BIRCHDALE TOWNSHIP
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
TUESDAY, JULY 30, 2024 — 8:00 P.M.

. Call to Order/ Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call

Chair Jim Carstens called to order the regular meeting of the Birchdale Township
Board at 8:00 p.m. on Tuesday, July 25, 2023 at the Birchdale Town Hall. The
Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Present were Supervisors Dale Ahrens, Jim
Carstens, Arnie Berscheid, Larry Bebus and Joe Ostendorf, Treasurer Marlene
VanHavermaet and Clerk Jackie Bauer. Also in attendance were Residents Jeff
Mayer, Jim Meyer, Mary Meyer, Tracey VVon Bargen with Widseth Engineering
and Contractor Erv Herdering.

. Approval of Agenda

A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Ostendorf
and unanimously carried to approve the agenda as amended.

. Approval of Minutes

A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor Bebus, and
unanimously carried to approve the June 25, 2024 Regular Meeting minutes.

. Approval of Treasurer’s Report

Treasurer VanHavermaet presented the July Treasurer’s Report. A motion was
made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded by Supervisor Ahrens, and unanimously
carried to accept the July Treasurer’s Report.

. Approval of Bills

Next presented was the list of bills for the month of July to be considered for
payment. A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor
Bebus, and unanimously carried to approve payment of the bills in the amount of
$19,476.63. (See attached list of bills).

Resident’s Comments

a. None.

Reports/Requests/Presentations

a. None

. Township Road Report




a. Alcott Drive Milling & Overlay Project — Tracey from Widseth
Engineering attended the township meeting and presented regarding Alcott
Drive. Tracey has reviewed the road and his preliminary estimate for
milling and overlay is 1.3 Million. His company can handle the legal
posting and bidding process for contractors. This is all part of the services
they provide. The project’s timeline would start this fall but the project
would be done in the spring of 2025. Supervisor Ahrens asked about the
north end of Alcott and the water issues that they have been having. Does
Widseth look at the size of culverts needed along the road. Tracey said
yes, this is included in the 1.3 M estimate. Supervisor Ostendorf stated
that if we were going to try and fix the water issues along the north end of
Alcott, MBC Drainage stated that they could do the repairs this year yet
after Labor Day but before it freezes, for $60,000.00.

Tracey stated that it would be better to do a complete reclaim on Alcott
Drive as a better long-term solution. If it is just milled down, the cracks
will come back up. A resident in attendance asked, would the road be re-
graded similar to Highway 15 and Tracey stated yes, we would grind up
the tar and gravel and then re-put the material down out to the shoulders.
Tracey also stated that all of the mailboxes would be replaced with
swinging arm mailboxes and this is included in the proposal. Supervisor
Ostendorf asked about grouping mailboxes so that there aren’t as many
bump-outs along the road and Tracey stated that this is the preference. It is
also safer for the mail-carrier so that they don’t have as many stops along
the road. Bump-outs are usually approximately 2 feet wide. Tracey
estimated there would need to be about 100 mailboxes but that is just an
estimate.

Tracey is also recommending that 3.5” bituminous be laid and then
sealcoating be done as soon as possible after tarring. This will extend the
life of the road. They have seen that if they do 4” of tar and no sealcoating,
the road will last approximately 20 years but when doing 3.5 tar and
sealcoating, the road lasts over 30 years. In the areas where there are
problem spots, they would go down approximately 2 feet to do
corrections. The Board asked if they should repair the frost boil areas on
the road and then do the tarring next year and Tracey agreed. That way
those areas will settle first over the winter. This is typically how Todd
County handles correction areas. Tracey stated that depending on what
they find when they take a closer look at the correction areas, this may
change the total proposal estimate.

Supervisor Ostendorf stated that he knows that County Road is having
work done next spring so possibly depending on the contractor that is
chosen, work could be combined with the county and this may help the
total cost.



Clerk Bauer asked whether Widseth assists with the bonding or borrowing
process for townships and he stated that they do not. Clerk Bauer will
reach out to Minnesota Association of Townships for recommendation of
who to work with for this process.

Tracey stated that he can be reached for any additional questions and
Supervisor Ostendorf has his contact information.

A motion was made by Supervisor Berscheid, seconded by Supervisor
Ostendorf and unanimously carried to move forward with the Proposal for
Reclaiming Alcott Drive submitted by Widseth Engineering, Alexandria,
MN. Tracy will begin work on finalizing the specifications with repairs
and then advise the township on the next steps.

. Right of Ways for Ambassador Drive and Ambling Drive — Supervisor
Ostendorf presented information regarding questions on the right-of-ways
for both Ambassador Drive and Ambling Drive. Residents had asked
where the lines were for the township right-of-ways for both of these
roads. When Supervisor Ostendorf reached out to Doug Thom at Todd
County GIS, he stated that in some areas along both of these roads, the
right-of-way is different than the standard 66’ across. Doug is going to
check into this further and contact Supervisor Ostendorf once he has more
information. This agenda item will be placed on the August 2024 meeting.

Horizontal 911 Signs — Supervisor Ostendorf presented information he
received from Todd County Planning & Zoning regarding installing
horizontal 911 signs for replacement signs instead of the vertical signs.
The horizontal signs are less costly and Todd County is the only county in
the state that is still using vertical 911 signs. They are trying to use up the
inventory they have. The Planning & Zoning office will be discussing this
further and determining if they will being switching to horizontal 911
signs. Birchdale Township would like to switch to these signs as they need
to be replaced. They are easier to read and less costly.

. Weed Spraying — Supervisor Ahrens presented an update on weed
spraying. He and Supervisor Bebus have located a number of weed
concerns located on resident properties and have reached out to 27
residents asking that these areas be treated. For the township right-of-
ways, Central Applicators went through and did a good job. The back
slopes are sprayed. Supervisor Ahrens and Bebus have also contacted
Minnesota DOT and asked that they take care of thistles along state
highways between Sauk Centre and Grey Eagle. They will also be meeting
with the county on Thursday to call their attention to areas that they need
to be treated or cut. They did spot knap weed along Aldrin Loop and
Almond Drive along the west side of Pauley Lake. This is a development



area and the developer has agreed to contact someone to come out and
treat this area.

While Supervisor Ahrens and Bebus were in the area, two residents asked
about the township doing snow removal along Aldrin Loop. There are 18
total lots around Pauley Lake with 8 homes so this development is getting
to a 60% occupancy. This may be a road that the township should take
over. Supervisor Carstens asked whether this could be an SSD where the
township would bring the road up to township specifications and then
assess the owners and future owners of lots that will continue to be sold.
Supervisor Carstens stated that the road is in pretty good condition. Clerk
Bauer will check with our township attorney, Troy Gilchrist to get his
opinion and report back. Supervisor Carstens asked that Aldrin Loop be
placed on next month’s agenda for more discussion.

Supervisor Ahrens has been in contact with Doug Thom from Todd
County GIS and he asked if the Board would like additional township
maps printed for the town hall. The Board was in agreement with this so
Supervisor Ahrens will notify Doug Thomas of what maps Birchdale
Township would like printed.

. Chemical Spill, 114" Street Ditch — Supervisor Ostendorf stated that it
came to his attention that there was a diesel fuel spill in the ditch of 114"
Street. No one contacted the township directly. Instead Todd County
Dispatch notified Birchdale Township. CHS tried to use a clean-up crew
to remove the spill utilizing a truck with a water cart and spray. The ditch
was damaged during the clean-up. At the end of August, CHS is planning
on coming back and removing dirt from the area and then re-seeding. A
resident in attendance asked whether Minnesota Pollution Control was
contacted and Supervisor Ostendorf stated that yes, they were. There are
two clean-up company contacts that residents can contact with concerns:

West Central Environmental, Jeremy Caulfield: 612-619-1385 and
Brennan Schulte, New Hope: 320-493-6968.

Supervisor Carstens asked about water run-off from this area down the
Bunny Trail and into Birch Lake. Supervisor Ostendorf stated that the
repair work will include a ““step-system” to cause the run-off to dissipate
before reaching the lake. Birchdale Township is going to need to do the
repairs in order to prevent run-off and the cost will be approximately
$950.00. Birchdale Township can then bill CHS for any repair costs.
Supervisor Ahrens made a motion to do the repair on 114" and then bill
CHS, Supervisor Berscheid seconded and it was unanimously carried.

Supervisor Bebus will also contact Deja Anton with Todd County Soil &
Water and make them aware of this chemical spill.



h. Road Ditches and Drainage Repair Areas — Supervisor Ostendorf stated
that there are approximately 4 main roads that need to have water drainage
issues repaired. Supervisor Ahrens stated that he feels that Alcott Drive
needing larger culverts should be a priority. Supervisor Ostendorf
contacted MBC Drainage to get an estimate to do this repair work and
they estimated it would cost approximately $60,000.00. Some of these
roads have deep wash-outs with ditches that are higher than the road. The
roads are getting more narrow as the shoulders are encroaching into the
road. Supervisor Ostendorf questioned whether granite chips should be
placed along the edges of the roads. Mr. Herdering stated that it is
important to get the water off the edges of the roads as these are causing
the wash-outs. But, he stated the best time to do this shouldering work
would be in the spring. Also some of the culverts have grass growing
within them. Supervisor Carstens stated that it is important that these roads
are corrected but we also have to be mindful of cost. Supervisor Berscheid
requested that the Board should discuss doing reclaiming of shoulders on
many of the roads in Birchdale Township and this should be kept on the
agenda for making a decision in spring.

i. Trees Hanging Over Roadway — Supervisor Ostendorf and Ahrens noticed
that there are some trees hanging over road-ways including Alcott Drive,
Ambling Trail, Bayview Road and Archer Drive. They contacted
Supervisor Berscheid who contacted Hoffman Tree Cutting and they
estimated it would cost approximately $6000.00. A resident who was in
attendance asked whether the residents should pay for cutting trees back.
Supervisor Ostendorf explained that if the tree base is in the resident’s
property but it is hanging over the township road right-of-way (33’ from
the road centerline), then the township will remove the tree but does
inform the resident that they would like to cut the tree back. Supervisor
Ahrens stated that he felt we needed a more specific quote for all of the
areas where trees needed to be cut back yet. Supervisor Ostendorf will do
this and present at the next meeting.

9. Unfinished Business

a. Town Hall Final Remodel Costs — Clerk Bauer presented the final items
that have been purchased for the town hall through the $28,000.00
Sourcewell grant. These include a new bookshelf, rug, constructed road-
barricades, conference room tables, a Keurig coffee pot and coffee pods.
The grant will close on July 31 and a final report needs to be completed
by September 15", 2024. Clerk Bauer will submit the paperwork

10. New Business



a. Jim Meyer Cartway Easement — Supervisor Carstens asked Resident
Meyer to address the Board regarding his concerns. He stated that he has
property that is located along Highway 28. His neighbor had allowed him
to use a cartway to access his property and it has been over 7 years so it
was a permanent easement. However a new property owner has purchased
the land and he is not sure now if he is able to use the cartway for access.
Supervisor Ostendorf suggested that he seek legal advice. Mr. Meyer has
contacted Todd County and they would like him to use a current driveway
that is on his neighboring property but he is still not able to access his land
without using the existing cartway. Supervisor Carstens stated that the
township is not able to give any legal advice and Highway 28 is a state
road, not a township road. So, the township is not able to assist in this
issue but is willing to be supportive to Mr. Meyer in any way possible. Mr.
Meyer thanked the Board.

b. Resolution #2024-08, Resolution to Divide Project Costs for the Ambling
Trail Subordinate Service District — Clerk Bauer presented Resolution
#2024-08, Resolution to Divide Project Costs for Ambling Trail
Subordinate Service District. The resolution states that the total project
costs for Ambling Trail were $63,500.00. Each resident along Ambling
Trail is required to pay a portion of this expense which is $3735.29.
Residents have until September 1%, 2024 to pay this expense up front to
Birchdale Township or they can choose to have this expense assessed to
their yearly property taxes for 10 years at a 6% interest rate.

Resident Gary Toenyan, who was in attendance, asked why it wasn’t
based on square foot frontage along the road. Clerk Bauer stated that
Attorney Gilchrist had answered that question at a meeting last spring and
she will check with him again and inform Resident Toenyan.

A motion was made by Supervisor Ostendorf, seconded by Supervisor
Carstens and unanimously approved adopting Resolution #2024-08,
Resolution to Divide Project Costs for the Ambling Trail Subordinate
Service District. Supervisor Berscheid abstained.

c. Authorize to Seek Proposals (Sealed Quotes) for Snowplowing (Copy of
Proposed Snow Plowing Quote Information and Proposed Quote Form is
attached) — A motion was made by Supervisor Bebus, seconded by
Supervisor Ahrens and unanimously approved for authorization to seek
sealed quotes for the 2024-2025 Snowplowing Season for Birchdale
Township. Quote forms to be sent to Erv Herdering and Craig Tschida.
Quote forms will also be posted on the township website and at the town
hall bulletin board.

11. Informational ltems




a. Special Assessment Information Requests:
Main Street Title & Closings
o Adam and Brittany Polipnick, 110" Street, Sauk Centre, MN
Clerk Bauer responded to the above request that there are no
assessments from Birchdale Township.

o Dana and Sara Beuning, 11489 Alcott Drive, Sauk Centre, MN
Clerk Bauer responded to the above request that there are no
assessments from Birchdale Township.

b. District 8 Meeting Notice - Clerk Bauer presented correspondence
regarding the date of the District 8 Meeting which will be held on
Thursday, August 22", 2024 (Registration-5:00 PM, 5:45 PM Dinner and
8:00 PM Election) at the Clarissa Ballroom, 19281 Kotter Road, Clarissa,
MN. RSVP to Frank Hard: fhard@mntownships.org, cost of meal is
$5.00.

c. Correspondence Received From Todd County Board of Adjustments —
there will be a Todd County Board of Adjustments public hearing on
Thursday, August 1%, 2024 at 6:00 PM regarding Arnold and Kris
Gruenes, Section 29, Birchdale Township, Request for a CUP for an
expansion of an existing feedlot from 999 animal units to 2190 animal
units. Supervisor Carstens asked for clarification that this is two feedlots
but one property owner and Supervisor Ahrens confirmed this.

d. Correspondence Received from the Todd County Assessor’s Office —
Correspondence was received from the Todd County Assessor’s Office
regarding Local Board of Appeal & Equalization Training requirement.
The following supervisors have completed the training

Larry Bebus: 7/1/25 (Expiration)
Arnold Berscheid 7/1/25 (Expiration)
Joseph Ostendorf 7/1/2027 (Expiration)
Dale Ahrens 7/1/2025 (Expiration)

Training can be done online at: https://www.revenue.state.mn.us/board-
appeal-and-equalization-training and takes approximately 45 minutes to
complete.

12. Officers Comments

a. Supervisor Ahrens stated that someone dumped grass clippings at the
south end of Almond Drive. Supervisor Ahrens asked if he should order a
“No Dumping In Township Ditch” sign for this area and the Board agreed.
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13.

b. Supervisor Ostendorf asked if MBC Drainage should do a second ditch
cutting in the township and the Board agreed.

Adjournment

With no further business, a motion was made by Supervisor Ahrens, seconded by
Supervisor Ostendorf, and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 10:26
p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Jackie Bauer
Birchdale Township Clerk



