch basin area, 

create a concrete spillway, rock trench and install new 15” tile. He stated 

that on the west side of the road, trees would need to be cleared also. Once 

this work is done, it will need to be maintained in the future. Supervisor 

Berscheid asked who would own this area and who would pay for the 

maintenance. Resident Johnson stated that the residents would like the 

township to take over this area so that the township could be in charge of 

the maintenance. Supervisor Bebus stated that the President of Little Birch 

Lake Association had shared that they might be interested in taking over 

the maintenance but the property above the road area is owned by 

Supervisor Dale Ahrens and ultimately, he would have to give permission 

for the project. Supervisor Ahrens does not want to take over the 

maintenance of the area. Supervisor Bebus stated that if the township takes 

this area over, then the township would be on the hook for any future 

maintenance or liability if the project fails.  

 

Deja shared that when Todd County looked closely at the road section, it 

appears that the township has been actually maintaining the road a little bit 

past what is a township road so isn’t sure how this impacts the township 

legally. 

 

Because Supervisor Berscheid and Bebus have been taking the lead on 

meeting with Resident Johnson and Resident Waldvogel and Dale Ahrens, 

Supervisor Carstens and Supervisor Ostendorf were just hearing about the 

concerns along Almond Drive for the first time this evening. Supervisor 



Carstens stated that right now, the township has a lot on its plate with 

Alcott Drive and funding. He also stated that the township is not in the 

habit of taking over private roads and he wasn’t sure if this was a good 

time for the township to look at taking on this additional project. He 

asked, “how do we move forward on this”? Supervisor Ostendorf stated 

that the Board has to ask who is benefiting from this project? Is it just a 

few landowners and can spending on this be justified for all of the townsip 

residents? Resident Johnson asked Deja if their office has identified if 

there is a problem with sediment going into the lake and she stated that 

yes, that is their concern. She stated that Little Birch Lake is one of the 

lakes on their radar as far as lake health. There has been increase of run-

off into this lake over the years. Supervisor Ostendorf stated that this 

information does make the argument more compelling.  

 

Supervisor Carstens stated that financially, the township cannot afford this 

right now even though it does make sense to address the problem now. He 

recommended that more information is gathered as far as exactly where 

the township road ends and what information could be gathered as far as 

when the road was put in along with who installed the culverts. Supervisor 

Bebus asked Deja and Ross if there is a plan to address the flooding right 

now and Deja stated that yes, there is a plan developed. Cost-share by the 

county would cover 75% of the total cost. The estimated cost looks to be 

approximately $57,000.00. Deja again asked if an inlet is installed, 

someone will need to maintain it. The land above the road is owned by 

Dale Ahrens and the road area is owned by Nathan Waldvogel and Dale 

Ahrens, according to Deja’s research. Supervisor Ostendorf asked about 

whether an SSD could be set up to charge residents for the maintenance? 

This could be set up then indefinitely so that the cost would be covered 

into perpetuity.  

 

The Board asked Deja to continue to work on the plan and asked Clerk 

Bauer to check with township attorney Troy Gilchrist about options for the 

township with future maintenance and ownership of this project area. 

Clerk Bauer was also asked to put this topic on the August agenda.  

 

Reports/Requests/Presentations 

 

b. None 

 

7. Township Road Report 

 

a. Almond Drive Culvert Repair - Supervisor Bebus stated that MBC 

Drainage was going to be on-site tomorrow to create a more specific 

estimate of the repair work for replacement of a culvert along Almond 

Drive which is along the section of Almond Drive that is a township road. 

The work will include installing a new culvert and rip-rap added. 



 

b. Alcott Drive – Howard and Dominic from MBC Drainage were in 

attendance at the meeting. They stated that the repair work along Alcott 

Drive is 99.9% complete. They just need to do some clean-up work around 

some of the installed culverts. Supervisor Ostendorf stated that he has 

received lots of questions from residents living along Alcott Drive and 

multiple requests to do repair work in front of their locations. Additional 

Class 5 gravel and dust control does still need to be added. Supervisor 

Bebus stated that he had just received a call about an additional wash-out. 

Erv Herdering, who arrived late to the meeting, shared that the extensive 

rain that we have been receiving has been causing problems. One resident 

where repair work was done, is still not satisfied and continues to have 

concerns with potential flooding. But Deja’s staff also viewed this area 

and stated that it looks really good and is a big improvement. Water that 

had been running down a hill is now affecting additional residents because 

of how the water has been directed with the improvements. But it is 

designed to over-top the road and is much better. Supervisor Ostendorf 

also asked Deja about outlet maintenance. She stated that residents where 

the outlets are located are in charge of doing the maintenance and she 

stated that there are funds available from Todd County Soil & Water to 

assist with this.  

 

The Board expressed concerns about the total cost of Alcott Drive’s 

repairs. The invoice was received this evening and it is quite extensive. 

Supervisor Carstens stated that when receiving the estimate, he hadn’t 

realized at how much it would all add up but understood this was provided 

to the Board. Supervisor Ostendorf stated that the work that has been done 

along Alcott Drive has been top-notch. It turned out that when digging up 

repair areas in the road, there was a lot of debris that had to be removed 

including old buildings, foundations and a chimney. He stated that the 

township will receive some funds for cost-share from Soil & Water in the 

amount of approximately $17,000.00. Supervisor Bebus asked how much 

more work still needs to be done and Supervisor Ostendorf stated that Erv 

Herdering still does need to put down some Class 5 and apply dust control 

but that should be about it. There may also be a few costs from MBC 

Drainage for the purchase of aprons from Todd County Public Works.  

 

Supervisor Ostendorf did share concern that he continues to receive calls 

from residents living along Alcott Drive asking for repair work to be done. 

Supervisor Carstens stated that we will just have to share that we are doing 

the best we can at this time. A suggestion might be for residents to reach 

out to Todd County Soil & Water to see if there are any funds available 

through the grants they receive for work. 

 

Supervisor Ostendorf also shared that residents have asked that the 

township hold another informational meeting possibly this fall to go over 



the reclamation project for Alcott Drive scheduled for 2026. The township 

still needs to determine whether we want to group mailboxes along Alcott 

Drive and whether we want to add additional safety striping to slow 

traffic. These are questions that the engineer is still waiting to add into the 

plan. Also, another question is whether we will grant the contractor the 

ability to tar resident driveways at their own expense. This would need to 

be added into the plan ahead of time also. A rough timeline is that bids 

will go out in February. We will want to firm up the financial cost in 

November and then finalize and make edits to the project in December. 

 

Treasurer VanHavermaet and Clerk Bauer did caution the Board that the 

fund balance for the township is getting very low in light of tonight’s 

claims. The township may want to look into the process of short-term 

borrowing to cover expenses until township aid is received again this fall. 

Treasurer VanHavermaet will check into this and report at next month’s 

meeting. The township will still have invoices for dust control and ditch 

mowing.  

 

Clerk Bauer asked the Board if they would like to have the Representative 

from DDA attend the August meeting to provide an overview of the 

bonding process for the Alcott Drive Project and the Board agreed. 

 

c. Thistle Weeds – Supervisor Ahrens reported that he provided a map to 

Central Applicators yesterday and today, they will be doing weed 

spraying. Letters also went out to residents in the township that had 

problem areas with thistle weeds and those residents have cleaned up these 

areas. 

 

d.  Update on Spray Patching – Treasurer VanHavermaet asked about the 

spray patching cracking filling that Precision Crack had done along 

Almond Drive. Supervisor Berscheid stated that it isn’t as good of a 

product and it costs more so we will stay with the traditional crack-filling 

product that is usually used. 

 

8. Unfinished Business 

 

a. Update of Vacations for Lake Walk along Little Birch Lake and unused 

Main Street in the City of Ward Springs – Clerk Bauer provided an update 

on both vacation requests. A public hearing was held on July 10th but no 

action was taken by the Board due to the DNR not being notified 

regarding the potential vacation of the Lake Walk. Clerk Bauer has 

worked with Attorney Troy Gilchrist and a letter has now gone out to the 

DNR. A waiting period of 60 days must be followed so the Board will 

address vacating the Lake Walk at the September, 2025 Board Meeting. 

Clerk Bauer is also working with Attorney Troy Gilchrist to identify two 

additional residents who live along the properly identified section of Main 



Street in the town of Ward Springs and letters will be drafted and an 

updated resolution will be drafted with the correct description of the 

outdated portion of Main Street. Again, the Board will act upon the 

vacation of Main Street at the September, 2025 Board Meeting. 

 

b. Adding Alcott Drive Culvert Checks/Outlet Maintenance to the Calendar 

of Events – At last month’s meeting, the Board requested the possibility of 

adding “Checking Culverts and Outlets Along Alcott Drive” be added to 

the Calendar of Events. Supervisor Ostendorf clarified that October might 

be a good month to put this under and this should be for all culverts/outlets 

in the township, mainly for removing leaves or other debris from culverts. 

Clerk Bauer will make this update. 

 

9. New Business 

 

a. Roger Roske and Change of Township Road – Supervisor Berscheid and 

Supervisor Ahrens met with Resident Roger Roske. He asked that the 

township look at 285th Avenue as he feels it is a safety hazard. He stated 

that the road should be straightened out to connect to Highway 28 as it is 

currently dangerous due to it being difficult to see oncoming cars. After 

reviewing this area, Supervisor Berscheid suggested that it might be 

helpful to add a “Blind Intersection” or “Caution, Blind Intersection” sign 

to this area rather than re-working the road at this time. They will work 

with Erv Herdering to have this sign added. 

 

b. Authorize to Seek Proposals (Sealed Quotes) for Snowplowing (Copy of 

Proposed Snow Plowing Quote Information and Proposed Quote Form is 

attached) – A motion was made by Supervisor Carstens, seconded by 

Supervisor Bebus and unanimously approved for authorization to seek 

sealed quotes for the 2025-2026 Snowplowing Season for Birchdale 

Township. Quote forms to be sent to Erv Herdering, Craig Tschida and 

Tuffy’s Excavating. Quote forms will also be posted on the township 

website and at the town hall bulletin board. 

 

c. Tire Disposal Grant – Supervisor Ostendorf shared that Stearns County 

currently has funds to pay for the cost of old tire disposal. Supervisor 

Ostendorf asked Clerk Bauer to check into this grant possibility for 

Birchdale. Clerk Bauer reached out to Todd County Solid Waste and they 

stated that they were aware of the grant and that it has limited funds. Todd 

County Solid Waste stated that they would accept tires from the township 

at no cost. The tires must be located in road right-of-ways from Todd 

County however. This is helpful information because often times, the 

Supervisors are contacted by residents to remove debris from ditches and 

old tires are a common discarded item. 

 

10. Informational Items 



 

a. Special Assessment Information Requests: 

Integrity Title, Inc. 

12309 Alcott Drive, Sauk Centre, MN 56378 

Clerk Bauer responded to the above request that there are no 

assessments from Birchdale Township. 

 

b. District 8 Meeting Notice - Clerk Bauer presented correspondence 

regarding the date of the District 8 Meeting which will be held on 

Wednesday, August 20, 2025 (Meet with MAT Staff – 4:30 PM, 

Registration-5:00 PM, 5:45 PM Dinner-$10.00/person, 6:00 PM Meeting 

and 8:00 PM Election) at McQuoid’s Inn and Event Center, 1325 

Highway 47, Isle, MN. RSVP to Frank Hard: fhard@mntownships.org or 

call 320-761-5581 Cost of meal is $10.00. RSVP by August 11th, 2025 if 

you plan to attend. 

 

c. Correspondence Received From Todd County Board of Adjustments – 

there will be a Todd County Board of Adjustments public hearing on 

Thursday, August 7th, 2025 at 6:00 PM regarding Tobie Danielson, 24935 

Cedar Lake Road, Sauk Centre requesting a CUP for a salvage yard in AF-

1 Zoning District. Supervisor Ahrens will plan to attend. 

 

d. Correspondence Received from the Todd County Planning & Zoning 

Office regarding: Notice of Decision To neighboring Property Owners and 

Township Officials – Conditional Use Proceedings/Daniel Tomsche. 

Enclosed is a copy of the proceeding for the Conditional Use Permit 

request for parcel numbers 03-0018600 & 03-0018602 showing the 

request was granted 

 

e. Notice of Township Aid – Clerk Bauer shared the notice received from the 

Minnesota Department of Revenue regarding the 2026 Birchdale 

Township Aid. In 2025, Birchdale Township received $3243.00. For 2026, 

Birchdale Township will receive $3240.00. 

 

11. Officers Comments  

 

a. Erv Herdering stated that he will start work on Alcott Drive tomorrow. 

Supervisor Ostendorf asked him if he would also do shouldering work 

along Alcott and he stated he would. 

13. Adjournment 

 

With no further business, a motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded 

by Supervisor Bebus, and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 9:30 

p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

mailto:fhard@mntownships.org


   

_______________________ 

Jackie Bauer 

Birchdale Township Clerk  


