
 

 

 

CULVERT POLICY 

FOR BIRCHDALE TOWNSHIP  

 

 
SECTION 1. PURPOSE 

 

The purpose of this Policy is to establish specific guidelines for the installation of 

culverts when driveway approaches are installed or culverts are replaced under existing 

approaches entering on to a township road. This Policy is consistent with and in addition 

to Todd County’s Subdivision Design Standards. It is the responsibility of the Township 

Board to carry out this Policy. 

 

SECTION 2. DEFINITIONS  

 

For the purposes of this Policy, the following terms shall have the meaning given them in 

this Section. 

A. Property Owner. “Property Owner” or “Person” means the individual that 

obtains a permit from the Birchdale Township Board to install an approach and 

culvert entering on to a Township Road. 

B. Road Authority. “Road Authority” means the Birchdale Township Board. 

C. Road Committee. “Road Committee” means the two Supervisors that are 

appointed by the Birchdale Township Board to represent the Board on road 

related issues. This Committee acts as an advisory to the Board. 

D. Township or Town. “Township” or “Town” means Birchdale Township, Todd 

County, Minnesota. 

E. Township Board or Board. “Township Board” “Board” means the Township 

Board of Supervisors of Birchdale Township, Todd County, Minnesota. 

 

 

SECTION 3. APPROACHES TO EXISITING TOWNSHIP ROADS 

 

Any property owner requesting to install an approach onto an existing township road 

must seek a permit from the Road Authority (Township Board) prior to proceeding with 

the work. The property owner will be required to pay all costs of installing an approach 

including the cost of the culvert and culvert aprons, if required. All culverts shall be 

corrugated steel, galvanized or gray dual-wall plastic and shall be a minimum of 15” 

diameter. All culvert sizes shall be determined and approved by the Township Road 

Committee. All driveway approaches shall be constructed and maintained to a width and 

base material depth sufficient to support access by emergency vehicles. New driveway 

approaches shall be a minimum of 14’ in width with a 4:1 slope. Any damage to the 

township road during construction of an approach must be repaired and the township road 

must be restored to the same condition or better than what existed prior to the damage 

occurring.  

 



 

 

Property owners, who already have access to a township road and want to build an 

additional approach, will be required to obtain a permit from the Board. They must also 

meet all requirements in this Policy and be responsible for paying the costs of installing 

that approach including the cost of the culvert as well as any repairs necessary to the 

township road.  

 

If a culvert is not installed in accordance with this Policy, replacement and/or repairs will 

be at the property owner’s expense. 

 

SECTION 4. APPROACHES TO NEW ROADS 

 

When the Township is constructing a new township road or relocation an existing 

township road, the Township is responsible for constructing one suitable approach within 

the right-of-way when an approach is reasonably necessary to provide access from a 

property to the township road. The Township is also responsible for the cost of the 

culvert installed with that approach. Any additional approaches and culverts are the 

responsibility of the property owner and the property owner would be required to obtain a 

permit from the Board, meet all requirements of this Policy, and be responsible to pay the 

all related costs. 

 

SECTION 5 TOWNSHIP ROADS 

 

The Township shall be responsible for the installation and maintenance of culverts under 

township roads.  

 

SECTION 6. REVIEW OF POLICY 

 

The Board will review this Policy annually. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


